Pin, 


aa 


i aN 
ste "be 


epee 


rhe 
Le Pye hy” 


aA 


SECs a hy Cab T? 


yt 
her aie 


ve 
ve 
i) 


M. 


WILL. PENN. 


AN 


HISTORICAL 


GEOGRAPHICAL, COMMERCIAL, 
| AND 


PHILOSOPHICAL 
Vik W 
AMERICAN dies STATES, 
er ae 
AMERICA anp ca WEST-INDIES. 


BY 


W. WINTERBOTHAM, 


IN FOUR VOLUMES. 


ZW OL: OA. 


LONDON: 
PRINTED FOR THE EDITOR; J. RIDGWAY, YORK-STREET 3 
H. D. SYMONDS; PATERNOSTER ROW 3 
AND D. HOLT, NEWARK. 


1795. 


CONTENTS. 


VOL. II. 


GRAND Divifions of the United States 
New-England States deferibed a e 


Vermont Z A G i ie 


pot 


New-Hamp/fhire = ae ~ " 


Maffachufetts - - m ~ - 
Difiri of Maine ~ “ w ~ 
Rhode-Ifland and Providence. = “ - 


Middle States _ os a 
New-York - $i is ae im ‘a 
New-Fer fey pee F “ i 
Pennfylvania - - eo. oh ae 


Delaware = = = - ~/~ = a 


Territory N. VW, of the Ohio ce 7 = 


Md 


iz 


¥3 


21E- 
2.2.4, 
255 
292, 
297 
362 
394 
46r 
A479 


a oe % ; 
; L ta, 
pe aa $38 


PRESENT SITUATION 


OF THE 


4 i! : 


United States of America. 


Ve DIVISI ONS OF THE UNITED: STATES... 


a 


bint American Repubric, of which we have in the precedin 1g 
volume given a general account, confifts ‘of three grand divifions, 
denominated the Near rHeRrn, orimore properly EASTERN, Mippis, 
and SouTHERN States. ws, 

' The frft divifion, the Nortbern or Eaftern States, comprehends | 
VERMONT, Miso HA ster 8 | 
New-HamPsHIReE, : Ruope IsLanp, 
District of Maing, belonging ConnecTicuT. - 

to Maflachufetts. nab % 

Thefe are called the New- England S tates, god comprehend thats, 


part of America, which, fince the year 1614, has been known by the : 


\ 


mame of NEw-ENGLANDs | . , 
‘The fecead divifion, the Mi iddle States, comprehends 


 New-Yortk,. -— DELAWARE, 
New lersex, -.2<%? ion a N. W. of Onto. 
PENNSYLVANIA, 

The third divifion, the Southern States, comprehends © ~ + 
MARYLAND, ae Territory S. of O10, 
VIRGINIA,’ a ae  SouTH-Carouina, 
KENTUCKY, — Guroreia. | 


NorTH-CaRo.ina, 


Of each of thefe we thall now treat particularly in their order. 


t 
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
i ONE W-E IG GAD. 
Or NORTHERN or EASTERN STATES. 


SITUATION, BOUNDARIES, &c. 


BT | 
N EW-ENGLAND lief between 41 and 46 degrees N. Lat. and 
~ between 1 degree 30 minutes, and 8 degrees E. Lon. from Philadel- 


he 


phia; and is bounded north by Lower-Canada; eaft, by the province 
of New-Brunfwick, and the Atlantic Ocean; fouth, by the fame 
ocean; and Long-Ifland found; weft, by the State of New-York. It 
lies in the form of a quarter of acircle. Its weft line, beginning at 
_the mouth of Byram tiver, which empties into Long-Ifland found 
at the fouth-weft corner of Conneéticut, lat. 41 degrees, runs a 
little eaft of north, until it ftrikes the 4sth degree of latitude, and 
then curves to the eaftward almoft to the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 
Its clirhate is very healthful, as is evinced by the longevity of the in- 
habitants; for it is eftimated that about one in feven of them live to 
the age of feventy years; and about one in thirteen or fourteen to 
eighty years and upwards. 

North-weft, weft; and fouth-wett winds, are the moft prevalent, 
Eaft and north-eatt winds, which are unelaftic and difagreeable, are 
frequent at-certain feafons of the year, particularly im April and 
May, ot the fea coafts. The weather is lefs variable than in the 
Middle and efpecially the Southern States, and more fo than in Ca- 
nada. ‘Fhe extremes of heat and cold, according to Fahrenheit’s 
thermometer, are from 20° below, ta. 100° abové os ‘Fhe medium is 
from 48° to <0%, The inhabttants of New-England, on aceount of 
the dry ‘nels of their atmofphere, can endure, without inconvenience; 
a greater degree of heat than the inhabitants of a moifter climate. I¢ 
43 fuppoied by fome philofophersy that the difference of moifture 
‘ja the atmofphere in Tennfylvania and New- England is fuch, as that 

a.perion might bear at leaft ten degrees of heat more in the latter 
than in the former. 

~The qtiantity of rain which falls in England anaually, is computed 
to be twenty-four inches; In France eighteen inches, and in New- 
ag ae frém forty-cight to fitty inches; and yet in New-England 
they fuffer more trom drought than in either of the foremenitioned 
conotries, although they have more than double the quantity of rain. 
‘’hete facts evitice the remarkable dryneds of the atmofphere in this 
, ‘ eaftern 
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OF NEW-ENGLAND. 3 
eaftern divifion of the United States, and in part account for its 
fingular healthfulnefs. Winter commonly commences, in’ its feves 
rity, about the middle of December—fometimes earlier, ‘and fome- 
times not till Chriftmas. Cattle are fed or houfed, in the northern 
parts of N ew-England, from about the zoth of Nov. to the zeth of 
May; in the fouthern parts not quite fo long. There have been 
frofts in almoft every month in the year, though not in the fame 
year; but not very injurious. , 

The difeafes moft prevalent in New-England are the foll owing, viz. 


Alvine Fluxes, Inflammatory, : } 

St, Anthony’s Fire, Slow, nervous, and Fevers. 
Aifthma, Mixed J 
Atrophy, Pulmonary Confumption, 
Catarrh, Quinfy, 

Colic, Rheamatifm, - 


Thefe diforders, of which the pulmenary confumption is much the 
moft deftruGive, are commonly the effect of imprudent expofures to 
cold and rainy weather, evening air, and the wearing of damp linen ; 
er from frequent exceffes.in the ufe of ftrong liquors, efpecially 
of frefh diftilled rum, which in toe many inftances prove the bane of 
morals, and the ruin of families. | | 

The {mall pox, which is a {pecitic, infeétious difeafe, is not Ave ed 
at prefent to be communicated by indculation, except in hofpitals 
erected for that purpofe in bye places, and in cafes where there is a 
probability of a general {pread of the infection in atown. Nor is 
this difeafe permitted to be communicated generally by inoculation, 
in any of the United States, exeept New-York, News Jerfey, 2 
yania, Delaware, and South-Carolina. 7 

In populous towns, the prevalent difeafes are more numerous and 
complicated, owing to want of fresh air and exercife, and to luxurious 
aad fafhionable living. 

-Dr. Foulke* has obferved, that ‘* in other countries, men are 
divided according to their wealth or indigence, into three claffes ; 
the oPULENT, the MiIppLin«, and the poor; the idienefs, luxuries, - 
and debaucheries of the firft, and the mifery and too frequent ine 
temperance of the laft, deitroy the greater proportion of theie two. 
The intermediate clafs is below thofe indulgencies which prove fatal 


® In a difcourfe which he lately read before the American Philofophical Society. 
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to the rich, and above. thofe fufferings to which the unfortunate poor 
fall victims: this is therefore the happieft divifion of the three. 
Of the rich and poor, the American States furnifh a much fmaller 
proportion than any other diftri¢t of the known world. In Connec~ 
ticut particularly, the diftribution of wealth and its concomitants 
is more equal than elfewhere, and, therefore, as far as excefs or want 
of wealth may prove deftrudiive or falutary to life, the inhabitants 
" of this State may plead exemption from difeafes.” What this writer 
fays of Conneticut in particular, will, with very few exceptions, 
apply to New-Engiand at large. | 


FACE OF THE COUNTRY, MOUNTAINS, &c. 


New-England is a high, dg and in fome parts a mountainous 
country, formed by nature to be inhabited by a hardy race of free 
independent republicans.x—The mountains are comparatively fmall, 
running nearly north and fouth in ridges parallel to edch other. 
Between thefe ridges flow the grea 
ceiving the innumerable rivulets and larger ftreams which proceed 
from the mountains on each fide. To a fpectator on the top of a 


neighbouring mountain, the vales between the ridges, while in a ftate. 


at rivers in majettic meanders, re~ 


of nature, exhibit a romantic appearance.. They feem an ocean of 
woods, {welled and deprefied in its furface like that of the great ocean 
itfelf. A richer though lefs romantic view is prefented, when the 
valleys,. by induftrious hufbandmen, have been cleared of their 
natural growth; and the fruit of their labour appears in loaded 
orchards, extenfive meadows, covered with large herds of fheep and 
neat cattle, and rich fields of flax, corn, and the various kinds of 
grain. Thefe valleys, which have received the exprefiive name of 
intervale lands, are of varjous breadths, from two to twenty miles; and 
by the annual mundations of the rivers which flow through them, 
there is frequently an accumulation of rich, fat foil, left upon their 
furface when the waters retire. 

There are four principal ranges of mountains, pafling nearly ‘rom: 
north-eaft to fouth-weft through New-England. Thefe confift of a 
_ mnultitude of parallel ridges, each having many fpurs, deviating from 
the courfe of the general range; which fpurs are again broken into 
regular hilly land. The main ridges terminate, fometimes in high 
bluif héads, near the fea-coaft, and’ fometimes by a gradual defcent 
in-the interior part of the country. One of the main ranges runs 
between Conneéticut and Hudfon rivers. This range branches and 

2 | bounds 
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bounds the vales through which flows the Houfatonick river. The 
moft eaftern ridge of this range terminates in a bluff head at Meriden; 
a fecond ends m like manner at Willingford, and a third at 
-New-Haven. In Lyme, on the eaft fide of Connecticut river, 
another range of mountains commences, forming the eaftern boun- 
dary of Conneticut vale. ‘This range tends northerly, at the dif- 
tance, generally, of about ten or twelve miles eaft from the river, 
and paiffes through Maflachufetts, where the range takes the name of 
Chickabee Mountain; thence croffing into New-Hampfhire, at the 
diftance of about twenty miles from the Maflachufetts line, it runs up 
into a very high peak, called Mozadnick, which terminates this ridge 
of the range. A weftern ridge continues, and in about latitude 43° 
 g0/ runs up into Sunipee mountains. About fifty miles further, in 
the fame ridge, is Moofcoog mountain. A third range begins near 
Stonington in Connecticut. It takes its courfe north-eafterly, and 
is fometimes broken and difcontinued ; it then rifes again, and ranges 
in the fame direction into New-Hampzhire, where, in latitude 43° 254 
jt runs up into a high peak called Cowjfawafkog. The fourth range 
‘has a humble beginning about Hopkinton in Maflachufetts. The 
eaftern ridge of this range runs north by Watertown and Concord, 
and croffes Merrimack river at Pantucket-Falls. In New-Hampfhire, - 
it rifes into feveral high peaks, of which the White mountains are the 
principal. From thefe White mountains a range continues north- 
eaft, crofling the eaft boundary of New-Hampfhire, in latitude 
44° 30’, and forms the height of land between Kennebeck and Chau- 
diere rivers. Thefe ranges of mountains are full of lakes, ponds, 
and fprings of water, that give rife to numberlefs ftreams of various 
fizes, which, interlocking each other in every dire€tion, and falling’ 
over the rocks in romantic cafcades, ow meandering into the 
rivers below. No country on the globe is better watered than New- 
England. 

On the fea-coaft the land is low, and in many parts level and fandy, 
In the valleys, between the forementioned ranges of mountains, the 
land is generally broken, and in many places rocky, but of a {trong 
rich foil, capable of being cultivated to good advantage, which alfo is 
the cafe with many {pots even on the tops of the mountains. 


| SOIL, PRODUCTIONS, &c. 
- The foil, as may be collected from what has been faid, muft be very 
various. Each tract of different foil is diftinguifhed by its peculiar 
| vegetation, 
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vegetation, and is pronounced good, middling, or bad, from the 
fpecies of trees which it produces; and from one fpecies generally 
predominating in each foil, has originated the defcriptive names of 
oak land, birch, beech, and chefnut lands, pine, barren, maple, afh, 
and cedar fwamps, as each f{pecies happens to predominate. Inter- 
mingled with thofe predominating {pecies are walnut, firs, elm, hems 
lock, magnolia, moofe wood, faffafras, &c. &c. The beft lands pro» 
duce walaut and chefnut; the next, beech and ocak; lands of the 
third quality produce fir and pitch pine; the next, whortleberry 
and barberry bufhes; and the pooreft produce nothing but marfhy 
imperfect fhrubs. Among the flowering trees and fhrubs ia the 
forefts are the red-flowering maple, the faflafras, the locuft-tree, the 
tulip-tree, honeyfuckle, wild role, dogwood, elm, leather-tree, laurel, 
hawthorn, &c. which in the {pring of the year give the woods a 
moft beautiful appearance, and fill them with q delicious fragrance. 
Among the fruits which grow wild, are the feveral kinds of grapes ; 
which are fmall, four, and thick fkinned. The vines on which they 
grow are very luxuriant, often overfpreading the higheft trees in the 
forefts ; and, without doubt, might be greatly meliorated by proper 
cultivation. Befides thefe, are the wild cherries, white and red 
mulberries, cranberrigs, walnuts, hazelnuts, chefnuts, butter-nuts, 
beech-nuts, wild plumbs and pears, whortle-berries, bilberries, goofes 
berries, ftrawberries, &c. 3 

The foil in the interior country is calcuiated for the culture of 
Indian corn, rye, oats, barley, ax, and hemp (for which the foil and 
climate are peculiarly proper) buck-wheat, beans, peas, &c. In 
many of the inland parts wheat is raifed in large quantities ; but on. 
the fea-coaft it has never been cultivated with fuccefs, being fubject 
to blaits. The fruits which the country yields from culture, are, 
apples in the greateft plenty ; of thefe cyder is made, which con- 
ftitutes the principal drink of the inhabitants; alfo pears of various 
forts, quinces, peaches, plums, cherries, apricots, &c. 

‘Dr, Cutler has furnifhed the following catalogue of flowering 
fhrubs and plants in New-England, which, from the attention he 
has paid to natural hiftory, we have reafon to rely upon as accurate. 

Blue flag, Iris virginiea,—Globe Flower, Cephalanthus occidentalis, 
-~Pigeonberry, Ciffus ficyoides,—Cornel, Cornus Canadenfis,—Ame- 
rican Honeyfuckle, Azalea vifcofa,;—American Tea, Ceanothus Ame- 
ricanut,—Cherry Honeyfuckle, Lonicera diervilla,—Great Convol- 
vulus, Convolvulus arvenfis,—Stag’s horn Sumach, Rbus typhinum,—> 


Mealtree, 
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Mealtree, Viburnum lantand,—White tlowered E Ider, Sambucus nigras 
—Red berried Elder, Sambucus Canadenfi. 5,—Meadow Blue- bells, 
Gentiana ciliata,—Lilies, feveral fpecies, Lilium,—Bethlem Star, Or- 
nithogulum luteum,—American Senna, Rhodora Canadenfis,—Great 
Laurel, Kalmia latifolia,—Dwarf Laurel, Kalmia anguftifolia— 
White Pepper Buth, Andromeda arborea,——Bog Evergreen, Andromeda 
calyculata,—Sweet Pepper Buth, Clethra alnifolia,—Mountain Laurel, 
er Sorbus-tree, Sorbus aucupora,—Meadow Sweet, Spirea falicifolia, 
—Queen of the Meadows, Spiraea tormentofa,—Service Tree, Me/- 
pilus Canadenfis,—Wild Rote, Rofa Carolina,—Superb Rafpberry, 
Rubus odoratus,—Baneberry, Adtea /picata,—Side-faddie Flower, Sar- 
racena purpurea,—Red Columbine, Aguilegia Canadenfis,— Anemone, 
feveral {pecies, Anemone hepatica, fylveftris et nemorofa,—Traveller’s 
Joy, Clematis Virginica,—Dragon’s Head, Dracocephalum Virginicurt, 
—Snap Dragon, Aatirrbinum Canadenfis,—American Cardamine, 
Cardamine Virginica,—Lupin, Lupinus angufifolia,—Locukt, Robiata 
pfeud- acacia,—Beach Pea, Pifum mar itimum,—Pie d Pea, Pifum ochrus,: 
—Wood Pea, Orobus fylvaticus,—Variegated Pea, Lathyrus hetero- 
phyllus,—Meadow Sunflower, Ageratum ciliare,—American Amaran- 
thus, Guaphalium “helian themifolium,—New-England After, Afer 


3 


Nova Anglicum,—Smooth-leaved Golden-rod, Solvdazo altifimay-= 


New-England Sunflower, Heliaathus divaricatus,~~American Pride, 
Lobelia cardinalis,—Ladies Plume, Orchis pycedes,—Ladies Slipper, 
Cypripedium calc colus—Blue Eye, Sifyr ‘inchium Bermudiaund,—Swai mp 
Willow, or oS Oe, Salix cinerea,—Red-flowered Maple, Aces 
rubrum. 

New England is a fine grazing country; the valleys between the 
hills are generally interfected with brooks of water, the banks of 
which are lined with a traét of rich meadow or intervale land. The 
high and‘rocky ground is, in many parts, covered with clover, and 
generally affords the fineft of pafture. It will not be a matter of 
wonder, therefore, that New-England boafts of railing fome of the 
fineft cattle in the world; nor will fhe be envied, when the labour of 
raifing them is taken into view. Two months of the hotteft feafon 
in the year, the farmers are employed in procuring food for their 
tattle, and the cold winter is fpent in dealing it’ ont tothem. The 
pleafure and profit of doing this is, however, a fatisfying compenfa- 
tion to the honelt and induftrious farmer. Butter and cheefe are 

made for exportation ; and confiderable attentign has lately been pai id 
to the raifing of theep. 


RIVERS. 
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RIVERS. 


The principal rivers in New-England are Penobfcot, Kennebeci, 
Androfcoggin, or Amerifcoggin, Saco, Merrimack, Pifcataqua, 
and Connecticut, befides many finaller ones, which we fhall notice 
when treating of the different States, 


. 


PENOBSCOT. 


‘This river has its fource in the diftri@ of Maine, a fhort diftance 
weft of Union river on the high lands ; it rifes in two branches, run- 
ning for a confiderable diftance, and then uniting in one noble and 
majeftic ftream. Between the fource of the weft fork, and its junc- 
tion with the eaft, is Moofehead-lake, thirty or forty miles long, 
and fifteen wide. The eaftern branch paffes through feveral fmaller 
lakes. From The Ferks, as they are called, the Penobfcot Indians 
pafs to Canada, up either branch, principally the weft, the fource of 
which they fay is not more than twenty miles from the waters that 
empty into the river St. Lawrence, At the Forks is a remarkabie 
high mountain. From the Forks down to Indian Old Town, fitua- 
ted on an ifland in this river, is about fixty miles, forty of which the 
water flows ina ftill, {mooth ftream, and in the whole diftance there 
are no falls to interrupt the pafling of boats. In this diftanee, the 
river widens, and embraces a large number of fmall iflands ; and 
about half way receives two confiderable tributary ftreams, one from 
the eaft and the other from the weft, whofe mouths are nearly oppo- 
fite to each other. About fixty rods below Indian Old Town are the 
Great Falls, where is a carrying-place of about twenty rods; thence, 
twelve miles to the head of the tide, there are no falls to obftrué 
boats. Veffels of thirty tons come within a mile of the head of the 
tide. Thence, thirty-five miles to the head of the bay, to the fite of 
Old Fort Pownal, the river is remarkably flraight, and eafily navi« 
gated, Paffing by Majabagadufe on the eaft, feven miles, and Owl’s 
Head, twenty miles farther, on the weft, it enters the ocean by 
Penobfcot Bay. - 

KENNEBECK. 

This is one of the fineft rivers in this country, and has its origin, 
hike the former, in the diftri@ of Maine; its fources are two-ftreams, 
one of which rifes in the highlands, a fhort diftance from a branch 
of the Chaudiere, which empties into the St. Lawrence; another 
branch rifes in Moofe Head lake. In its courfe, it receives Sandy 

| river 
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river from the weft, and Sebafticook and feveral others from the eal, 
and paftes to the fea by Cape Small Point. It is navigable for fet 
of one hundred and fifty tons upwards of forty miles from the fea. 


ANDROSCOGGIN, 


This river, fometimes called Amerifcoggin, properly fpeaking, .1s 
put the main weftern branch of the Kennebeck ; it rifes near the 
end of the dividing line between New-Hampthire and the Old Pro- 
wince of Maine. The lake Umbagog, and feveral {maller lakes, 
flow into it. From this lake its courfe is foutherly, till it approaches 
near the White Mountains, from which it receives Meofe and Pea- 
body rivers, and then turns to the eaft, and fouth. -eatt through the 
province of Maine, in which courfe it paffes within two miles of the 
fea coaft, and turning north runs over Pejepikaeg Falls, into Merry 
Meeting Bay, where it forms a junétion with the Kennebeck, twenty 
miles from the fea, and one hundred and forty-fix from the fource. 
Formerly, from this bay to the fea, the confluent ftream was for- 
merly called Saggadahock. 

SACO~ 

This river is one of the largeft rivers in the diftri&t of New- 
Wampfhire. The principal part of its water falls in different ftreams 
from the White Mountains, which unite at twelve or fifteen miles 
diftance. Its courfe, fome diftance from its fource, is foutherly ; it 
then fuddenly bends to the eaft, and croffes into the diftrict of 
Maine, then makes a large | bend to the. north-eaft, ealt, and fouth- 
weit, embracing the fine townfhip of Fryeburg, in the county of 
York. Its general courfe: thence to the fea is about forty-five miles 
$.E. Great and Little Offapee rivers fall into it from the weft, 
making a great addition to the original ftream. This river is navi- 
gable for {hips to Saco Falls, about fix miles from the fea. 


MERRIMACK. 

MERRIMACK RIVER is formed by the confluence of Pemigewaffet 
and Winnipifeogee rivers; the former is a very rapid river, and 
{prings from a white mountain, weft of the noted mountains of that 
‘name; and before its junction with the Winnipifeogee branch, it 
receives from the weft, Baker’s river, a pleafant ftream, forty miles 
in length, and feveral fmaller ftreams. The Winnipifeogee branch 
rifes from the lake of the fame name. The ftream which iffues from 
the lake is {mall, and in its courfe paffes through a bay twelve miles 
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Jong, and from three to five broad. A few miles from its entranee 
into the Pemigewaffet is a place called the Weres, remarkable for 
the number of falmon and fhad which are there caught. The river is 
wide, and fo fhallow that the fifhermen turn the courfe of the river. 
in a {hort time, or comprefs it into a narrow channe!, where they fix 
their gill nets, and take the fifh as they pafs up the ftream. After 
the Pemigewaffet receives the waters of Winnipifeogee, it takes the 
name of Merrimack ; and after a courfe of about ninety miles, firft 
in a foutherly, and then in an eafterly direétion, and paffing over 
Hookfet, Amufkeag, and Pantucket. Falls, empties into the fea at 
Newburyport. From the weft it receives, Blackwater, Contoocook, 
| Pifcataquoag, Souhegan, Nafhu, and Concord rivers ; from the eaft, 
Bowcook, Suncook,~Cohas, Beaver, Spicket, and Powow rivers. 
Contoocook heads near Monadnock mountain, is very rapid, and ten 
‘or twelve miles from its mouth is one hundred yards wide. Juft be- 
fore its entrance into the Merr imack it branches and forms a beaus 
tiful ifland of five or fix acres. , 


PISCATAQUA. 


This is the only large river whofe whole courfe is in New-Hampe 
fhire. Its head is a pond in the N. E. corner of the town of Wake- 
field, and its general courfe thence, to the fea, is S.5. E. about forty 
miles. It divides New-Hampfhire from York-County, in the dif 
trict of Maine, and is called Salmon-fall river, from its head to the 
lower falls at Berwick, where it affumes. the name of Newichawan- 
nock, which it bears till it meets with Cocheco river, which comes 
from Dover, when both run-together in one channel to, Hiiton’s 
Point, where the weflern branch meets it. From this .junétion to 
the fea,-the river is fo rapid that it never freezes ; the diftance is 
feven miles, and the courfe generally from S. to'S.E. The weftern 
branch is formed by Swam{cot river, which comes from Exeter. Win- 
nicot river, which comes through Greenland, and Lamprey river, 
which divides Newmarket from Durham ; thefe empty into a bay, 
four miles wide, called Great Bay. The water in its further pro- 
grefs is contracted into a lefler bay, and then it receives Oytter river, 
which runs through Durham and Back river, which comes from 
Dover, and at length meets with the main ftream at Hilton’s Point. 
The tide rifes into all thefe bays, and branches as far as the lower 
falls in each river, and forms a moft rapid current, efpecially at the 
feafon of the frefhets, when the ebb continues about two hours 
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longer than the flood ; and were it not for the numerous eddies, _ 
formed by the indentings of the fhore, the ferries would then be 
. limp ffable. 

At the lower falls in the feveral branches of the river, are land- 
ing places; whence lumber and other country produce is tranfported. 
and veffels or boats from below difcharge their lading ; fo that in 
each river there is a convenient trading-place, hot more than twelve 
or fifteen miles diftaat from Portfmouth, with which there is con- 
ftant communication by every tide. Thus the river, from its form 
and the fituation of its branches, is extremly favourable to the pur- 
pofes of navigation and commerce: - 


- CONNECTICUT. 

This river gives name to one of the five colonies of this province. 
it rifes ina {wamp on the height of land, in lat. 45. 10. W. long. 71. 
300 After a fleepy courfe of eight or ten milés, it tumbles over four 
feparate falls, and turning weit keeps clofe under the hills which form _ 
the northern boundary of the vale through which it runs. The Amo= 
noofuk and Ifraél rivers, two principal branclies of Connecticut river; 
fall into it from the eaft, between the latitudes 44° and 45°. Be- 
tween the towns of Walpole on the eaft, and Weftminfter on the 
weft fide of the river, are the great Falls. A large rock divides the 

-fiream into two channels, each about ninety feet wide on the top of - 
the fhelving bank. When the water is low, the eaftern channel ap- 
ee croffed by a bar of folid rock, and the whole ftream falls into 
the weftern channel, where comprefled between two rocks fcarcely 
thirty feet afunder, it fhoots with amazing rapidity into a broad bafon 
below. Above Deerfield in Maffachuletts it receives Deerfield river from 
the weft, and Miller’s river from the eaft, afterwhich it turns Wefter ly itt 
a finuous courfe to Fighting Falls, anda little after tumbles over Deer-' 
field F alls, which aré impaffable by boats. At Windfor in Conneéc- 
ticut ‘it receives Farmington river from the weft; and at Hartford. 
meets the tide. From Hartford it paffés on in a crooked courfe,’ 
“until it falls into Long-Ifland found, between Saybrook and 
Lyme. | 

The length of this river, in a ftraight line, is eae three hundred 
miles. Its Fecnaul courfe is feveral oe weft of fouth. It is 
trom GO to i100 roods wide, 130 miles from its mouth. At its 
mouth ig a bar of fand which confiderably obftruéts the navigation. 
t en feet water at full tides is found on this bar, and the fame depth 
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t0 Middleton. The diftance of the bar from this place, as the rivet 
rins, is thirty-fix miles. Above Middleton are feveral thoals which. 
ftretch quite acrofs the river. Only fix feet wateris found on the 
fhoal'at high tide, and here the tide ebbs and flows but. about eight. 
inches. About three miles below Middleton the river is contracted 
fo about forty roods in breadth by two high mountains. Almoft 
every where elfe the banks are low, and {pread into fife extenfive 
meadows In the fpring floods, which generally happenin May, thefe 
meadows are covered with water. At Hartford the water fometimes 

rifes twenty feet above the common furface of the river, and having 
all to pafs through the above-mentioned ftrait, it is fometimes two 
or three weeks before it returns to its ufual bed. Thefe floods add 
nothing to the depth of water on the bar at the mouth of the river: - 
this bar lying too far off i in the found to be affected by them. 

On this beautiful river, whofe banks are fettled almoft to its 
fource, are. many pleafant, neat, well-built towns, which we {halk 
notice when treating of the particular States on which they ftand. 

This river is navigable to Hartford, upwards of fifty miles from its 
mouth, and the produce of the country for two hundred miles above is 
brought thither in boats. The boats which are ufed in this bufinefs are 
flat-bottomed, long, and narrow, for the convenience of going up 
ftream, and of fo light a make as to be portable in carts. They are 
taken out of the river at three different carrying places, all of which 
wake fifteen miles. 

_ Sturgeon, falmon, and fhad, are caught in plenty i in their feafony 
from the mouth of the river upwards, except fturgeon, which do 
not ‘afcend the upper falls; befides a variety of {mall ffh, fuch as 
pike, carp, pearch, SiC. 

From this river are employed feveral brigs of. one uairedied and 
eighty tons each, in the European trade ; and about fixty or feventy 
fail of from fixty to one hundred and fifty tons, in the Weift-India 
trade ; befides a few fithing veflels, and forty or fifty coafting veffels. 

In ee Hert to thefe, there are in this province many other rivers, 
which, though inferior in* point of magnitude, yet are worthy of 
hotice, as they afford, in many inftances, either excellent inland na- 
vigation, or prefent the means of improving of it, As they add to 
the beauty of the country, and value ofthe foil; and as they furnith 
fituations peculiarly « lefirable for the eréGting of mills, or the intro- 
duction of manufactures, thefe we fhall notice. when treating of the 
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different States in which they principally puifiie their courfe, or take 
their rife. | ; 


POPULATION, CHARACTER, AND DIVERSIONS. 


_New-England is the mof populous part of the United States. It 
contained, according to the cenfus of 1790, one million nine thou-. 
fand five hundred and twenty-two fouls; its prefent number. of inhabi- 
tants amounts at leaft-to one million three hundred thoufand. The 
great body of thefe are landholders and cultivators of the foil, and as 
they poffefs, in fee fimple, the farms which they cultivate, they are na- 
turally all attached to their country ; the cultivation of the foil makes 
them robuft andhealthy, and enables them to defend it. 

New-England may with propriety be called a nurfery of meny 
whence are annually tranfplanted, into other parts of the United. 
States, thoufands of its natives. WVaft numbers of them, fince the 
war, have emigrated into the northern parts of New-York, into 
Kentucky, and the Weftern Territory, and into Georgia; and 
fome are fcattered into every State, and every town of note in the 
Union. 

The inhabitants of New-England are almoft univerfally of Enelifh 
defcent; arid it is owing to this circumftance, and to the great and 
general attention that has been paid to education, that the Englifh 
language has been preferved among them fo free of corruption. 

The New-Englanders are generally tall, ftout, and well built ; 
they glory, and perhaps with juftice, in poffefiing that fpirit of free. 
dom which induced their anceftors to.leave their native country, to: 
brave the dangers of the ocean, and the hardfhips of fettling in a: 
wildernefS. Their education, laws, and fituation, ferve to in{pire 
them with high notions of liberty. Their jealoufy is awakened at 
the firft motion towards an invafion of their. rights. They are, in« 
‘deed, often jealous to excefs; a circumftance which is a fruitful 
fource of imaginary grievances, and of groundlefs fufpicions and 
complaints againft government. But thefe ebullitions of jealoufy, 
though cenfurable, and productive of fome political evils, fhew that. 
the effence of true liberty exifts in New- England ; for jealoufy is a 
guardian of liberty, and a characteriftic of free republicans. A chief. 
foundation of liberty and equality in the New-England States is a law 
by which inteftate eftates defcend to all the children, or other heirs, 1D 
equal proportion, except to the eldeft fon, who has two fhares. In 
1789, Matfachufetts aboliflied this exception. In confequence of thefe 
- laws, the. people of New-England enj ay an equality of condition un- 
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known in any other part of the world: andit is in this way that the 
people have preferved that happy mediocrity among themfelves, 
which, by inducing economy and induftry, removes from them 
temptations to luxury, and forms them to habits of fobriety and 
temperance. At the fame time, their induftry and frugality exempt 
them from want, and from the heceffity of fubmitting to any en- 
ctoachments of their liberties. 

In New-England, learning is thoré generally diffuléd among alt 
ranks of peoplé than in any other part of the globe ; arifing from the 
excellent eftablifhment of {chools in almoft every townfhip.—In 
tHefe {chools, which aré genérally fupported by a public tax, and 
under the direction of a fchool committee, are taught the elements 
of reading, writing, arithmetic, and in the more wealthy towns; 
they have introduced the higher branches of grammar, -geo- 
graphy, &e. 

A very valuable fource of information | to the people is the newf: 
p2pers, of which not lefs than thirty thoufand are printed every 
Week in New-England, and circulated in almoft every town and village 
in the country.* Bet 

A perfon of mature age, who cannot both read and write, is 
rarely to be found, By means of this general eftablifhment of 
ichools, the extenfive circulation of néwfpapers, and the confequent 
{pread of learning, every townfhip throughout the couritry is furé 
nifhed with men capable of condtitting the affairs of their town with 
judgment and diferetion. Thefe men ate the channel$ of political 
information to the lower clafs of peop!e; if fuch a dlafs may be faid 
to exift in. New-England; where every mari thinks himfelf at leaft as 
good as his neighbour, and believes that all mahkiiid are, or ought 
to be, equal. The people, from their childhood, fortn habits of 
canvaffing public affairs, and commence politicians. This natu- 
rally leads them to be very inquifitive. It is with knowledge as with 
riches, the mere a man has, the more he wifhes to obtain ; his de- 
fire has no bounds. This defire after knowledge, in a greater or lefs 
degree, prevails throughout all claffes of people in New-England ; 
and from their various modes of expreffing it, fomie of which are 
blunt and familiar, bordering on impertinence, flrangers have beer 


*% According to an accurate eftimate lately made, it appears that no lefs than feventy- 
feven thoufand newfpapers’ are printed weekly in the American States; which, in a 
year, would arnount to ypwards of four millions, and at four cents each would make 
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induced to mention impertinent inguifitivenc/s as a diftinguifhing cha« 
racteriftic of the New- England people. But this is true only with 
regard to that clafs of people, who, confined to domeftic life, have not 
had an opportunity of mingling with the world; and fuch people 
are not peculiar to New-England ; they compofe a great part of the 
community of every ftate and country. 

Before the late war, which introduced into New-England a flood 
of corruptions, with many improvements, the Sabbath was. ob- 
ferved with great ftriftnefs; no unneceflary travelling, no fecular 
bufinefs, no vifiting, no diverfions were permitted on that day. 
They confidered it as confecrated to divine worfhip, and were ge- 
nerally punctual and ferious in their attendance upon it. Their 
laws were ftriét in guarding the Sabbath againft every innovation. 
The fuppofed feverity with which thefe laws were compofed and 
executed, together with fome other traits in their religious charac- 
ter, have acquired for the New-Englanders, the name of a fuperfti- 
tious, bigoted people. But fitperftition and bigotry are fo’ in- 
definite in their fignifications, and fo varioufly applied by perfons of 
different principles and educations, that it is not eafv to determine 
whether they eyer deferved that character. ‘Leaving every perion to 
enjoy his own opinion in repard to this matter, we only obferve, that, 
fince the war, a CATHOLIC TOLERANT SPIRIT, occafioned by a 
more ENLARGED INTERCOURSE With mankind, has greatly in- 
_ creafed, and is becoming univerfal; and if they do not break’ the 
proper bound, and liberalize away all true religion, they will coun- 
teract that ftong propenfity in human nature, which leads men to 
vibrate from one extreme to its oppofite, and gain the approbation of 
every well-wither of the rights of mankind. 

There is one diftinguifhing charateriftic in the religious character 
of this people, which we muft not omit mentioning ; and that is, the 
cuftom of annually celebrating Fafts and Thank(fgivings. In the 
{pring, the governors of the feveral New-England States, except 
Rhode-Ifland, iffue their proclamations, appointing a day to be re- 
ligioufly obferved in fafting, humiliation, and prayer throughout 
their refpective States, in aan the predominating vices, that par- 
ticularly call for humiliation, are enumerated. In autumn, after 
harveft, that gladfome era in the hufbandman’s life, the governors 
again iffue their proclamations, appointing a day of public thankf- 
giving, enumerating the public bledlings received in the courfe of the 
foregoing year. 
| The 
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This. pious cnftom originated with their venerable anceftors,, the 
firft {etilers of New-England, and has been handed down through 
the fucceflive generations of their pofterity. A cuftom fo rational, 
and fo happily calculated to cherifh in the minds of the people.a 
fenfe of their dependence on the Great BENEFAcToR of the world 
for all their bleflings, it is hoped will ever be preferved. | 

The people of New-England generally obtain their eftates by hard 
and perfevering labour: they of confequence know their value, 
saat {pend with frugality. Yet in no country do the indigent and 
unfortunate fare better. Their laws oblige every town to providea 
competent maintenance for their poor, and the neceffitous ftranger is 

rotected, and relieved by their humane inftitutions. It may in 
truth be faid, that in no part of the world are the people happier, 
better furnifhed with the neceffaries and converiiencies of life, or 
more independent, than the farmers of New-England. As the 
great body of the people are hardy, independent freeholders, their 
manners are, as. they ought to be, congenial to their employment, 
plain, fimple, and unpolifhed. Strangers are receivéd and enter- 
tained among them with a great deal of artlefs fincerity, and friendly, 
unformal hofpitality. Their children, thofe catative creatures, to 
whofe education particular attention is paid, early imbibe the man- . 
ners and habits of thofe around them ; and the ftranger, with plea- 
-fure, notices the honeft and decent refpect that is paid him by the 
ghildren as he paffes through the country. | 

‘As the people, by reprefentation, make their own laws and ap= 
point their own.oificers, they cannot be oppreffed; and living under 
governments which.have few lucrative places, they have few motives 
to bribery, corrupt canvaffings, or intrigue. Real abilities and a 
_moral character unblemifhed are the qualifications requifite in the view 
of moft people, for officers of public truft. The expreffion of a wifh 
_to be promoted, is, in fome parts of N ew-England, the direct way to 
_be difappointed. . 

The inhabitants, in fome parts of New England, are generally 
.fond of the arts and fciences, and have cultivated them with great 
fuccefs. Their colleges have flourifhed. ‘The iluftrious characters 
.they have produced, whovhave diftinguifhed themfelves in politi ics, 
law, divinity, the mathematics, and philofophy, natural and civil 
chiftory, and in the fine arts, particularly poetry, evince the truth of 
_thefe obfervations. - 
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‘The women in ‘New-England generally have fair, freth, and 
healthful countenances, mingled with much female foftnefs and dee 
. licacy. - Thofe who have had the advantages of a good educations 
and they are numerous, are genteel, eafy, and agreeable in their man- 
ners, and are fprightly and fenfible in their converfation. They are 
early taught to manage domeftic concerns with neatnefs and economy. 
‘Women of the firft rank and fortune make it a part of their daily bu-. 
nefs to fuperintend the affairs of the family. Employment at theneedle, 
cookery, and at the {pinning wheel, with them is honourable. Idle- 
nefs, even in thofe of independent fortunes; is univerfally difrepu- 
table. The women in country towns manufacture the greatedt part 
of the cloathing of their families. Their linen and woollen cloths 
are {trong and decent. Their butter and cheefe is not inferior to any. 
in the world. 

Dancing is the principal and favourite amufement in New-Eng- 
land ; and of this the young people of both fexes are extremely fond. 
Gaming is practifed by none but thofe who cannot, or rather will 
not, find a reputable employment. The gameffer, the horfe jockeys 
and the knave, are equally defpifed, and their company is avoided 
_by all who would fuftain fair and irreproachable characters. 

The athletic and healthy diverfions of cricket, foot ball, quoits; 
wreftling, jumping, hopping, foot races, and prifon bars, are uni- 
verfally practifed in the country, and fome of them in the moft po- 
pulous places, and by people of almoft allranks. 7 

Squirrel-hunting is a noted diverfion in country places; where this 
kind of game is plenty: fome divert themfelves with fox-hunting, and 
others with the more profitable {ports of fifhing and duck- hunting; and 
in the frontier fettlements where deer and fur gamie abound; the inha- 
bitants make a lucrative fport of hunting them. In the winter 
feafon, while the ground is covered with fnow, which is commonly: 
two or three months; fleighing is the general diverfion. A great 
part of the families throughout the country are furnifhed with horfes 
and fleighs. : 

HISTORY OF ITS SETTLEMENT, &ec: 

New-England was difcovered in the beginning of the laft century, 
and called North-Virginia; the firft European fettlement was formed 
in 1608; this firft colony, which was weak and.ill-directed,- did not. 
fucceed, and for fome time after there were only a few adv enturers who - 
went over at times in the fummer, built themfelves temporary huts 
for the purpofe of trading with the favages, and; like them, difap- 
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peared again for the reft of the year; but fanaticifm, which had 
depopulated America in the South, was deftined to re-people it in’ 
the North. New-England owes its regular fettlement to religious 
perfecution. Soon after the commencement of the reformation in 
England,* which was not until the year 1534, the Proteftants were 
divided into two parties, one the followers of Luther, and the: — 
other of Calvin. The former had chofen gradually, and almof im- 
perceptibly, to recede from the Church of Rome; while the latter, 
more zealous, and convinced of the importance of a thorough re- 
formation, and at the fame time poffeffing much firmnefs and high 
notions of religtous liberty, was for effecting a thorough change 
at once. Their confequent endeavours to expunge from the church 
all the inventions which had been brought into it fince the days of 
the Apoftles, and to introduce “ Scripture purity,” obtained for 
them the name of PuriTrans. 

_ A number of thefe people, upon the borders of Nottinghamfhire, 
Lincolnfhire, and Yorkfhire, having fuffered perfecution patiently 
for years, and fearched the Scriptures diligently, were at length fully 
of opinion, that the ceremonies of the Englifh church were wnlawful; 
that the lordly power of her prelates was contrary to the freedom of 
the gofpel; and that her offices, courts, and canons, had no warrant 
in the word of God. ‘They determined, therefore, to fhake off 
human impofitions, brought into the church againit the fuperior 
Jaw of Chrift, the genius of his plain religion and Chriftian liberty. 
They refolved, as the Lord’s free people, ‘* to join them/felves by covenant 
“ Znto a church fate; and, agreeably to prefent or future knowledge, 
“ 40 walk in a the'ways of God, according to their bef abilities, whate 
‘*" ever it cof then. + ' . 

The affembly, owing to the diftance of habitations, was obliged 
to form: itfelf into two diftin® religious focieties; the one, with 
which is otir concern; foon had for its paitor the famous Mr. John 
Robinfon. The church kept together about a year; but being ex- 
tremely haraffed by perfecution, concluded upon removing to’ Hol- 
land. The pions refugees tepaired to and fettled at Amfterdam ; but 
after a while removed’ to Leyden; where they were highly re- 
fpected, and would ‘have been allowed fome public favour, had it 
not been for fear ef offending England. By hard-and-continued la- 
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 *® Such was the rapid growth of the Proteftant intereft, that in 1563; only forty-fix 
errs after the cormmencement of ‘the reformation by Luther, there were-in France alone 
tivo thoufand one hundred and fifty affemblies of Proteftants. 
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bour they obtained a living. The Dutch employed them before 
others, for their honeft and exemplary behaviour, and readily trufted 
them when in want of money. Matters, however, were not alto- 
gether to their mind; and fome of the mof fenfible in 1617 began 
to think of another removal. It was imagined, that if a better and 
eafier place of living could be had, numbers would join them. The 
morals of the Dutch were too diffolute, and they were afraid that 
their offspring would become irreligious. Befide, they had an ar 
dent, noble, and godly defire, of laying a foundation for {preading 
the religion of Jefus over the remote regions of the earth, and of 
handing down to future ages, what they thought to be the pure and 
unadulterated worfhip of the great Jenovau. They therefore di- 
rected their views to America. To thofe who objected—the length 
and danger of the voyage, the difficulties and calamities to which 
they fhould be expofed, the barbarities and treacheries of the In- , 
d@ians, and their inability to fupport the expence—it was an{wered, 
** The difficulties are not invincible, and may be overcome bv for- 
titude and patience; the ends propofed are good and honourable 
the calling lawful and urgent; the blefling of God may therefore 
be expected. We live but as exiles now, and are ina poor condi 
‘tions The truce with the Spaniards is haftening to a clofe. No- 
thing but preparations fer war are going forward. The Spaniards - 
-may be as cruel as the favages ; and famine and peftilence may be as 
‘fore in Holland as in America.” 
.. After ferious and folemn application to Ged for direction, day 
--eoncluded on carrying the propofal of croffing the Atlantic into exe- 
cution, intending to live in a diftin@ body by themfelves, under 3 
the general government of the Virginia Compan;, and to fue to his 
majefty, King James, for full kberty and freedom of confcience. 

The Virginia Company granted them a patent, with as ample 
-privileges as they could; but, notwithfianding the great intereft 
made by gentlemen of the firft character, and by the chief fecretary 
‘of-itate, the KING and Bisuops refufed to allow the refugees, though 
at the diftance of three thoufand miles, liberty of confcience under 
the royal feal. . All they could obtain from his majefty, was a pro- 
mife that he would connive at, and not moleft them, provided they 
carried themfelves peaceably ; but he would not tolerate them by 
-his public authority. Upon this occafion it was witely obferved, 
28 If his majefty’s promife is no fecurity, a further confirmation 
will be of litle value; though it has q feal as broad as the houfe- 
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floor, it will not ferve the turn, for there will be means enow 
found, when wanted, to recall or reverfe it; and we muft ref 
herein on: God’s Providence.” This reafoning, and the hope ot 
being placed beyond the reach of ecclefiaftical courts, prevailed. 
‘They refolved to venture; and, after long attendance, much cof | 
and labour, obtained a patent. 

They agreed, that the minor part of younger and ftronger men, 
with Mr. Brewfter, an elder of the church, fhould go firft, and 
that their paftor, Mr. Robinfon, fhould remain behind with the ma- 
jority, for a future favourable opportunity. 

The colony deftined for America failed from Delft-Haven for 
Southampton on the 22d of July, 1620, and there met a fhip, having 
fome Englifh friends on board, who propofed removing with them. 
Both veffels proceeded to fea, but returned twice into port, on ace 
count of defeéts in the one from Delft, which was difmiffed. 
Part of the company. returned to London, the remainder. betook 
themfelves to the fhip, and failed from Plymouth the 6th of Sep- 
tember. After many delays, difficulties, and dangers, they made 
‘Cape Cod at break of day on the oth of November, and entered the 
harbour on the roth, 

it was their intention to have fettled at the mouth of Hudfon’s 
river; but the Dutch, intending to plant a colony there of their 
‘own, privately hired the mafter. of the fhip to contrive delays jn 
England, and then to conduct them to thefe northern coatts, and 
there, under pretence of fhoals and winter, to difcourage them from 
‘yenturing to the place of deftination. This is confidently aflerted 
by the hiftorians of that time. Although Cape Cod Harbour was 
good, the country around wag fandy and barren. Thefe were dif, 
couraging circumftances ; but the feafon being far advanced, they 
prudently determined to make the beft of their prefent fituation. 

As they were not within the limits of their patent, and con- 
fequently not under the jurifdiction of the Virginia Company, 
they concluded it neceflary to eftablifh a feparate government 
for themfelves. Accordingly, before they landed, having de- 
voutly given thanks to God for their fafe arrival, they formed 
‘themfelves into a body politic, by a_folemn contrad, to which they all 
fubfcribed, thereby making it the bafis of their government. They 
chofe Mr. John Carver, a gentleman of piety and approved abili. 
ties, to be their governor for the firft ‘spe This was on the 11th 
of November, 1620. | 
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Their next object was to fix on a convenient place for fettlement. 
in doing this they were obliged to encounter numerous difficulties, 
and to fuffer incredible hardfhips. Many of them were fick in con- 
fequence of the fatigues of a lofig voyage; their provifions were 
bad—the feafon was uncommonly cold—the indians, though after- 
wards friendly, were now hoftile—and they were unacquainted with 
the coaft. Thefe difficulties they furmounted, and on the 31ft of 
December they were all fafely landed at a place, which, in grateful 
comimemoration of Plymouth in England, the town which they lait 
left in their native land, they called Plymouth, This is the firit 
Englifh town that was fettled in New-England. 

' In fome of their excurfions in fearch of a fuitable place for fet- 
tlement, they found buried feveral bafkets of Indian corn, to the’, 
amount of ten bufhels, which fortunately ferved them for planting 
the next fpring, and perhaps was the means of preferving them from 
perifhing with hunger. They made diligent inquiry for the owners, — 
whom they found, and afterwards paid the full value of the corn, 

Before the end of November, Sufanna, the Wife of William 
White, was delivered of a fon, whom they called Peregrine ; he is 
fuppofed to have been the firft child of European extraction born in 
New-England. 

The whole company Hine landed confifted of but one hundred 
and one fouls; their fituation was di i{trefing, and their profpeé 
truly difmal and difcouraging. Their neareft neighbours, except the 
natives, were a French fettlement at Port Royal, and one of the 
Englith at Virginia. The neareft of thefe was five hundred miles 
from them, and utterly incapable of affording them relief in a time 
of famine or danger. Wherever they turned their eyes, diftrefs 
was before them. Perfecuted for religion in their native land— 
grieved for the profanation of the Sabbath, and other licentioufnefs 
in Holland—fatigued by their long and boifterous voyage—difap- 
pointed through the treachery of their commander of their expected, 
country—forced on a dangerous and unknown fhore, in the advance 
of a cold winter—furrounded by hoftile barbarians, without any 
hope of human fuccour—denied the aid or favour of the court of 
England—without a public promife of a peaceable enjoyment of 
their religious liberties—worn out with toil and fufferings, and 
without convenient fhelter from the rigours, of the weather.— 
Such were the profpeéts, and fuch the fituation of thefe pious foli- 
tary Chriftians ; ants to — to their diffreffes, a general and very 
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mortal ficknéfs prevailed among them, which fwept off forty-fix of 
their number before the opening of the next fpring. To fupport 
them under thefe trials, they had need of all the aids and comforts 
which Chriftianity affords ; and thefe were fufficient. The free and 
unmolefted enjoyment of their religion reconciled them to their 
humble and lonely fituation—they bore their hardfhips with unex- 
ampled patience, and perfevered in their pilgrimage of almoft un- 
paralleled trials, with fuch refignation and calmnefs, as gave proof of 
great piety and unconquerable virtue. 

It would have been aftonifhing, had not thefe planters carried 
with them opinions favourable to liberty. The arbitrary proceedings 
of Elizabeth and James produced a fpirit of inquiry, and induced 
the fufferers. and others to canvafs the equity of thofe powers which 
were fo improperly exercifed. When the film of prejudice was re- 
moved, it was eafy to difcern that tyranny, whether in church or 
fate, could not be vindicated by reafon or revelation; and that 
Heaven’s permitting it, was no more a countenance to that than any 
“other wickednefs. Befide, the Plymouthians had lived for years 
‘among a people, who had been engaged in a bloody war with a cruel 
‘unrelenting tyrant, whofe fovereignty they had renounced. The 
frequent converfation that muft have paffed between the Dutch and 
‘Englifi refugees, muft have improved the attachment of the laft 
‘to the caufe of freedom. It might alfo have been hinted to them, 
that it began to be the fentiment of fome Englifh nobles and princi- 
‘pal commoners, that in cafe of a removal to America, perfons, 
without any charter from the crown, were at Jiberty to eftablith 
what form of government they pleafed, and to fet up.a new ftate, 
as fully, to all intents and purpofes, as though they were making 
their firft entrance into civil fociety. 

Ne wonder then, efpecially confidering the general equality pre- 
-vailing among them, that the Plymouthians, by their contract before 
landing, formed themfelves into a praper democracy ; and that it was 
entered in the Plymouth records of 1636, “ Finding, that as free- 
born fubjeéts of the ftate of England, we hither came with all and 
. fingular the privileges belonging to fuch; in the firft place we think 
good, that it be eftablifhed for an aé, that, according to the rights, 
fuppofed to be wanting, and due privileges of the fabjeés aforefaid, 
no impofition, law, or ordinance, be made or impofed upon us at 
-prefent, or to come; but fuch as fhall be made and impofed by 
veonfent, according ito the free liberties of free-born fubjects of the 
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ffateand kingdom of England, and no otherwife.” They meant to con- 
tinue their allegiance to the crown—to retain their connection with the 
mother country—to adopt the general laws of England for the rule 
of government, wherein they fuited—and to be governed by their 
own particular acts in other inftances. 

A better fet of emigrants never croffed the Atlantic; ** they were 
a plain, frugal, induftrious, confcientious, and loving people; and, 
for the day in which they lived, and confidering their education, 
poffefled a good fhare of politenefs.. The important light in which 
they viewed morality, led them, in many inftances, to fuch critical 
exactnefs, as would be deemed by the moderns ridiculous; from 
thence, however, the community derived fubftantial benefits. They 
have been ftigmatifed as enthufiafts, but nothing like enthufiafm is 
to be met with in the records of any of their tranfactions, either 
civil or ecclefiaitic. Their piety indeed was eminent and fervent, 
but.it was alfo rational, and their religion was that of the Bible, and 
had a proper influence upon their conduct.” 

On the 3d of November, 1620, King James figned a patent, in- 
corporating the Duke of Lenox, the Marquiffes of Buckingham and 
Hamilton, the Earls of Arundel and Warwick, Sir Francis Gorges, 
with thirty-four others, and their fucceflors, ftiling them, * The 
council eftablifhed in Plymouth, in the county of Devon, for the 
planting, ruling, ordering, and governing of New-England in Ame- 
rica.’ To this council he granted all that part of America which lies 
between the 4oth and 48th degrees of north latitude. ‘This patent 
is the great civil dafis of all the grants and patents by which New- 
England was afterwards divided. This council retained the power 
vetted in them by the crown until the year 1635, when they — 
their charter. 

In March, 1621, Mafaffoit,* one of the mof ceed Sagas 
mores of the neighbouring Indians, with fixty attendants, made a 
vifit to the Plymouth fettlers, and entered into a formal and very 
‘friendly treaty with them, wherein they agreed to avoid injuries om 
both fides—to punith offenders—to reftore ftolen goods—to affift 
each other in all juftifiabie wars—to promote peace among their’ 
neighbours, &c.—Mafaffoit and his fucceflors, for fifty years, in~ 
violably obferved this treaty. The Englifh are much indebted to 


* The feat of Mafaffoit way at Pakanokit, on’ Namiafket river, which empties into 
Warraganfet Bay. # | 
him 
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him for his friendfhip, and his memory will ever be refpected in 
New-England. 

The Narraganfets, difliking the condué of Mafaifoit, Jedtinad 
war againft him, which occafioned much confufion and fighting 
among the Indians. The Plymouth colony interpofed in favour of 
Mafafloit, their good ally, and terminated the difpute, to the terror 
of their enemies: even Canonicus himfelf, the terrific Sachem of 
the Narraganfets, fued for peace. 

The prudent, friendly, and upright conduc of the Plymouth co- 
lony towards their neighbours, the Indians, fecured their friend{hip 
and alliance. On the 13th of September, 1621, no lefs than nine 
Sachems declared allegiance to King James; and Mafaffoit, with 
many of his Sub-Sachems, who lived-araund the bays of Patuxent 
and Maffachufetts, fubfcribed a writing, acknowledging the King of 
England their wafer. Thefe tranfactions are fo many proofs of the 
peaceful and benevolent difpofition of the Plymouth fettlers; for 
had they been otherwife difpofed, they never could have introduced 
and maintained a friendly intercourfe with the natives. 

On the roth of September this year, the king granted to Sir Wil- 
liam Alexander a patent of all the tract of country bounded by a 
line drawn from Cape Sables to the Bay of St. Mary; thence to 
the river St. Croix; thence north to Canada river; down the river 
Gachepe; thence fouth-eaft to Cape Breton ifland aiid Cape Breton ; 
thence round to. Cape Sables; with all feas and iflands within fix 
leagues of the weftern and eaftern parts, and within forty leagues 
fouthward of Cape Breton and Cape Sables; to be called Nova 
Scotia. 

This year, 1622, died Squanto, the friend of the Englith, who 
merits to have his name perpetuated in hiftory. Squanto was one. 
of the twenty Indians whom Hunt perfidioufly carried to Spain ; 
whence he came.to London, and afterwards returned to his-native 
country with the Plymouth colony. Forgetting the perfidy of thofe 
who made him. a captive, he became a warm friend to the English, 
and continued fo to the day of his death. A few days before he died, 
he defired the governor to pray that he might go to the Englifhman’s 
God in heaven. 

In March, 1624, Mr. Wintlow, agent for the colony, arrived,. 
and, together with a good fupply of cloathing, brought a du// and 
three beifers, which were the firft cattle of the kind in this part of 
America. From thefe, and others that were afterwards brought 
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over from England, fprang the prefent multitude of cattle in the 
northern ftates. None of the domeftic animals were found in Ames. 
rica by the firft European fettlers. 

At the clofe of this year, 1624, the plantation at New-Plymouth 
confifted of one hundred and eighty perfons, who lived in thirty-two | 
dwelling houfes. Their ftock was a few cattle and. goats, and a. 
plenty of {wine and poultry. Their town was impaled about half a. . 
mile in compafs. Ona high mount in the town they had erected a, 
fort of wood, lime, and ftone, and a handfome watch tower, : 

The year 1625 is diftinguifhed by the death of the Rev: Mr. Ros. 
binfon ; he died at Leyden in March, in the fiftieth year of his ages 
He was truly.a great and good man, and lived in great love and har- 
mony with his people; he was held in high eftimation by all his 
acquaintance, for his learning, piety, moderation, and excellent ac- .. 
complifhments. His death was lamented as a public lofs, and felt 
by none more than by his beloved and far-diftant people at Ply-=. 
mouth. His fon IMaac went over to Plymouth, where he lived to the 
age of ninety years. His defcendants ftill live in Barnftable coun is 
in Maffachufetts. | eh ti 

After the death of Mr. Robinfon, the remaining part of his cons 
gregation were extremely defirous of going over to their friends at 
Plymouth, and meafures were taken for the purpofe; yet it was not 
until the year 1629 that they effected their defign. 

The Plymouthians having cleared the way for other fufferers to fettle 
in America, with lefs difficulty and danger than what they had 
experienced ; the fame of their plantation fpreading through the | 


weftern parts of England, and the government in church and ftate. 


growing more and more oppreilive; the territory of the Maffachu- 
fetts-Bay was purchafed of the Plymouth-Council, in the year. 1628, 
and a company foon formed, who confulted on fettling a plantation, 
to which non-conforming puritans might emigrate in order to enjoy 
their own principles in full fecurity. Fheir fufferings had been 
moderated for a few years before Elizabeth’s death. The queen was 
far advanced in life; the next heir to the crown was a prefbyterian, 


who had fubfcribed to the Scotch national covenant, and, with hands 


uplifted to heaven, had pronounced, “ The Scotch kirk the pureft 
in the world, and the fervice of the kirk of England an evil faid mafs 
in Englith, that wants nothing of the mafs but the liftings:’? he had 
interceded for fome of ‘the perfecuted minifters; and the bifhops . 
were cautious of acting againit a party, for whom King James had 
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declared : but upon his afcending the throne, the fears of the high 
churchen and the hopes of the non-conformifts were foon ended. 
It was not long before the king became in the church a furious per- 
fecutor of the nor-conformifts, and in the {tate as errant a defpot as 
his cowardice would allow. In ftigmatizing for puritans, all who 
ftood by the laws of the land, and oppofed his arbitrary government, 
though ftrenuous churchmen, he ftrengthened the caufe of the 
church-puritans: the former, called by way of diftinction ftate-puri. 
tans, joining the latter, both together became at length the majority 
of the nation. 

Still the times were not mended; and the death-of James made 
way for their becoming much worfe. Charles took for his bofom 
counfellor, in religious affairs, Bifhop Laud, the moft unqualified 
perfon for the purpofe of any to be found in the three kingdoms: 
he alfo refignred himfelf up to the mof arbitrary councils. 

The lowering profpect thickened apace; the Mafflachufetts Com- 
pany, therefore, provided a fafe retreat in feafon. They applied 
immediately to the improvement of their purchafed territory, and 
{ent out Captain John Endicott and others, with fervants, to begin @ 
plantation, wHo arrived at, what is now named, Salem. They foon 
after petitioned for a royal charter, hoping that their exiftence and 
powers would be thereby fecuted and promoted. ‘They fucceeded, 
and on the 4th of March, 1629, a charter of incorporation was 
granted, making them a body politic, by the name of “ The Go- 
vernor and Company of the Maffachuletts-Bay in New-Engiand,”’ 
with as full powers as any other corporation in the realm of Eng- 
land. The grant and fale of the Plymouth-Council was confirmed. 
Till the annual election by the company could commence, the 
governor, deputy-governor, and eighteen aifiltants were fpecified. 
‘The mode of governing, and of admitting freemen was prefcribed. 
They were empowered to elect and conititute fuch other officers, 
as might be thought requifite for the managing of their affairs; and 
to make laws and ordinances, not contrary to the laws and ftatutes 
of the realm, for the good of the faid company, and the government 
of their lands and plantation, and the inhabitants thereof. They 
were allowed to tranfport perfons, whether fubjecéts or ftrangers, 
weapons, merchandife, &c. any law to the contrary notwithitanding 
—{uch was the difpenfing power the king affumed. He alfo ex- 
empted them from paying cuftom or fubfidy for feven years: the 
governor and company, their factors and aflizns, were to pzy neither 
2 ) ‘ that 
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that nor any taxes in New-England for the fame fpace. All were freed 
from duties upon goods imported or exported for twenty-one years, 
except the old five per cent. cuftom upon imports after the expi- 
ration of the feven years. All his majefty’s fubjeéts going to and 
inhabiting the company’s lands, together with their children, were 
to enjoy all the liberties of free and natural fubjeéts, within any of 
his dominions, the fame as though born in England. Befide, the 
governor and company were entrufted with the power of making 
Jaws, ordinances, &c. not contrary to the laws of England; of fet- 
tling the government and magiftracy of @e plantation and its inha- 
bitants; of naming all the officers; and of fetting forth their feveral 
duties, powers, and limits; and the king commaneed that all fuch 
Jaws, ordinances, &c. fhould be publifhed, in writing, under the 
common feal of the company, and thereupon be carefully ebferved 
and put into execution, according to their true meaning. The 
charter * dees net once mention Liberty af confcience or toleration , 
though one + hiftorian has inadvertently advanced, that ‘* free lis 
berty of confcience was likewife granted to all who fhould fettle in 
the Maffachufetts-Bay, to werfhip God in their own way ;” and 
another,{ ‘‘ the charter granted toleration to all Chriftians, except 
papifts.” The affertions apply only to the charter granted by King 
William and Queen Mary. 

The company, in the exercife of their chactevell powers, deter- 
mined, on the goth of April, 1629, that a governor and council of 
twelve, refiding on the plantation, fhoyld have the fole ordering of 
its affairs and government. ‘They appointed Captain Endicott gq- 
vernor, and feven gentlemen going from England to be counfellors, 
and directed how the other five fhould be elected, together, with a 
deputy-governor and fecretary. | 

Meffrs. Higginfon, Skelton, Bright, John and Samuel Browne, 
were of the feven counfellofs nominated by the company. The 
three firft, being minifters, had declared themfelves to be of one 


judgment, and to be fully agreed in the manner how to exercife 
their miniftry. The company’s committee in their letter to Gover- 


nor Endicott,. exprefled good hopes on account of it, and at the 
fame time recommended Meffis. John and Samuel Browne as men 


* See the Charter in Hutchinfon’s Collection of Papers, p. 1-23» 
‘+ Neale’s Hiftory of the Puritans, gto. Vol. Ip. 543. 
} Hutchinfon’s Hiltory of the Maffachuletts-Bay. Vel. II. p. 3. 
E 2 whom 


28 GENERAL DESCRIPTION 


whom they much refpected, being fully perfuaded of their fincere 
affections to the good of the plantation.* The minifters and paf- 
fengers were epifcopally inclined when they left England, though 
they could not conform to many ceremonies and cuftoms, nor fub- 
mit to, what they judged, different corruptions, impofed upon their 
confciences by the king and prelates; they were alfo {trongly pres 
judiced againft the feparatifts, in which clafs the Plymouthians were 
numbered; but long before they arrived, or even failed, a Doétor . 
Fuller, a deacon of the church at Plymouth, and weil verfed in its. 
difcipline, having been {e#: for on account of a fatal ficknefs which 
broke.out among the emigrants after their arrival at Salem, had, 
by his converfation with Captain Endicott, taken off the ill effect of 
common report, and brought him to think favourably of the outward 
form of worfhip efpoufed by the Plymouthians. The influence of 
the dodctor’s intercourfe with the Salem fettlers cannot be thought 
to have been confined to the captain. When the bufinefs of orgas 
‘hizing a church was brought forward after the arrival of the coun- 
fellors, the matter was frequently canvaffed, and at length it was de- 
termined to form it nearly upon the plan of the one at Plymouth, and 
to invite the latter to be prefent, by their meffengers, at the ordi- 
nation of the minifters Meffrs. Skelton and Higginfon. Notwith- 
ftanding crofs winds, the Plymouth meffengers were time enough 
to give the right hand of fellowfhip, by which ceremony the two 
‘churches profeffed mutual affetion and communion. 3 

While things were thus fettling on the continent, Mr. Matthew 
Craddock, the governor in England, propofed at the general court, 
that for the advancement of the plantation, the encouragement of 
perfons of worth and quality to tranfplant themfelves and families, 
and other weighty reafons, the government of the plantation fhould 
‘be transferred to its inhabitants, and not be continued in fubordi- 
Nation:to the company at London: the matter was debated, and it 
was agreed, that the perfons prefent fhould ferioufly confider the 
bufinefs againft the next general court; it was a'f> requefted, that 
they would in the mean while condu& themfelves with fuch privacy 
‘that the affair might not be divulged.” At a month’s end they met, 
and agreed, that the government and patent fhould be fettied in New- 
England, if it could be done legally. 
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"The advice of council was ordered to be taken, and it was con- 
fidered how to execute the projected removal without offending | 
government. 

On the zoth of OGober the company, ata general court, proceeded 
to anew election of officers, who were to repair to and fettle in 

New-England. They chofe for governor John Winthrop, Efq. of 

Groton, in Suffolk, a gentleman well known for his piety, liberality, 
wifdom, and gravity. The bufinefs of transferring the patent and 
corporation, and of taking over new fettlers, was profecuted with 
vigour. This enterprife produced a general rumour, as its extent 
and magnitude, the number and principles of the perfons engaged in - 
it, opened upon the public. The intentions of the parties being 
~ fufpected, and jealoufies arifing concerning them, Governor Win- 
throp, and other gentlemen, to remove prejudices, conciliate the 
minds of the difaffeéted, and recommend themfelves and_ their 
expedition to the favourable regards of all ferious Chriftians of the 
epifcopal perfuafion, addreffed their brethren in and of the Church 
of England, and afterwards failed from Yarmouth in the Ifle of 
’ Wight, to America, April 7, 1630. 

The company arrived at Salem on June 12, and foon after were 
in number more than fifteen hundred perfons, from different couns 
ties in England. They applied themfelves early to the forming of 
churches; but the Rev. Mr. Cotton, who went from Bofton in Lin- 
colnfhire, to take leave of his departing friends at Southampton, 
having told them to advife with the Plymouthians, and to do nothing 
to offend them, and a precedent exifting in the church at Salem, 
they difimiffed all the peculiarities of epifcopacy, and preferred the 
congregational mode in general. However, they had no fettled © 
plan of church difcipline, till after the arrival of Mr. Cotton in 1633, 
who was confidered as a kind of .oracle in both civil and facred mat- 
ters, and gradually moulded all their church adminiftrations, and 
thus determined the ecclefiaftical conftitution of the colony. 

From this time New-England began to flourifh. Settlements were 
fuccefsfully enterprized at Charlefton, Bofton, Dorchefter, and 
other places, fo that in forty years from this period, one hundred 
and twenty towns were fettled, and forty Loi pcade were. ge 
thered. ) 

The Laudian perfecution was conducted with unrelenting feve- 
rity ; and while it caufed the deftruétion of thoufands in England, 
proved to be a principle of life and vigour to the infant fettlements in 
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America. Several men of eminence in England, who were the 
friends and protectors of the Puritans, entertained defigns of fettling 
in New-England, if they fhould fail in the meafures they were pur- 
fuing for the eftablifhment of the liberty, and the reformation of the 
religion of their own country, They folicited and obtained grants in 
New-England, and were at great pains in fettling them. Among 
thefe patentees were the Lords Brook, Say and Seal, the Pelhams, 
the Hampdens, and the Pyms; names which afterwards appeared 
with great eclat, Sir Matthew Boynton, Sir William Conftable, Sir 
Arthur Haflerig, and “Oliver Cromwell, were actually upon the 
point of embarking for New-England, when Archbifhop Laud, un- 
willing that fo many objects of his hatred fhould be removed out of 
the reach of his power, applied for, and obtained an order from the 
court to put a ftop to thefe tranfportations. However, he was not 
able to prevail fo far as to hinder New-England from receiving vaft 
additions, as well of the clergy, who were filenced and deprived of 
their living for nan-conformity, as of the laity who adhered to their 
opinions. 

It was in the {pring of this year, 1630, that the GREAT CoNsPIs 
RACY was entered into by the [ndians in all parts, from the Narra-~ 
genfets round to the eaftward, to extirpate the Englifh. The cos 
lony at Plymouth was the principal object of this confpiracy ; they 
well knew that if they could effect the deftruction of Plymouth, the 
infant fettlement at Maffachufetts would fall an eafy facrifice. They. 
Jaid their plan with much art. Under colour of having fome 
diverfion at Plymouth, they intended to have fallen upon the inhabi- ~ 
tants, and thus to have effected their defi go. But their plot was dif-. 
clofed ta the people of Charlefton by John Sagamore, an Indian, 
who had always been a great friend to the Englifh. The treacher- 
ous defign of the Indians alarmed the Englifh, and induced them to 
erect forts and maintain guards, to prevent any fuch fatal furprize 
‘in future. ,Thefe preparations, and the firing of the great guns, fo 
terrified the Indians, that they difperfed, relinquifhed their defign, 
and declared themielves the friends of the Englith. 

From the beginning af the colony of Maflachyfetts, until the 
emigration ceafed, through a change of affairs in England, in 1640, 
there arrived in two hundred and ninety-eight veflels, about twenty- 
one thoufand two hundred fettlers, men, women, and children, or 
four thoufand families, but they did not all confine themfelves to the 

‘Maffachufetts. Thefe fettlers were no lefs ftrenuous’ for their own 
| particulag 
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particular rights andiadvantages than the Plymouthians. When, there- 
fore, the governor and company removed froni London to the Maila- 
chuletts, they renguneed the appearance of a corporation, and af- 
fumed the form of a commonwealth, varying, as it fuited them, 
from the direétions of the charter. The change of place and circum- 
ftances prevented their keeping to it in certain inflances, though not 
in others; but they could eafily fatisiy themfelves as to any violas 
tions, for “they apprehended themfelves fubje@ to no other laws 
or rules of government, than what arofe from natural reafon and the: 
principles of equity, except any politive rules from the werd of 
God.”* Perfons of influence among them held, that birth was no 
neceflary caufe of fubjection ; for that the fubje& of any prince or 
ftate had a natural right to remove to any other ftate or quarter of 
the world, when deprived of liberty of confcience, and that upor 
fuch removal his fubjection ceafed. They called their own a volun- 
tary civil fubjection, arifing merely from a mutual compact be- 
tween them and the king, founded upon the charter. By this com- 
pact, they acknowledged themfelves bound, fo that they could not 
be fubject to, or feek protection from, any other prince, neither could 
make laws repugnant to thofe of England, &c. but, on the other 
hand, they maintained that they were to be governed by laws made 
by themfelves, and by officers of their own electing. They meant 
to be independent of Englifh parliaments, and therefore, when their 
mitimate friends were become leading members.in the Houle of Com- 
mons, - and they were advifed, on account of the great liberty to 
which King Charles left the parliament, to fend over fome to folicit 
for them, and had hopes given that they might obtain much, the go- 
vernor and aiiiftants, after meeting in council upon the occation, 
** declined the motion, on this confideration, that if they fhould put. 
themfelves under the proteétion of the parliament, they muft then be 
fubje& to all fuch laws as they fhould make, or at leaft iuch as they 
might impofe upon them, in which cafe, though they fhould ins 
tend their good, yet, it might prove very prejudicial to them.” 

Whatever approbation {uch fentiments may meet with from the 
friends of liberty, thefe muft regret the inconfiftencies to which hu- 


AY: 


Hutchinfon’s Letter of December 7, 1762. 
Hutchinfon’s Hiftory, vol. I. p. 251, and-252. 
Extract from Governor Winthrop’s MS, Hiflo‘y. t 
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man nature is fubject, in thofe very perfons whofe experience 
fhould have taught them, to do unto others, as they would that others 
fhould have done unto them, when they themfelves were fuffering 
under the relentlefs hand of ‘arbitrary government. But what is 
man! So early as the fecond general court after the arrival of the: 
governor and company, held May 18, 1631, inftead of refolving to 
admit all the fuitable and deferving to a generous participation of their 
freedom, they paffed the pernicious and difingenuous order, ** For time 
to come, no man Joall be admitted to the freedom of this body politic, but 
fuch as are members of fome of the churches. within the limits of the 
fame.’* They foon after concluded, that none but fuch fhould fhare 
in the adminiftration of civil government, or have a voice in any elec- 
tion. Thus a powerful and mifchievous alliance was formed between 
the churches aud the ftate. The afcendency of the clergy was fecured 
and much increafed, for no one could be propofed to the church for 
a member, unlefs the minifter allowed it. The minifters were con- 
fulted by the general court in all matters of great moment; and no- 
thing was determined in fuch cafes, without a formal reference to 
them, who, as might be expected, ufed their influence with the 
people, to procure an approbation of the meafures which they them- 
felves had advifed.+ 

In May, 1634, inftead of the freemen’s appearing perfonally in 
the general court, they for the firft time fent deputies, to the num- 
ber of twenty-four. This was a variation from the charter, which — 
gave no power to admit reprefentatives. Thefe, with the governor, 
deputy governor, andaffiftants, formed the legiflature of the colony, 
met and voted together in one apartment till March 1644, when it 
was ordained, that the governor and affiftants fhould fit apart : 
and thus commenced the Houfe of Reprefentatives, as a diftinct 3 
body. | : FSS 
The general court affumed f{piritual jurifdi@ion. Being church 
members, they might fuppofe they reprefented the churches, no lefs 
than the colony. They would approve of no churches after a certain 
period, March 8, 1636, unlefs they had the approbation of the ma- 
giftrates and elders of moft of the churches within the colony, hor 
would adimit to freedom any of their members. They prefied colo- 
nial uniformity in religion, till they became perfecutor?.$ © What- 


* Maffachufetts Records, vol. I. 
“+ Hutchinfon’s Hiftory, vol. I. p. 424. 


$ Maflachufetts Records, in many places. | 
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ever apology may be made for the treatment given to Ep1scopa- 
LIANS, Baprists, and Quakers, the colony cannot be cleared from 


the charge of perfecuting ; that, however, will not juftify thofe who 
perfecute with reproaches and ill-will the prefent generation, now 


reprobating the intolerance of their forefathers; which at that period 


was, more or lefs, the ftain of moft religious parties. ‘¢It-was not. 
peculiar tothe Maffachufetts people to think themfelves bound incon- 


fcience to ufe the {word of the civil magiftrate to convince, or cut off 
heretics, that fo they might not, infect the church, or injure the 


public peace.”’* The true grounds of liberty of confcience were not 


then known or embraced by many feéts of Chriftians. 

| The government of Maffachufetts was in divers refpects abfolute. 
Both magiftrates and general court often judged and punifhed,. ina 
fummary way, without a jury, according to difcretion, as occafions 


occurred. It was four years before it was enacted or ordered, that 


no trial fhould pafs upon any for life or banifhment, but by a jury 


of freemen: and within three years after, that law was violated 
even by the general court. They exercifed, while fitting, legifla- 
tive, judicial, and executive powers—a practice which muft ever be 


dangerous to the rights of a es even when allowed to their own 
annual reprefentatives. Vee 
The cotintry at length grew uneafy at thefe proceedings ; were 


fafpicious that the general court affected aybitrary government, and 


earneftly expected a body of laws to direct and prote& them in all 
their juft rights and privileges.+ It was the more neceflary to comply 


-with the prevailing expectation, for the bufinefs had been long in 


agitation ; not only fo, but a great majority of the inhabitants were 


not freemen, not being members of the congregational churches, or 

declining to take up their freedom, in order to fecure an exemption ~ 
from ferving in civil offices. It was not, till 1648, that the Dome of: 
laws were digefted and printed. A 


The condu& of the colony on the one hand, and the inveteracy 
of the Englith adminiftration on the other, would certainly have 
produced a revocation of the charter, and probably the ruin of the 


plantation, had not the difturbances in England prevented. It became 
a favourite, upon the change that followed them; and while Oliver 


Cromwell ruled, met -with the utmoft indulgence. From 1640, to 


* Mr, Jobn Calendar’s Century Sermon. | . es gids 
+ Maffachufetts Records for the 4th of N overber, x64, vol. I, , 
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1660, it approached very near to an independent commonwealth.# The 
Houfe of Commons, ina memorable refolve of the roth of March, 
1642, pafled in favour of it, gives New-En gland the title of kingdom.+ 
The commiffioners for New-England, fent over by King Charles II. 
affert in their narrative, ¢ that the colony {folicited Cromwell to be de- 
clared a free ftate, which is not unlikely. 

It has been already mentioned, that all the pedis pafling over 
to the Maffachufetts did not confine themfelves to that colony. 

In 1635, feveral families removed to Connecticut river, by mu- 
tual agreement with their fellow emigrants that remained behind. 
Plantations were formed at Hartford, Windfor, and Weathersfield. 
The inhabitants being foon after fully fatisfied that they were out of 
the Maffachufetts limits, and of courfe jurifdiftion, entered into a 
combination among themfelves, became a body politic, without re- 
{training the freedom of their civil government to the memberfhip of 
their churches, and proceeded to the choice of magiftrates and repre- 
fentatives.. By the articles of government, it -was determined that 
there fhould be annually two general courts, and that no perfon 
fhould be chofen governor more than once in two years. But it muft 
be obferved, -that the fame year, in which the families removed from 
the Maffachufetts, Lords Say and Brooke, with other gentlemen, 
having obtained a grant, John Winthrop, Eiq. was appointed gover= 
nor, took poffeflion of Connecticut river, and began to erect a fort, 
which he called Say-Brooke, to fecure the mouth of jit. TE was fup- 
plied with men, provifions, and all things neceflary, by a veffel from 
England, fent by the grantees, which arrived the latter end of No- 
vember. Some of the grantees had in contemplation the tranfport- 
ing themfelves, families, and effects, to the territory they had ob- 
tained ; but the defign of émigrating was laid afide, when matters 
began to take'a new turn in their native country, and at length the 
agent, Mr. Fenwick, was authorized-to dif pofe of their lands, which 
were purchafed uy the. Beple who had removed from the Mafla- 
chufetts. 

Two large fhips arrived at the Maffachufetts Bay in 1637, with 
paffengers from London, Great pains were taken to pr evail upon 
them to'remain in the colony; but they hoped by removing to a con- 
fiderable diftance, to be out of the reach of a general governor, with 

* Hutchinfon’s Hiftory, vol. I. p. 2 and a 

+ Ib. vol. Lp. ars. 

4 Hutchinfon’s Collection, p. 429. 
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whom the country was then threatened. “ They fent to their friends 


im Conneticut to purchafe of the natives the lands lying between 


them and Hudfon’s river.. They laid the foundation of a flourifh- 
ing colony, of which New-Haven was the capital. They, as Con- 
necticut, formed a government, much like the Maffachufetts, by a 
voluntary agreement, without any charter, or commiffion, or autho- 
rity whatfoever, fromthe crown or other powers in England. ‘They 
admitted no-one to any office, civilor military, or to have a voice in 
any election, except he was a member of one of the churches in News 
England. They had no jury, either in civil or criminal cafes. 
Conneticut and New-Haven continued two diftin@ colonies for 
many years. At length the general court of Connecticut determined 
to prefer an addrefs and petition to Charles Il. profefling their fub- 
jection and loyalty to e Majefly, and foliciting a royal charter, 
and John Winthrop, Efq. who had been chofen governor, was ap- 
pointed to negeciate the affair with the king. He fucceeded, anda 
royal charter was obtained, April 23, 1662, conftituting the two 
colonies for ever one body corporate and politic. New-Haven took 
the affair ill, and for fome time declined the union. — But diffi 
culties were amicably fettled at laft, and the colonies united by 
agreement, | nee Bo | 
The royal charter eftablithed a kind of democracy ; every power, 
as well deliberate as active, was invefted in the freemen of. the cor- 


; poratiditof Atheir delegates, and the colony was under no obligation 


to communicate the acts of their local legiflature tothe king. It was 
the fame as to the royal charter, granted the next ee to Rhode- 
Ifland and Providence. Plantations. — 

Thus the peopling of thefe colonies was owing chiefly to the Pu- 
ritan Minifters, who, being filenced at home, repaired to New- 
England, that they might enjoy liberty of confcience, and drew 
after them vaft numbers of their friends and favourers: "They 
amounted to feventy-feven before 1641, and though all were not 
perfons of the greateft learning and abilities, they had a better fhare 
of each than moft of their neighbouring cler gy at that period, and 
were men of eminent fobriety and virtue, plain, Peron ee 
tionate preachers, . exactly conformable to the dogtrines’ of 


Church of England, and laboured much to promote.a reformation te 


manners in their feveral parifhics. Many planters, who accompa: 


nied or followed them, were gentlemen of confiderable fortunes, 
aoe of no mean education, who { {nent their eflates in New-England, 
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and were at the charge of carrying over many poor families, that 
were not able of themfelves to bear the expence.* The body of 
Jaity and clergy, collectively confidered, furnifhes fuch a glorious con- 
ftellation of characters, as would employ the pen of a firft-rate writer, 
todo them juftice, notwithftanding what has been above remarked of 
their governmental miftakes. 

The dangers to which the New-England colonies were early ex- 
pofed, induced them to think of confederating for their mutuak 
fafety. Articles were drawn up in 1638, but they were not finifhed 
and ratified tillthe feventh of September, 1643, from which time we 
are to look upon PI lymouth, Maffachufetts, Conneticut, and New- 


Haven, as one body, in regard to all public tranfactions with theix, 


neighbours, though the private affairs of each colony were {till ma- 
naged by their own courts and magiftrates. 


By thefe articles of confederation, a Congrets was formed, epiliiles 


of two cemmiffioners from each colony, who were chofen annually, 
and when met, were confidered as the reprefentatives of ‘* The 
United Colonies of New-England.” The powers delegated to the 
commiffioners were much the fame as thofe vefted in Congrefs by 
the articles of confederation, agreed upon by the United States in 
1778. The colony of Rhode-Ifland would gladly have joined in this 
confederacy, but Maffachufetts refufed to admit their commifiioners. 
This union fubfifted, with fome few alterations, until the year 1686, 
when all the charters, except that of Connecticut, were, in effect, 
vacated by a commiffion from James II, 

We now proceed to confider the meemient of. ber other News 
Engl and colonies. 

Mr. Roger Williams, who fucceeded Mr. Skelton upon his de- 
céafe, as paftor of the church at Salem, having been banifhed from 
the Maffachufetts, repaired with twelve companions to the Narra- 
ganfet country in 1635, and had land given him by the Indian 
Sachem Canonicus, of whom he afterwards purchafed the large 


tract, lying between Pawtucket and Pawtuxet rivers, the Great: 


Falls and the Little Falls, as the Indian names fignify, and ftiled it 
Providence, “ from a fenfe of God’s merciful Providence to him in 


his diftrefs.”. The authority and power of Miantonomy, another. 


Sachem, and his uncle Canonicus, awed all the Indians round to 


afiit him and his few affociates. When the determinations of the ~ 


. 


* Neal's Hiflory of New-England, vol. I. p. 214 and 217. 
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Maffachufetts general court, occafioned by what they called antino- 
mian difputes, banifhed many, and induced others to leave the co- 
ony, the heads of the party were entertained in a friendly manner 
by Mr. Williams, who advifed them to feek a fettlement on 
Rhode- Ifland, and was very inftrumental in procuring. it from the In- 
dian Sachems. 

They, to the’ number of eighteen; incorporated themfelves, and 
began fettling the ifland. The plantations there and at Provi- 
dence increafed apace, owing to the liberal fentiments of the Art 
> fettlets ; and in 1643, Mr. Williams came to England as agent, and 
obtained an abfolute charter of incorporation of Providence ‘and 
Rhode-Ifland plantations, empowering them to govern themielyes 
by that form they might yoluntarily agree upon. They agreed 
wpon a democratic, Mr. Williams juftly claims the honour of hav- 
ing been the firft legiflator in the world, in “its latter ages, who ef- 
fe€tually provided for, and eftablifhed a free, full, and abfolute li- 
berty of confcience. This was the chief caufe that united the inha- 
bitants. of Rhode-Ifland and thofe of Providence, and made them 
one people, and one colony. The foundation principle on which 
this colony was firft fettled, was, that “ every man who fubmits 
peaceably to the civil authority, may peaceably worfhip God accor- 
ding to the diCtates of his own con{cience without moleftation.”. And 
when the colony was applied to in 1656, by the four United Colo- 
nies, ‘to join them in taking effeGtual methods to fupprefs the - 
~ Quakers, and prevent their doétrines being propagated in the coun~ 
try ;” the affembly returned for anfwer, “¢ We thall ftritly adhere 
to the foundation principle on which this colony was firft fettled.”” 

In July 8th, 1663, Charles II. granted an ample charter, whereby, 
the colony was made a body corporate and politic, by the name of 
the Governor and Company of the Englifh Colony of Rhode-Ifland and 
Providence Plantations in New-England in America. The charter re. 
ferved only allegiance to thé king, without the fmalleft fhare of the 
legiflative or executive powers, ras | 
A writ of quo.warraato was iffued out againtt the colony, which 
was brought June 26, 1686, The affembly determined not to ftand | 
- fuit. After the revolution, they were allowed by ¢ government to Sept 
_ fume their charter, no judgment having been given again{t it. 

New-Hampfhire and the Main were fettled about the fame time 
with the Maffachufetts, the former by Captain John /Mafon, and 
ee latter by Sir R. Gorges, who had obtained grants of land from | 
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the Plymouth Council, and whofe views were to enrich themfelves, 
by the fifhing trade at fea, and the beaver trade on fhore. Religion 
hiad little concern in the fettlements ; but it had fome in the planta: 
tion of Exeter, on the river Pafcataqua, which was began by Mr. 
Wheelwright, a minifter banifhed from the Maffachufetts, on ac- 
count of the antinomian diffenfions with which the colony was con 
vulfed,and bya number of his adherents. They formed themfelves into 
a body politic. Three other diftin&t governments were alfo eftab- 
lifhed.on the branches of the faid river. Thefe governments being 
ltogether voluntary, had no fecurity as to their continuance ; and the 
feveral fettlers were too divided in opinion to form any good general plau 
of permanent adminiftration. Therefore the more confiderate among 
them treated with the Maflachufetts about taking them under its 
protection, which fully fuited the withes of that colony, as it af- 
forded the heads of it the opportunity of realizing the conftruction 
they had put upon a clanfe of their charter, by which they extended 
their line fo as to comprehend both New-Hampfhire and the Maine. 
The bufinefs terminated in the incorporation of the two colonies, on 
éondition that the mhabitants of each fhould enjoy equal privileges : 
they continued long united, and were of one heart and mind in civil 
and religious affairs.* When feparated by the king’s commiffion 
for the government of New-Hampfhire, the new affembly at their 
‘firft meeting, ina letter of March 25, 1680, to the governor of the 
Maffachufetts, to be communicated to the general court, expreffed 
their full fatisfaction in the paft connection, a grateful fenfe of the 
eare that had been exercifed over them, and of their having been 
well governed, and an unfeigned defire that a mutual correfpon- 
dence between them might be fettled. + 
The towns in the province of Maine, after a time, fell into a ftate 
of confufion. ‘The Maffachufetts took that opportunity for encou- 
raging the difpofition which prevailed in many of the inhabitants to 
fubmit to their jurifdiction; and to forward their compliance, granted 
the people larger privileges than were enjoyed by their own, for they 
were all freemen upon taking the oath, whereas every where elfé no 
one could be made free, unlefs he was a church member. The pro- 
vince was made a county by the naine of Yorkfhire; and the towns 
{ent reprefentatives to the general court at Bofton. Thoughthe ma- 
jor part of the inhabitants were brought to confent to'this regulation, 


* Hutchinfon’s Fiftory, vol. I. p. 268. + Ibid. p. 328. 
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great oppofition was made by fome principal perfons, who feverely 
- xeproached the Maffachufetts, for ufing force in order to reduce the 
province;.but the people experienced the benefit of it, and were 
contented. They continued in union with the Maffachufetts until 
1665, whena fhort {eparation commenced ; ; alter which they were 
again united. | 

Having thus given a fketch of the sehen! of New-England, and 
the remainder of its hiftory being connected with that of the general 
confederacy, we fhall proceed to give a concife view of its different 
States as they now ftand, attaching to each a narration of fuch parti- 
culars as are not interwoven in the general hiftor y of the union, * 


** J£ the reader wifhes to obtain a more extenfive knowledge of the hiftory of New- 
England, he is referred to Hutchinfon’s Hiftory ‘of Maflachufetts—Hazard’s Hiftorical 
ColleStions, 4to. 2 vols.—Belknap’s Hiftory of New Hampfhire—The firft letter in 
Dr. Gordon’s Hiftory of the American Revolution—Goyernor Winthrop’s Journal— 
(halmer’s Political Annals—and Gookins’ Hiftorical Colle€tions of the Indians in 
" New-England, publithed in Bofton by the Hiftorical Society, in the American 
Apolloy 1792. 
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Ee SITUATION, EXTENT, &c. 

l uIs State ig fituated between 42° 44’ and 45° N. Tatnces and 1° 
a6’ and 3° 30 E. longitude from Philadelphia; its length is about 
‘one hundred and fifty miles, and its breadth about feventy: it is 
bounded: on the north by Lower-Canada,  eaft by Conneéticut viver, 
which divides it- from New-Hampthire, fouth by Maffachufetts, 
and weft by ‘New-York; the Green Mountain runs from fouth by 
north through it, and divides the State nearly in the middle. 

This tract of country, called Vermont, before the late war, was* 
claimed both by New-York and New-Hampfhire; and thefe interfering 
claims have been the occafion of much warm altercation, the parti- 
culars of which it would be neither entertaining nor ufeful to detail: 
Thefe claims were not finally adjufted till fince the peace. On the 
commencement of hoftilities between Great Britain and her colonies, 
the inhabitants of this diftriét, confidering themfelves as in a ftate 
of nature, and not within the jurifdiétion either of New-York or 
New-Hampfhire, affociated and formed for themfelves a conftitution, 
under which they have continued to exercife all the powers of an 
; independent ftate, and have profpered. On the 4th of March, 19915 
agreeably to aét of Congréfs of December 6th, 1790; this State be- 
came one of the United States, and conftitutes the fourteenth, and 
not the leaft ae pillar in the American Union. 


AIR AND CLIMATE, 

The climate of this State 1s in a very confiderable degree favoura< 
ble both to man and vegetation. The winter feafon commonly lafts 
from the beginning of November to the middle of April, during 
which the inhabitants enjoy a ferene fky and a keen cold air. Snow 
begins to fall, commonly, by the rft of November ; but the perma- 
hent inows do not fall till about the roth of December, which pre- 

vent. 


GENERAL DESCRIPTION, d&c. At 
ent the ground freezing to any confiderable depth.—In April the 
{now is gradully diffolved by the warm influences of the fun, which 
moiftens and enriches the earth, and vegetation advances with fur= 
prifing rapidity, 

FACE OF THE COUNTRY. 

This State, generally fpeaking, is hilly, but not rocky; northward 
to the Canada fine it is flat: the country at large is well watered, 
having Michifcoui, Lamoille, Onion, and Otter Creek rivers, which 
run acrofs it from eaft to weit into Lake Champlain; Weft, Sexton’s, 
Black, Waterquechee, White, Ompompanoofuck, Weld’s, Wait’s, 
Paffumfick, and feveral fmaller rivers, which run from weft to eaft 
into Connecticut river. Over the river Lamtoille is a natural ftons 
bridge, feven or eight rods in length. Otter Creek is navigable for 
boats fifty miles; the banks of this river are excellent land, being 
annually overflowed and enriched. White river takes its name from 
the peculiar whitenefs of its water, caufed by the clear white ftones 
and gravel which conftitute the bed of this river quite to its fource. 
This peculiarity déceives people in regard to its depth. It rifes in 
the center of the flate, flows through a rich traét of country free 
from fwamps, and empties into the Connecticut fotir miles below 
Dartmouth College, and is from one hundred to one hundred and 
fifty yards wide, {ome diftarice from its mouth: Ompompanoofuck 
is a fhort, furious river, not more than forty or fifty yards wide, 
emptying into the Conneéicut at Norwich. Weld’s is alfo a fhort 
and rapid river, forty yards acrofs. Paffumfick is one hundred yards 
wide, atid noted for the quantity and quality of the falmon it pro- 
dluces: on this river, which is fettled twenty miles ee are fome of 
the beft toWnfhips in the State. 

Lakes Memphremagoy, Willoughby and Bombazon, are alfo 
in this State. The former is the refervoir of three confiderable 
ftreams, Black, Barton, and Clyde rivers. One of thefe rifes in 
Willoughby lake, and forms a communication between that and 
Jake St. Peter’s, in the. river St. Lawrence; iffuing from Wil- 
loughby’s lake, it empties into Memphremagog, and thence, by» 
the name of St. Francis, empties into the St. Peter. This river is 
not all the way navigable, otherwife it would afford a communica- 
tion of very great importance to the northern part of this State, as 
the fettlers might tranfport their produce with great eale to Mon- 
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treal or Quebec. Willoughby’s lake furnifhes fifh refembling baff; 
of an excellent flavour, weighing from ten to thirty pounds. Tey 
form a moft delicious feaft for the new fettlers: people travel twenty 
miles to this lake to procure a winter’s ftock of this fifh. Lake 
Bombazon, in the county of Rutland, gives rife to a branch of 
Poultney Rivers 

Befides thefe rivers arid lakes there are feveral other fprings, ponds, 
and other colieétions of water, which are, in general, remarkably 
clear, and afford abundance of trout, perch, and other frefh water fifh. 

The principal mountain in this State is the one we have already 

mentioned, which divides the State nearly in the center, between 
Connecticut river and lake Champlain. The afcent from the eaft to 
the top of this mountain is much eafier than from the weft, till you 
get to Onion river, where the mountain terminates. The height of 
land is generally from twenty to thirty miles from the river, and 
about the fame diftance from the New-York line. The natural 
growth upon this mountain is hemlock, pine, fpruce, and other 
evergreens ; hence it has always a green appearance, and on this ac- 
- count has obtained the defcriptive name of Ver Mons, or Green 
Mountain. On fome high parts of this mountain fnow lies till May, 
and fometimes till June. This chain of mountains paffes through 
Maflachufetts aiid Conne¢ticut, and terminates in New-Haven. 
_ Another noted mountain in this State is Afchutney, bordering on 
Conneéticut river, in the townfhips of Windfor and Weathersfield, 
and Upper Great Monadnock, quite in the north-eaft corner of the 
Srate. 

It is remarkable, that the hills and mountains are generally co- 
vered on the eaft fides with what is called hard wood, fuch as birch, 
beech, maple, ath, elm, and butternut; and the weft fide is gene- 
rally covered with evergreens. | 


SOIL, PRODUCTIONS, &c. 

The {oil of Vermont affords the bett of pafturage ; fomé of the 
fineft beef cattle in the world are driven from this State ; horfes alfo 
are raifed for exportation. The natural growth upon the rivers is 
white pines of feveral kinds, intermingled with low intervales of 
beech, elm, and white oak. Back from the rivers the land is thickly 
timbered with birch, fugar maple, afh, butternut, and white oak 
of an excellent quality; a great part is well adapted for tillage, and 
she foil is natural for wheat, rye, barley, oats, fax, hemp, &c. 

& 3 Tndian 
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~ ‘Indian corn, back from the river, is frequently injured by the froft ; 
Dut on the river it is raifed in as great perfection as in any part of 
_ New-England, owing in a great meafure to the fogs arifing from the 
river, which either prevent or extract the froft: thefe fogs begin as 
foon as the corn is in danger from frofts, and laft till mild weather 
fommences. Fruit trees, in the northern counties of this State, do 
not profper. 
CIVIL DIVISIONS, &c. 

This State is divided into feven counties, viz Appison, BENne 
WINGTON, CHITTENpON, RuTLAND, Orance, Winpsor, and 
Winpuam; the four firft of thefe are on the weft fide of the Green 
Mountain, and the three latter on the eatt. 

Thefe counties are divided into upwards of two hundred town- 
fhips, which are generally fix miles fquare ; in every townfhip is a 
referve of two rights of land, of three hundred and fifty acres 
each, one to be appropriated for the fupport of public fchools, the 
other to be given in fee to the firft minifter who fettles in the 
townfhip. A part of the townfhips was granted by the govern- 
ment of New- -Hampfhire, and the other by that of Vermont. In 
thofe townflips granted by the former, a right of land is referved 
for the fupport of the gofpel in foreign parts; in thofe granted by’ 
the latter, a college right, and a right for the fupport of county 
grammar {chools, are referved: in thefe refervations liberal provir 
fion is made for the fupport of the gofpel, and for the promotion 
ef common and collegiate education, 


CHIEF POWNS AND CURIOSITIES. 

Tn.a new and interior country, large, "populous towns are not to be 
expected. Bennington, fituated near the $.W. corner of the State, is one 
of the largeft ; it contains a number of handfome houfes, a congrega- 
tional church, a court houfe and gaol. A famous battle was fought in 
or near this town, during the late war in 1777, between Brigadier- 
general Starke, at the head of eight hundred undjfciplined militia, 
and a detachment of General Burgoyne’s army, commanded by 
Colonel Baum ; in this action, and the one that fucceeded jt, in the 
fame place, and on the fame day, between a reinforcement of the 
Britifh, under Colonel Breymen, and General Starke, who was re: 
inforced by Colonel Warner, with a continental regiment, were 
taken four brafs field pieces, and other military ftores, and feven 
hundred prifoners. The overthrow of thefe detachments was the firft 

} G2 link 
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link in a grand chain of caufes, which finally proved the ruin of 
the royal army. This is one of the oldeft towns in the State, being 
firft fettled about the year 1764, and was till lately the feat of go- 
yernment,. | 

Windfor and Rutland, by a late act of the legiflature, are altere 
nately to be the feat. of government for eight years. The fermer is 
fituated on Connecticut river; the latter lies upon Otter Creek 
both are -flourifhing towns. Guilford, Brattelborough, Putney, 
Weftminfter, Weathersfield, Hartland, Norwich, and Newbury, are 
confiderable towns, lying from fouth to north, on Conneé¢ticut river. 
Newbury is the fhire town of Orange county, ‘which comprehends 
about three- eighths of the whole State;* it has a court-houfe, anda 
very elegant meeting-houfe for Congregationalifts, with a fteeple, 
the firft erected in the State. Newbury court-houfe ftands on the 
high lands back from the river, and commands a fine view of what 
is called the groat Ox Bow, which is formed by a curious bend in the 
river; it is one of the moft beautiful and fertile meado ows in New- 
England; the circumference of this bow is about four miles and a 
half; its greateft depth is feven-eighths of a mile, containing about 
four hundred and qe acres : at the feafon when nature is Beaters. in 
Juxuriant. GraelR 
. Shaftfbury, Pownal, Manchefter, Clarendon, Poultney, Pawlet, 
Danby, and Charlotte, are confiderable and flourifhing towns, wet 
of the mountain. In the town of Orwell is Mount Independence, 
at the fouthern extremity of lake Champlain, oppofite to which is 
Ticonderoga, in the State of New-York, 

There is a yery remarkable ledge of rocks in the town of Brad~ 
ford, in the county of Orange; it lies on the welt bank of Con- 
necticut Tiver, and is as much as 200 feet high ; it appears to hang 
over and threaten the traveller as he pafles : ae {pace between this 
ledge and the river is fcarcely wide enough for a road. 

In the townthip of Tinmouth, on the fide of a fmall hill, is a 
very curious cave ; the chaim at its entrance is about four feet in 
circumference : : entering this you deicend one hundr ed and four feet, 
and then pects {pacious room, twenty feet in breadth, and one 


** General Bayley and Colonel Thomas Johnfon enterprifed the firft fettiernents inte, 
this part of the country, about the year 1762. .At this period there was no road nor 
human inhabitant for feventy miles down the river, nor i as Pep miles eaftward— 


it. ig now t: uckly i inh abited by thriving farmers, 
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hundred feet in length; the angle of defcent is about 45 degrees. 
The roof of this cavern is of rock, through which the water is con- 
tinually percolating. The ftalactites which hang from the roof apy 
pear like icicles on the eves of houfes, and are continually increafing 
jn number and magnitude. ‘The bottom and fides are daily incruft- 
ing with fpar and other mineral fubftances, On the fides of this 
| fubterraneous hali are tables, chairs, benches, &c. which appear to 
have been artificially carved. ‘This richly ornamented room, when 
illuminated with the candles of the guides, has an enchanting effet 
upon the eye of the fpectator. The general caufe of thefe aftonifh- 
ing appearances, we conclude, from the various circumftances ac- 
companying them, is the water filtrating flowly through the incum- 
bent fata; and taking up in its paflage a variety of mineral fub- 
fiances, thus becoming faturated with metallic particles, gradually 
exfading on the furface of the caverns and fiffures, in a quiefcent 
ftate, the aqueous particles evaporate, and leave the mineral fub- 
ftances to unite according to their affinities. ; 

At ‘the end of this cave is a circular hole, fifteen feet deep, appa- 
rently hewn out in a conical form, enlarging gradually as you de- 
fcend, in the form ofa fugar loaf; at the bottom is a fpring of 
frefh water in continual motion, like the boiling of a pat; its depth 
has never been founded. | 

In fome low lands over againit the great Ox Bow, a remarkable 
{pring was difcovered about twenty years fince ; it dries up once in 
two or three years, and burfts out in another place ; it has a ftrong 
{mell of fulphur, and throws up continually a peculiar kind of white 
fand, and when the water is left to fettle, a thick yellow foum rifes om 
. jis top. vist 
| | POPULATION. 

The population of Vermont, accor ding to the cenfus taken i in 
#790 Was as follows : 
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ADDISON COUNTY. 
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CHITTENDEN COUNTY. 
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ORANGE COUNTY; CONTINUED: 
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RUTLAND COUNTY: 
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RUTLAND COUNTY, CONTINUED. 
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‘WINDHAM COUNTY. ~ 
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WINDHAM COUNTY, CONTINUED. 
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This gomibstion is now, no doubt, increafed, but,’ as no returns 
have fince been made, it is impoflible to ftate the increafe with any 
accuracy ; but we cannot deviate far from truth in ftating the prefent | 
number of male inhabitants above fixteen years of age, at about 
‘twenty-three thoufand, thofe under at nearly the fame, and the total 
number. of females at forty-two thoufand : this calculation poffeffes, 
at leaft, the merit of not over-rating the numbers, and is warranted 
( Py the account which Mr. Belknap has dias of the population of 
aes H a a neighs 
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a neighbouring State. Asa proof that the population of this State 
has rapidly increafed, we may obferve, that the town of Danville, 
which, according to the preceding account, contained in 1790, five 
hundred and feventy-four inhabitants, was five years before a wil- 
dernefs without a fingle family, 


RELIGION, CHARACTER, &c. 


The principal body of the people are Congregationalifts and Bap< 
tifts; the other denominations are Prefbyterians and Epifcopalians ; 
their character and manners, as might be expected, various, being an 
affemblage of people from various places, of different fentiments 
and habits, who have not lived together long enough to affimilate 
and form a general character ; afflemble together im imagination, a 
number of individuals of different nations—confider them as living 
together amicably, and affiting each other through the toils and dif- 
ficulties of life; and yet rigoroufly oppofed in particular religious 
and political tenets; jealous of their rulers, and tenacious of their 
liberties, difpofitions which originate naturally from the dread of ex- 
perienced oppreffi on, and the habit of living under a free governmeitt, 
and you have a pretty juft idea of the character of the people of 
Vermont. Indolence is never a characteriftical feature of the fettlers 
of a new country ; emigrants in general are active and induftrious ; 
the oppofite characters have neither fpirit nor inclination to quit 
their native {pot. The ‘inference i is, that Vermont 1s peopled with 
an attive, induftrious, hardy, frugal race ; as 1s really the cafe. And 
as it is a maxim that the inhabitants of all new countries, grow. vir= 
tuous before they degenerate, it will moft probably be fo in Ver- 
mont. 

The military firength of this State js truly refpectable ; as 
far back as 1788, there were upwards of feventeen thoufand citi- 
zens upon the militia rolls ; : thefe confifted of two divifions, one 
on the weft, the other on the -eaft fide of the mountain ; ; in thefe 
two divifions tvere feyen brigades, confitting of twenty- -two regi- 
ments. The bravery of the Vermonteers, oy Green Mountain- 
boys, is proverbial. 


TRADE AND MANUFACTURES. 
"The inhabitants of Vermont trade principally with Bofton, New- 
York, and Hartford. The articles of export are chiefly pot and 


Pearl athes, beef, horfes, grain, fome butter and cheefe, lumber, &¢e 
The. 
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The inhabitants génerally manufacture their own clothing, in the 
family way. Grain has been raifed in fuch plenty within a few years 
pat, that they have been induced to attempt the manufacture of 
corn fpirits: for this purpofe fix or feven ftills have already been 
erected, which yield a fufficient fupply for the people, and a profit te 
the owners. Vaft quantities of pot and pearl afhes are made in 
every part of the State; but one of the moft important manufactures 
in this State is that of maple fugar; it has been eftimated by a com- 
petent judge, that the average quantity made by every family fitu- 
ated on the back of Connecticut river is two hundred pounds a 
year: one man, with but ordinary advantages, in one month, made 
five hundred and fifty pounds, of a quality equal to imported brown 
fugar. In two towns, in Orange county, containing no more than 
forty families, thirteen thoufand pounds of {ugar were made in the 
year 1791. The probability is, that in a few years maple fugar will 
become an article of export. In fome part of the State the inhabi- 
tants are beginning to line the roads with maple trees; and it would 
certainly be a wife meafure if this practice fhould become general 
throughout the States; orchards of thefe trees, planted on floping 
hills, fo as to render it eafy to collect the juice, might be attended 
with peculiar advantages to the owners. 


LITERATURE AND IMPROVEMENTS. 


Much cannot be faid in favour of the prefent ftate of literature 
in this State; but their profpects in this regard are good. In every 
charter of a town, as we have mentioned, provifion is made for 
fchools, by referving a certain quantity of land folely for their fup- 
port. The aflembly of this State, in their O&ober {effion in I7QIy 
paffed an act for the eftablithment of a college in the town of Bur- 
lington, on lake Champlain, on the fouth fide of Onion river, and 
appointed ten truftees. General Ira Allen, one of the truftees, on 
certain conditions, has offered lands, &c. to the amount of four thou~ 
fand pounds towards this eftablifhment. 

The expediency of opening a communication between the waters 
of lake Champlain and Hudfon’s river ; and of rendering the navi- 
- gation of Connedcticut river more eafy and advantageous, has been 
difcuifed by the legiflature of this State; and meafures have been 
adopted to effect the latter, by incorporating a company for the pur- 
pofe of locking Bellow’s falls, who are to complete the work within 
four years from the pafling of the act, and to receive a toll for all 


boats 
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boats that pafs ; the toll to be a fubje& of regulation. The works 
are already begun, and when completed will-be of great advantage 
to the State, by facilitating the exportation of their produce. The 
other propofed canal between lake Champlain and Hudfon’s river 
Would alfo be important, but it is doubtful whether it will, at pré- 
fent, be accomplifhed. 

"Having thus given a concife account of this State, and nothing ma- 
terial occurring in its hiftory to entitle it to a feparate difcuffion, we 
fhall clofe it with a view of its conftitution and government. 


CONSTITUTION. 


The inhabitants of Vermont, by their reprefentatives in conven+ 
tion, at Windfor, on the 25th of December, 1777, declared that 
the territory called Vermont was, and of right ought to be, a free 
and independent State; and for the purpofe of maintaining regular 
government in the fame, they made a folemn declaration of their 
sights, and ratified a conftitution, of which the following is an 
abftract ; ; 

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS. 


The declaration, which makes a part of their conftitution, afferts 
that all men are born equally free—with equal rights, and ought to 
enjoy liberty of confcience—freedom of the prefs—trial by jury— 
power to form new ftates in yacant countries, and to regulate their 
owt internal police—that all elections ought to be free—that all power 
is originally im the people—that government ought to be inftituted 
for the common benefit of the community—and that the community 
have a right to reform or abolifh . government—that every member 
of fociety hath a right to protection of life, liberty, and property— 
dnd in return is bound to contribute his proportion of the expence 
of that protection, and yield his perfonal fervice when neceflary— 
that he fhall not be obliged to give evidence againft himfelf—that the 
people have aright to bear arms—but no ftanding armiés {hall be 
maintained in time of peace—that the people have a right to hold 
themfelves, their honfes, papers, and poffeffions, free from fearch or 
feizure—and therefore warrants without oaths firtt made, affording 
fufficient foundation for them, are contrary to that right; and ought 
not to be granted—that no perfon fhall be liable to be tranfported 
out of this ftate for trial for any offence committed within this 
State, &c. 

Vermont, 


OF VERMONT. — * 5 
FRAME OF GOVERNMENT. 
By the frame of government, the fupreme Jegiflative power j, 
‘vetted in the Houfe of Reprefentatives of the freemen of the State of 
Vermont, to be chofen annually by the freemen on the firft Tuefday 
in September, and to meet the fecond Thurfday of the fucceeding 
O&ober.—T his body is vetted with all the powers neceflary for the 
legiflature of a free ftate.—T wo thirds of the whole. sence of repres 
f{entatives eled&ted make a quorum. | 
Each inhabited town throughout the State has a nant to fend one 
reprefentative to the aflembly. 
_ The fupreme executive power is vefted in a governor, lieu- 

tenant-governor, and twelve counfellors, to be chofen annually 
in the fame manner, and vefted with the fame powers as in Cons 
necticut. 

Every perfon of the age of twenty-one years, who has refided in 
the State one whole year next before the election of reprefentatives, 
and is of a quiet, peaceable behaviour, and will bind himfelf by his 
oath, to do what he fhall in conicience judge to be moft conducive 
to the beft good of the State, fhall be entitled to all the privileges of a 
freeman of this State. 

Each member of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, before he takes his 
feat, mutt declare his belief in one God, in future rewards and pu- 
nifhments, and in the divinity of tlfé*feriptures.of the Old and New 
Teftament, and muft profefs the. proteftant religion. 

Courts of juftice are to be eftablifhed in every county throughout 
the State. 

The fupreme court, and the feveral courts of common pleas of 
this State, befides the powers ufually exercifed by fuch courts, have 
the powers of acourt of chancery, fo far as relates to perpetuating 
teftimony, obtaining evidence from places not within the State, and 
the care of the perfons and eftates of thofe who are zon compotes 
mentis, &c. All profecutions are to be commenced in the name and 
by the authority of the freemen of the State of Vermont. . The.le- 
giflature are to regulate entails fo as to prevent perpetuities. 

All field and ftaff officers, and commiffioned officers of the 
army, and all general officers of the militia, fhall be chofen by the 
general affembly, and be commiffioned by the governor. 

Every feventh year, beginning with the year 1785, thirteen per- 
fons, none of whom are to be of the council or affembly, fhall be 
chofen by the freemen, and be called “the council of cenfors,” 
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whofe duty it fhall be to inquire whether the conftitution has been 
preferved inviolate in every part—whether the legiflative and execu- 
tive powers have been properly exercifed—taxes juftly laid and cole 
leéted—the public monies rightly difpofed of—and the laws duly 
executed.—For thefe purpofes they fhall have power to fend for 
perfons, papers, &c.—to pafs public cenfures—to order impeach- 
ments, and to recommend the repeal of all laws enacted contrary to 
the principles of the conftitution. They are to be vefted with thefe 
powers for one year only, after the day of their eleétion. 

The council of cenfors, when neceflary, may call a convention, 
to meet two years after their fitting—to alter the conftitution—the 
propofed alterations to be publifhed at leaft fix months before the 
election of delegates to fuch convention, 
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NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 
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SITUATION, EXTENT, AND BOUNDARIES. 


ae State is fituated between 42° 4’ and 45° 11’ N. latitude, 
aid 4° 30’ and 6° 17’ E, longitude from Philadelphia. Its length 
from the northern to the fouthern extremity is one hundred and 
fixty-tight miles; its greateft breadth, meafured from the entrance 
‘of Pafcataqua harbour, to the mouth of Weft river, which falls into 
Connecticut river, oppofite the town of Chefterfield, is ninety miles. 
This line croffes the 43d degree of latitude. From this line north- 
erly, New-Hampfhire decreafes in breadth. On the 44th degree 
‘of latitude, it is fifty-five miles, and on the asth degree, nineteen 
miles wide. 

It is bounded on the fouth by the State of Maffachufetts, from 
which it is divided by a line, beginning on the fea fhore, at a point 
three miles northward of the mouth of the river Merrimack, pur- 
fuing a courfe fimilar to the curvature of that river, at the fame dif- 
tance, and ending at a point, three miles north of Patucket fall, in 
the town of Dracut. From this point, the line extends on a fup- 
pofed due weft courfe, till it croffes Connecticut river, and ends on 
its weftern bank, the diitance being fifty-five miles. 

From the point where this line {trikes Connecticut river, up to the 
forty-fifth degree of latitude, the weftern bank of that river is the 
weftern boundary of New-Hampfhire, and the eaftern boundary of 
Vermont. ; 

On its eaftern fide, New-Hamphhire is bounded by the Atlantic 
ocean, from the aforementioned point, three miles northward of the 
mouth of Merrimack river, along the fhore, to the middle of the 
main entrance of Pafcataqua harbour, which diftance is computed to 
be about eighteen miles. Thence the boundary line runs up the 
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middle of the river, to its moft northerly head, which is a pond, 
fituated partly in the town of Wakefield, and partly in the town of 
Shapley, in the county of York; a diftance from the mouth of the 
harbour, of about forty miles, in N.N.W.courfe. From the head 
of this pond, according to the royal determination, in 1740, the di- 
viding line was to run “north, two degrees wett, till one hundred 
and twenty miles were finifhed, from the mouth of Pafcataqua hares 
bour, or until it meet with his Majefty’s other governments.” The 
reafon for fnentioning this fpecific diftance in the decree, was, that 
one hundred and twenty miles were the extent of the province of 
Maine. At that time; no other government fubjeét to the Britifl: 
crown lay in that dire€tion, In 1763, the new province. of Quebec 
was erected, and its fouthern boundary was “a line pafling along 
the high lands, which divide the rivers that empty themfelves into the 
river St. Lawrence, from thofe which fall into the fea.”? By the 
treaty of peace between America and Britain, in 1783, all the lands 
fouthward of that Hne, reckoning, it from the eaftward ‘ to the 
north-weft head of Conneéticut river, and thence down along the 
middie of that river; to the forty-fifth degree of north latitude,” 
were ceded to the United States. Thefe determinations have been 
fo conftrued, as to favour an extenfion of the line between New- 
Hampfhire and Maine, to the high lands which bound the pros 
vince of Quebec; a diftance of twenty-five miles beyond the northern 
limits of the province of Maine. 

New-Hampithire is bounded on the north by the Britifh province of 
Quebec. ‘Fhe north-eaftern extremity of this boundary line is 2 
birch -treey marked N. E, New-Hampthire, 178y. This line ex 
tends along the high lands, feventeen miles and two hundred and 
feven rods, to the head of the north-weftern branch of Connecticut 
river 5: at which. extremity is a fir tree, infcribed N.H. N. W. 
1789. Thence the boundary defcends to the’ forty-fifth degree of 
latitude, along the middle of the north-weftern branch, which there 
Unites oh the north-eaftern, or main branch of the rivers 


AIR, CLIMATE, AND SEASONS. 

The air of New-Hampthire is generally pure and falabrions. 
During the wimter months, the prevailing wind is from the north- 
weit, which is dry, coli, and bracing ; it rarely brings fnow, but 
when it does, the degree of cold is increafed; That the coldnefs of 
the north-weft wind is owing to the great, lakes, is a vulgar error, 
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offen retailed by geographical writers, and adopted by unthinking 
people. All the great lakes lie weftward of the N. W. point, and 
fome of them fouthward of W. It is more natural to fuppofe that. 
the immenfe wildernefs, but efpecially the mountains, when covered 
with {now, give a keennefs to the air, as a cake of ice to a quantity 
of liquor i in which it floats; and that this air, put in motion, con- 
veys its cold as far as it extends, 

_ The deepeft fnows fall with a north-eaft wind, and ftorms from 
that quarter ave moft violent, and of longeft duration ; after which, : 
the wind commonly changes to the N. W. and blows brifkly for a day 
or two, driving the {now into heaps. ‘This effect is produced only in | 
the open grounds; in the foreft, the fnow lies level, from two to 
four feet in depth throughout the winter, On the mountains, the 
fnow falls earlier, and remains later than in the low grounds. On 
thofe elevated fummits, the winds alfo have greater force, driving 
the {now into the long and deep gullies of the mountains, where it 
is fo confolidated, as not to be eafily diffolved by the vernal fun. 
Spots of fnow are feen on the fouth fides of the mountains as late as 
“May, and on the higheft till July. 

Light frofts begin in September; in October they are more fre- 
quent, and by the end of that month, ice is made in fall collec- 
tions of water, but the weather is moftly ferene. November is a va- 
riable month, alternately wet and dry; the furface of the ground is 
frequently frozen and thawed. The fame weather continues through 
a part of December, but commonly, in the courfe of this month, 
the rivers and the earth are thoroughly frozen, and well prepared to 
receive and retain the fnow. January often produces a thaw, which 
is fucceeded by a fevere froft. In February, the deepeft fnows and 
the coldeft weather prevails; but the loweft depreffion of the thers 
mometer is generally followed by wet and mild weather. M arch is 
bluftering and cold, with frequent flights of fnow ; but the fun i is 
then fo high as to melt the fnow at noon. In April, the open 
country is generally cleared of fnow, but it commonly lies in the 
woods till May. This is the ufual routine of the wintry feafon, but 
there are fometimes variations. In 1771, the {now did not fall till the 
end of January; in 1786, it was very deep in the beginning of De- 
cember. When the fnow'comes early, it preferves the ground from. 
being deeply frozen, otherwife ap froft penetrates to the depth of 


three feet or more. 
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| From the middle of September, the mornings and evenings vegin 
to be fo chill, that a fmall fire becomes a defirable companion, In 
O&ober, the weather requires one to be kept more fteadily ; from 
the time that the autumnal rains come on in November, it is in- 
variably neceflary to the end of March ; in April it. is intermitted at 
noon; a ftorm is always expected i in May, and, till that is paft, the 
chimney is not clofed; they therefore reckon eight months of cold 
weather in the year. | | 

It has often been obferved, that thunder clouds, when near the 
earth, feem to be attracted by large collections of water. In the 
neighbourhood of lakes and ponds, the thunder is reverberated from 
the furrounding mountains in a grand and folemn echo of long conti- 
nuance. hem 

A fouth-weft breeze in fummer is accompanied with a ferene fky, 
and this is the warmeft of their winds. The N. W. wind does not 
blow i in fummer, but after a thunder fhower, when its elafticity and 
coolnels are as refrefhing as the preceding heat is tedious. 

' In the neighbourhood of frefh rivers and ponds, a whitifh fog in 
the morning, lying over the water, is a fure indication of fair wea- 
ther for that day, and when no fog is feen, rain is expected before 
night. In the mountainous parts of the country, the afcent of va- 
pours, and their formation into clouds, is a curious and entertaining 
object. The vapours are feen rifing i in {mall columns, like fmoke 
from chimneys; when rifen to a certa in heig ght, they {pread, meet, 
condenfe, and are attracted by the mountains, where they either 
- diftil in gentle dews, and replenifh the fprings, or defcend in fhowers, 
eccompanied with thunder. After fhort intermiffions, the procefs 
is repeat ‘ed many times in the courfe of a fummer day, aftording to. 
travellers a lively illuftration of what is obferved in the book of Job, 
“ they are wet with the fhowers of the mountain.”’* 

The aurora borealis was firt noticed in New- -Hamphhire, in the. 
year 1719. The, elder peopl e fay i it is much more frequent now. 


than 


* Job. xxiv. 8. 

+ The following account of this appearance is taken from the Bofton News Letter 
-of March 14,1720. 3 | 

<< The late extraordinary appearance in the heavens, of December 11, ‘is the firft of 
the kind that is known to have been feen in New-England, and was at the {ame time 
obierved throughout the country. Some fay it was feen at three feveral times, viz. at 
eight, twelve, and again toward morning, The account of fome is, of a cloud lying 
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than formerly. It fometimes appears in the form of a luminous 
arch, extending from ‘eait to weft, but more commonly rifes from a 
dark convexity in the north, and flafhes upward toward the zenith. 
In a calm night, and in thé intervals between gentle flaws of wind, 

an attentive ear, an 2 retired fitiation, may perceive it to be accom- 
panied with a found.* This luminous appearance has been obferved 
in all feafons of the year, in the extremes of heat and cold, and in all 
the intermediate degrees. The colour of the {treams is fometimes 
variegated, white, blue, yellow and red, the luftre of which, 


reflected from the fhow, is an appearance highly picturefque and en- 
tertaining. 


FACE OF “FHE COUNTRY, SEA COAST, 
MOUNTAINS, eC. 


The whole extent of the fea coaft, from the fouthern boundary, 
to the mouth of Pafcataqua harbour, is about eighteen miles. "The 
fhore is moftly ! a fandy beech, within which are falt marfhes, inter- 
fected by creeks. ‘There are feveral coves for fifhing veffels, but the 
only harbour for fhips, and the only fea port in New-Hamphhire, is 
Pafcataqua, where the fhore is rocky ; its latitude is 43° 5’ N. and 
its longitude 1a: 41’ W. from, the royal obfervatory at Green- 
wich. | | 

In the middle of the harbour’s mouth, lies Great-Ifland, on which 
the town of Newcaftle is built. On the N. E. point of this ifland a 
light houfe was erected in 1771, at the expence of the province, but 
it is now ceded to the United States. The directions for entering the 
harbour are thefe: “ Ships coming from the Eaft, fhouid keep tn 
- twelve fathom, till the light bears N. half a point E. or W. diftant 
three. miles, to avoid a ledge ef rocks which lies off the mouth of 
the harbour, then bear away ie the light, keeping the weftern 


Tengthway, toward the Rati 3 and north-eaft; from the ends of which arofe two 
clouds, afcending toward the middle of the heavens, of a deep red colour, and almoft — 
meeting each other,’ then defcending toward the place whence they arofe.. The air was 
light in the time of it, as a little after fun fet, or before fun rife; and fome faw lights, 
fomething like fhooting ftars, ftreaming upwards from the clouds. It was feen in our 
towns all along ; and the great. var iety of accounts may in part proceed from this, that 
fome faw only one, others another of its appear rances.? 


3 if any perfon would have a precife idea of the found, canted by the fiafhing of the 
atrora, borealis, let him hold a filk handkerchief by the corner, in one hand, and with 
the thumb and finger of the other hands make a quick ftroxe along its edge. 
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fhore on board, and coming no nearer that fhore than the depth of 
nine fathoms, giving the light a proper birth, and ftanding over to 
the northern fhore of the river, where they may anchor in nine fa- 
thoms, abreaft of Sparhawk’s point. Ships coming from the fouth- 
ward, fhoul dgbferve the fame directions wane the light, ane 
keep in nine fathoms on the weftern fhore.” 

Between the north fide of Great-Ifland and Kittery fhore, 3s the 
main-entrance, about a mile wide, nine.and ten fathoms deep. The 
anchorage is good; the fhore is lined with rocks; the harbour is 
land- locked on all fides, and perfectly fafe. The tides rife from ten 
to fourteen feet. The other entrance on the fouth fide of Great- 
Ifland is called Little Harbour; the water here is fhoal, and the 
bottom fandy. 

There are feveral iflands in the river, between which and the 
fhores are channels for {mall yeflels and boats. Between the upper 

end of Great-Ifland, and the town of Portfmouth, on the fouthern 
fide of the river, is a broad, deep, ftill water, called the Pool, 

where the largetft fhips may lie very conveniently and fecurely. This _ 
was the ufual ation for the matt hips, of which feven have been 
loading at one time. 

The main channel lies between Pierce’s ifland and Seavey’s, on 
each of which, batteries of cannon were planted, and entrenchments 
formed in 1775. Here the ftream is contracted to a very. narrow pal- 
fage, and the tide is extremely rapid, but the water is deep, witha 
bold rocky fhore on each fide, The rapidity of the current prevents 
the river from fi reezing in the fevereft winters. 

Three leagues from the mouth of the harbour lie the ifles of 
Shoals, * which are feven. in number. On Star-Ifland, the town 
of Gofport is built, which belongs to New-Hamphhire, The 
dividing line runs between that and the next ifland to the northward, 
which belongs to Maffachufetts ; here is a good road with moorings, 
and an artificial dock has been conftructed, with great labour and ex- 
pence, by Mr. Haley, for fifhing veffels. Ships fometimes take 
fhelter here in bad weather, but it is not then fafe for thofe of large 
bulk. Thefe iflands being of folid rock, with but little earth, are 
incapable of any improvement by tillage, though they afford fome 
patturage and gardens. ‘The inhabitants have formerly carried on 
the cod fifhery to great advantage, but it has been for. fome years 
declining. Salt-works have been ereéted on one of the iflands, 
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which have yielded falt of a fuperior quality, excellently adapted to 
the curing of fifh. 

The remarkable mountain, Agamenticus, lies about four leagues 
north of thé entrance of Pafcataqua, and theré are three inferior fum- 
mits, known by the name of Froft’s Hills, ata lefs diftance on the 
N.W. Thefe are fituate within the county-of York, formerly called 
the province of Mairie; but from the fea, no remarkable high lands 
appear, which are within the limits of New-Hampfhire, nearer than 
twenty or thirty miles. The firft ridge is continued through the 
towns of Rochefter, Barrington, and Nottingham, and the feveral 
fummits are diftinguifhed by different names, as Teneriffe, Saddle- 
back, Tuckaway, &c. but the general name is the Blue Hills. Beyond 
thefe are feveral higher ones, as Mount Major, Moofe Mountain, 
&c. thefe are not in a continued range, but detached; between then 
dre many fimaller elevations, fome of which are, and others are not, 
diftin@ly named. Farther back the mountains rife higher, and 
among the third range, Chocorua, Offapy, and Kyarfarge, claim 
the pre-eminence. Beyond thefe, is the lofty mdge, which is com- 
monly called the height of land, becaufe it feparates the branches of 
the river Conneéticut from thofe of Merrimack. In this ridge is 
the Grand Monadnock, twenty-two miles eaft of the river Connec- 
ticut, and ten miles north of the fouthern boundary line. Thirty 
miles north of this, lies Sunnapee Mountain, and forty-eight miles 
farther in the fame direction is Moofhelock. The ridge then is con- 
tinued north-eafterly, dividing the waters of the river Conneéticut 
from thofe of Saco and Amarifcoggin, Here the mountains rife 
much higher, and the moft elevated fumiits in this range are eee 
White Mountains. 

Mountains appear of different colours, ensnae to the nature of 
their exterior furface, the feafon of the year, and the diftance of the 
obferver. They are all covered with wood, the fmaller ones wholly, 
the larger have bald {ummits, which appear white, as long as the 
fnow remains; but at other times vary their colour according to the 
diftance of the @bferver. If he is very nigh, they appear of the grey 
colour’of the reck, and the farther he recedes, their appearance is 
a paler blue, till it becomes nearly of the colour of the tky. The 
woody parts of mountains, when viewed at a {mall diftance, are 
green, at a greater, diftance, blue. From fome favourable fituae 
tions, all thefe varieties may be feen at once ; mountains of different 
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fhades, textures, and elevations, are prefented to the eye of the cute 
rious obferver. 

The wood on thefe mountains is of various kinds, but. they have 
all more or lefs of the evergreens, as pine, {pruice; hemlock, and 
fir, intermixed with fhrubs and vines. It is univerfally obferved; 
that trees of every kind diminifh in their fie toward the fummit ; 
many of them, though fhort, appear to be very aged. On fome 
mountains we find a fhrubbery of hemlock and fpruce, whofe 
branches are knit together fo as to be impenetrable ; the fhow lodges 
on their tops, and a cavity is formed underneath ; thefe are called by 
the Indians, Hakmantaks. a 

On the tops of feveral of the higheft mountains, are {mall collec« 
tions of water, and on others, marfhy {pots, which are frequented by 
aquatic birds. ‘The roads over thofe mountains which are paffable, 
are frequently wet and miry, while the valleys below are dry. 
About two or three fect under the furface of the mountain, is a firm 
éarth, called the pan, whichis impenetrable by water; the rains and 
dews are therefore retained in the fofter foil, or formed into {prings 
and brooks. This foil is made by the rotting of fallen leaves and 
wood, the growth of paft ages. 

Mountainous countries are obferved to be moft fubjeét to earth- 
quakes, and the nearer any lands are to mountains, it may be ex-_ 
pected that thefe commotions will be more frequent.. New-England 
has never been vifited with deftructive earthquakes, but more fhocks 
have been obferved in its northern than ia its fouthern parts. After 
the great fhocks in 1727 and i75¢, which were perccived through 
a great part of the continent, fimaller fhocks were more frequent 
in New-Hampfhire than at Boflon. From 1755 to #774, icarcely a 
year paffed without fome repetitian; from that time to 1783, none. 
were obferved, and there have been but two or three fince. 

Several phenomena reipecting the darger mountains, afford mate 
ter of amufement, and fome are of real ufe. People who live near 
them, humouroufly ftile the mountains their almangck, becaufe by 
the afcent and attraction of vapours, they can forma _ judgment of the 
weather. Ifa cloud is attracted by a mountain, and hovers on its 
top, they predict rain; and if, after rain, the mountain continues cap- 
ped, they expect, a repetition of fhowers.. A ftorm is preceded for 
{everal hours by a roaring of the mountain, which may be heard ten 
or twelve miles. This is frequently obferved by people who live near 
‘the grand Monadnock. It is alfo faid, that when there is a perfect 
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ealm on the fouth fide, there is fometimes a furious wind on the 
north, which drives the fnow, fo that it is feen whirling far above 
the trees. * 

‘The town of Moultenborough lies under the S. W. fide of the 
great Offapy mountain, and it is there obferved, that in aN. E. ftorm, 
« the wind falls over the mountain like water over a dam, and with 
fuch a force as frequently to unroof the houfes,’”’+- | 

The altitude of this mountain has not been afcertained, but that 
of the grand Monadnock was meafured in 1780, by James Winthrop, 
Efg. by means of a barometer, and the table of correfponding 
heights, in Martin’s Pdilofephica Britannica.~ At the bafe, on the 
north fide, the barometer being at 28,4, gave an elevation of ong 
thoufand three hundred and ninety-five feet. At the upper edge 
of the wood it was at 27,0, which denoted two thoufand fix hundred 
eighty-two feet; and atthe higheft point of the rock 26,4, which 
announced an elevation of three thoufand two hundred and fifty-four 
feet above the level of the fea. ! 

The bafe of this mountain is about five miles in diameter, from 
north to fouth, and about three from eaft to weft. Its fummit is a 
bald rock; on fome parts of it are large piles of broken rocks, and on 
‘the fides are fome appearances of the explofion ef fubterraneous 
fires. 

A fimilar phenomenon -has been obferved on a mountain, inthe — 
townfhip of Chefterfield, adjoining Connecticut river, called Weft 
river mountain. About the year 1730, the garrifon of Fort Dum- 
mer, diftant four miles, was alarmed with frequent explofions, and 
with columns of fire and {moke emitted from the mountain. The like 
appearances have been obferved at various times fince, particularly 
one in 1752, which was the moft violent of any. There are two places 
where the rocks bear marks of having been heated and calcined. A 
company of perfons having conceived a notion of precious metals 
being contained in this mountain, have penetrated it in various, di- 
reCtions, and have found further evidences of internal fires, parti- 
cularly.a large quantity of fcoris, in fome parts loofe, in others ad~ 
hering tothe rocks. The only valuable effe& of their induftry is 
the difcovery of a fine, foft, yellow earth, which when burned, is 
changed into a brown pigment, and another of the colour of the : 
peach blofiom. ‘There is alfo obferved on the earth, which has been 7 


%* Ainfworth’s MS. letter. + Shaw’s MS, letter. + Vol, II, p. 132.0 
Vos. Il. . eo Me : thrown 
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thrown out, a white incruftatiou, which has the tafte of nitre. The 
top of the mountain is an area of about twenty rods fquare, which is 
hollow, and in a wet feafon is filled with water, as is common on the 
tops of mountains, but there is no appearance of fuch a crater as is pe- 
culidr to volcanos. Under the mountain are many fragments of rock 

which have fallen from it, but whether by explofions, or any other con- 
vulfions, or by force of the froft, cannot be afcertained. An account of 
thefe appearances was fent to the Academy of Arts and Sciences, by 
the late Daniel Jones, Efq. of Hinfdale.* Since which, it is faid, 
that the noifé has beer again heard; but in a late vifit to the moun- 
tain, by the Rev. Mr. Gay, no fign of any recent explofion could 
be difcovered; nor can any thing be added to what Mr. Jones has 
written on the fubject.+ 

The White Mountains are by far the moft ftupendous of any 
in this State, or in New-England, and perhaps are the moft remark- 
dble of any within the United States; they therefore merit particu- 
lar notice. Mr. Belknap elegantly defcribes them as follows : 

From the earlieft fettlement of the country, the White Moun- 
tains have attracted the attetition of all forts of perfons. They are 
undoubtedly the higheft land in New-England, and in clear weather 
are diicovered before any other land, by veffels coming in to the 
eaftern coaft; but, by reafon of their white appearance, ate fre- 
quently miftaken for clouds, They are vifible on the land at the 
diftance of cighty miles; on the fouth and fouth-eaft fides; they 
appear higher when viewed from the north-eaft, and it is faid, they 
are feert from the neighbourhood of Chamblé and Quebec. The 
Indians gave them the name of Agiochook: they have a very ancient 
tradition that their country was once drowned, with all its inhabi- 
tants, except one Powaw and his wife, who, forefeeing the flood, 
fled to thefe mountains, where they were preferved, and that from 
them the country was re-peopled.} They had a fuperftitions yene- 
ration for the fummit, as the habitation of invifible beings; they 
never ventured to afcend it, and always endeavoured to. diffuade 
every one fromthe attempt. From them, and the captives, whom 
they fometimes led to Canada, through the paffes of thefe moun- 
tains, many fictions have been propagated, which have yiven rife to 
marvellous and incredible ftories ;' particularly, it has been re- 


* Memoirs, Vol. f. p. 312. + Gay’ + MS. Letter, O&. 29, 1790. 
} Joflelyn’s Voyage to New-England, p. 136. 
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ported, that at immenfe and inacceffible heights, there have been 
feen carbuncles, which are fuppofed to appear luminous in the | 
night. Some writers, who have attempted to give an account of © 
thefe mountains, have afcribed the whitene!s of them to fhining - 
rocks, or a kind of white mofs; and the higheft fummit has been 
deemed inacceffible, on account of the extreme cold, which threatens 
to freeze the traveller in the midft of fummer. 

Nature has, indeed, in that region, formed her works on a large 
Scale, and prefented to view many objects which do not ordinarily 
occur. A perfon who is unacquainted with a mountainous country, 
cannot, upon his firft coming into it, make an adequate judgment 
of heights and diflances ; he will imagine every thing to be nearer 
and lefs than it really is, until, by experience, he learns to correct 
his apprehenfions, and accommodate his eye to the magnitude and 
fituation of the object around him.» When amazement is excited by 
the grandeur and fublimity of the fcenes prefented to view, it is ne- 
ceflary to curb the imagination, and exercife judgment with mathe 
matical precifion; or the temptation to romance will be invincible. 

The White Mountains are the moft elevated part of a ridge, which 
extends N. E. and S, W. to an immenfe diftance. The area of their 
bafe is an irregular figure, the whole circuit of which is not lefs 
than fixty miles. The number of fummits within this area cannot 
at prefent be afcertained, the country round them being a thick wil- 
dernefs. The greateft number which can be feen at once is at Dart- 
‘mouth, on the N. W. fide, where feven fummits appear at one 
view, of which four are bald; of thefe, the three higheft are the 
moft diftant, being on the eaftern fide'of the clufter; one of thefe 

is the mountain which makes fo majeftic an appearance all along the 
fhore of the eaftern counties of Maffachufetts; it has lately been 
diftinouifhed by the name of Mount Wajbington. 

To arrive at the foot of this mountain there is a continual afcent 
_of twelve miles from the plain of Pigwacket, which brings the tras 
veller to the height of land between Saco and Amarifcoggin rivers. 
At this height there is a level of about a mile {quare, part of which 
is a meadow, formerly a beaver pond, with a dam at each end; 
here, though elevated more than three thoufand feet above the level 
of the fea, the traveller finds himfelf in a deep valley. On the eaft 
is a fteep mountain, out of which iffue feveral {prings, one of which 
is the fountain of Ellis river, a branch of Saco, which runs fouth ; 
| an gH EL of Peabody river, a branch of Amarifcoggin, which runs 
K2 g north : 
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forth: from this meadow, towards the weft, there is an unintera 
rupted afcent on a ridge between two deep cies to the fummit 
of Mount Wafhington. 

The lower part of the mountain is fhaded by a thick growth of 
fpruce and fir. The furface is compofed: of rocks, covered with 
very long green mofs, which extends from ome rock to another, and 
js, in many places, fo thick and ftrong, as to bear a man’s weight. 
This immenfe bed of mofs ferves as a {ponge to retain the moifture 
brought by the clouds and vapours, which are frequently rifing and 
gathering round the mountains ; the thick growth of wood prevents. 
the rays of the fun from penetrating to exhale it, fo that there is a 
conftant fupply of water depofited in the crevices of the rocks, and. 
iffuing in the form of fprings from every part of the mountain. 
~The rocks which compofe the furface of the mountain are, in 
fome parts, flate, in others flint; fome fpecimens of rock chryftal 
have been found, but of no great value : no lime-ftone has yet been 
difcovered, though the moft likely rocks have been tried with aqua- 
fortis. ‘There is one precipice on the eaftern fide, not only com- 
pletely perpendicular, but compofed of fquare ftones, as regular as 
a piece of mafonry; it is about five feet high, and from fifteen-to 
twenty in length. The uppermoft rocks of the mountain are the 
common quartz, of a dark grey colour; when broken, they thew 
very fmall fhining fpecks, but there is no fuch appearance on the 


exterior part. The eaftern fide of the mountain rifes in an angle of - 


forty-five degrees, and requires fix or feven hours of hard labour to 
afcend it. Many of the precipices are fo fteep as to oblige the tra- 
veller to wfe his hands as well as feet, and to hold by the trees, which 
diminifh in fize till they degenerate into fhrubs and bufhes ; above 
thefe are low vines, fome bearing red and others blue berries, and 
the uppermoft vegetation is a fpecies of grafs, cailed winter grafs, 
mixed with the mofs of the rocks.* 

. Having 
* ¢ At the bafe.of the fummit of Mount Wafhington the limits of vegetation may: 
with propricty be fixed; there are, indeed, on fome of the rocks, even to their 
apices, fcattered fpecks of a moffy appearance, but I conceive them to be extraneous 
fubftances accidentally adhering to the rocks, for I could not difcover, with my bo- 
tanical microfcope, any part of that plant regularly formed. The limits of vegeta- 
tion at the bafe of this fummit are as well defined as that between the woods and the 
bald or moffy part. So ftriking is the appearance, that at a confiderable diftance the 


Mind is ‘imprefled with ‘an ‘idea, ‘that vegetation extends no farther than a line, ‘as. 


well 
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Having furmounted the upper and fteepeft precipice, there is a 
large area, called the plain; it isa dry heath, compofed of rocks 
covered with mofs, and bearing the appearance of a pafture in the 
beginning of the winter feafon. In fome openings, between the 
rocks, there are {prings of water, in others, dry gravel ; here the 
grous, or heath bird, reforts, and is generally out of danger; feveral 
of them were fhot by fome travellers in O@ober, 1774. ‘The extent - 
of this plain is uncertain; from the eaftern fide to the foot of the 
pinnacle, or fugar loaf, it is nearly level, and it may be walked over 
in Jefs than an hour. The fugar loaf is a pyramidal heap of grey 
rocks, which, in fome places, are formed like winding fteps ; this 
pinnacle has been afcended in one hour anda half. The traveller 
having gained the fummit, is recompenfed for his toil, if the fky be 
ferene, with a moft noble and extenfive profpect. On the fouth-eat 
fide there is a view of the Atlantic ocean, the nearet part of which is 
fixty-five miles ina dire@ line; on the weft and north the profpedt 
is bounded by the high lands, which feparate the waters of Con- 
ecticut and Amarifcoggin rivers, from thofe of lake Champlain 
and St. Lawrence. On the fouth, it extends to the fouthernmoft 
mountains of New-Hampfhire, comprehending a view of the lake 
Winipifeogee. On every fide of thefe mountains are long winding 
gullies, beginning at the precipice below the plain, and deepening in 
the defcent. In winter the fnow lodges in thefe gullies, and isi 


well defined as the penumbra and fhadow in alunar eclipfe. The ftones I have ay 
me, from the fummit, have not the fmailef appearance of mofs upon them. 

‘ There is evidently the appearance of three zones—r1, the woods—z, the bald 
mofly part—3, the part above vegetation, The fame appearance has been obferved on 
the Alps, and all other high mountains, 

‘ I recollect no grafs on the plain. ‘The {paces between the rocks in ss fecond zone 
and on the plain, are filled with {pruce and fir, which, perhaps, have heen growing 
ever fince the creation, and yet many of them have not attained a greater height than 
three or four inches, but their fpreading tops are fo thick and ftrong, as to fupport 
the weight ofa man, without yielding in the fmalleft degree; the fnows and winds 
keeping the furface even with the general furface of the rocks. In many places, on 
-the fides, we could get glades of this growth, fome rods in extent, when we could, by 
fitting down, flide the whole length. The tops of the growth of wood -were fo thick 
and firm, as to bear us currently a confiderable diftance before we arrived: at the ut- 
moft boundaries, which were almoft as well defined as the water’on the thore of a 
pond. The tops of the wood had the appearance of having been fhorn off, exhibiting a 
{mooth furface from their Bppee limits to a great diftance down the mountain” . MS, 
‘ef Dr. Cutler. “7 

driven 
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driven by the north-weft and north-eaft wind, from the top, is deepeft 
in thofe which are fituated on the foutherly fide. It is obferved to 
lie longer in the fpring on the fouth than on the north-weft fide, 
which is the cafe with many other hills in New-Hamphhire. 

A ranging company, who afcended the higheft mountain, on the 
NW. W. part, April 29th, 1725, found the fnow four feet deep on that 
fide ; the {ummit was almoft bare of fnow, though covered with 
white froft and ice, and a {mall pond of water near the top was hard 
frozen. 

In 1774, fome men who were making a road through the eaftern 
pais of the mountains, afcended the mountain to the fummit, on the 
6th of June, and on the fouth fide, in one of the deep gullies, found 
a body of {now thirteen feet deep, and fo hard as to bear them. On 
the 19th of the fame month fome of the party afcended again, and 
in the fame fpot the fnow was five feet deep. In the firft week of 
September, 1783, two men, who attempted to afcend the moun- 
tain, found the bald top fo covered with fnow and ice, then newly 
formed, that they could not reach the fummit ; but this does not 
happen every year fo foon, for the mountain has been afcended as 
late as the firft week in October, when no {now was upon it; and 
though the mountains begin to be covered, at times, with fnow, 
as early as September, yet it goes off again, and feldom gets 
fixed till the end of Otober, or the beginning of November; but 
from that time it remains till July. In the year 1784, {now was 
feen on the fouth fide of the largeft mountain till the 12th of July; 
in 4790, it lay till the month of Auguft. 

During this period, of nine or ten months, the mountains extibit 
more or lefs of that bright appearandée from which they are deno- 
minated white. In the fpring, when the fnow is partly diffolved, 
they appear of a pale blue, ftreaked with white; and after it is 
wholly gone, at the diftance of fixty miles, they are altogether of 
the fame pale blue, nearly approaching a fky colour; while, at the 
fame time, viewed at the diftance of eight miles or lefs, they appear 
of the proper colour of the rock. Thefe changes are obferved by 
people who live within conftant view of them; and from thefe facts 
and obfervations it may with certainty be concluded, that the white- 
nefs of them is wholly caufed by the fnow, and not by any other 
white fubftance, for, in fact, there is none ; there are, indeed, in the 
fimmer months, fome ftreaks which appear brighter than other 
parts: but thefe, when viewed antentively with a telefcope, are 


plainly 
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plainly obferved to be the edges or fides of the long deep gullies 
enlightened by the fun, and the dark parts are the fhaded fides of 
the fame; in the courfe of a day thefe fpots may Be feen to vary 
according to the pofition of the fun, 

A company of gentlemen vifited thefe mountains in July, 1784, 
with a view to make particular obfervations on the feveral phenomena 
which might occur; it happened, unfortunately, that thick clouds 
covered the mountains almoft the whole time, fo that fome of the 
inflraments, which with much labour they carried up, were rendered 
lifelefs; thefe were a fextant, a telefcope, an inftrument for afcer- 
taining the bearings of diftant objects, a barometer, a thermometer, 
and feveral others for different purpofes. In the barometer the mer- 
cury ranged at 22,6, and the thermometer ftood at 44 degrees. It 
was their intention to have placed one of each at'the foot of the 
mountain, at the fame time that the others were carried to the top, 
for the purpofe of making correfponding obfervations ; but’ they 
were unhappily broken in the courfe of the journey, through the 
rugged roads and thick woods; and the barometer, which was car- 
ried to the fummit, had fuffered fo much agitation, that an allowance 
was neceflary to be made in calculating the height of the mountaia, 
_ which was computed, in round numbers, at five thoufand and five 
hundred feet above the meadow in the valley below, and nearly ten 
thoufand feet above the level of the fea.* They intended to have 
made a geometrical menfuration of the altitude; but in the meadow 
they could not obtain a bafe of fufficient length, nor fee the fum- 
amit of the fugar loaf; and in another place, where thefe inconve- 
niences were removed, they were prevented by the almoft continual 
»bicuration of the mountains by clouds. : 

Their exercife in afcending the mountain was fo violent, that when 
Dr. Cutler, who carried the thermometer, tock it out of his bofom, \ 
the mercury ftood at fever heat, but it foon fell to 44°, and by the 
time that he had adjufted his barometer and thermometer, the cold 
had nearly deprived him of the ufe of his fingers. On the upper- 
moft rock, the Rey. Mr. Little began to engrave the letters N. H. 
but was fo chilled with the cold, that he gave the inftruments te 


* This computation was made by the Rev. Dr. Cutler. Subfequent obfervations and 
calculations have induced the Mr. Belknap to believe the computation of his ingenious 
‘friend too moderate, and he is perfuaded, that whenever the mountain can be mea= _ 
fured with the requifite precifion, it will be found to exceed ten thoufand feet of per= 
pendicular altitude above the evel of the ocean, . 
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Col. Whipple, who finifhed the letters. Under a ftone they left a 


plate of lead, on which their names were engraven. The fun thone 
clear while they were pafling over the plain, but immediately after 
their arrival at the higheft fummit, they had the mortification to be 
enveloped in a denfe cloud, which came up the oppofite fide of the 
mountain: this unfortunate cireumftance prevented their making 
any farther ufe of their inftruments. Being thus involved, as they 
were defeending from the plain, in one of the long deep gullies, not 
being able to fee to the bottom, on a fudden their pilot flipped, and 
was gone out of fight, though happily without any other damage 
than tearing his clothes. This accident obliged them to ftop. When 
they turned their-eyes upward, they were aftonifhed at the immenfe | 
depth and fteepnefs of the place, which they had defcended by fixing | 
their heels on the prominent parts of the rock, and found it imprac-_ 
ticable to re-afcend thé fame way; but having difcovered a winding 
gully of a more gradual afcent, in this they got up to the plain, 
and then came down on the eaftern fide; this deep gully was on 
the fouth-eaft. From thefe circumftances it may be inferred, that it is 
more practicable and fafe to afcend or defcend on the ridges than in 
‘the gullies of the mountain. ey 
Thefe vat and irregular heights, being copioufly replenithed with 
water, exhibit a great variety of beautiful cafcades, fome of which 
fall in a perpendicular fheet or fpout, others are winding and floping, 
others fpread and form a bafon in the rock, and then gufh in a cata- | 
ract-over its edge. A poetic fancy might find full gratification amidft 
thefe wild and rugged fcenes, if its ardor be not checked by the fa- . 
tigtie of the approach; :almoft every thing in nature which can be 
fuppofed capable of infpiring ideas of the fublime and beautiful is 
here realifed ; aged mountains, {tupendous elevations, rolling clouds, — 
impending rocks, verdant woods, chryftal ftreams, the gentle rill, 
and ‘the roaring torrent, all confpire to amaze, to foothe, and to en- 
rapture. © . 
On the weftern part of thefe mountains is a pafs, commonly 
called The Notch, which, in the narroweft part, meafures but 
twenty-two feet, between two perpendicular rocks. From the height 
above it a brook defcends, and meanders through a meadow, for- 
merly a beaver pond. It is furrounded by rocks, which on one fide 
are perpendicular, and on the others rife in an angle of forty-five 
degrees—a ftrikingly. picturefque fcene! This defile was known to 
the Indians, who formerly led-their captives through it to Canada’s 
3 3 but’ 
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but it had been forgotten or negletted till the year 1771, when two 
hunters paffed through it, and from their report the proprietors of 
lands on the northern parts of Connecticut river formed the plan 
of a road through it to the Upper Cohos, from which it is diftant 
twenty-five miles. Along the eaftern fide of the meadow, under 
the perpendicular rock, is a caufeway of large logs funk into the 
mud by rocks blown with gunpowder from the mountain. On this 
foundation is conftruéted a road, which paffes through the narrow 
defile at the fouth end of the meadow, leaving a paflage for the ri- 
vulet which glides along the weftern fide. This rivulet is the head 
of the river Saco; and on the north fide of the meadow, at a little 
diftance, is another brook, which is the head of Amonoofuck, a 

large branch of Connecticut river. The latitude of this place is 
goer! N, 

The rivulet which gives rife to Saco defcends towards the fouth, 
and at a little diftance from the defile its waters are augmented by. 
two ftreams from the left, one of which defcends in a trench of two 
feet wide, and is called the Flume, from the near refemblance 
which it bears to an artificial flume; over thefe are thrown ftrong 
bridges, and the whole confruétion of this road is firm and durable ; 
much labour has been expended upon it, and the nett proceeds of a 

confifcated eftate were applied to defray the expence. In the deicent 
the pafs widens, and the ftream increafis; but for eight or ten miles 
from the Notch, the mountains en each fide are fo near, as to leave 
room only for the river and its intervales, which are not more than 
half a mile wide. In the courfe of this defcent feveral curious ob- 
jects prefent themf-lves to view; on the fide of one mountain is a 
projection refembling a fhelf, on which ftand four large ‘fquare 
rocks, in a form refembling as many huge folio vclumes. In two 
or three places, at immenfe heights, and perfectly inacceflible, ap- 
pear rocks of a white and ei hve, the furface of which is polifhed, 
like a mirror, by the conftant trickling of water over them. Thefe 
being expofed to the weft and fouth, are capable, in the night, of 
reflecting the moon and ftar beams to the wondering traveller in the 
deep, dark’ valley below, and by the help of imagination, are fuf- 
ficient to give rife to the fétion of carbuncles. 

To encompais thefe mountains as the roads are laid out, through 
the eaftern and weftern paff-s, and round the northern fide of the 
whole clufter, it is neceffary to travel more than feventy miles, and 
to ford eight confiderable rivers, befide many fmaller ftreams. ‘The 
diftance between the heads of rivers, which purfue fuch different 

Vou, Ul. s oe courfes 
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courfes from this immenfe elevation, and which fall into the fed fo 
rhany hundred miles afunder, is fo fmall, that. a traveller may, in the 
courfe of one day, drink the waters of Saco, Amarifcoggin, and 
Connecticut rivers. "Thefe waters are all perfectly limpid and {weet, 
excepting one brook on the eaftern fide of Mount Wafhington, 
which has a faponaceous tafte, and is covered with a very thick and 
{trong froth. It is faid, that there is a part of the mountain where 
the magnetic needle refufes to traverfe; this is probably caufed by a 
body of iron ore. It is alfo faid, that a mineral, fuppofed to be lead, 
has been difcovered. near the eaftern pafs, but that fpot cannot now 
be found. What ftores the bowels of the mountains contain, time 
muft unfold; all fearches for fubterraneous treafures having hitherto 
proved fruitlefs. The moft certain riches which they yield are the 
frefhets, which bring down the foil to the intervales below, and form 
a fine mould, producing, by the aid of cultivation, corn and herbage 
in the moft luxuriant plenty. 

Nature has formed fuch a connection between mountains and 
rivers, that in defcribing one, we are unavoidably led to {peak of the 
other. 

New-Hampfhire is fo fituated, that five of the largeft rivers in 
New-England, either take their rife within its limits, or receive much 
of their water from its mountains. Thefe. are the Connecticut, 
Amariicoggin, Saco, Merrimack, and Pafcataqua. Thefe have been 
before noticed in our general view of New-England; we fhall, there~ 
fore, only add.fuch obfervations to what has been already faid cons 
eerning them as immediately refpect this State. 

A large branch of the Saco, called Ellis river, rifes at the eaftern 
pafs af the White Mountains, where alfo originates Peabody river, 
a branch of Amarifcoggin. The fountain heads of thefe two rivers 
are fo near, that a man may fet his foot in one and reach with his 
hand to the other. In lefs than half a mile fouthward from this 
fountain, a large ftream which runs down the higheft of the White 
Mountains falls into Ellis river, and in about the fame diftance from 
this another falls from the fame mountain; the former of thofe 
{treams is Cutler’s river, the latter New river. The New river firft 
made its appearatice during a long rain in Odtober, 1775; it bore 
down many rocks and trees, forming a fcene of ruin for a long 
courfe ; it has ever fince been a conftant ftream, and where it falls inte 
Ellis river, prefcnts to view a noble cafcade of about one hundred 
feet, above which it is divided into three ftreams, which iffue out of 
the bowels of the mountain. Several other branches of Saco river 


2 fall 
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fall from different parts of this immenfe clufter of mountains, and 
‘unite about twelve or fifteen miles from the ee at the plain of 
Pigwacket. 

Winipifeogee river comes from the lake of that name, and unites 

its waters with Pemigewaflet, at the lower end of Sanborntown. 
From this junction, the confluent ftream bears the name of Merri- 
mack to the fea. 

In its courfe through New-Hampfhire, it paffes over feveral falls, 
the moft beautiful of which is called the ifle of Hookfet, but the 
grandeft is Amufkeag. Hookfet is about eight miles below the town 
of Concord; the defcent of the water is not fore than fifteen feet 
perpendicular in thirty rods; a high rock divides the ftream, and a 
{maller rock lies between that and the weftern fhore. From an emi- 
nence on the weftern fide there is a delightful landfcape ; the water 
above and below the fall, the verdant banks, the cultivated fields, and 
the diftant hills in the back ground, form a picturefque fcene, which 
¥elieves the eye of the traveller from the dull uniformity of a road 
through the woods. | 

Hight miles below Hookfet lies Amufkeag fall; it confifts of iHivde 
large pitches one below the other, and the water is fuppofed to fall 
about eighty feet in the courfe of half a mile. The river here is 
fo crooked that the whole of the fall cannot be viewed at once, 
though the fecond pitch, which may be feen from the road, on the 
weftern fide, appears truly majeftic. In the middle of the upper part 
of the fall, is ahigh, rocky ifland, on fome part of which are feveral 
holes of various depths, made by the circular motion of fimall ftones, 
gmpelled by the force of the defcending water.* 

At Walpole are thofe remarkable falls in Connecticut river, + 
which we have befere noticed, formerly known by the name of the 
Great Falls; the depth of the water is not known, nor have the 


* The following account of thefe cavities was formerly fent to the Royal Society, 
and printed in their Philofophical Tianfactions, vol. xxix. p. 70. 

“¢ A little above one of the falls of this river, at a place called Amufkeag, is a huge 
rock in the midft of the ftream, on the top of which are a great number of pits, made 
exaétly round, like barrels or hogfheads of different capacities, fome of which are capable 
of holding feveral tuns. The natives know nothing of the making of them ; bat the 
neighbouring Indians ufed‘to hide their provifions here in the wars with the Maquas, 
affirming, that God had cut therm oyt for that purpofe; but they feem plainly to be 
astificial.” 

+ Thefe falls have been defcribed jn the moft extravagant terms In an anonymous. 
publication, entitled, “* The Hiftory of Conneticut 3”? and the defcription has been 
Srequently retailed in newSpapers, and other periodical werks. 
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perpendicular height of the falls been afcertained; they are feveral 
pitches, one above another, in the length of half a mile, the largeft 
of which is that where the rock divides the ftream. 

In the rocks of this fall are many cavities like thofe at Amufkeag, 
fome of which are eighteen inches wide, and from two to four feet 
deep. On the fteep fides of the ifland rock hang feveral arm-chairs, 
faftened to ladders, and fecured by a counterpoile, in which fifiermen 
fit to catch falmon and fhad with dipping nets. 

Over this fall, in the year 1785, a itrong bridge of timber was 
conftructed by Colonel Enoch Hale; its length is three hundred and 
fixty-five feet, and it is fupported in the middle by the great rock. 
‘The expenfe of it was eight hundred pounds; and by a law of the 
State, a toll is collected from paffengers. This is the only bridge 
acrofs Connecticut river; but it is in contemplation to erect one 
thirty-fix. miles above, at the middle bar of White-river fall, where 
the pailage for the water, between the rocks, is about one hundred. 
feet wide. This place is in the townfhip of Lebanon, two miles be- 
low Dartmouth college. 

It would be endlefs to defcribe, particularly, the numerous falls, 
which, in the mountainous parts of the country, exhibit a great 
variety of curious appearances, many of which have been reprefented 
in the language of fiction and romance. But there is one in Salmon- 
fall river which, not for its magnitude, but for its fingularity, deferves 
notice; it is called the Flume, and is fituated between the townfhips 
of Rochetfter and Lebanon. The river is confined between two 
rocks about twenty-five feet high; the breadth, at the top of the 
bank, is not more than three rods. The Flume is about four rods in 
length, and its breadth is various, not more in any part than two feet 
and a half, and in one part fcarcely an hand breadth; but here the 
water has a fubterraneous paflage. _ 

Mr. Beiknap, who vifited this place in 1782, obferves, that in the 
‘flat rock there are divers cayities like thofe above mentioned; fome 
of them cylindrical, and others globular; all of them he found to 
contain a quantity of {mall ffones and gravel, and in one of them wa 
a large turtle and feveral frogs. The dimenfions of five of thefe 


holes were as follows : . 
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The largeft of thefe cavities is confiderably higher than where the 
water now flows, unlefs in a great frefhet. 

From a feries of obfervations made by James Winthrop, Efq. on 
the rivers of New-Hampfhire and Vermont, he deduces this coa- 
clufion, ‘* that the defcent of their rivers is much lefs than Euro- 
pean theorifts have fuppofed to be neceflary to give a current to 
water, In the laft hundred and fifty miles of Connecticut river, it 
defcends not more than two feet ina mile. Onion river, for forty- 
three miles from its mouth, falls four feet ina mile, and is exceed- 
ingly rapid between the cataracts. We may reckon the fhore at 
Quebec to be at the level of the fea, and two hundred miles from 
that part of lake Champlain, where the current begins. The dif- 
ference of elevation will be three hundred and forty-two feet, or 
twenty inches toa mile. If we extend our comparifon from Quebec 
to the top of the Green Mountains, at Williamfton, the elevation 
will be one thoufand fix hundred and fixty-fix feet, and the difance 
about three hundred and twenty miles ; which is five feet two inches 
and a half to a mile.”* 

It is a work of great curiofity, but attended with much fatigue to 
trace rivers up to their fources, and obferve the uniting of {prings and 
rivulets to form thofe ftreams which are dignified by majeftic names, 
and have been revered as deities by favage and fuperititious people. 
Rivers originate in mountains, and find their way through the cre- 
vices of rocks to the plains below, where they glide through natural 
meadows, often overflowing them with their frefhets, bringing down 
from the upper grounds a fat flime, and depofiting it on the lower, 
which renews and fertilizes the foil, and renders thefe intervale lands 
extremely valuable, as no other manure is needed on them for the 
purpofes of agriculture. 

There is an important remark concerning the rivers of this part 
. of America; and that is, that they often change their courfes, and 
leave their ancient channels dry. Many places may be feen in the 
wildernefs in this State, where rivers have rolled for ages, and where 
-ftones are worn {mooth as on the fea fhore, which are now at a con- 
fiderable diftance from the prefent beds of the rivers. In fome 
places thefe ancient channe's are converted into ponds, which, from 
their curved form, are called horfe-fhoe ponds; in others, they are 
overgrown with bufhes and trees. Thefe appearances are frequent 
in the mountainous parts of the country. Connecticut river, which 


* MS. letter of James Winthrop, Efq. 
yi divides 
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divides two States, has in fome places changed its ¢ourfe. Many 
acres have been thus made in a few years, ‘and the land is of an excel- 
lent quality. | | 

There are generally two {trata of intervale lands on the borders 
of the large rivers, one is overflowed every year, the other, which is 
feveral feet higher, and further removed from the water, is over- 
flowed only in very high frefhets. In fome places a third is found, 
but this is rare. The banks of the upper and lower intervales are 
often parallel to each other, and when viewed from the Haat aa fide, 
appear like the terraces of an artificial garden. 

Thefe intervale lands are of various breadths, according to the 
near or remote fituation of the hills. On Connecticut river they are 
from a quarter of a mile to.a mile and a half on each fide: in digging 
into them large found trunks of trees are found at various depths. 

The frefhets are not equally high every year. Mafts have lain in 
the river above Amufkeag fall two or three years, waiting for a 
fufficiency of water to float them over: they fometimes fall athwart 
the ftream and are broken; fometimes, ina marrow paflage, they are 
lodged fo firmly acrofs, as to be removed only by cutting; and fome- 
times they are fo galled by the rocks in their paffage, as to leffen their 
diameter, and confequently their value. 

Every {pring there is more or lefs of a frefhet, caufed by the 
diffolving of the fnow in the woods and mountains; if it be gradual, 
as it always is when not accelerated by a heavy rain, no damage is 
done by the rifing of the water. 

Immenfe quantities of drift wooed are brought down by thefe 
frefhets, from which the inhabitants of the lower towns contiguous 
to the rivers, are fupplied with fuel, and they have learned to be ex- 
tremely dextrous in towing on fhore whole trees with their branches. 
But notwithftanding their activity, much efcapes them, and is driven 
out to fea, and fome of it is thrown back on the coatt. | 

Saco river has rifen twenty-five feet in a great frefhet; its common 
yife is ten feet. Pemigewaffet river has alfo been known to rife 
-twenty-five feet. Connecticut river, in a common frefhet, is ten 
feet higher than its ufual fummer level: its greateft elevation does 
not exceed twenty feet. 

Winipifeogee lake is the largeéft ccltethién of water in New-Hamp- 
fhire: it is twenty-two miles in length from S. E.to N. W. and of 
very unequal breadth, but no where more than eight miles. Some 
very long necks of land projeét into it, and it contains f{everal iflands, 
large and {mall. The mountains which furround it, give rife to 

many 
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niany ftreams which flow into it, and between it and the mountains 
are feveral leffer ponds which communicate with it: Contiguous to 
this lake are the townfhips of Moultonborough on the N. W.; Tuf: 
tonborough aad Wolfborough on the N. E.; Meredith and Gilman- 
town onthe S. W.; and a tract of land called the Gore, on the S..E. 
From the S. E. extremity of this lake, called Merry-meeting bay, to 
the N. W. part, called Sentersharbour, there is good navigation in 
the fummer, and generally a good road in the .winter; the lake is 
— frozen about three months, and many fleighs and teams, from the 
circumjacent towns, crofs it on the ice. 

The next largeft Jake is Umbagog, in the northern extremity of 
the State: it is but little known, and no other furvey has been made 
of it than was neceflary for extending the divifional line between — 
New-Hampthire and Maine, in 1789. Next to this, are Squam, 
in the townfhip of Holderneffe; Sunnapee, in the townthips of 
Wendel and Fifhersfield; aud Great Offapy, in the ungranted land 
ef the Mafonian purchafe. Smaller ponds are very numerous, 
fearcely any town being without one or more ; there is generally a 
current through them, but fome have no vifible outlet ; their waterg. 

_ are limpid and {weet. . 

A remarkable circumftance is mentioned refpe&ing Mafcomy pond, 
which lies partly in Lebanon and partly in Enfield, and vents into 
Conneéticut river. It is about five miles in length and one in 
breadth, its depth is from thirty to forty fathoms. ‘The furrounding 
dand bears evident marks that the furface of this pond was once thirty 
or forty feet higher than its prefent level. By what caufe the altera- 
tion was made, and at what ‘time, is unknown; but appearances 
indicate a fudden rupture, there being no fign of any margin between 
its former and prefent height. About a mile diftant from its outlet, 
there is a declivity of rocks forty feet higher than the fream as it 
now runs: by the fituation of thefe rocks, it appears that they were — 
once a fall over which the water fowed; but it has now made for 
itfelf a very deep channel through folid earth, nearly a mile in length, 
where it feems confined for futurity.* 

In the townfhip of Atkinfon, ‘“‘in a large meadow, there is an 
land containing feven or eight acres, which was formerly loaded 
with valuable pine timber, and other foreit wood. When the rneadow 
is overflowed, by means of an artificial dam, this ifland rifes in the 
fame degree as the water rifes, which is fometimes fix feet. Near 
“the middle of this ifland isa fmall pond, which has been gradually 

leffening 
* MS. Letter of the Hon. Elifha Payne, Ef. 
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leffening ever fince it was known, and is now almoft covered with: 
verdure. In this place a pole of fifty feet has difappeared without: 
finding a bottom: in the water of that pond there have been fifli 
in plenty, which, when the meadow hath been flowed, have appeared 
there, and when the water hath been drawn off, have been left of the’ 
meadow, at which time the ifland fettles to its ufual ftate.’’* 

In the town of Rye there was formerly a frefh pond, covering 
about one hundred and fifty acres, fituate within ten or fifteen rods 
of the fea, being feparsted from it by a bank of fand. A commue 
nication was opened between this pond and the fea, in the year 1719, 
by which means the frefh water was drawn off, and the place is re« 
gularly overflowed by the tide, and yields large crops of falt hay. + 

Within this prefent year, 1791, a canal has been cut through the 
marfhes, which opens an inland navigation from Hampton, throught 
Salifoury, into Merrimack river, for about eight miles. By this paf- 
fage loaded boats may be conducted with the utmoft eafe and 

fafety. 

Another objeét on the face of this country worthy of obfervation, 
is the aged and majeftic appearance of the foreft trees, of which the 
mott noble is the maft pine. This tree often grows to the height 
of one hundred and fifty, and fometimes two hundred feet; it ig 
ftraight as an arrow, and has no branches but very near the top; it 
is from ‘twenty to forty inches in diameter at its bafe, and appears 
like a ftately pillar adorned with a verdant capital.in form of a cones 
Interfperfed among thefe are the common foreft trees of various 
kinds, whofe height is generally about fixty or eighty feet. In 
fwamps, and near rivers, there is a thick growth of underwood, which 
renders travelling difficult: on high land it is not fo troublefome ; 
and on dry plains it is quite inconfiderable, 

Amidft thefe wild and rugged fcenes, it is pleafing to obferve the 
luxuriant fportings of nature: trees are feen growing on a naked 
rock ; their roots either penetrate fome of its crevices, or run over 
its {urface and fhoot into the grounds When a tree is contiguous to 
a {mall rock, its bark will frequently inclofe and cover it. Branches 
of different trees, but of the fame fpecies, fometimes intertwine and 
even ingraft themfelves fo as to grow together in one. On fome trees 
are found large protuberant warts, capable of being formed into 
bowls, which are very tough and durable. On rocks, as well as on 
trees, we find varieties of mofs; it tometimes affumes a grotefque 

appearance, 
* MS. letter of the Rev. Stephen Peabody. 
+ MS. letter of Rev. Mr. Porter. 
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appearance, hanging in tufts like long hair from the branches, or 
imclofing the trunks, or fpreading over rocks like a carpet, and ex- 
tending from one rock to another. It is obférved that mofs is thickeft 
on the north fides of trees. By this mark the favages know their 


courfe in cloudy weather, and many of our hunters have learned of 
them to travel without a compafs. 


SOIL, PRODUCTIONS, &e. 

There is a great variety of foil in New-Hampthire: the intervale 
lands on the large rivers are accounted the moft valuable; becaufe 
they are overfiown and recruited every year by the water from the 
uplands, which brings down a fat flime or fediment of the confiftence 
_ of foap. Thefe lands produce every kind of grain in the utmoft 
perfection, but are not fo. good for pafture as the uplands of a 
proper quality. The wide-fpreading hills of a moderate elevation; 
are generally much efteemed as warm and rich; rocky moift land 
is accounted good for pafture ; drained fwamps have a deep mel 
low foil, and the valleys between hills are generally very productive. 

In the new and uncultivated parts, the foil is diftinguithed by the 
various kinds of woods which grow upon it; thus: white oak land. 
is hard and ftony, the undergrowth confifting of brakes atid fern; 
this kind of foil will not bear grafs till it has been ploughed and hoed 
but it is good for Indian corn, and muft be fubdued by planting be- 
fore it can be converted into pee. or pafture. The fame ey be 
faid of cheinut land. ; 

Pitch pine land 1s dry and fandy; it will bear corn and rye with 
ploughing, but is foon worn out, and needs to lie fallow two or three © 
years to recruit. | : 

White pine land is alfo light and dry, but has a deeper foil, and is 
of courfe better; both thefe kinds of land bear brakes and fern; and 
- wherever thefe grow in /large «juantities, it is an indication that 
_ ploughing is neceflary to prepare the land for gre fs. 

Spruce and hemlock, in the eaftern parts of the State. denote a 
thin, cold foil, which, after much labour in the clearing, will, indeed; 
‘bear grafs without ploughing, but the crops are fmall,-and there is a’ 
natural tough fward, commonly called a rug, which mutt either rot 
or be burned before any cultivation can be made. But in the weftern 
parts, the fpruce and hemlock, with a mixture of irch, ccnp 
moitt foil, which is excellent for grafs. 

Vow I, M : When 
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When the white pine and the oil-nut are found in the fame land, _ 
it is commonly a deep moift loam, and is accounted very rich and a 
profitable. . 

Beech and maple land is generally efteemed-the moft eafy and ad- 
vantageous for cultivation, as it is a warm, rich, loamy foil, which 
eafily takes grafs, corn, and grain without ploughing ; and not only 
bears good crops the firft year, but turns immediately to mowing and 
pafture; that foil which is deepeft and of the darkeft colour, is 
efteemed the beit. 

Black and yellow birch, white afh, elm, and alder, are indications 
of good foil, deep, rich, and moift, which will admit grafs and grain — 
without ploughing. 

Red oak and white bireh are fignsiof ftrong land, and generally 
the ftrength of land is judged of by the largenefs of the trees which 
it produces. 

There are evident figns of a change in the growth on the fame 
foil in a courfe of time, for which no caufes can be affigned. In 
fome places, the old ftanding trees, and the fallen decayed trees, ap- 
pear to be the fame, whilft the moft thri iving trees are of a different 
kind: for inftance, the old growth in fome places is red oak, or 
white afh, whilft the other trees are beech and maple, without any 
young oak or afh among them. It is probable that the growth is 
thus changed in many places; the only conclufion which can be 
drawn from this circumitance, is, that the fame foil is capable of | 
bearing divers kinds of trees; but {till there is a difference fufficient 
to denominate the foil from the growth. 

Several ways of raifing a crep on new land have been practifed, 
The eafieft and cheapeft method was originally learned of the Indians, 
who never looked very far forward in their improvements. The 
method is that of girdling the trees ; which is done by making a cir- 
cular incifion through the bark, and leaving them to die ftanding.— 
This operation is performed in the fummer, and the ground is fowed 
in Augutt with winter-rye, intermixed with grafs; the next year 
the trees do not put forth leaves, and the land having yielded a crop, 
becomes fit for pafture. This method helps poor fettlers a little - 
the firft year; but the inconvenience of it is, that if the trees are left 
- ftanding, they are continually breaking and falling with the wind, 
which endangers the lives of cattle ; and the ground being conftantly 
encumbered by the falling trees, is lefs fit for mowing; fo that if the 

labour 
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labour be not effectually done at once, it muft be done in a fucceflion 


of time. : 

In the intervale land on Connecticut river, wheat often yields 
forty, and fometimes fifty bufhels to the acre ; but in common up- 
land, if it produce twenty bufhels, it is reckoned profitable, though 
it often falls fhort of that. Indian corn will fometimes average thirty 
or forty, but it is to be obferved that this latter grain does not pro- 
duce folargely, nor is the grain fo heavy on new as on the old lands 
well cultivated. This, however, is owing much to the latenefs of 


‘the feafon in which it is planted; if planted as early on the newly 


burnt land as on the old, it will be nearly as good. Of all grains, 


_ winter rye thrives beft on new lands, and Indian corn or barley on the 


oh 


old. Barley does not fucceed well in the new land, nor is fiax raifed 
with any advantage, until the land has been cultivated for fome 
years. The fame may be faid of oats and peas, but all kinds of 
efculent roots are much. larger and {weeter in the virgin foil than in 


any other. 


The mode of clearing and cultivating new lands has been much 
improved within the laft thirty years. Forty years ago it was 
thought impoffible to raife Indian corn without the plough and the 
hoe. The mode of planting it among the burnt logs, was practi- 
fed with great fuccefs at Gilmantown, about the year 1762, and this 
eafy method of cultivating foon became univerfal in the new planta- 
tions. It is now accounted more profitable for a young man to go 
upon new, than to remain on the old Jands. In the early part of 
life, every day’s labour employed in fubduing the wildernefs, lays 
a foundation for future profit: befides the mode of fubduing new — 
Jand, there has been no improvement made in the art of hufbandry. 
The feafon of vegetation is fhort, and is almoft wholly employed 
in preparing, planting, and tilling the land, in cutting and houfing 
fodder, eel ee in the crops. Thefe labours fucceed invariably, 
and mutt be attended to in their proper feafon; fo that little time 


can be fpared for experiments, if the people in general were difpa- 
fed to make them. Indeed, fo fudden is the fucceffion of labours, 


that upon any irregularity inthe weather, they run into one another, 
and, if help be fcarce, one cannot be completed before the other 
fuffers for want of being done. Thus hay is often fpoiled for want 


‘of being cut in feafon, when the harveft is plentiful. It is partly 


from this caufe, partly from the ideas of equatity with 


which the minds of hufbandmen are early impreffed, and partly 
M 2 oS Born | 
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from a want of education, that no fpirit of improvement is feen 
among them, but every one purfues the bufinefs of fowing, plant- 
ing, mowing, and raifing cattle, with unremitting labour and unde- 
viating uniformity. 

Very little ufe is made of any manure except bare dung, though 
marl nay be had in many places, with or without digging. The 
mixing of different ftrata is never attended to, -though nature 
often gives the hint by the rain bringing down fand from a hill 
on a clay bottom, and the grafs growing there in greater beauty 
and luxuriance than elfewhere. Dung is feldom fuffered to re- 
‘main in heap over the fummer, but is taken every ipring from the 


barn, and either {fpread over the field and ploughed in, or laid in — 


heaps, and put into the holes where corn and potatoes are planted. 
Gardens in the country towns are chiefly left to the management 
of women, the men contenting themfelves with fencing and dig- 
ging them; and it muft be faid, to the honour of the female fex, 
that the {canty portion of earth committed to their care, is often made 
productive of no fall benefit to their families. 
eS Asathe frit inhabitants of New-Hampfhire came chiefly Pas the 
fouth-weftera counties of England, where cyder and perry were made 
in great quantities, they took care to ftock their plantations with 
apple trees and pear trees, which throve well, and grew to.a great 


fize. The firft growth is now decayed or perifhed, but a fucceffion 


has been preierved, and no good hufbandman thinks his farm com 
plete without an orchard, Perry is ftill made in the old towns, bor- 
dering on Pafcataqua river, but in the interior country the apple tree 
is chiefly cultivated. In many of the townfhips which have been 
fettled fince the conqueft of Canada, young orchards bear well, and 
eyder is yearly becoming more plentiful. 

Other fruits are not much cultivated; but from the fpecimens 


which fome gardens produce, there is no doubt but that the cher ry, 


the mu lberr ys the plum, and the quince, might be multiplied to any 
degree. The peach does not thrive well, the trees being very fhort- 


lived. The apricot is {carcely known. The white and red currant | 


grow luxuriantly, if properly fituated and cultivated. The barberry, 
though an exotic, is thorough] ly naturalized, and grows {pontaneoufly 
in hedges or paftures, 

It has often been in this State a fubject of complaint, that grain, 
flax and efcylent vegetables, degenerate. This may be afcribed ta 
the feed not being changed, but fown fucceffively on the fame foil, 

or 
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or in the fame neighbourhood, for too long atime. ‘ The Siberian 
wheat for feveral years produced good crops;. but becoming at 
length naturalized to the climate, it fhared the fate of the common 
kind of wheat, and: difappointed the expeétations of the farmer. 
- Were the feed renewed every five or fix years, by importations from 
Siberia, it might be. cultivated to advantage.” Jt muft be ob- 
ferved, that the Siberian wheat which was fown in New-Hamphhire, 
about twelve years ago, was carried from England, where it had 
been fown for feveral preceding years. Whether an intermediate 
fiave is favourable to the traniplantation of feed from north to 
fouth, and the fuccefs of its cultivation, may be worthy of inquiry. 
With refpect to plants, which require the whole feafon to grow in, it - 
is obferved, that ‘¢ the removal of them from fouth to north, ought 
to be by fhort flages ; in which cafe they accommodate themfelves 
by infenfible degrees to the temperature and length of the .vegetas 
ting term, and frequently acquire as good a degree of perfection in. 
foreign climes as in their native foil. Such are the refources of na- 
fure)”’ 

Agriculture is, and alw ays will be, the chief bufinefs of the people 
of New-Hampfhire, if they attend to their true intereft. Every tree 
which is cut down in the foreft, opens to the fun a new fpot of earth, 
which, with cultivation, will produce food for man and beaft. It is 
impoffible to conceive what quantities may be produced of beef, pork, 
mutton, poultry, wheat, rye, Indian corn, barley, pulfe, butter and 
cheefe, articles which will always finda market. Flax and hemp 
may alfo be cultivated to great advantage, efpecially on the intervale 
lands of the large rivers. The barley of New-England is much ef- 
teemed in the middle States, and the demand for it is fo great, as to 
encourage its cultivation ; it is, befides, a kind of grain which is not 
Tiable to blaft. Hops will grow on almoft any foil, and the labour 
attending them is fo inconfiderable, that there can be no excufe for 
neglecting the univerfal cultivation of them. The confumption of 
them, and confequently the demand for. them as an article of coms 

merce, is contipually increafing. 

The firft cat cattle imported from Europe into eos 26 
were fent by Captain John Mafon and his affociates, about the year 
1633, to ftock their plantations, and to be employed.in drawing lum- 
ber. Thefe cattle were of a large breed, and a yellow colour, procu- 
yed from Denmark, Whilft the bufineis of getting lumber was the 
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chief employment of the people, the breeding of large cattle was more 


attended to than it is now. Calves were allowed to mun with the . 


cows, and fuck at their pleafure. Men were ambitious to be diftin. 
guifhed by the fize and ftrength of their oxen. Bets were frequently 
laid on the exertions of their ftrength, and the prize was contended for 
as earneftly as the laurel at the Olympic games. This ardour is not yet 
wholly extinguifhed in fome places;, but as hufbandry hath gained 
ground, lefs attention is paid to the firength, and more to the fatnefs 
of cattle for the market, and calves are deprived of part of their na- 
tural food, for the advantage of making butter and cheefe. 

Ais the country becomes more and more cleared, pafture for 
- eattlé increafes, and the number is continually multiplied. From 
the upper parts of New-Hampbthire, great herds of fat cattle are driven 
to the Bofton market, whence the beef is exported frefh to Nova- 
Scotia, and falted to the Weft and Faft-Indies. 

At what time and by whom the horfe was firft imported, does not 
‘appear. No particular care is taken by the people in general to im- 
‘prove the breed of this majeftic and ufeful animal, and bring it to 
that perfection of which it is capable. The raifing of colts is 
not accounted a profitable part of hufbandry, as the horfe is but 
little ufed for draught, and his flefh is of no value. The proportion 


of horfes to neat cattle is not more than one to twenty. Few live 


and die on the plantations where they are bred; fome are exported to 
the Weft-India iflands, but the moft are continually fhifted from one 
. owner to another, by means of a fet of contemptible wretches called 
horfe-jockies. 


" Affes have been lately introduced into the country. The raifing 


of mules deferves encouragement, as the exportation of them to the 
Weit-Indies is more profitable than that of horfes, and they may be 
_ufed te advantage in travelling or carrying burthens in the rough 
_ and mountainous parts of the wildernefs. 

Sheep, goats, and {wine, were at firft fent over from England, by 
the aflociates of Laconia. Sheep have greatly multiplied, and are ac- 


counted the moft profitable ftock which can be raifed on a farm. The. 


“breed might be renewed and improved by importing from Barbary, 
the mufflon, which is faid to be the parent ftock of the European, 
and confequently of the American fheep. Goats are not much pro- 
pagated, chiefly becaufe it is difficult to confine them in paftures. 
Swine are very prolific, and f{carcely a family is without them. Du- 

ring 
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ring the fummer, they are either fed on the wafte of the dairy and 
kitchen, or ringed and turned into fields of clover, or permitted to 
run at large in the woods, where they pick up nuts and acorns, or 
grub the roots of fern ; but after harveft they are fhut up, and fatted 
on Indian corn. The mies of New-England is not inferior to any in 
the world. | Phe 

Demeftic poultry of all kinds are raifed in great plenty and per- 
fe&ion in New-Hampfhire. In fome of the lower towns they have 
a large breed of dunghill fowls, which were exported from England 
about twenty years paft; but this breed is permitted to mix with 
the common jort, by which means it will, in time, degenerate. The 

ock of all domeftic animals. ought frequently to be changed, if it is 
the with to preferve them unimpaired, or reftore them to their ori- 


ginal perfection. 


“CAVERNS, STONES, FOSSILS, AND MINERALS. 


| Among the many rocky mountains and precipices, fome openings 
appear, which are generally fuppofed to be the haunts of bears and 
rattle-{nakes, and are rather objeéts of dread than of curiofity. A par- 
ticular defcription of one of thefe caverns in the townthip of Chefter, 
by Peter French, an ingenious young gentleman, yee fhall be 
given in his own words. 

«¢ At about five miles diftance from Chefter meeting-houfe, and 
very near the read leading to Concord, is an eminence called Rattle- 
fnake Hill. Its \bafe is nearly circular, and about half a mile in 
diameter. It is very rugged, efpecially on the fouthern fide, where 
it is almoft perpendicular, and its fummit frowns tremendous, about 
four hundred feet high. In this fide, at the height of ten yards, is. 
an aperture in the rocks, of about five feet high, and twenty inches 
‘broad, which is the entrance to what is called the Devil’s Den, con- 
cerning which, many frightful ftories are told, to increafe the ter-~ 
rors of the evening, among the children of the neighbouring vil- 
lages; and, indeed, I have obferved the eyes of men allume a pecu- : 
liar brightne(s, while recounting the imaginary dangers which they’ 
had there fortunately efcaped. : 

“ This entrance is about fix feet long, it then contraéts its height 
to two feet and a half, and difplays its breadth horizontally on 
the right, fifteen feet, where it is irregularly loft among the contigu- 
ous rocks. This form. of the caylty continues about ten feet, when 
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it fuddenly becomes about eight feet. high, and three wide, the 
fides nearly perpendicular, continuing thus about nine feet. In the 
midway of which, on the fame plane, and nearly at right angles 
onthe left, is an aperture of five feet high and four wide, which con« 
tinues ten or twelve feet, where it is loft irregularly among the 
rocks. Oppofite to this, on the right, lies a {pacious chamber, paral- 
lel to the faid plane, ‘elevated about four feet, fifieen or twenty feet 
{quare, and about: three feet high, floored and ceiled by a regular 
rock, from the upper part of which are dependent many ex- 
crefcences, nearly in the forms of a pear, fome of which are more than 
an inch long; but there is a much greater number of every poflible 
inferior fize ; thefe are eafily feparable from the rock, and feveral 
of them are depofited in the mufeum at Cambridge, where they 
are fhewn for petrified water.’ Their colour and confiftence are 
thofe of a common ftone, but when approached in the cave with 
a flambeaux, they throw about a fparkling luftre of almoft every hue. 
This appearance is caufed by a large drop of water, which hangs 
about the end of each, and when the echo of its fall has reverberated 
round the vault, another begins to kindle in fucceffion. 

é At the end of the above mentioned nine feet is a perpendicular 
defcent of about four feet; where the paffage becoming not more 
than eighteen inches wide, but at leaft fifteen feet high, and itill 
nearly perpendicular, bends gently to the right in an arch of a very 
large circle, for about thirty feet, where eight or nine feet of the 
height falls into breadth, and all in feven or eight feet more is loft 
among the rocks, in inconfiderable chinks. 

“¢ The general cire¢tion of this cave is nearly north, and upon an 
afcent of about three degrees. The cavity is terminated by rocks 
on all fides, fave that the above-mentioned thirty feet has a gras 
velly bottom, at the farther end of which rifes a fmall rivulet, 
{trongly impregnated with fulphur. This rivulet increafes imper- 
ceptibly in its defcent along’ the thirty feet; when it falls fuddenly 
into a tranfverfe chink, about three inches wide, which receives it 
perpendicularly about ten feet, when the little fubterraneous cafcade 


is intercepted by fome thin lip of a rock, and thrown about in quite 


a merry-ftrain for fuch a folitary manfion, 

"The rocks which wall this narrow paflage, are cafed with a fhell 
of a reddifh colour, about half an inch thick, which is eafily fepa- 
table from the rock, in flakes as large as a man’s hand. Thefé 
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Aakes emit a {trong feent of fulphur, when thrown into the fire; and 
this circumftance has given rife to a conjecture that fubterraneous fires 
have formerly raged here; but whatever truth there may be in this 
opinion, the cave is now exceedingly cold, and amore gloomy fitua- 
tion is fcarcely imaginable.”’ 

In the town of Durham there is a rock, which is computed to 
weigh fixty or feventy tons. It lies fo exactly poifed on another 
rock, asto be eafily moved by one finver. It is on the top of a hill, 
and its fituation appears to be natural. Many other fingular ap- 
‘pearances among the rocks and mountains attract the attention of the 
curious, and ferve as objects of amazement to the uninformed. | 

Of the different kinds of earths and clays which are found in 
New-Hampfhire, it would be endlefs to give an account. The 
towns of Exeter, Newmarket, Durham and Dover, abound in 
clays. The fame may be faid of feveral towns on Connedticut river. 
In many of the new townfhips, clay does not appear till after the 
earth has been opened and cultivated. Marles, though found in 
great plenty in fome places, are feldom ufed: immenfe treafures of 
this précious manure will be referved for future generations. _ 

Red and yellow ochres are found in Sommerf{worth, Chefter- 
field, Rindge and Jaffrey. It is obfervable that in feveral places, a 
ftratum of yellow is found under one of red ochre, without any in- 
tervening fubftance: thefe have been purified and ufed with fuccefs 
in painting. 

At Orford, on Connecticut river, is found the foap-rock, Steatites. 
It has the property of fuller’s earth in cleanfing cloths ; it is of a con- 
fiftence between earth and ftone; it may be fawn or cut with carpen- 
ter’s tools into any form whatever. T'o determine its capacity of ens 
during heat, Mr. Belknap carefully meafured and weighed a piece 
of it; and having kept it for one hour in a glowing fire of coals, 
and cooled it gradually, he found its fize was not in the leaft dimi- 
nithed ; it lofta fixty-fifth part of its weight; it was evidently cracked, 
and was. eafily broken by the hand; it was equally foft as before, 
and as capable of being cut or feraped; its colour was changed from 
a light grey to a micaceous yellow. The piece on which this ‘experi= 
ment was made, weighed between feven and eight ounces. ' 

_ In various parts of the country is found that tranfparent fubftance 
which is commonly called ifing-glafs, Lapis fpecularis. Wis a 
{pecies of talc, and is found adhering to rocks of white or yellow 
quartz, and lying in laming, like theets of paper; moft of -it 
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is white, fome is yellow, and fome has a purple hue. The larget 
leaves of this curious fubftance are found in a mountain, in the 
townfhip of Grafton, about twenty miles eaftward of Dartmouth 
colleges It was firft difcovered in the following manner: a hun- 
ter took fhelter for the night in a cavern of the mountain, and in the 


morning found himfelf furrounded with this tranfparent fub-- 


ftance; alarge leaf of which he faftened to the branch of a tree 
hear the cave, as a matk by which he might again find the place. 
This happened during the late war, when window-glafs could not 
be imported. The fcarcity of that convenient article brought the 
talc into repute. Many perfons employed their time in blowing 
the rocks, feparating the lamin, cutting them.into fquares, and 
vending them about the country. This fubftance is particularly 
valuable for the windows of fhips, as it is not brittie, but elaftic, and 
will ftand the explofion of cannon. It is alfo ufed to cover miniature 
paintings, and to preferve minute objects for the microfcope. The 
difadvantage of it for windows is, that it contraéts duft, and is not 
eafily cleaned; but for lanterns it is preferable to glafs. 

Chryftals and chryftalline fpars have been found at Northiroitt 
Rindge and Conway. They are of various fizes, generally hexago- 
nal, and terminating ina point. The largeft which has fallen under 
our knowledge was found at Conway; it was fix inches in length, 
eight in circumference, and weighed thirty-two ounces, but it was 
not throughout pellucid. 

Allum ore has been found at Barrington, Orford and Jaffrey 
Vitriol at Jafirey, Brentwood and Rindge: itis generally combined ti 
the fame {tone with fulphur. Thofe ftones which hive been {een art 
dhelly, and the vitriol exudes at the fiffures. Mr. Belknap has oné 
which has been kept perfectly dry for above twelve years, and it 
produces the white efflorefcence as plentifully as ever. It was 
taken from Lebanon in the county of York, where there was an 
immenfe quantity. 

Free-ftone has been difcovered at Hanover and Piermont: At Or- 
ford are many flate rocks, and a grey ftone, which may be wrought 
to great ‘perfection, either for building or for mill-ftones ; it is faid to 
be nearly equal ta the imported burr ftones, and is in great de- 
mand. 

Iron ore is found in many places, moft commonly in iwampSe 
It generally difcovers itfelf by the colour and tafte of the watery, 
which runs through it; and there are many {prings in almoft every 
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part of the country which are impregnated in different degrees 
with it. Black lead, pfumbago, is found in large quantities about 
the grand Monadnock, in the townfhip of Jaffrey. In the fame 
neighbourhood, fome {mall fpecimens of copper and lead have 
been feen. There is alfo an appearance of copper in fome rocks 
at Orford; but no metal except iron, has been wrought to any ade 
vantage. 

Foffil fhells have been found near Lamprey river in Newmarket, 
at the depth of feventeen feet, and in fuch a fitution as that the bed 
of the river could never have been there. The fhells were of 
oyfters, mufcles and clams, intermixed. Clam fhells have alfo 
been difcovered at the depth of twenty feet, in the neighbourhood 
ef Dartmouth college. 

Foffil trees are fometimes found in the intervale lands, adjoining 
the great rivers. % 

Mineralogy is a branch of feience which is but little cultivated. 
Men of genius and fcience have not yet had leifure to purfue objects 
from which prefent advantages cannot be drawn.’ The difappointments 
which have attended: fome, expenfive attempts ; the air of myftery 
thrown over the fubject by ignorant pretenders; and the facility 
with which every mineral may be imported from abroad, have like- 
wife difcouraged inquiries. But from the fpecimens which have ap- 
peared, there can be no doubt of the exiftence of mineral and fof- 
fil treafures, in.the fearch.of which, future generations will find em- 
ployment. 


CIVIL DIVISIONS AND CHIEF TOW NS. 


This State is divided into five counties, viz. Rockingham, Straf- 
ed: Chefhire, Hillfborough and Grafton; thefe are fub-divided 
into one hundred and ninety-three townfhips, and thirteen locations, 
moft of which are about fix miles fquare. In all thefe townfhips 
a fhare has been referved equal to that of any other grantee for . 
the firft fettled minifter, as his own might, befides the parfonage lot. 
This has proved a great encouragement to the fettlement of minifters 
“in the new ‘towns; and where the choice has been ai many 
advantages have been derived ‘from it. she 

The chief towns in this State are Portfmouth, aes aad Eon: 
cord, in Rockingham county; Dover and Durham, in Strafford 
Keen and Charlefton, in Chefhire ; Amherit, in Halters "Y and 


Haverhall and Plymouth, in Grafton. 
Na PORTSMOUTH. 
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PORTSMOUTH. 


This is the largeft town in the State, its longitude is 70° 40’ from 
the obfervatory at Greenwich; itis about two miles from the fea, on 
the fouth fide of Pafcataqua river ; it contains about fix hundred and 
forty dwelling houfes, and nearly as many other buildings, befides 
thofe for public ufes, which are three congregational churches, one 
epifcopal, and one univerfalift; a {tate houfe, market houfe, four 
fchool -houfes, and a work houfe. 

Its harbour is one of the fineft on the continent, having a fufficient 
depth of water for veffels of any burthen. It is defended again 
ftorms by the adjacent land, in fuch a manner, as that fhips may 
fecurely ride there in any feafon of the year. Befides, the harbour 
is fo well fortified by nature, that very little art will be neceffary to 
render it impregnable. Its vicinity to the fea renders it very conve= 
nient for naval trade. A light houfe, with a fingle light, ftands at 
the entrance of the harbour. Ships of war have been built here ; 
among others, the America,. of feventy-four guns, launched No- 
vember, 1782, and prefented to the King of France by the Congrefg 
of the United States. 

: EXETER. 

_ Exeter is fifteen miles S. W. from Portfmouth, fituated at the head 
of the navigation upon Swamfcot, or Exeter river. The tide rifes 
here eleven feet; it is well fituated for a manufacturing town, and has 
already a duck manufactory, in its infancy-—fix faw mills, a fulling 
mill, flitting mill, paper mill, fnuff mill, two chocolate and ten grift | 
mills, iron works, and a printing office. The public buildings are 
two congregational churches, an academy, a new and handfome 
court honfe, and a gaol. The public offices of State are kept here, 
Formerly this town was famous for fhip building, but this bufinefs 
has not flourithed fince its interruption by the war. | 


CONCORD. 


This is a pleafant, flourifhing, inland town, fituated on the weft 
bank of Merrimack river, fifty-four miles W. N. W. from Portf- 
mouth, The general court, of late, have commonly held their fef- 
fions here; and from its central fituation, and a thriving back 
country, it will probably foon become the permanent feat of go- 
vernment. Much of the trade of the upper country centers in this 
town. = 
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Dover, Durham, Ambherft, Keen, Charlefton, Plymouth and 
Haverhill, are the other moft confiderable towns in this State, 
Haverhill is a new, thriving town, on the eaft fide of Connecticut 
river, in Lower Coos. It is the moft confiderable town in the county 
of Grafton, and has a well-conftructed courtehoufe and a con; gregas 
tional church. In it isa bed of iron ore, which has yielded fome 
profit to the proprietor—alfo a quarry of free ftone, from which the 
people are fupplied with chimney pieces, hearth ftones, &c. It 
has alfo a fulling mill and an oil mill, and many other excellent 
mill feats. 

POPULATION. 


Attempts have been made at feveral times to afcertain the number 
of people in New-Hampfhire. The late Governor Wentworth was 
ordered by the Britifh miniftry to take an exa&t furvey; but ¢ hav- 
ing no fund to pay the expenfe, and no law to compel obedience” 
to the order, he was fubjected to the inconvenience of delay and 
difappointment. The number of the people, however, in 1767, 
was eftimated at fifty-two thoufand feven hundred. Another efti- 
mate was made in1774, of which we have met with no official ac- 
count, but have been informed that it was eighty-five thoufand, 
This was too high. Theeftimate given to Congrefs by the delegates 
of New-Hampfhire, at the commencement of the revolution, was 
full more extravagant. A furvey taken in 1775, partly by enume- 
ration, and partly by eftimation, for the purpofe of eftablifhing an 
adequate reprefentation of the people, made the whole number 
¢ighty-two thoufand two hundred. 

The cenfus taken by order of Congrefs in 1490, is the moft cor- 


rect account which has ever been made, according to oes the num- 
bers were as follows; 
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ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, CONTINUED 


9 e 
ee \. 
7; ++ *:—_— ee ee 
6 Ey ; ag 
al ro : c 
‘S 2 5 ey S 
gy 8 cc a 
v 
Pan pga: 
oe eee {ba be 
Es 3g B Siglo 
Oo % w Pr oO ME 
os ) cv) a ie ve 
MS 4 XO bay = ms) ° 
ES fa fo Sin 
149 ict 268 — 568 
7 63 123) 1 254. 
494) 447 g6o} 1 1902 
246 273 21 1040 
216 190 335 OE 
PRAY MONG, 66 5.8) 's . ey 181 ROde bug 72.7 
Windham, . .-. 3. 160-4 219% a O0nt 2 |S 663 | 


MOV Cl ers 6s ees 


549 419 | Yoo4 } 18) 8] 1998 | 
}Somerfworth, .. . 248 211 478 943 

Pocheiter, <.° < 2% ~{ 0930 740 | 1386 i|-@ Bar x 

New-Durham, ... 139 140 278 55404 

+ Middleton, : | ae 162 | {304 Orr 

{| Wolfborotgh, 110 120 217 444 | 

{ Moultonborough, Sito 148 282 ih e504 
BanaWiChy Oe. si4 5 |) Memb 243 4.46 905 
Pe pee i a 86 82 i7t 339 
Ww iWakeheldys. sis 2s 148 193]. 296 646 
Tuftonborough, .. 29 20 60 | 109 
7 Lamworth, . .:%.. 67 72, 126 |: i 266 
Periitead,?.°. cho A192 214 4.00 i 8074 
BOBtGNy a's Foe 60 72 4,: 427 259 
Singha: . ks. 42) os 4g 68 I 164 
MEW a, oa as ee I49 146 279 54 
Durham, .... | : 336 242, 634] 2] 3) 124% 
a. Sheets bos 646 | 1217 | 2 2470 
Madbury,.. s+... 167 126 295 4 $2 
RCI bt cues ie era 224 6201-2 1029 
New*Durham (Goat. : 108 118 212 | 9 446 

Sanborntown, .. . AIS 423 449 1687} 
New-Hampton, .. . 171 173 306 | 2 602 
Dleriaitlt, ss «6; 24.7 211 A1Q 4 Sor. 

; Cilmantown, oe 614 682 1294 | 22] 1! 2613 - 

, Stark’sandSterling’s ] | 

Vocations, «4 a te ¥3 26 §1 


Gort | $913 | LISgt | 63/232, 23001 © 


96 GENERAL DESCRIPTION 


CHESHATR EGON 1 -y. 


~ = F 
GS 5 5 ‘ a 
| n xs 2 
ot 
TOWNS. ae) Es 2 3 
o > oS ro) roy 
Reap! See Aaa ris 
ea > i oe oa o 
ea Pas = = 
oO rile Om rb) ° 
Lee Lo Fe = 
fy PS fly Fla << 
Chatlefionjt :. 3 2)>. 307 264 530° 93 
| it PS a OB a 318 318 OFT Goes 


Ackworth, . . 2.5. . 159 197 348 
Te Wy ive c¥ah teie Woe aaa 268 235 558 
Gheltertieldy- So 345°. 441 532 |, 930} @ 
Claremont,’ ... 27>. 348 391 692 | 2 
OPN Males ws 238 258 AS Ars Les 
PASLOY COR eo ee 58 i21 151 262 | 3 
POAT LIG sg a 4s ss 5 #58 227 223 446] ¢ 
Fitzwilliam, .2... .f'. 255 278 505 
BAe ss S tiene) «5 70 64 164 
Pidamieales tee < sei | 12.7 142 251 


gear plter, (. 6 jacs > 110 95 207 1a 
Marlborough, ... rV5 219 392 
SNleOWh at 3c get Ss 73 So 160 
q Newport, . . 2... 187 198 M6 ee 
mbaekersield,: 5 «is - 167 208 BAG. 1 3 
MiGhMOnds: TS yrs + 332, }) 17308 680 
PIndge, 5). es ew tp.246 326 ib Gee ae? 
sy ofoddart,... sis)+, « 162 194 344 
BREFY, (0. 6 6 Aya « eh, 111 22.0 
BeVAN? ) . sae 48 68 103 


ip) 
a 
» 
=) 
N 
oO 
ie} 
~~ 
@ 
s 
oO 
Oo 
iw] 
cO 
—~T 
WA 
ba fi 
ms me ON eS 


Wafhington, ... - 137 135 273 
Wendell, a. Sn) s - 70 64 133 
Weitmoreland, . . .| 472 543 998 | 4 
| Winchefter, . «+. 298 MI I 5951 4 
New-Grantham, . . go 38 TES tea 
Biaiptield, +. % Ger we w 259 277 486 | 2 
Prorectworth, | yaw 56 49 104 


ee a a ee 
oe 


OF NEW-HAMPSHIRE. | 07 | 


HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY, 
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MOR iat. hes 132 122 
New-London, .. . 69 go 
Bweariers ob. 2 fas 220 195 
| Kiarferge Gore, - 37 ae 27 
MGOVER. Pte ho 166 164 
Bdltawen, |. « <i. . 282 RIA 
BOGE | wre 4 es. SM 84. 89 
ISS Aa i aor 156 160 
MPTON, | «fed Ws oly FY OS 63 
Campbell’s Gore, . . 28 35 
mabury, ). 4 WP. : 385 
232 233 

| Dunbarton, : 209 244 

Deating, §. « wa 213 254 
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HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY, CONTINUED. | 


Le) Se ~ 
3) ° 
o 2 2 
Gree 17s tae tee 
= ct 
& 3 Oo sy 
TOWNS, ae = Fe & 
ia. |) om 2 | 6 
eS | 3's ee 
we o PS © © 
b o LO oe = 
ha BS Ey oH fy < 
farsa NES FAT o8 1 > Eee SR Se ee eend SS Re ~yral han meaneER SE geen | pica F  igsese 2c 
Fig issih 340 378 yee 
Derryfield, 92 9s ne a 


GRAFTON COUNTY. 


elaverhilly |... ssi: 163 118 266 
riymouthiee. Aen 182 142 297 
qerCxandriay .- G24. 79 87 132 
ADASELCtia. = he’ > deli is 7 135 
Rey a Tie eee 4 117 136 239 
Bridgewater) oi. 4 84 62 134 
PION se 2 8aa dee he 3c a4 45 62 
| Cambridge, not inhab 
ISeIIPtON, ge (s: i-tl.” 113 79 202 
coda 127 123 223 
pao rathant,: | its 17 13 28 
-erockburne, +. = « 9 5 12 
|Cockermouth, .. 94 104 es 
pColbtrmne, ... .%. 10 6 1 
| Concord, alias Gun- : 
i Sethwaite, *. } gt 75 ak 
\iooventry, . Gs. . 21 20 47 
Pia! . 4 Soa. alt 4 7 
| Dartmouth, .... 34 25 2 
Porcherer*; gs. :. 48 45 82 


| Dummer, not inhab. . 

| Enfield, alias Relhan, 188 173 361 
| Errol, not inhabited, . 

)Pravconia,<.-4 Gos 0% 22 18 32 
Gratton, See 99 110 194 
| Hanover, including 

| 152 ftudents “| 
Dart. College, 

| Kilkenny,not inhabited, 
Rancaleraes +s is . 45 45 ay 


raat i A 
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GRAFTON COUNTY, CONTINUED. 


Trecothick, not inhab. 


Sites a 3 S 
ey 8 a 2 
TOWNS. 2h ia a tes 
HEAPELSTON A 25, 28 26 42 . > bal pais 
ey iaiie) . oi0g di eaatese 7 39 106 202 
IS ne one intel ia 8 231 189 392 816 
Milfield, not t inhabited, 
New -Chetter, 70 103 139 312 
{ New-Holdernefs, . . g6 78 169 329 
| Northumberland, 34. 27 56 Pay 
POUADIEC, 65 ee) 4’ 8 32 37 61 I ras 
Orford, 140 125 292 3 540 
| Peeling, not aaibulsttecds 
Oe 14. ii 23 48 
Piermont, «5. 408 4 oe 103 113 200 [7p Ba eG 
peqgey, 4%. 4k ss 97 £13 201 All 
Wramel Dune. SR” 6G 12 5 18 35 
beSehatiordse. 604. £5 “esus 44 38 64. 
Succefs, not inhabited, 
SEOGUINON, 6 4 0. 96 98 Igt 


Parnes Sa. oases 
| Wentworth, 


Ve aiesree AP a oi 


: ero 72 112 
f isies &, -¢\'s 3 2 4 
| Dames’s, . 4 8 9 
| & | Hart’s, 2... 3 4. 5 
4&4 Senter’s . . 5 2 
4 2 | Stark’s, : 8 i 16 
ri Sterling’s, oes 3 Z| 4 
I A 
5 8) a1 


Waren | 28 


SUMMARY OF POPULATION. 


| Rockingham County, | 11148 | 9654 | 21976 
Sieasrord dO... ser hs) @OLL Wy SOLS 1 IIL Gs 
Cheihire do. . 4. .1 7004. 7O8O | 14762 
Hilliborough do. 3 


Grafton do. 
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If this number is compared with the number in 1495, and the 
difference divided by the number of intervening years, without any 
reference to the lois fuftained by the war, the average of increafe 
dill be three thoufand nine hundred and eight-five per annum for the 
laft fifteen years. 

This rapid increafe of population is partly natural and partly ads 
ventitious. The diftinétion between thefe two caufes is evident ; 
but. to afcertain the precife limits of their refpeétive operations is 
impracticable, without a more minute furvey than has ever yet been 
taken. Large emigrations have been made fince the peace of 1763 from 
the neighbouring States, into the new townfhips of New-Hampfhire. 
Thofe from the old towns to the new have been alfo very confidera~ 
ble ; and though at firft view thefe latter may not feem to have aug- 
mented the nuniber of the people; yet, upon a more clofe attention 
of the fubjeét, it will be found, that even in them there is a pro- 
duétive caufe of increafe, Where land is cheap, and the means of 
fubfiftence may be acquired in fuch plenty, and in fo fhort a time, as 
is evidently the cafe in the new plantations, encouragement is given 
to early marriage. A young man who has cleared a piece of land, 
and built a hut for his prefent accommodation, foon begins to expe- 
rience the truth of that old adage, Lf 7s not good for mar to be alones 
Having a profpect of increafing his fubftance by labour, which he 
knows himfelf able to perform, he attaches himfelf to a female 
earlier than prudence would dictate if he had not fuch a profpect. 
Nor are the young females of the country averfe to a fettlement in 
the:new plantations, where, after the fecond year’s labour, by which 
the land is brought into pafture, there is a neceffity for beginning 
the work of a dairy, an employment which: always falls to their 
lot, and. is an object of their ambition as well as intereft. 


. 


RELIGION, CHARACTER, GENIUS, &ec. 


The principal denominations of Chriftians in this State are Con- 

° . bd . . . . . 
gregationalifts, Baptifis, Prefbyterians, Epifcopalians, and Quakers; of 
thefe the Congregationalifts are the moft numerous, as they are in 
moft of the New-England States; there is, likewife, a fmall fociety 


of Sandemonians and another of Univerfalifts in Portfmouth, but of . 


no great extent. 


In the character of the people of this State, like the inhabitants 


of Vermont, ‘there are various fhades; the revolution, which called 
the democratic power into action, has reprefied the ariftocratic fpirit« 
The people enjoy more equal privileges, and, after a long diffenfion, 

a are 
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‘wre better united; Government is a /cience, and requires education 
and information as well as judgment and prudence. -Indeed there 
are fome who have ftruggled through all the difadvantages arifing 
from the want of early education, and, by force of native genius 
and induftry, have acquired thofe qualifications which have enabled 
them to render eminent fervice to the community ; and there are 
others who have been favoured with early education, and have im- 
proved their opportunity to good purpofe ; notwithftanding which, 
the deficiency of perfons qualified for the. various departments in 
government has been much regretted, and by none more than by 
thofe few, who know how public bufinefs ought to be conduded 5 
this deficiency is daily decreafing ; the means of knowledge are ex- 
sending ; prejudices are wearing away, and the political character of 
the people is mauiifeftly improving. 

But however late the inhabitants of New-Hamp/thire may be in 
political improvement, yet they have long poffeffed other valuable 
qualities, which have rendered them an important branch of the 
American union ; firmnefs, patience in fatigue, intrepidity in dan 
per, and alertnefs in action, are to be numbered among their native 
and effential characteriftics. ) 

Men who are concerned in travelling, hunting, cutting timber, 
making roads, and other employments in the foreit, are inured to 
hardfhips. ‘They frequently le out in the woods feveral days or 
weeks together, in all feafons of the year. A hut compofed of poles 
and bark fuffices them for fhelter, and on the open fide of it a large 
fire fecures them from the feverity of the weather. Wrapt in a 
blanket with their feet next the fire, they pafs the longeft and coldeft 
nights, and awake vigorous for labour the fucceeding day. Their 
food, when thus employed, is falted pork or beef, with potatoes and 
bread of Indian coro, and their beft drink is water mixed with gin- 
ger, though many of them are fond of diftilled fpirits, which, how- 
ever; are lefs noxious in fuch a fituation than at home. Thofe 
who begin a new fettlement live, at firft, ina ftyle not lefs fimple ; 
they erect a {quare building of poles notched at the ends to keep them 
fait together; the crevices are platftered with clay, or the ftiffett 
eatth which can be had, mixed with mofs or ftraw; the roof is 
either bark or fplit boards ; the chimney a pile of ffones, within 
which a fire is made on the ground, anda hole is left in the roof 
‘for the fmoke to pafs out; another hole is made in the fide of the 
howe for a window, which is occafionally clofed with a wooden | 


{hutter. 
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fhutter. In winter q conftant fire is kept by night as well as by day, 
and in fummer it is necefflary to have a continual fmoke on account 
of the mufqueto$ and other infects with which the woods abound. 
The fame defenc® is ufed for the cattle; fmokes of leaves and brufh 
are made in the paftures where they feed by day; and in the pens 
where they are folded by night. Ovens are built at a {mall diftance 
from the houfes of the beft ftones which can be found, cemented 
and plaiftered with clay or fliff earth. Many of thefe firft effays in 
houfekeeping are to be met with in the new plantations, which ferve 
to lodge whole families, till their induftry can furnifh them with 
materials for a more regular and comfortable houfe, and till their 
land is fo well cleared, as that a proper fituation for it can be chofen. 
By thefe methods of living the people are familiarifed to hardfhips ; 
their children are early ufed to coarfe food and hard lodging ; and 
to be without fhoes in all feafons of the year is fearcely accounted a 
want. By fuch hard fare, and the labour which accompanies its 
many young men have raifed up families, and in a few years have 
acquired property fufiicient to render themfelves independent free- 
holders; and they feel all the pride and importance, which arifes from 
a confciouf{nefs of having well earned their eftates. 

They have alfo been accuftomed to hear their parents relate the 
- dangers and hardfhips; the fcenes of blood and defelation, through 
which they and their anceftors have paffed; and they have an ambi- 
tion to emulate their hardy virtues. New-Hampfhire may therefore 
be confidered as a nurfery of ftern heroifm, producing men of 
firmnefs and valour, who can traverfe mountains and deferts, en« 
counter hardfhips, and face an enemy without terror. Their martial 
fpirit needs only opportunity to draw it into action ; and when pros 
perly. trained to regular military duty, and commanded by officers 
in whom they can place confidence, they form a militia fully equal to 
the defence of their country. 

They are alfo very dexterous in the ufe of edge tools, and in 
applying mechanical powers to the elevation and removal of heavy 
bodies. In the management of cattle they are excelled by none. 
Moft of their labour is performed by the help of oxen; horfes are 
{eldom employed in the team, but are ufed. chiefly in the faddle, or 
in the winter feafon in flcighs. 

Land being eafily obtained, and labour of every kind being fami« 
liar, there is great encouragement to populations A good hufbands 
man, with the favings of a few years, can purchafe new land enough 


: to. 
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te give his elder fons a Geebleinetit and afiift them in clearing a lot 
and building a hut; after which they foon learn to fupport thems 
felves. The homeftead is generally given to the youngeft fon, who 
provides for his parents when age or infirmity incapacitates them for 
Jabour. An unmarried man of thirty years years old is rarely to be 
found in the country towns. The women are grandmothers at 
forty, and it is not uncommon for a mother and daughter to have 
each a child at the breaft at the fame time; nor fora father, fon, 
and grandion, to be at work together in the fame field. Thus po- 
pulation and cultivation proceed together, and a vigorous race of 
inhabitants grows up, on a foil which labour vies with nature to rens 
der productive. 

Thole perfons who attend chiefly to hufbandry are the moft 
thriving and fubftantial; thofe who make the getting of lumber 
their principal bufinefs generally work hard for little profit ; this kind 
of employment interferes too much with hufbandry. The beft fea- 
fon for fawing logs is the fpring, when the rivers are high; this is 
alfo the time for ploughing and planting. He who works in the faw- 
mill at that time muft buy his bread and clothing, and the hay for 
is cattle, with his lumber; and he generally anticipates the profit — 
of his labor. Long credit is a difadvantage to him; and the too free 
indulgence of {pirituous liquors, to which this clafs of people are 
much addicted, hurts their health, their morals, and their interett. 
‘They are always in debt, and frequently at law. Their families 
are ill provided with neceffaries, and their children are without edu- 
cation or morals. When a man makes hufbandry his principal em- 
ployment, and attends to lumber only at feafons of leifure, and can 
afford to keep it for a market, and be his own factor, then it be- 
comes profitable. The profits of the other generally go into the 
hands of the trader; who fupplies him with neceffaries at an advanced — 
price, and keeps him in a ftate of dependance. 

Where hufbandry is the employment of the men, domeftic manu- 
factures are carried on by the women; they fpin and weave their 
ewn flax and wool, and their families are clad in cloth of their 
own making. The people of Londonderry, and the towns which 
are made up of emigrants from it, attend largely to the manufacture 
of linen cloth and thread, and make great quantities for fale. Thefe 
people are induftrious, frugal, and hofpitable ; the men are fanguine 
and robuft; the women are of lively difpofitions, and the native 
white and red complexion of Ireland is not loft in New-Hampfhire. 

“* The 
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® The town is much indebted to them for its wealth and confeg 
quence.” ae 

The np of New-Hampfhire, in general, are induftrious, and 
allow themfelves very little time for diverfion : : one who indulges 
himfelf in idlenefs and play, is ftigmatifed according to his demerit, 
At military mufters, at judicial courts, at the rajfing of houfes, at 
the launching of fhips, and at the ordination of minifters, which 
are feafons of public concourfe, the young people amufe themfelves 
with dancing. In fome towns they have a practice at Chriftmas of 
fhooting geefe for wagers; and on many other occafions the diver- 
fion of firing at marks is very common, and has an excellent effe& 
in forming young men to a dexterous ufe of arms, The time of ga- 
thering ‘the Indian corn is always a feafon of feftivity ; the ears are 
gathered and brought home by day, and in the evening a company 
of neighbours join in hufking them, and conclude their labour with 
a fupper and a dance. In the capital towns they have regular af- 
femblies for dancing; and fometimes theatrical entertainments have 
been given by the young gentlemen and ladies. In Portfmouth 
there is as much elegance and politenefs of manners as in any of the 
capital towns of New-England. It is often vifited by ftrangers, who 
always meet with a friendly and hofpitable reception. 

The free indulgence of fpirituous liquors has been, and is now, 
one of the greateft faults of many of the people of New-Hampthire, 
efpecially in the neighbourhood of the river Pafcataqua, and its 
branches, and wherever the bufinefs of getting lumber forms the. 
| principal employment of the people. 7 

In travelling up the country, it affords pleafure to obferve the 
various articles of produce and manufacture, coming to market ; 
but in travelling down the country, it is equally difguftful to meet 
the fame teams ‘returning, loaded with cafks of 1 rum, along with 
fith, falt and other neceflary articles. 

Among hufbandmen cyder is their principal drink; malt liquor is 


not fo common as its wholefomenefs deferves, and as the facility 


with which barley and hops may be raifed feems to require. In 
fome of the new towns a liquor is made of fpruce twigs boiled in 

maple fap. But after all, there are no perfons more robuft and 
healthy, than thofe seine only or principal drink is the fimple éle+ 


* MS. letver of the Rev. William Sa of” Londonderry. 
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<ment with which Nature has univerfally and bountifully Mapled 
this happy land. 


Pm 


TRADE AND MANUFACTURES. 


For feveral years fucceeding the late war the partial impofts and 
impolitic reftrictions of their own government, prevented foreign 
veffels from loading in their port,-and a want of capital or of enter- 
prife in the merchants of Pafcataqua has hitherto kept them from 
exploring the new fources of commerce, which are opened to Ame- 
rica by her independence, and which the merchants of other Ames 
‘Fican ports are feeking with avidity. Since the operation of the 
general government, an equal fyftem of impoft has been introduced, 
and trade is regulated fo.as to ferve the general intereft of the Union, 
The officers of the cuftoms are appointed by the Executive of the 
United States; and the revenue ariling from trade and navigation is 
applied to national purpofes. | 
That fuch an alteration was wife and falutary, may be evident ° 
from confidering the fituation of New-Hampfhire, as well as of 
fome other States in the Union. 
New-Hampthire is feated in the bofom of Maffachufetts, with a 
natrow ftrip of fea. coaft, and one only port. Her inland country 
extends fo widely as to cover a great part of the neighbouring States, 
and render a commercial connexion with them abfolutely neceflary. 
All the towns which are fituate on the fouthern; and many of thofe 
on the weftern borders of New-Hamphhire, find it’ more convenient 
to carry their produce. to market, either at Newbury-port, Salem, 
Bofton or Hartford. The towns on Saco and the northern parts of 
Conneéticut river will neceffarily communicate with the ports, in | 
, the eaftern divifion of Maflachufetts, The lumber which is.cut on 
the upper part of the Merrimack is rafted down that river, and is — 
exported from Newbury-port, whilft that which is cut on Connecti- 
cut river is carried down to Hartford. The greater part of New- 
Hampfliire is by nature cut off from any commercial iatercourfe | 
with the only port in the State. Lumber being a bulky article, 
muft be tranfported to the moft convenient landing. Waggons, or 
fleighs, carrying pot or pearl afhes, pork, beef, butter, cheefe, flax, 
and other tefs bulky commodities, and droves of cattle, fheep and 
“fwine, will always be conveyed to thofe places where the vender can 
_ find the moft advantageous market. 
Vou. IL on | For 
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For thefe reafons it never was in the power of the government of 
New-Hampbhire, either before or fince the revolution, to reap the 
proper advantage, or even a{certain the value of its own productions. 

To attempt a particular detail of the number and value of ar- 
ticles of commerce produced in New-Hampfhire, and exported'from 
the various ports of Maffachufetts and Conneéticut, is imprattica- 
ble. To confine the detail to the port of Pafcataqua alone, gives 
but an imperfect idea of the produce of the whole State; befides, 
a part of what is exported thence is produced in the adjoining 
county of York, which belongs to Maffachufetts. Such accounts, 
however, as have been obtained from the cuftom- houfe, and from 
the merchants of Portfmouth, are here exhibited, and alfo the cur- 
rent prices of the moft material articles, as they ftood at the time, 


together with tables of the value of gold and filver, according ta 
the currency of this State, 


EXPORTS 
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EXPORTS FROM THE PORT OF PASCATAQUA, 
from Oéfober 1,1789, to October 1, 1791- 


ARTICLES EXPORTED to Europe.| W.Ind. |N.Sco.| Africa. } Total. 
1000 feet of pine boards . | 6247 | 11,622 | 96 6g | 18,034 
Do. feet of oak plank 378 26 404. 
Ditto ftaves and sa ak 2317} 1608 | 44 2969 
Do. clapboards ‘ 2 19 21 
Do. fhingles . ; : 2689 2689 | 
Do. hoops ‘ rat a eae 863 
Feet of oar rafters * 147,000 950 | 473950 

\'Tons of pine timber ° 884 86 1743 
Do. oak timber ‘ 2G1 20 271 
Frames of houfes : 12 12 
Pine matts ; Al 4 45 
Spruce {pars . ‘ 13 72 85 
Shook hogtheads : 2079 2079 
Waggons . : 2 2 
Pairs of cart wheels ‘ 14 14 
Sets of yokes and bows . 28 28 |. 
Boats ‘ : ° 30 | 7 30° 
{Eand{pikes ‘ 80 8o 
Quintals of dry fith . 250 | 26,207 26,457 
Barrels of pickled fifh . 501 501 
Do. whale oil ‘ ‘ 120 ) 1200 
Do. tar ‘ "TT 16is: 60 1673 
Catks of flax feed ‘ 1798 1798 
Barrels of beef : : 2475. \- 2 2777 
Do.-pork -*. ° ee pee 10 
|Do. rice ae 2 2 
iButhels of fans orn -vs gor |. 2000 | 2391 
Oxen andcows . ‘ 477 | 33 610 
iHorfes | 207 «2 209 
Sheep 3 261 | 229 499 
Gallons of N. Engst rum . 150} 1449 | 1599 
Do. Madeira wine : 845 845 
{Thoufands of bricks . 129 129 
Tons of pot afh . : 884 | 885 
Do. pearl aih ee 30% | 302 

2 


{Boxes of candles . ; 28 


pees 


Total value of exportation 
for two years 


} 296,839 dollars §1 cents 
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IMPORTS INTO THE PORT OF PASCATAQUA, 
Oédtober 1, 1789, to Ofober 1, 1791. 


ARTICLES IMPORTED | sree W. Indies. |Nova Scotia.]| Total. 

Gallons of rum 7 ; 138,911 | 

Do. gin A a : 224 

Do. molaffes : é 290,785 

Do. wine from Madeira 

Do. ‘porter é 457 

lbs. of unrefined fagar “pied 646,648 | 

Do. loaf fugar : 77 
Do. coffee |. . ae 68,5633 

Do. cotton »).73 = 174504 
Do. cocoa. . : ° 274944 

Do. cheele -. ‘ d 1056 

Do. tea ‘ : ; 2696 86 

Do. twine . : : @204 

Do, nailé sw « | 16,890 

Hundreds of tag 119,107 

Do.whemp =~. « 194,000 | - 

Buthels of falt ; é | (part) | (part) 

Do. feacoal : 3131 

Ibs. of fteel unwtought . 50,027 

Do. bar and fheet lead. | 4336 i 7 
Grind{tones Ne ° ‘(a few not 


afcertaincd ) 


N. B. ** What comes coaft ways from any of the United States 
cannot be afcertained, as no regular entries are made where only the 
produce of the United States is on board, except accompanied with 


more than two hundred dollars value of foreign articles. The value. 


ef imported articles is generally governed by the Bofton market.” 


. 
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ENTRIES AND CLEARANCES, from Oéoder 1, 1789, to 
October 1, 1791+ ; 


2 
oe 4 e| 
ENTRIES FROM Ber Sh Pe ft Ze tss | fy 
al Slo] ate | Ee ee he eae 
PSS eys seh ere 1 ee 
wlalalale la" |e} a] As 
France ‘ aes Ail 6732 732 
French Wett- Indies 12/42/13} §| 72|| 94021264 9666 
St. Peter’s and Aa Se | sil 192) 34) 226 
England . «2 {12115 27|| 4119 570} 4689 
Scotland . ‘ . 4 4) 464 4.64 
Ireland ; <n At fi 859 859 
Britifh Wetft- Indies ; Gig) 5) a. aio 2006] 2006 |. 
Nova Scotia SA at 114 ae $56| 856] 
Portugal. ° ri} 6203 293 
Portuguefe lide ee Er a a ee ol aad 241} 
Holland & Plantations . ~ 15] Q} If 26]] 2996) 2996 
Denmark & Iilands was Bas ie | Bs S ae 
Africa P 
| Coafting & Cod Fihery 40)10} 50) 1 166} 1166 
Total a4 Bo 34|19}222/20719|/298134 31124448 | 
eco ae so oa ee. bee 
CLEARANCES TO || 2 | § eg | ar | Be ae 
& 8 S Lean] fe 5 ee a Sy vA Be 
aia {a lala || a" [e/a la pes. 
France : | | 
‘\Brench Welt-Indieg ry] 70} 39/10, 136) 16616 264 16880} 
St. Peter’s & ye 1 Olt Git. 429) 94 462) 
England TO 2h 3 42}; 6725 AAT 7166} 
{Scotiand ‘ : 4 4\| 616 616} 
Treland | ee 3 | all. 666 eae 
[Britith Weft-Indies ot al, Ah 116 “BTA: Sere 
\Nova Scotia . 12 12/| 502 502 
{Portugal ; 2 i - ‘ 
|Portuguefe THlands . I i 162} 162 
-|Holland & Plantations 2 2) 233 ! 233 
4Denmark & Hane : 
1 Africa : I By EtoF 110} 
jCoafting & Cod Fithery | 40,10] 50)' 1166} 14466 
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PRICES CURRENT AT PASCATAQUA, A.D. 179%. 


SPRUCE and PINE YARDS, hewn] PINE BOWSPRITS, 


PINE MASTS, hewn. 


in 8 fquare. hewn in 8 {quare. 

Inches. Price. Inches. Price; Inches. Pies 
36 £147 (24 £34 38 £64 
35 117 23 27 37 56 
34 96 22 23 36 48 
a3 75 OS ee es 55 44 
32" 60 ane 20 16 34 42 
31 a amen Be 12 33 32 
30 38 18 g-10 32 31 
2Q 30 17 8 St 27 
28 25 | 16 6 Zo 21 
27 20 (15 10 | 29 16 
26 17 | 14 I- 8. 28 9 
26 14 @, | 13 1- 6 27 ” 
24 12 mes 2 I= 4. 26 6 
23 10 eu | te I- 2 25 
22 9 10 cine Te and all below 

pie 8 Lg -18 at 3f per inch. 
20 6 . 

and_all below 20 at 

Of per inch. 


LUMBER, 
t 


"TIMBER. | N.B. The price of thefe articles 
Oak from 15 to so feet in Jength | _ is frequently varying. 
and from io to 20 inches | Oak plank, per ton oa A 


e cubic feet 
{quare, each 40 SUNDRY LUMBER. 


white ; 20f to 24f | 
Oak red. . 12f | Clapboards, per thoufand 48f 

black 16/ to 18/'| Shingles, ditto : 10f 
Maple : . 20/| Hoops, ditto 3 L-4 

{Beech oe : 16/ | White oak pipe ftaves, per 

Black birch . 16/toi8/| —thoufand ; £.30 
White pine |. 12/ to 13f| Ditto hogthead, ditto Le 4 
Oak fhip timber oa Grail if per | Ditto barrel, ditto £.2 
. at end of the arm inches | Red oak hogthead, ditto ff. 2 


Afh timber, per cord Hh -2as 


Lath wood, per cord «  24/f| Anchor-ftocks per inch at 


diametér of the nut if 

Boake es sci) Handfpikes in the rough . af 
Each fuperficial fquare foot, one Shook hhd white oak of 
inch in thicknefs, is called a | °70° * 1 red ditto af 


foot ,| Spruce fpars, per inch a 
Pine, per 1000 feet —36/'to 42f | Oar rafters, per 1000 feet £. 4 


Hemlock generally 2f lefs 
3 SUNDRY 


Ditto barrel, ditto £L.t 10f 
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PRICES CURRENT CONTINUED, 


SuNDRY ARTICLES. 


Fith. per { Merch: — 187| Cows : £2 Of 
Tae Jamaica 13 to 14/| Horfes : ‘A 1.3.0 
Baintal Scale 10/| Sh 6 : 
of | BAEeP . f to of 
\Pork, per barrel ' £.3 12/| Bricks, per thoufand 20f% 
Beaty ditto. '. »>.; f.m ef | Cyder, per Uatrel : ) 
Corn, per bufhel . \ 4f4 Seatmen’s wages, per month 2 
Rye, ditto ° fo 7 dollars: 
\Barley, ditto : 4r| Chartering of veflels per ton, 
Flax feed, ditto afto4f| per month 1 dollar 
Oxen, each ; LA TOF} | 


{Tasre of the Vatue of Srtrver in the Currency of New-Hamp- 
| fhire, from 1700 to 17¢0. 


$ 


Silver per oz. : Silver per oz. | Silver per oz. Silver per oz. 
years. value. years. value. | years. value. years. value. 
Siidhi Sod. 29 0 Sad. 
1700 100 ; 28 | 16 6 17394 3 6 $310 
£704. 778 7 i7-° 29 0 §5 0 
1705 100 1729 19 0 28 6 17474 §8 © 
1710 80 19 6 Figs) 29:2 60 0 
bytes Ok . go 728 149% 98 © 58 0 
712 . @ 0% 73°) a: © 29 0 (58 0 
1713 8 & J aie op 3 14 2a 56 © 
rig 3; 9) © 73% 19 O 747) 08 0 a s! 
I71¢ (ope 19 6 23 0 e) 
mac ie fo) #732 | 39 6 fvig lh PO 17484 = ° 
1717 100 [2 fe) BREN ceo) 56 0 
R718 54119 MP eS ae 29 0 58 o 
IVIg . 12.0 aie 0. 30 0 L 26 © 
$780 F274 270 1743 | 3° fe) 560 
12 § 24 0 32 0 .j $3.0 
eg ! 13 6 i Oo 1744 fe 1142 a Q 
14,0 *734) 26 0 34.0 58 0 
1722 | 14 6 27 0 (6ie ® f 51-6 
1723414 6 Tries. a7 6 17459 98 0 | 1750} 500 
15 6 ee ee 49-0 so 
i6 o i3 | 26 6 £95 iQ Pies 
7241 16 6 Gers | 38 0 
ea 16 o 7737 My ; 162 4° 
EATERS 3 g | 27 6 14 | 45 © 
i. 2920 316-0 *73 138 Or? 1 480 
wes t6)o" Leo fe) | | 


fa, 
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VALUE OF DOLLARS, from 1750 to 1776. 


years. value. | years. value. years. value. 
Sete | ons hil ae faa 
| Ae aaa ae wn fas o-|— 120 0 
igs LGA GO 707 to 1761 to 
Tyg Be OE Ta 110 O 1762<¢ 130 0 
We dne DO! VE TEO: 1 Reo CONT 7O4 & 
rs RU) ono) T75O j T20eo0! T40 O 
{ 800 1700 | 120°0 1764° 120.0 
17$64 * 90 0 | : cn 
| 100 0 to 6.0 


| 
“wr 
ba i 

ON 
Sas 


SCALE OF DEPRECIATION OF ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS 
cere, be during the War. 


years. mon, equal to, 


years. pei. , equal fo, | years. © mon. equal to, 
eS 460 ¢ Jan. 742 Jan. 7500 
Bebe}. ,“ro4 Feb. 868 Feb. 7500 
~~) March }.-To6 ~ + March 1000 |, g,J March § 7500 
+ April rie” April “1504 7 April <yfoo i 
| - | May 114 May. C227 &., May 7500 
Bake P1290 -} June* ©1342 Fune "2J00G) 
ra | Augut 150 | Auguft 1630, 
lt Sept. TAG .e} Sept.© 1800.16. Rae 
Oe. 276 O&.* 2030 | VALUE to the pre- 
| Nov. 300 Nov. 2308 -| , seins. 
ae rq es ite gol. value. 
LDec- ne) {LDec. 2393 a Bi ey 3 
6 ee me flan. o i8934-.g0) poRat -< Of 
Feb.. 350 , | Feb. 09 1794 
tMarch—".375 oy Marca. 13726 
April 4007 | April 4000 Sei 3 
Nay 400 }/ .9| May « 4800). ty American national. 


17784. June 400 1780¢ que “E760 


currency, one dol- 


July 426 July 6000 tee ae 
I Asatt 450 | Aug. 6300 j.! oot ela toe a 
Sept, ep 2 sept. 6500 
Oxct. 500 Ott. * 6720 
“t Nov.. 645 Nov." 7000-1 ; 
| Dec. 634 L Dec. 7300 | ak 
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“Pap: LE of Fe Weight and Value of Gorn and S1nvER as eftablifhed: 
by Law in 1782, 


Value. 


Lae Be Ls. 


| acai a8 Gold, per ounce !5 6 § 


Weight. 
COINS, dwt. gr. 


Enelith or 
French 
Spanifh Dollar .. 


Crown 
6 o |Silver, per ounce fo 6 8 


fo) 
Bnouaih Guinea. -.|-.°5.. 6) 4. B..0 
BrceCIN lO . ee Olt ad 3 far- 
Johannes  . . .); 18 o| 4 16 0 |Cop-J things 
Pali dittass: v4 ; Oo; 2 8 0 jper. ) of Eng- wast 
| Moidore he en TSi T1690 

A oO 

ae) 


9 

6 lifh coin 
Houbloon . . « «| FO 22 | 
Piftole SS Ba 


Statement of the Fisnery at Pafcataqua and its neighbourhood. 


_ Schooners 27 
Boats -20 | employed in the Cod and 
‘Tonnage 630 scale Fifhery annually. * 
Seamen Zoos? 


Product of the Fisuzry in the year 1791.4 


_Merchantable fifh 5,470 
Quintals made { Jamaica ditto : 14,217 
Scale ditto ‘ 6,463 


aS 


Total 25,80. 


BAiniate of SEAMEN belonging to New-Hampfhire in 1 79148 


In foreign trade : 500 
Coafting ditto - . 50 
Fifhery . : 250 


{ 
a 


* The fchooners, boats, and feamen, ane to the Ifles of Shoals: are not in 


“cluded i in the above eftimation., - 
+ The fith made at the Ifles of Shoals are included in this ftatement. - The fuccefs 


of the fifhery in this feafon has been uncommonly good. 
§ Some of the feamen who in fummer are employed in the fither ¥» are in the winter 


‘employed i in the coafting bufinefs, or in foreign. voyages, 


Wouvll, Oy The 


| 
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The ftaple commodities of New-Hampfhire may be reduced te 
the following articles, vize fhips, lumber, provifions, fifh, horfes, pot 
and pearl afhes, and flax-feed. | 

Ships are built in all the towns contiguous to the river Pafcataquay 
and its branches. They are generally fet up on the banks of the 
river, but fometimes veffels of an hundred tons and npwards have 


been built at the diftance of one or two miles from the water, and 


drawn on ftrong fledges of timber onthe fnow by teams of two 
hundred oxen, and placed on the ice of the rivers fo as to float in the 
fpring. ‘They have alfo been built at the diftance of feven or eight 
miles, then taken tq pieces and conveyed in common team loads te 
the fea. Fifhing fchooners and whale boats are often built at the 
diftance of two or three miles from the water. 

There are no workmen more capable of conftructing good fhips 
than the carpenters of New-Hampthire. But the goodnefs of a fhip 
ever did and will depend on the quality of the materials, the nature 


and promptitude of the pay, and the conftant attention of the perfon 


whofe intereft it is that the fhip fhould be good. 

The number of fhips built in the river in 1790, was eight; in 
1791, twenty. The price of building i is generally from eee to 
twelve dollars per ton for the carpenter's work, and lefs than one 
third more for iron and other work. 

The number of fhips and other veffels belonging to the port of 
Pafcataqua in 1791 was eighty-three, of thefe there were of above 
one hundred tons, thirty-three, and under one hundred tons, fifty. 

The v white pine of the foreft is the ftrongeft and moft durable time 
bet which America affords for mafts. It i is often advanced by Euro- 
peans, that the pines of Norway exceed thofe of America in ftrength. 
This i is acknowledged to be true whilft the Norway Ww ood retains its 
natural juices ; but thefe being foon exhauited by the heat and dry- 
nefs of the air, leave the wood lefs firm, and a decay commences 
much fooner than in the white pine of America. ‘The Norway pine 


begins to decay in five or fix years; but the American, with proper 


care to defend the maft-head from moifture, will laft unimpaired for 
twenty years. 


When proper perfons are employed, and fufficient time is given to ~ 
provide fuitable materials, the forefts of America can fupply any de- 


mands which may be made of timber, either for building, for naval 
ftores or cabinet work. But a cargo prepared in an ean 
haity,. or fraudulent manner, may give a bad name to the Ameri- 

can 


a ee ee Oe 
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@an timber in foreign ae Es Oi and prejudice whole nations again 
it. : 

- Contraéts for timber fhould alway: be made fo as to give time to 
look for the requifite flicks, and cut them in the proper feafon of-the 
year. If the trees were girdled and Jeft to die ftanding, the timber 
would be much fuperior to any which is cut whilft alive. Trees cut 
in the fap fhould be ftripped of their bark as foon as poffible, or they 
will be damaged by the worm; but after all the care and attention 
which can be beftowed on them, many trees which are intended for 
mafts, on the ftri€t examination which they muft pafs, prove unfit 
for fervice, and fometimes the labour of a whole feafon is loft. 

It is therefore accounted more profitable to get the fmaller fpecies 
ef lumber, and efpecially thofe which do not interfere with hufban- 
dry, which, after all, is much preferable to the lumber bufinefs, both 
in point of gain, contentment, and morals. 

Nothing is more convincing than faét and experiment. During 
the late war the trade in lumber was fufpended, and the people were 
obliged to attend to hufbandry ; they were then able to export large 
quantities of corn, though for feveral years before the war, it was 
imported for neceffary confumption. 

The following ftatement, obtained from the naval-office, will place 
this matter in its juft view. 


Corn imported into the Corn exported from the 
tiver Pafcataqua. river Pafcataqua. 
Bufbels. Bufbels. 
In 1765 ——- 64098 In 1776 ———- 2610 


| ee 5709 A 4907 a 17g Le 
— 1770 == 16587 — 1778 —— 5306 
—— 1978 4096 —— 1979 ——= 3097 

| a — 1780 —— 6711 

— _4)31298 onli eames oe 

Average Brak ; 

| p- anne | 79392 6)25126 

} 


Average per ann. 41872 


To the above account of exports, the following note is added by a 
naval officer: * It is likely near half as much has been {muggled* 


t The {mugged corn during the war went chiefly to Nova-Scotia, the country 
which, by Lord Sheffield’s calculation, was to fupply the Weft Indies with provifions! 


Q.2 out 
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out of the State and not accounted for.’ It muft alfo be remertts 
bered, that great quantities were carried out by land into the eaftern 
countries of Maflachufetts. If thefe be added to the lift of exports, 
the average will come very little fhort of the average of corn im- 
ported before the war ; and thus it is demonftrable that even thofe 
towns adjoining the river, in which lumbering was formerly the 
chief employment, and into which much corn was imported, are fully 
eapable of raifing, not only a fufficiency of provifions for their own 
fupport, but, a furplus for exportation equal to what they formerly 
imported, and paid for in the hard, dangerous, and unprofitable la- 
bour which always attends the getting of lumber. 

At the clofe of the war the high price of lumber induced many 
people to refume their old employments; but there has been fo 
much fluctuation in the demand for that-article of late, that no de- 
pendence can be placed on it, and for this reafon as well as others, 
hufbandry is daily growing more into ufe. A careful infpection of 
provifions falted for exportation would tend to eftablifh the character 
of them in foreign poris, and greatly encourage the labours of the 
hufbandman. 

The cod fithery is carricd on either by boats or fchooners. The 
boats, in the winter feafon, go out in the morning and return at 
night; in the ipring and fummer, they donot return till they are 
filled. ‘The fchooners make three trips tothe Banks in a feafon. The 
firft, or {pring fare, produces large thick fith, which, after being 
properly falted and dried, is kept alternately above and under ground, 
till it becomes fo mellow as to be denominated dumb fifth, This 
hih, when boiled, is red, and is eaten, generally on Saturdays, at aS 
beft tables in New-England. 

The fith of the fummer and fall fares is divided into two- forts, 
the one called merchantable, and the other Jamaica fifh. Thefe forts 
are white, thin, and lefs firm. The Jamaica-fifh is the {malleft, 
thinneit, and moft broken. The former is exported to Europe, the 
latter to the Weft India Iflands. 

The places where the cod fifliery is chiefly attended to are the ifles 
of Shoals, Newcaftle, Rye and Hampton ; but all the towns adjoin- 
ing the river are more or lefs concerned in it. The boats employed 
in this fifhery are of that light and fwift kind called whale-boats ; 
they are rowed either with two or four oars, and fteered with another, 
and being equally fharp at each end, move with the utmoft celerity 
on the furface of the ocean. 

‘ Schooners 
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Sahaddeis are generally from twenty to fifty tons, and carry fix or 
feven men, and one or two boys. When they make a tolerable fare, 
they bring home five or fix hundred quintals of fith, {plit, falted, and 
ftowed in bulk. At their arrival’ the fith is rinfed in. falt water, 
and f{pread on hurdles compofed of brufh, and raifed on flakes about 
three or four feet from the ground; thefe are called flakes. Here 
the fith is dried in clear weather, and in foul weather it is put under 
cover. It ought never to be wet from the time that it is firft fpread 
till it is boiled for the table. 

Befides the flefhy parts of the cod, its liver is preferved in cafks 
and boiled down to oil, which is ufed by curriers of leather. The 
tongues and founds are pickled in fmall kegs, and make a luxurious, | 
vitcid food. The heads are fat and juicy ; but moft of thofe which 
are caught at fea are thrown away; of thofe which are caught near 
home, the greater part become the food of {wine. 

The fifhery has not of late years been profecuted with the fame 
_dpirit as formerly: fifty or fixty years ago the fhores of the rivers, 
creeks, and iflands were covered with fifh-flakes; and feven or eight 
fhips were loaded annually for Spain and Portugal, befides what was 
carried to the Weft Indies; afterwards they found it more convenient 
to make the fifh at Canfeau, which is nearer to the Banks; it was 
continued there to great advantage till 1744, when it was broken up 
by the French war. After the peace it revived, but not in fo great 
a degree as before. Fifh was frequently cured in the fummer on 
the eaftern fhores and iflands, and in the fpring and fall at home. 
Previoufly to the late revolution, the greater part of remittances to 
Europe was made by the fitheries ; but it has not yet recovered from 
the fhock which it received by the war with Britain. 

It is, however, in the power of the Americans to make more ad- 
vantage of the cod fifhery than any of the European nations: they 
can fit out veffels at lefs expence, and by reafon of the wefterly winds, 
which prevail on their coafts in February and March, they can go 
“to the Banks earlier in the feafon than the Europeans, and take the 
beft fifth; they can dry it in a clearer air than the foggy thores of 
Newfoundland and Nova-Scotia; they can fupply every neceflary 
from among themfelves, veffels, fpars, fails, cordage, anchors, lines, 
hooks, and provifions; falt can be imported from abroad cheaper than 
they can make it at home, if it be not too much loaded with duties; 
men can always be had to go on fhares, which is by far the mott 
profitable method both to the employers and the fifhermen. The 

| fifhing 
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fifhing banks are an inexhauttible fource of wealth ; and. the fithing 
sufinefs is a moft excellent nurfery for feamen; it therefore deferves 
every encouragement and indulgence from an enlightened national 
Jegiflature. 

The manufacture of pot and péar! afhes affords a valuable article 
of exportation. in the new townfhips, where vatt quantities of 
wood are burnt on the land, the afhes are collected and boiled; and 
the falts are conveyed to certain places, where works are etected, and 
the manufacture is perfected: This, like many other of their articles 
of exportation, has fiiffered much in its reputation, from an injudi- 
cious ot fraudulent furvey. It is a leffon which ought to be deeply 
‘engraveti.on the minds of legiflators as well as manufacturers and 
merchants, that honefty at home is the only foundation for credit 
abroad. } 

An attempt has been made to manufacture fail-cloth; and the 
proprietor of the works, Thomas Odiorne, Efg. of Exeter, has res 
ceived fome fmall encouragement from the legiflature of the State. 
Such a bounty as is allowed in Maflachufetts would give a {pring to 
this bufinefs, and encourage the erection of other works of the fame 
kind, | | 
The manufacture of iron, both in forges and furnaces, might be 
rendered vaftly more profitable than it is at prefent, This necef- 
fary metal, inftead of being imported, might become an article of ex- 
portation. 

Flax feed is produced in large quantities; fome of it is manufac- 
ttired into oil, and fome is exported, 

The manufacture of leather and fhoes is not fo extenfive as to 
produce articles of exportation, but may be confidered. among the 
domeftic manufactures. 

In moft of the country towns confiderable quantities of tow-cloth 
are made, fome of which is exported to the fouthern States to clothe 
the negroes who labour on the plantations. 

, The manufacture of bricks and potter's ware may be extended to 
any degree, feveral {pecies of clay being found in great abundance 
in the towns at the heads of the feveral brariches of the river Paf- 
cataqua, in places which lie very convenient for water carriage. 
Bricks might be carried as ballaft in every veffel which goes to the 
ports where they are faleable. In this article, however, as well as 
many others, a regulation is needed; moft of the bricks which are 


made are deficient in fize, and much of the clay which is ufed ia 
making 
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maaking them is not fufliciently mellowed by the froft of winter, or by 
the labour of the artificer. 


BANK. 


By a& of affembly of January, 1792, a bank, by the name of 
¢ The Bank of New-Hampfhire,” was eftablifhed, to continue fifty 
years, under the management of a prefident and feven direCtors.— 
The capital ftock is fixty thoufand dollars; and the ftockholders 
have liberty to increafe it to two hundred thoufand dollars in {pecie, 
and one hundred thoufand dollars in any. other ftate. This inftitu- 
tion will prove a great aid to the commerce and manufactures of this 
otate. 


EDUCATION AND LITERATURE. _ 


The old laws of New-Hampfhire required every town of ong 
hundred families to keep a grammar fchool; by which was meant 
a {chool in which the learned languages fhould be taught, and youth 
might be prepared for admiffion to a univerfity. The fame pre- 
ceptor was obliged. to teach reading, writing, and arithmetic, unlefs 
the town was of fufficient ability to keep two or more {chools, one of 
which was called a grammar {chool by way of diftinétion. 

Several inftances occur in the public records, as far back as the year 
1722, jut at the beginning of an Indian war, that the frontier towns 
petitioned the affembly for a fpecial act to exempt them from the 
obligation to maintain a grammar fchool during the war. The in- 
dulgence was granted them, but only on this condition, “ that they> 
fhould keep a fchool for reading, writing and arithmetic ;” to which 

all towns of fifty families were obliged. In later times the conduc& 
of the fame towns has been yery different. During the late war with 


Britain, not only thofe, but many other towns, large and opulent 


and far removed from any danger by the enemy, were for a great 
part of the time deftitute of any public ichools, not only without 
appl ying to the legiflature for permiffion, but contrary to the exprefs 
. requirements of law, and notwithftanding courts of juftice were free 
quently holden, and grand jurors folemnly {worn and charged to 


prefent all breaches of law, and the want of fchools in particular. 


This negligence was one among many evidences of a moft unhappy 
proftration of morals during that period; it afforded a melancholy 
proipect | to the friends of feience and of virtue, and excited fome 

generous 
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generous and philanthropic perfons to devife other methods of ene 
cation. 

Among thefe John Phillips, Efg. of Exeter, was the firft to diftine 
guifh himfelf, by founding and endowing a feminary of learning in 
that town; which, in the year 1781, was by an act of affembly in- 
corporated by the name of “ Phillips’s Exeter Academy.” It is 
placed under the infpection of a board of truftees, and is governed by 
a preceptor and an affiftant. In this academy are taught the learned 
languages, the principles of geography, aftronomy, mathematics, 
and logic, befides writing, mufic, compofition, oratory, and virtue. 
The fund belonging to this inftitution is valued at nearly ten thou- 
fand pounds. About one fifth part of this fund, lying in lands, is. 
at prefent unproductive, but the actual income amounts to four hun- 
dred andeighty pounds per annum. 

Since the eftablifhment of this academy-feveral others have been 
erected; one of which is at New-Ipfwich; it was incorporated in 
1789; its fund is about one thoufand pounds; the number of ftu- 
dents is generally between forty and fifty ; the price of tuition is one 
fhilling per week, and of boarding five fhillings. 

‘There is another academy at Atkinfon, founded by Nathaniel Pea- 
body, Efq. and incorporated’ by the general court in the year 1790. 
The preceptor has been chiefly fupported by Mr. Peabody; and he 
has endowed the academy with a donation of one thoufand acres of 
land. 

Similar inftitutions have been begun at Amherft, at Charleftown, 
and at Concord ; which though at prefent in a ftate of infancy, yet 
afford a pleafing profpect of the increafe of literature in various parts 
of the State. 

A law has been lately made, which enforces the maintenance of 
' fchools by a peculiar fanction; the felect men of the feveral towns 
are liable to have the fame fum diftrained out of their eftates,- which 
would be fufficient to fupport a fchool during the whole time in which 
they neglect to make that provifion. This law is fo recent that no 
judgment can as yet be formed of its operation. It fhews, however, ‘ 
that the legiflature are attentive to this moft important branch of? 
their duty, the education of the rifing generation. 

As a farther evidence of the progrefs of {cience, Patel libra- 
ries are eftablifhed in feveral towns in this State; and in the year 
1791 a medical fociety was incorporated by an act of Affembly. The. 

i . prefident 


OF NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 121 
pr efident of the State beinig a gentleman of the faculty, is at the head 
of this fociety. 

By an article in the conttitution bg the State; it is declared to be 
&¢ the duty of legiflators and magiftrates to cherifh the intereft of 
Hterature and the {ciences, and all feminaries and public {chools ; 
to encourage private and public inftitutions, rewards, and immuni- 
ties for the promotion of agriculture; arts, fciences, commerce, 
trades, manufactures, and the natural hiftory of the country; t 
countenance and inculcate the principles of humanity and scrietil 
“benevolence, public and private charity, induftry and economy, 
honefly and punctuality, fincerity, fobriety, and all focial affections 
and generous fentiments amiong the people.” As far as public rulers 
conform to this article, they promote; in the moft effeCtual manner, 
the true intereft and profperity of their country. 

The eftablifhment of Dartmouth College in the weftern border 
of the State; has proved a great benefit to the new fettlements, and 
to the neighbouring State of Vermiont. During the late war, like all 
other feminaties of literature, it lay under difcouragement ; but fince 
the péace it is in a more flourifhing fituation: 

Its landed intereft amounts to about eighty thoufand acres, of 
which twelve hundred lie contiguous, and are capable of the beft 
improvement. Twelve thoufand acres are fituatein Vermont. A 
tract of eight miles fquare beyond the northern line of Stuart-town 
was granted by the Affembly of New*Hampihire in 1789, and in the 
act by which this grant was made, * the prefident and council of 
the State for the time being are incorporated with the truftees of the, 
college, fo far a$ to act with them in regard to the expenditures 
and application of this grant, and of all others which have been or 

may be hereafter made by New-Hampfhire.”” 
' The revenue of the college arifing from the land’, amouits to one 
hundred and forty pounds per anuum. . By contracts alreddy made it 
will amount in four years to four hundred and_ fifty; and in. twelve 
years to fix hundréd and fifty pounds, The income arifing from 
tuition money is aboiit fix hundred pounds per anntim more: 

The firft building erected for the accommodation of the ftudents 
“was a few years fince burned:. A lottery was granted by the 
State for raifing the, fim of feven hundred pounds, which has been : 
Applied to the erection of a new building; much more convenient 
than the former ; it was conftructed of wood, and ftands in an eleva- 
ted fituation, about half a mile eaftward of Conneticut river in the 
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townfhip of Hanover, commanding an extenfive and pleafant prot. 
pect to the weft. It is one hundred and fifty feet long, fifty feet — 
wide, and thirty-fix feet high, and contains thirty-fix chambers for 
{tudentss ‘The number of ftudents who were graduated in the firft 
nineteen years, amounts to two hundred and fifty-two, among whom 
were two Indians. In the year 1790, the number of undergraduates. 
was about one hundred and fifty. 

The ftudents are divided into four claffes. The frefh men ftudy 
the learned languages, the rules of {peaking and writing, and the 
elements of mathematics. 

The fophomores attend to the languages, geography, logic and 
mathematics. | 

The junior fophifters, befide the languages, enter on natural and 
moral philofophy and compofition. 

The fenior clafs compofe in Englifh and Latin; ftudy metaphy- 
fics, the elements of natural and political law. 

The principal books ufed by the ftudents are Lowth’s Englith 
Grammar, Perry’s Dictionary, Pike’s Arithmetic, Guthrie’s Geogra- 
phy, Ward’s Mathematics, Atkinfon’s Epitome, Hammond’s Algebra, 
Martin’s and Enfield’s Natural Philofophy, Fergufon’s Aftronomy, 
Locke’s Effay, Montefquieu’s Spirit of Laws, and Burlemaqui’s Nas 
tural and Political Law. : 

Befides thefe ftudies, lectures are read to the fcholars in theology 
and ecclefiaftical hiftory. 

‘There is an examination of each clafs once in the year, and thofe 
who are not found qualified for their ftanding are put into a lower 
clafs. 

The annual commencement is held on the fourth Wednefday in 
Auguft. There are two vacations, one following commencement 
and continuing fix weeks and two days; the other beginning on the 
fourth Monday in February, and continuing five weeks and five 
days. 

CONSTITUTION. 


The conftitution of the State which was adopted in 1784, is taken, 
almoft verbatim, from that of Maflachufetts. The principal dif - 
ferences, except fich as arife from local circumftances, are the fol« « 
lowing: the ftiles of the conftitutions, and of the fupreme magif- - 
trates in each State, are different. In one it is * Governor of the: 
Commonwealth of Maffachufetts,”? in the other, ‘* Prefident of the + 

State : 
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State of New-Hampfhire.’? In each State, the fupreme magiftrate 
has the title of “* His Excellency.” _ 

The Prefident of New-Hampthire, like the Governor of Mai- 
fachufetts, has not the power of negativing all bills and refolves of 
the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives, and of preventing their 
pailing into laws, unlefs approved of by two-thirds of the members 
prefent. In New-Hampfhire “ the Prefident of State prefides in the 


3 


fenate,” in Maflachufetts the fenate choofe their own Prefident. 

_ There are no other differences worth mentioning, except it be in 
the mode of appointing militia officers, in which New-Hampfhire has 
greatly the advantage of Maffachufetts, . 

To preferve an adherence ta the principles of the conflitution, and 
to make fuch alterations as experience might point out, and render 
neceflary, provifion was made, that at the end of feven years a cons 
- vention fhould be called to revife the form of government, agreeably 
to which, in 1791, a convention was called, who fettled the confti. 


tution on the fame general plan ; for which, —-/ee Maffachu etts. 
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SITUATION, EXTENT, AND BOUNDARIES. 


INAcG eee Ts, which may be sulgpabas as the parent State 
of New-England, is fituated between 41°30’ and 43° north latitude, 
and 1° 30’ and 5° 40° longitude, eaft of Philadelphia: its length is 
about one hundred and twenty-five miles, and its breadth about fifty 3 
it is bounded on the north by the States of Vermont and News 
Hamphhire, on the eaft by the Atlantic ocean, on the fouth by the 
Atlantic, Rhode Ifland, and Conneéticut, and on the weit by New- 
York ; its air and climate the fame as already defcribed in the gené= 
ral account of New-England.* : | . 


FACE OF THE COUNTRY, SEA-COAST, &c. 


This State, like the other States of New-England, is high and 
hilly : Wackhurft mountain, in Prince-Town, is at its top two 
thoufand nine hundred and eighty-nine feet from the level of the fea, 
and the town itfelf one thoufand three hundred and thirty- two feet. 
‘The whole ftate is well watered with numerous rivers and {prings ; 
many of the former are of the utmoft importance to the inhabitants, 
by the ready and eafy carriage they afford for their different ar ticles, 
of produce. 

Houfatonick river rifes from feveral fources in the weftern parts of 
this State, and flows foutherly through Connecticut into Long Ifland 
found. Deerfield river falls into Conneéticut river, from the weft, 
between Deerfield and Greenfield. A moft excellent and beautiful 
tract of meadow lies on its banks. Weltfield river empties into the 
Connecticut at Weift- Springfield. Conneticut river paiies through 
this State, and interfeéts the county of Hamphhire: in its courfe it 
runs over the falls above Deerfield, and between Northampton and 
Springfield. A company, by the name of “¢ The Proprietors of the 
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’ was incorporated by the 


‘Locks and Canals on Connecticut river,’ 
general court id 1792, for the purpofe of renderir~ Conneticut 
river paflable for boats and other things, from Chicapee river northe. 
ward to New-Hampfhire, Miller’s and Chicapee rivers fall into 
Connecticut on the eaft fide; the former at Northfield, the latter at 
Springfield. ; 

In the eaftern part of the State is the Merrimack, whieh we have 
already in part defcribed, Itis navigable for veffels of burden about 
twenty miles from its mouth, where it is obftructed by the firft falls, 
or rapids, called Mitchell’s Eddy, between Bradford and Haverhill, 
_Vaft quantities of fhip timber, ranging timber, plank, deals, clap- 
_ boards, fhingles, ftaves, and other lumber, are brought down in 
rafts, fo conftruéted as to pafs all the falls in the river except thofe 
of Amutkaeg : and Pantucket- Inthe {pring and fummer confidera- 
ble quantities of falmon, fhad, and alewives are caught, which are 
either ufed as bait in the cod fithery, or pickled and fhipped to the 
Weft Indies. There are twelve ferries acrofs this river in the county 
of Effex. The bar acrofs the mouth of this river is a very great 
incumbrance to the navigation, and is efpecially terrible to ftrangers. 
There are fixteen feet water upon it at common tides, In 178% the 
general court granted a firm of money for the erection of two fuffi- 
cient light-houfes, and made the maintenance of them a public 
charge.’ The houies are of wood, and contrived to be removed at 
pleafure, fo as to be always conformed to the fhifting of the bar ; 
and thus the fingle rule of bringing them in a line will be the only 
neceflary dire€tion for veffels approaching the harbour, and by this 
direction they may fail with fafety until they are abreaft of the lights, 
where is a bold fhore and good anchoring ground. ehe bridges over | 
this river will be mentioned under that head. 

Nafhua, Concord, and Shawfheen rivers rife in this State, and run 
a north-eafterly courfe into the Merrimack. Parker’s river takes its 
rife in Rowley, and after a courfe of a few miles, paffes into the 
found which feparates Plum Hland from the main Jand. It is navi. 
gable about two miles from its mouth. Ipfwich and Chebacco 
rivers pafs through the town of Ipf{wich into Ipf{wich bay. Miftick 
river falls into Bofton harbour, eaft of the peninfula of Charleftown: 
dt is navigable three miles to Medford. 

: Charles river is a confiderable ftream, the principal branch of. 

which rifes from a pond bordering on Hopkinton: it paffes through 

Hollifton and el isla and divides Medway from Medfield, 
: Wrentham, 
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Wrentham and Franklin, and thence into Dedham, where, by @ 
curious bend, .it forms a peninfula of nine hundred acres of land Fs 
and what is very fingular, a ftream called Mother Brook, runs out of 
this river, in this town, and falls into Neponfet river, which anfwers 
to a canal uniting the two rivers, and affords a number of excellent 
mill feats. From Dedham the courfe of the river is northerly through, 
Newton, palling over romantic falls—it then bends to the north-eaft 
and eaft, through Watertown and Cambridge, and paffes into Bofton 
hacbour, between Charleftown and Bofton : it is navigable for boats 
to Watertown feven miles. 

Neponfet river originates chiefly from Muddy and Punkapog 
Ponds in Stoughton, and Mafhapog Pond in Sharon, and after pafling 
ever falls fufficient to carry mills, unites with other {mall ftreams, 
and forms a very conftant fupply of water for the many mills fituated 
gn the river below, until it meets the tide in Milton, from whence it 
is navigable for veffels of one hundred and fifty tons burthen to the 
bay, diftant about four miles. NNeponfet river, from Milton to the 
Bay, forms a regular and beautiful ferpentine, interfperfed with hil- 
locks of wood fo regularly placed, that from Milton Hill it affords 
ene of the fineft profpects in the world. Pafling Fore and Back rivers 
in Weymouth, you come to North river, which rifes in Indian-Head 
pond, in Pembroke, and running in a ferpentine courfe between Sci- 
tuate and Marfhfield, pafles to the fea. This river for its fize is 
remarkable for its great depth of water, it being in fome places not 
more than forty or fifty feet wide, and yet veffels of three hundred 
tons are built at Pembroke, eighteen miles, as the river runs, from 
its mouth. This river is navigable for boats to the firft fall, five 
miles from its fource in Indian-Head pond ;. thence to the neareft 
waters which run into Taunton river is only three miles. A canal 
to connect the waters of thefe two rivers, which communicate with © 
Narraganfet and Maffachufetts bays, would be of great utility, as it 
would fave along and dangerous navigation round Cape Cod. 

Taunton river is made up of feveral ftreams which unite in or 
near the town of Bridgwater. Its courfe is from N. E. to S. W. till 
it falls into Narraganfet bay at ‘Tiverton, oppofite the north end of 
R hade Ifland. | It receives a confiderable tributary ftream at Taunton 
from the north-weft. The head waters of Pantucket and Providence 
rivers in Rhode Hland, and of Quinnabaug and Shetucket rivers in 
Connecticut, and feyeral other inferior ftreams, which run in vas 
rious directions and anfwer various purpofes, are in this State, 
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The only capes of note on the coaft of this State, are Cape Ann 
on the north fide of Maffachufetts bay, and Cape Cod on the fouth. 
Cape Cod, fo called from the quantity of cod fifh which are 
found on its coaft, is the fouth-eafterly part of the commonwealth 
of Maffachufetts: in fhape it refembles a man’s arm when bended 
with the hand turned inward towards the body. The Cape com- 
prehends the county of Barnftable, and is between feventy and eighty 
miles in length. 

Province-town is the hook of the Cape, and is generally narrow, 
the wideft place not being more than three miles in extent. The 
harbour, which is one of the beit in the State, opens to the fouthward, 
and has depth of water for any fhips. ‘This place has often been 
-in a ftate of rapid improvement, and as often gone to decay; it is 
now rifing. It contains about ninety families, whofe whole depen- 
dence is upon the fea for their fupport: they employ about twenty 
fail of veffels, great and fmall, in the cod fifhery : they have been re- 
markably fuccefsful of late. Ten of their veffels employed in 1490 
upon the grand Bank, took eleven thoufand quintals of cod fifh. 
They have fcarce loft a veffel or a man in the bufinefs fince the war. 

The houfes ftand upon the inner fide of the hook of the Cape, 
fronting fouth-eaft, and looking into the harbour: they are fimall, 
one ftory high, and fet upon blocks or piles, that the driving fands 
‘may pafs under them, otherwife they would be buried infand. The 
houfes ftand in one range upon the beach ; the flakes on which they 
dry their filh are round them; the veffcls run in upon the hore, 
which is a foft fand, throw re fifh over, where they are wathed 
from the falt, and carried up to the flakes on hand-barrows. 

They raife nothing from their lands, but are wholly enchae 
upon Bofton market and other places for every kind of vegetable pro- 
duction. | 

There are but two horfes and two yoke of oxen kept in the town: 
they have about fifty cows, which feed in the {pring upon beach 
-grafs, which grows here and there upon the fhore; and in fummer 
they feed in the funken ponds and marfly places, that are found be« 
tween the fand hills, Here the cows are feen wading, and even 
{wimming, plunging their heads into the water up to their horns, 
picking a fcanty fubfiftence from the roots and herbs produced 
in the water. They are fed in the winter on {edge cut upon the 
flats. 


Except 


t28 GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

Except 2 border of loefe land; which runs round the whole placé; 
“it is very broken and hilly. Thefe hills are white fand, and their 
produce is whortleberry bufhes, and imall pitch pine fhrubs: The 
pines next the village have been much eut off for firewood, Cute. 
ting away the wood expofes the hills to be torn away by the violence’ 
of the winds, and, in fome inftances, perfons have been obliged to 
remove their houfes to. prevent being covered up. Thefe hills and 
fand heaps are conftantly fhifting ; and when torn away in one 
piace, are piled) up on another: it is not unfrequent for the inhabi« 
tants to have their fifh-flakes covered with banks of fand like fnows 
Immediately-in {tepping from any houfe, the foot finks in fand to 
the depth of the fhoe. The moft foutherly point of this. places 
called Wood-End, is five miles fouth-weft from the village. What 
is called Race-Pointy known to all feamen, is the north-wefterly ex 
tremity of the Cape, and. lies north-weft from the village, diftant 
three miles. _ 

A traveller in paffing from the village over to Race Point, about 
mid-way, travels fome diftance through a pine wood, the trees about 
twenty feet in height, at length he finds the path obftructed with 2 
mound of fand, almoft perpendicular, rifing among the trees to theif 
tops: his horfe with difficulty mounts this precipice, his feet finking 
almoft to the knees in the fand, This volume of fand is gradually 
rolling.into the woods with the winds, and as it covers the trees to the 
tops they die. As foon asa traveller mounts this bank, a curious 
fpectacle prefents to view, a defart of white fand five miles in lengths 
parallel with the fea, and one mile and an half in breadth. The 
tops of the trees appear above the fand, but they are all dead ; where 
they have been lately covered, the bark and twigs are ftill remain- 
ing, from others they are failen off; fome have been fo long whipped 
and worn out with the fands and winds, that there is nothing remain 
ing but the hearts and knots of the trees.. But-over the greater part 
of this defert, the trees have long fince difappeared. 

After crofling this wildernefs, where the:horfe finks to his fetlocks 
at every ftep, you arrive at Race-Point. .Here are a number of huts, 
erected by ihe perfons-who come over from the village to fifh in 
boats: here they keep their fifhing apparatus and lodge. At the 
-diftance of fifteen rods from the -Point the water is thirty fathoms in 
depth, andicod, haddock, and other kinds. of fifh; are taken in-plenty, 
whenever the weather will permit. They take many kirlds of fifh 
‘with feins, fuch as pollock, mackarel, and herrings: the two latter 
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are often taken in that harbour in great abundance. At this 

place are feen, at fome times, hundreds of fharks lying on the 
fhore, which have been caught by the boats when fifhing for cod: 

‘they weigh from three to fix hundred weight: their livers, which 
produce oil, are the only parts of them of which any ufe is made. 
‘They are taken by a large hook baited with a cod fith, and faftened 
to an iron chain with a {wivel, to prevent them from biting or twift- 
ing it off. When the fark has feized the hook, they drag him up 
to the ftern of the boat, and being too large to take on board the 
boats there made ufe of, they row afhore with him, drag him up on 

‘the beach, rip him open, take out his liver, and the carcafs is left 

‘to perifh. Fifhing, either at fea in veffels, or round the fhore in 

‘boats, is the whole employment of all the inhabitants. There is 
no other befides, to which they’ can turn their attention: and the 
boys, as foon as they have ftrength to pull a codfifh, are put on board 
a boat or a veffel. ! 

As this harbour is of fo much confequence, often affording a thelter 
from fterms to veffels, both inward and outward bound, it is of 
importance that there fhould always be a fettlement there. The 
Province formerly afforded them fome encouragement, befides ex 
‘empting them from taxation, That encouragement is now with- 
holden, and a poll-tax has been required, whether with geod policy, 
has been doubted by many: the inhabitants complain of it, as an 
unreafonable burthen. ‘Their employment is a great public benefit, 
and what they acquire is through many perils and the hardeft 
Jabour. | , 

The extent of Cape Cod, on the outer fhore, beginning at Wood 
End, round to Buzzard’s Bay, or to the line between Sandwich and 
Wareham, is about one hundred and thirty miles. ‘The inner fhore 
on Maffachufetts bay is about feventy-five miles. The road that 
is commonly travelled cn to the Cape is on the inner fide, and mea- 

fared by this, the extent of the Cape will be as firft mentioned.— 
Cape Cod, in. general, is a thin, barren foil, by far the moft fo of any 
part of New-England: but the fea air impregmates all vegetables 
with a quality which renders them far more nutritive to cattle than 
the fame quantity far inland; it being an undoubted faGt, that cattle 

‘will do well on the fea coaft in fuch paftures, which, if far up in the 
country, would ftarve them at once.’ Their falt hay, which is almoft 
their only forage, affords a manure which is alfo far fuperior to that 
which is made at a diftance from the fea: this greatly affifls their 
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crops of corh and rye, beyond what the land promifes in itg 
appearance. But after all that has been or that can be done, 
the lands of Cape Cod can never fupport its inhabitants, which 
are nearly feventeen thoufand. A great part of ,the men and 
boys are conftantly. employed at fea. In this bufinefs they fupport 
themfelves and families ; and it is obferved, that the young people 
form family connections earlier in life than in any other part of the 


country; which, perhaps, is one evidence that the means of fub- 


fae 


‘fiftence are. eafily obtainable. Cape Cod is a nurfery for feamen, 
and, in this view, one of the moft important places in this State, or 
in America. Ifthe fupporting of a navy, extending foreign com- 
merce, or bringing forth from the bowels of the ocean the riches it 
contains, are bleflings to any nation, the Americans may confider the 
inhabitants of the Cape as the moft valuable among their countrymen. 
The Cape abounds with clear frefh ponds, generally ftocked with 
fifh: there is little funken land; the wood on the Cape is generally 
pitch pine: there are few or no ftones below Barnftable: the cellars 
are walled with brick, in a circular form, to prevent the loofe fand 
from caving in; the wells are fecured in the fame manner, and they 
are obliged to keep them covered to prevent the fand from blow- 
ing,in and fpoiling the water. Formerly, the inhabitants took many 
whales round the Cape, chiefly in Maflachufetts Bay; but that 
bufinefs is almoft at an end. The manner of taking black fith is 
fomewhat fingular; they are a fifh of the whale kind, of about five 
‘tons weight, and produce oil in the fame manner as a whale. When 
a fhoal of them is difcovered, which fometimes confifts of feveral 
hundreds, the inhabitants put off in boats, get without them, and 
drive them like fo many cattle on to the fhore and flats, where they 
are left by the tide and fall an eafy prey. The fhore of the Cape is 
‘in many places covered with the huge bones ofthefe fith and of 
whales, which remain, unconfumed for many years. Many perfons 
conjecture, that the Cape is gradually wearing away, and that it will 
finally fall a facrifice to the ravages of the winds and the feas, and 
many circumitances favour fuch an opinion. At Province-Town 
Harbour, ftumps of trees are feen, which the fea now covers in com- 
mon tides. When the Englifh firft fettled upon the Cape, there 
was an ifland off Chatham, at three leagues diftance, called Webb’s 
Ifand, containing twenty acres, covered with red cedar or favin: 
the inhabitants of Nantucket ufed to. fetch wood from it. This 
ifland has. been wholly worn away for almofta century. A large 
. | rock 
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rock that was upon the ifland, and which fettled as the earth wafhed 
away, now marks the place; it rifes as much above the bottom of 
the fea, as it ufed to rife above the furface of the ground: the water 
"is fix fathoms deep on this {pot : and in many places on the wis 
the fea is evidently encroaching on the land. ey. 

The Cape is fo expofed to winds in every direction, that fruit trees 
do not thrive: there are few orchards of any confequence below 
- Barnftable : there is not a cyder mill in ‘the country. In many 
places, their foreft trees have more the appearance of a prim hedge 
than of timber. 

The Cape, however, is an healthy fituation, except for thofe confti- 
tutions which are too delicate for the piercing winds that come from 
the fea, and the inhabitants in general live as long as in the other parts 
of the northern States. | . 

The winds, in every direction, come from the fea; and invalids, 
by vifiting the ‘Cape, Hone experience the fame Benene as from 
going to fea.* 

The’ principal bays on the coaft of Maffachufetts nae Ipfwich, 
Bofton, Plymouth, Barnftable, and Buzzard’s bays. Many iflands are 
fcattered along the coaft, and the moft noted of which is Plum 
Ifland, which is about nine miles in length, extending from Merri- 
mack river on the north, to the entrance of Ipfwich river on the 
fouth, and is feparated from the main land by a narrow found, called 
Plum Ifland river, fordable in feveral places at low water. It con- 
fifts principally of fand, blown into curious heaps, and crowned with 
bufhes bearing the beach plum. There is, however, a valuable 
property of falt marfh, and at the fouth end of the ifland are two or 
three good farms: on the north end are the light-houfes before 
mentioned: on the fea fhore of this ifland, and on Salifbury beach, 
the Marine Society, and other gentlemen of Newbury Port, have 
humanely erected feveral fmall houfes, furnifhed with fuel and other 
conveniencies, for the relief of the mariners who may be fhipwrecked 
on this coaft, Beets 

| ISLANDS. 

There are feveral iflands dependent on this State, the principal of 
which is Nantucket Ifland: it lies fouth of-Cape Cod, and contains’ 
twenty-three thoufand acres, including the beach. As the ifland is 
low and fandy, it is calculated only for thofe people who are willing 
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to depend almoft entirely on the watery element for fubfiftence. 
The ifland of itfelf conftitutes one county by the name of Nantucket. 
Tt has but one town, called Sherborne, and fends one reprefentative to 
the General Affembly: Sherborne confifts of about five hundred and 
thirty houfes, that have been framed on the main; they are lathed 
and plaftered within, handfomely painted and boarded without ; each 
has a cellar underneath, built with ftones fetched alfo from the 
main: they are all of a fimilar conftruction and appearance; plain 
and entirely devoid of exterior or interior ornament. Jt ftands ona 
rifing fand-bank, on the weft fide of the harbour, which is very fate 
from all winds, and regularly afcends toward the country, and in 
its vicinage there are feveral {mall fields and gardens, (yearly manured 
with the dung of the cows and the foil of the ftreets) in which there 
are a good many cherry and peach trees planted, as well as in many 
other places; the apple-tree does not thrive well, and therefore 
but few are planted. The ifland contains no mountains, yet is very 
uneven; and the many rifing greunds and eminences, with which it 
is filled, have formed in the feveral vallies a great variety of {wamps, 
where the Indian-grafs and the blue-bent, peculiar to fuch foils, grow 
with tolerable luxuriancy. Some of the fwamps abound with peat, 
which ferves the poor inftead of fire-wood. There are fourteen 
ponds on this ifland, all extremely ufeful, fome lying tranfverfely 
almoft acrofs.it, which greatly help to divide it into partitions for the 
ufe of the cattle; others abound with peculiar fifh and fea fowl.— 
The ftreets are not paved, but this is attended with little inconve- 
nience, as it is never crowded with country carriages; and thofe they 
have in the town are feldom made ufe of but in the time of coming 
in, and before the failing, of their fleets. 

The inhabitants formerly carried on the moft confiderable whale 
fifhery on the coaft, but the war almoft ruined this bufinefs. They 
have fince, however, revived it again, and purfue the whales even 
into the great Pacific Ocean. 

There are near the wharfs a great many ftorehoufes, where the 
ftaple commodity is depofited, as well as the innumerable materials 
which are always wanted to repair and fit out fo many whalemen. 
They have three docks, each three hundred feet long, and extremely 
convenient; at the head, of which there are ten. feet of water.— 
Thefe docks are built, like thofe in Bofton, with logs fetched from the 
continent, filled with ftones, and covered with fand. Between thefe 
docks and the town there is room fufficient for the landing of goods, 
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and for the paffage of their numerous carts; for almoft every man 
here has one: the wharfs, to the north and fouth of the docks, are 
built of the fame materials, and give a ftranger, at his firft landing, 
a high idea of the profperity of thefe people: there is room 
around thefe three docks for three hundred fail of veflels. When 
~ their fleets have been fuccefsful, the buftle and hurry of bufinefs on this 
{pot for fome days after their arrival, would make a ftranger imagine 
that Sherborne was the capital of a very opulent and large province. 
On that point of land, which forms the weft fide of the harbour, 
ftands a very neat light-houfe; the oppofite peninfula, called Coitou, 
‘ fecures it from the moft dangerous winds. There are but few 
arable fields in the. neighbourhood of the town, for nothing 
can be more fterile and fandy than this part of the ifland; the 
inhabitants have, however, with unwearied perfeverance, by bringing 
a-variety of manure, and by cow-penning, enriched feveral fpots, 
where they raife Indian corn, potatoes, pompions, turnips, &c. On 
the higheft part of this fandy eminence four windmills grind the 
grain they raife and import;, and contiguous to them a rope-walk is 
to be feen, where full half of the cordage ufed in their fifhing is 
manufactured. Between the fhores of the harbour, the docks, and 
the town, there is a moft excellent piece of meadow, inclofed and 
manured with fuch coft and pains as ihew how neceflary and pre- 
cious grafs is at Nantucket. Towards the point of Shemah the 
ifland- is more level and the foil better; and there the inhabitants 
have confiderable lots well fenced and richly manured. There are 
but very few farms on this ifland, becaufe there are but very few 
' fpots that will admit of cultivation without the affiftance of dung and 
other manure, which is very expenfive to fetch from the main. 
This ifland was patented in the year 1671 by twenty-feven pro- 
prietors, under the province of New-York, which then claimed aly 
the iflands from the Neway Sink to Cape Cod. ‘They found it fo 
univerfally barren, and fo unfit for cultivation, that ¢hey mutually 
agreed not,to divide it, as each could neither live on, nor improve 
that lot which might fall to his fhare: they then caft their eyes on 
the fea, and finding themfelves obliged to become fifhermen, they 
looked for a harbour, and having found one, they determined to 
build a town in its neighbourhood and to dwell together ; for that 
purpofe they furveyed as much ground as would afford to each, what 
is generally called here, a home-lot. Forty acres were thought 
fuflicient to anfwer' this purpofe; for to what end fhould they 
; covet 
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covet more land than they could improve, or even inclofe? not 
being pofleffed of a fingle tree in the whole extent of their new do- 
minion. : : 

This ifland furnifhes the naturalifts with few or no objects worthy 
obfervation : it appears to be the uneven furmmit of a fandy fubma- 
rine mountain, covered here and there with forrel, gra{s, a few cedar 
bufhes, and fcrubby oaks ;the fwamps are much more valuable 
for the peat they contain than for the trifling pafture of their furface ; 
thofe declining grounds which lead to the fea fhores abound with 


-» beach grafs, a light fodder when cut and cured, but very good when 


fed green. On the eaft fide of the ifland there are feveral tracks 
of falt graffes, which being erally fenced, yield a confiderable 
quantity of that wholefome fodder. Among the many ponds or 
lakes with which this ifland abounds, there are fome which have been 
made by the intrufion of the fea, fuch as Wiwidiah, the Long, the 
Narrow, and feveral others, confequently thofe are falt; at peculiar 
high tides a great number of fifh enter into them, where they feed 
and grow large, and at fome feafons of the year, the inhabi- 
tants aflemble and cut down the fmall bars which the waves always 
throw up. By thefe eafy means the waters of the pond are let 
‘out, and as the fifh follow their native element, the inhabitants with 
proper nets catch as many as they want in their way out without 
any other trouble. Thofe which are moft common are the ftreaked 
bafs, the blue-fifh, the tom-cod, the mackarel, the tew-tag, the 
herring, the flounder, eel, &c. Fifhing is one of the greateft diver- 
fions the ifland affords. At the weft end hes the harbour of Mar- 
diket, formed by Smith Point on the fouth-weft, by Eel Point on 
the north, and Tuckanut Ifland on the north-weft;. but it is neither 
fo fafe nor fo good anchoring ground as that near which the town 
flands: three {mall creeks run into it, which, yield eels of a bitter 
tafte. Not far from Shemah Point there is a confiderable track of even 
eround, being the leaft fandy on the ifland. ‘It is divided into feven 
fields, one of which is planted by that part of the community which 
are entitled to it. This is called the common plantation, a fimple 
but ufeful expedient ; for were each holder of this track to fence his 
property, it would require a prodigtous quantity of pofts and rails, 
which are to be purchafed and fetched. from the main. Inftead of 
thofe private fubdivifions, each man’s allotment of land is thrown 
into the general field, which is fenced at the expenfe of the parties ; 
within it every one does with his own partion of the ground what- 

ever 
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ever he pleafes. This apparent community faves a very material 
expenfe, a great deal of labour, and, perhaps, raifes a fort of emula- 
tion among them which urges every one to fertilize his fhare with 
the greateft care and attention. Thus every feven years the whole 
of this track is under cultivation, and enriched by manure and 
ploughing, yields afterwards excellent pafture ; to which the town 
cows, amounting to five-hundred or more, are daily led by the 
town fhepherd, andas regularly driven back in the evening. The 
beft land on the ifland is at Palpus, remarkable for nothing but a 
houfe of entertainment. Quayes is a {mall but valuable track, long 
fince purchafed by a Mr. Coffin, who has erected the beft houte 
on the ifland. By long attention, proximity of the fea, &c. this 
fertile {pot has been well manured, and is now the garden of Nan 
tucket. Adjoining to it, on the weft fide, there is a {mall fream, 
on which there is ereéted a fulling-mill; on the eaft fide is the lot, 
known by the name of Squam, watered likewife by a {mall rivulet, 
on which ftands another fulling-mill. Here is a fine loomy foil, 
producing excellent clover, which is mowed twice a year. Thete 
mills prepare all the cloth which is made here: having fo large a 
flock of fheep the inhabitants abound in wool; part of this they 
export, and the reft is foun by their induftrious wives, and converted 
into fubftantial garments. To the fouth-eat is a great divifion of 
the ifland fenced by itfelf, known by the name of Siafconcet lot: i¢ 
is a very tineven track of ground abounding with {wamps; here the 
inhabitants turn in their fat cattle, cr fuch as they intend to ftall- 
feed for their winter provifions, It is on the fhores of this part of 
the ifland, near Pochick Rip, where they catch their beft fith, fuch as 
_ fea bafs, tew-tag, or black fifh, cod, finelt, perch, fhadine, pike, &c. 
They have erected a few fithing-houfes on this fhore, as well as 
at Sankate’s Head and Suffakatcht Beach, where the fithermen 
dwell in the fithing feafon.. Many red cedar bufhes and beach grafs 
grow on the pemin{fuia of Coitou; the foil is light and fandy, and 
ferves as a receptacle for rabbits. It is here that their fheep find 
fhelter in the {now ftorms of the winter. At the north end of Nan- 
tucket, there is a long point of land projecting far into the fea, 
called Sandy Point; nothing grows on it but plain grafs; and this 
is the place where the inhabitants often catch porpoifes and fharks, 
On this point they commonly drive their horfes in the {pring of the 
year, in order to feed on the gvrafs it bears, which is ufelefs when 
arrived at maturity. Between this point and the main ifland there 
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is a valuable falt meadow, called Crofkaty, with a pond of the fame 


name, famous for black ducks. Squam abounds in clover and herds- 
grafs; thofe who poffcts it follow no maritime occupation, and 
therefore neglect nothing that can render it fertile and profitable. 
The reft of the undefcribed part of the ifland is open, and ferves as 
a common paflure for their fheep. To the weft of the ifland is 
Tackanuck, where, in the fpring, their young cattle are driven to 
feed; it hasa few oak buthes, and two frefh water ponds, abounding 
with teals, brandts, and many other fea fowls, brought to this ifland 
by the proximity of their fand banks and fhallows; where thou- 
fands are feen feeding at low water. Here they have neither wolves 
nor foxes; thofe inhabitants, therefore, who live out of town, raife, 
with all fecurity, as much poultry as they want. In furmmer this 
climate is extremely pleafant, the heats being tempered by the fea 
breezes, with which it is perpetually refrefhed. In the winter, how- 
ever, the inhabitants pay feverely for thofe advantages; it is ex- 
“tremely cold; the north-weft wind, after having efcaped from the 
mountains and forefts, free from all impediment in its fhort paflage, 
_ blows with redoubled force, and renders this ifland bleak and un- 
comfortable. On the other hand, the goodnefs of the houfes, the 
focial hofpitality of their inhabitants, and their good cheer, make 
ample amends for the feverity of the feafon. 

This ifland, as has been already hinted, appears to be the fummit 
of fome huge fandy mountain, affording fome acres of dry land 
for the habitation of man; other fubmarine ones lie to the fouthward 
of this, at different depths and different diftances. This dangerous 
region is well known to the mariners by the name of Nantucket 
Shoals: thefeare the bulwarks which fo powerfully defend this ifland 
from the impulfe of the mighty ocean, and repel the force of its 
waves, which, but for thefe accumulated barriers, would ere now have 
diffolved its foundations, and torn it in pieces. Thefe are the banks 
which afforded to the firft inhabitants of Nantucket their daily fub- 
fiftence ; ; it was from thefe foals that they drew the origin of that 
wealth which they now poffefs; and it was the fchool where they 
firft learned how to venture farther, as the fith of their coaft receded. 
The fhores of this ifland abound with the foft-fhelled, the hard- 
fhelled, and the great fea clams, a moft nutritious fhell-fith: their 
fands, their fhallows, are covered with them; they multiply fo faft 
that they are a never-failing refource. Thefe, and the great variety 
of fith they catch, conftitute the principal food of the inhabitants. 
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it was likewife that of the aborigines, whom the firft fettlers found 
here; the pofterity of whom ftill live together in decent houfes along 
the fhores of Miacomet pond, on the fouth fide of the ifland: they 
are an induftrious, harmlefs race, as expert and as fond of a feafaring 
life as their fellow inhabitants, the whites. 

This iflané is become one of the counties of this State, known by 
the name of Nantucket. The inhabitants enjoy here the fame mu- 
nicipal éftablithment in common with the reft ; and, therefore, every 
requifite officer, fuch as fheriff; juftice of the peace, fupervifors, 
affeffors, conftables, overfeers of the poor, &c. ‘The taxes are pro- 
portioned to thofe of the metropolis; they are levied by valuations, 
agreed on and fixed according to the laws of the province, and by 
aileffinents formed by the affeffors,; who are yearly chofen by the 
people, and whofe office obliges them to take either an oath or an 
affirmation. T'wos-thirds of the magiftrates they have here, are of the 
fociety of Friends. ce ta 

The inhabitants, efpecially the females, are fondly attached to 
the ifland, and few with to migrate toa more defirable fituation. 
They are principally Quakers ; but there is one fociety of Con- 
gregationalifts, Forty years ago there were three congregations of — 
Indians, each of which had a houfe for worfhip-and a teacher: their 
laft Indian paftor died ten years fince, and was a worthy, refpetable 
character. 
~ Hfland of Martha’s Vineyard, which lies a little to the weftward of 
Nantucket, is about twenty-one miles in length and from feven to 
cight miles in breadth: it lies nine miles from the continent, and, 
with the Elizabeth Iflands, forms one of the counties of Maflachufetts 
bay, Known by the name of Duke’s County. Thofe latter, which 
are fix in number, are about-nine miles diftant from the Vineyard, 
and are all famous for excellent dairies. A good ferry is eftablifhed 
between F ¢gar-Town and Falmouth on the main, the diftance be- 
ing nine miles. Martha’s Vineyard is divided into three townfhips; 
viz. Edgar, Chilmark, and Tifbury. Edgar is the bett fea-port, and 
the fhire town; and as its foil is light and fandy, many of its 
inhabitants follow the example of the people of Nantucket. The 
town of Chilmark has no good harbour, but the land is excellent, 
and no way inferior to any on the continent: it contains excellent 
paftures, convenient brooks for mills, ftone for fencing, &c. The 
town of Tifbury is remarkable for the excellence of its timber, and 
»has a harbour where the water is deep enough for fhips of the line. 
Wor ils le The 
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The ftock of the ifland is more than twenty thoufand fheep, tw6 
thoufand neat cattle, befides horfes and goats ; they have alfo fome 
deer, and abundauce of fea-fowls. This has been from the begin- 
ning, and is to this day the principal feminary of the Indians; they 
live on that part of the ifland which is called Chapoquidick, and 
were very early chriftianifed by the refpectable family of the Mahews, 
the firft proprietors of it. The firft fettler of that name conveyed 
by will to a favourite daughter a certain part of it, on which there 
grew many wild vines; thence it was called Martha’s Vineyard, after 
her name, which in procefs of time extended to the whole ifland. 
The pofterity of the ancient Aborigines, remain here on lands which 
their forefathers referved for themfelves, and which are religioufly 
kept from any incroachments. The Indians here appear by the 
decency of their manners, their induftry, and neatnefs, to be no way 
inferior to many of the inhabitants ;—like them, they are labo- 
rious and religious, which are the principal characteriftics of the 
four New-Enyland provinces; they often go, like the young men of 
the Vineyard, to Nantucket, and hire themfelves for whalemen or 
filhermen; and, indeed, their fkill and dexterity in all fea affairs is 
nothing inferior to that of the whites. The latter are: divided into 


-two clafles; the firft occupy the land, which they till with admirable 
care and knowledge ; the fecond, who are poflefled of none, apply 


themfelves to the fea, the general refource of mankind in this part 
of the world. . This ifland, therefore, like Nantucket, is become a 
great nurfery, which fupplies with pilots and feamen, the numerous 
coaiters with which this extended part of America abounds. ; Go 
where you will, from Nova Scotia to the Miffiffippi, you will find 
almoft every where fome natives of thefe two iflands employed in 
feafaring occupations. Their climate is fo favourable to population, 


that marriage is the object of every man’s earlieft with ; and it is a 


blefling fo eafily obtained, that great numbers are obliged to quit 


their native land and go to fome other countries in queft of fub- 


fiftence. | . . 

Here are to be found the moft expert pilots either for the great 
bay, their found, Nantucket fhoals, or the different ports in their 
neighbourhood. In ftormy weather they are always at fea looking 
out for veflels, which they board with fingular dexterity, and hardiy 
ever fail to bring fafe to their intended harbour. 

Gayhead, the weftermoft part of the ifland, containing about two 
thoufand four hundred acres, is yery good tillage land, and is wholly 
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éccupied by Indians, but not well cultivated. One-third of this tract 
is the property of the Englifh fociety for propagatiag the gofpel in 
New-England. The principal productions of the ifland are ¢orn, 
rye, and oats. They raife fheep and cattle in confiderable numbers. 
The inhabitants of this county fend three reprefentatives, and, 
in conjunction with Nantucket, one fenator to the General Court. 

The other iflands of confideration are in Maffachufetts Bay, which 
is agreeably diverfified by about forty of various fizes: feven of them 
only are within the jurifdiftion of the town of Bofton, and taxed 
with it. Caftle Ifland is about three miles from Bofton, and contains 
_ about eighteen acres of land. The buildings are the Governor’s 
houfe, a magazine, gaol, barracks, and workfhops. In June, 1792, 
there were confined on this ifland feventy-feven convicts, who were 
employed in the manufacture of nails, and guarded by a company of 
between fixty and feventy foldiers. The fort on this ifland com- 
mands the entrance of the harbour: here were mounted in 1792 fifty 
pieces of cannon, and forty-four others difmounted; fince that period. 
the fortifications have been much improved, 


SOIL AND PRODUCTIONS. 


In Maffachufetts are to be found all the varieties of foil, from very 
good to very bad, capable of yielding all the different productions 
common to the climate, fuch as Indian corn, rye, wheat, barley, oats, 
hemp, flax, hops, potatoes, field beans and peas—apples, pears, 
peaches, plums, cherries, &e. It has been obferved, that the effects 
of the eaft winds extend farther inland than formerly, and injure thé | 
tender fruits, particularly the peach, and even the more hardy apple. 
The average produce of the good lands, well cultivated, has been 
eftimated as follows: forty bufhels of corn on an acre—thirty of 
barley—twenty of wheat—thirty of rye—one hundred of potatoes. 
The ftaple commodities of this State are fifh, beef, and lumber. 

Iron ore in immenfe quantities is found in various parts of this 
State, particularly in the old colony of Plymouth. | 

Copper ore is found at Leverett, in the county of Hampfhire, and 
at Attleborough, in the county of Briftol. Several mines of blaek 
lead have been difcovered in Brimfield, in Hampfhire county; and 
white pipe-clay, and yellow and red ochre, at Martha’s Vineyard. 
Allum flate, or ftone, has been found in fome parts; and alfo rud- 
dle, or a red earth, which has been ufed as a ground colour for prim- 
ing, inftead of Spanifh-brown. In a quarry of lime-ftone, in the 
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parith of Byefield, in the county of Effex, is found, the 4/be/fos, or 
incombuftible cotton, as it has been called. Marble has been found 
in the fame vicinity, and it 1s conjectured that there are confiderable 
beds of it. The fpecimens of it already exhibited have been beauti- 
fully variegated in colour, and admit an admirable polifh. - A marble 
quarry at Lanefborough affords very good marble. 

Several mineral fprings have been found in different parts of the 
State, particularly at Lynn, Wrentham, Menotomy Parifh in Cam- 
bridge, &c. but none are celebrated as places of refort for invalids. 


CIVIL DIVISIONS AND CHIEF TOWNS. 


This State is divided into eleven counties; viz. Suffolk, Effex, 
Middlefex, Hampthire, Plymouth, Briftol, Barnftable, Worcetter, 
and Berkfhire, on the continent, and Duke’s and Nantucket: counties 
in the iflands of Nantucket, Martha’s Vineyard, &c. ‘Thefe counties 
contain two hundred and fixty-five towns, the principal of which are 
as follow : | 

BOSTON. 

This is the chief town of the county of Suffolk, and the capital 
not only of Maffachufetts, but of New-England, and lies in latitude 
42° 23/N. It is built on a peninfula of an irregular form, at the 


bottom of Maflachufetts Bay. The neck or ifthmus, which joins the | 


peninfula to the continent, is at the fouth end of the town, and leads 
to Roxbury ; the length of the town itfelf is not quite. two miles, 
its breadth is various ; at the entrance from Roxbury it is narrow ; 

the greateft breadth is one mile and one hundred and tits tae 
yards; the buildings i in the town cover about one thoufand acres. 

In this town there are feventy-nine ftreets, thirty-eight lares, and 
twenty- -one alleys, exclufive of {quares and courts; and about eighty 
wharfs and quays very convenient for veffels; the principal wharf 
extends fix hundred yards into the fea, and is covered on the north 
fide with large and convenient ftores ; it far exceeds any other wharf 
in the United States. ) | 

In Bofton are feventeen houfes for public worfhip; of which nine 
are for Congregationalitts, three for Epifcopalians, two for Baptifts, 
one for the Frien ds, one for Univerfalifis, and one for Roman Catho- 
lics : there are alfo feveral publi ic fchools, ftate banks, &c. which we 
thall notice under their re{pective heads. The other public build- 
ings are the flate houfe, court houfe, goal, Faneuil hall, an alms 
houfe, a workhoufe, a bridewell, and powder magazine, &e. &c. 
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That building which was formerly the governor’s houfe, is now oc. 
cupied in its {everal apartments, by the council, the treafurer, and 
the fecretary; the two latter hold their ofeaas in it. Moft of the 
public buildings are handfome, and fome of them are elegant. The 
town isirregularly built, but, ag it lies ina circular form arqund the 
harbour, it exhibits a very handfome view as you approach it from 
the fea. On the weft fide of the town is the mall, a very beautiful 
public walk, adorned with rows of trees, and in view of the com- 
mon, which is always open to refrefhing breezes. Beacon hill, on 
which a handfome monument, commemorative of fome of the 
moft important events of the late war, has lately been erected, 
overlooks the town from the weit, and affords a fine variegated 
profpect. 
_ The harbour of Bofton is fate, and large enough to contain five 
hundred fhips at anchor, ina good depth of water; while the en- 
trance is fo narrow as fearcely to admit two fhips abreaft. It is di- | 
verfified, as we have already obferved, with forty iflands, which af- 
ford rich pafturage, hay, and grain, About three miles from the 
town is the cattle, which commands the entrance of the harbour. 
The market in this town is fupplied with abundance of beef, pork, 
mutton, lamb, veal, and poultry, and of a quality equal to any in the 
world, and alfo with meal, butter, cheefe, roots, vegetables, and fruits. 
of various kinds, in great plenty. The fith market is alfo excellent, . 
and not only furnithes the tables of the rich with fome of the greatett 
dainties, but is alfo a rf ngular bleffing to the poor. 
gras an annual meeting in March, feven felect men are chofen for 
the more immediate gov ernment of the town; at the fame time are 
elected a town clerk, a town treafurer, facie overfeers of the poor, 
twelve firewards, twelve clerks of the market, twelve {cavengers, 
and twelve conftables, befides a number of other officers. Attempts 
have been made to change the government of the town from its pre- 
fent form to that of a city, but the propofed form not being confo- 
nant to the democratic {pirit of the body of the people, it has been 
rejected, | 
Bofton was fettled as early as the year one from Charlefton. 
The peninfula was called, by the natives, Shawmut; but the inha« 
bitants of Charlefton, from the view they had of ch hills, called it 
Trimountain. ‘The new inhabitants, however, named it Bofton, 
out of refpect to the Rev. Mr. Cotton, formerly a minifter of Bofton, 
in England, who was expected to come over to New-En gland. He was 
afterwards nuniiter of the fir? church, 
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<It has been computed, that during the fiege in 1775, as many 


houfes were deftroyed in Bofton by the Britifh troops, as were burnt 
in Charlefton. Since the peace a fpirit of repairs and improvement 
has diffufed itfelf among the inhabitants. The ftreets of late have 
been lighted with lamps, at the expenfe of the town; and fome fmall 
beginnings have been made towards improving the ftreets by new 
paving them, which it is hoped will ftimulate to like improvements 
through the town. The principal manufactures here, are, rum, 
beer, paper hangings, of which twenty-four thoufand pieces are an- 
nually made, loaf fiigar, cordage, cards, fail cloth, fpermaceti and 
tallow candles, glafs;—there are thirty diftilleries, two breweries, 
eight fugar houfes, and eleven rope walks, A few years may render 
the metropolis ef Maffachufetts as famed for arts, manufactures and 
commerce, as any city in the United States, 


SALEM. 


This is the fecond town for fize in the Commonwealth, and the 
capital of the county of Effex, containing nine hundred and twenty- 
eight houfes, and exeept Plymouth, the oldeft; it was fettled in 
1628, by Governor Endicot, and was called by the Indians, Naum- 
keag. Here are a meeting of Quakers, an epifcopal church and five 
congregational focieties. The town is fituated on a peninfula, 
formed by two fmall inlets of the fea, called North and South ri- 
vers. ‘Fhe former of thefe paffes into Beverly Harbour, and has a 

_draw-bridge acrofs it, built many years ago at private expenfe.—At 
this place fome part of the fhipping of the town is fitted out ; but the 
principal harbour and place for bufinefs is on tne other fide of the 
town, at South river, if that may be properly called a river, which 
depends on the flowing of the fea for the water it contains. So 
ihoal is this harbour, that veffels which draw more than ten or twelve 
‘feet of water, muft be laden and unladen at a diftance from the wharfs 
by the afliftance of lighters. Notwithftanding this inconvenience, 
more navigation is owned, and more trade carried on in Salem than 
in any port in the Commonwealth, Bofton excepted. The fifhery, 
the trade to the Weft-Indies, to Europe, tothe coaft of Africa, to 
the Eait-Indies, and the freighting bufinefs from the fouthern States, 
are here all purfued with energy and fpirit. The enterprize of 
the merchants of this place is equalled by nothing but their indefatt- 


gable induftry and fevereeconomy. ‘This latter virtue-forms a dif. 


tinguifhing feature in the character of the people of this town. Some 
perfons 
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perfons of rank, in former times, having carried it to an unbe- 
coming length, gave a character to the people in general of a dif. 
graceful parfimony. But, whether this reproach was ever juftly 
applied in fo extenfive a meafure or not, nothing can be more inju- 
rious than to continue it at the prefent time; for it may juftly be 
faid of the inhabitants of Salem at this day, that, with a laudable at- 
tention to the acquifition of property, they exhibit a public fpirit 
and hofpitality, alike honourable to themfelves and theircountry.s A 
general plainneis and neatnefs in drefs, buildings and equipage, and 
acertain ftillnefs and gravity of manner, perhaps in fome degree 
peculiar to commercial people, diftinguifh them from the citizens 
of the metropolis... It is indeed to be wifhed that the fober induftry 
here fo univerfally practifed, may become more extenfive through 
the Union, and form the national character of the federal -Ames 
ricans. 

A court houfe, built in 1786, at the joint expenfe of the county 
and town, forms a principal ornament, and is executed in a ftyle of 
architecture that would add to the elegance of any city in the Union. 
‘The Supreme Judicial Court holds a term here the fecond Tueiday 
of November, the.Courts of Common Pleas and Seffions, the fe« 
cond Tuefday of March and September. ? 

A manufaétory of duck and fail cloth has been ately. iadituted 
here, and is profecuted with much fpiri it. 


MARBLEHEAD. 

_ South-eaft from Salem, and. four miles diftance from it, in the 
fame county, lies Marblehead, containing one epifcopal, and two 
congregational churches, befides a fmall fociety of feparatifts. The 
chief attention of this Lowe is devoted to the bank fithery, and more 
is done in that line than in any port in the government. ‘The late 
war putting a total ftop to this bufinefs, and vaft numbers of the 
men before employed in it being loft by land and water, the peace 
found thofe who furvived in circumftances of great diftrefs. Great 
exertions were made to revive the former courfe of bufinefs, and it is 
lamented by every friend to induftry and the profperity of the 
country, that thefe exertions have not been crowned with more fuc- 
cefs ; every thing here has more and more the fymptoms of decay. 
The great number of widows and orphans caufed by the wat, and 
left at the clofe of it to the charge of the town, are a melancholy 
burthen which nothing lefs than governmental aid can relieve. A 
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lottery has been eranted by the legiflature for the double purpofe of 
leffening the weight of this burthen, and répairing the fea wall; which 
protects the harbour, and which was in imminent danger of giving 
way, to the great detriment, if not utter ruin of the port. 

A peculiarity obfervable in this, as well a3 other fifhing towns, 
may be worthy mentioning. The fpring, fummer, and autumn, 
being entirely occupied in the laborious purfuit of their employment, 
leaves no time for amufement. In winter, every thing is differents 
There are few calls to labour, and all are devoted to mirth and jols 
lity. A continual round of gaiety arid diffipation occupies the fifhers 
man’s time, until returning ipring calls him to returning labour, 
which he then purfues as eagerly as he did juft before his amufe- 
ments. . 

NEWBURY PORT. 

Newbury Port, in Effex, originally part of Newbury, from which 
its incorporation detached it in 1764, and by which, and Merri- 
mack river, it is wholly encircled, is perhaps the moft limited in its 
extent of land, of any townfhip in the Commonwealth, containing 
but about fix hundred and forty acres. Here are four houfes for pub- 
lic worfhip, viz. one Epifcopalian, ene Prefbyterian, and two Con- 
gregational. It was formerly remarkable for the number of veffels 
annually built here ; but fince the commencement of the late war, 
this bufinefs has in a great degree failed, and no manufacture of con- 
fequence has yet fupplied its place. The continental frigates, the - 
Boston and Hancock, were built here, befides many large private 
armed fhips, during the war. The trade to the Weft-Indies is carried 
on here with much {pirit and to great amount. Large quantities of rum 
are diftilled, which is principally exported to the fouthern States; 
Some veffels are employed in the freighting bufinefs, anda few in the 
difhery. In November, 1790, there were owned in this port fix 
dhips, forty-five brigantines, thirty-nine fchooners, and twenty-eight 
floops, in the whole eleven thoufand eight hundred and feventy tons. 
A term of the courts of Common Pleas and General Seffions is held — 
here on the laft Tuefday in Septeinber. A 


IPSWICH. 

Ipfwich, by the Indians called Agawam, in thé county of Effex, 
is thirty-two miles N.N.E. from Bofton, is divided into five pa- 
rifhes. An excellent ftone bridge, acrofs Ipfwich river, compofed 
of two arches, with one folid pier in the bed of the river, connects 
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the two parts of the town, and was executed under the direction of 
the late Honourable Judge Cuoate, ina ftyle of ftrength and neat- 
nefs hitherto unequalled: in this country. This was heretofore a 
‘place of much more confideration than at prefent. Its decline is at- 
tributed to a barred harbour and fhoal rivers. Its natural fituation 
is very pleafant, and on all accounts excellently well calculated to be 
a large manutacturing town. The fupreme judicial court, the 

‘courts of Common Pleas and Seffions, are held here once in a year ; 
and from its central fituation, appears to be the moft convenient 
place, for all the courts and public offices of the county. 


CHARLESTON, 

Charlefton, called by the aboriginal inhabitants, Mifhawuin, lies 
‘north of Boften, with which it is connected by Charles river bridge, 
-and isthe principal town in Middlefex county. The town, pro« 
perly fo called, is built on a peninfula, formed by Myttic river, on 
the eaft, anda bay, fetting up from Charles river on the weft. It is 
very advantageoufly fituated jor health, * navigation, trade, and ma- 
nufactures of almoft all the various kinds. A dam acrofs the mouth 
of the bay, which fets up from Charies river, weft of the town, 

would afford a great number of mill feais for manufaturers. Bunker, 
Breed’s, and Cobble, now Barrel’s, hilis, ure celebrated in the hif- 

“tory of the American Revolution; and no lefs fo for the elegant and 
delightful profpeéts which they afford of Botton, and its charmingly 
variegated harbour—of Cambridge and its colleges, and of an ex- 
tenfive tract of highly cultivated country. 

The deftruction of this town by the Britith, in 1795, we have 
mentioned in the hiftorical fketch we have given of the war. Before 
its deftructien, feveral branches of manufactures were carried on to 
great advantage, fome of which have been fince revived ; particu. 
‘larly the manufacture of pot and pearl afh, rum, fhips, leather i in-all 
its branches, filver, tin, brais and pewter. 


CAMBRIDGE AND CONCORD. 


Thefe are the moft confiderable inland towns in the county of 
Middlefex, the former is four miles from Bofton, and is a pleafant 
‘town, and the feat of the univerfity. The latter 1s nineteen miles 


* Jn three years, ending 17915 eighty perfons died, nineteen of whom were upwards 
of fixty years old ; 3 ter were upwards of leven; four upwards’ of eighty, and one 
minety. 
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N. W. of Bofton, and is alfo a pleafant, healthy, thriving town, ~ 
The Provincial Congrefs fat in Concord in 1774, and the general | 


court have frequently held their fefftons here when contagious difeafes 
have prevailed in the capital. ‘This town is rendered famous in hif- 
tory by its being the place where the firft oppofition was made to the 
Britifli troops, on the memorable igth of April, 1775. “Phe public 
buildings are, a congregational church, a fpacions {tone gaol, the 
beft in New-England, and a county court houfe. The town is ac- 
commodated with three handfome bridges, one of which is two hun- 
dred and eight feet long, and eighteen feet wide, fupported by twelve 
piers, built after the manner of Charles river bridge; in 17yr1, there 
were one thoufand five huridred and ninety inhabitants in this town, 
eighty of whom were ‘upwards of feventy years old. For thirteen 
years paft, the average number of deaths has been feventeen, one in 
four of whom were feventy years old and upwards. 


PLYMOUTH. 


Plymouth, the principal town in the county of the fame name, and 
the capital of the old colony, fo called, is forty-two miles S. E, of 
Botton, and contains about three hundred houfes. Before the war, the 
inhabitants of this town employed ninety fail of veffels, chiefly in the 
fithing bufinefs. But in the courfe of the war, they were moftly 


A . 
taken or deftroyed by the enemy, and their feamen captured, and, 


many of the inhabitants reduced to indigence. They have fince, 
jn a great meafure, emerged from their diftreffed ftate. The Har- 
bour is fpacious, but the water is not deep. The town is famous 
for being the firft place fettled by the pious anceftors of the New- 
Englanders, in 1620. ) 
WORCESTER. 

Worcetter,: the fhire town of the county of the fame name, is the 
largeft inland town in New-England, and is fituated about forty- 
feven miles weftward of Bofton. The public buildings in this towa, 


are two congregational churches, a court houfe, and a ftrong ftone | 


gaol. The inhabitants carry on a large inland trade, and manu- 
facture pot and pearl afh, cotton and linen goods, befides fome 
other articles. : 


Printing, in its various branches, is carried on very extenfively in 


this town, by Ifaiah TFlomas, who, in the year 1791, carried 
through his preffes two editions of the Bible, the one the large royal 


quarto, the firft of that kind publithed in America, the other a large 
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folio, with fifty copper plates, befides feveral other books of confe- 
quence. His printing apparatus confifts of ten printing preffes, 
with types in proportion; and he is now making preparations for the 
printing of bibles of various {maller kinds, which will caufe him to 
make a great addition to his works, of both prefles and types. This 
printing apparatus is now the largef{t in America. 

On Connecticut river in the county of Hampfhire, there are a 
number of very pleafant towns, among which are Springfield and 
Hadley, on the eaft fide of the river; Northampton, Hatfield and 
Deerfield on the weft. Courts are held in all thefe places in their 
turn, except Hatfield. Springfield is the oldeft of thefe towns, 
having been fettled as early as 1636. “Its public buildings are a cons 
- gregational church, court houfe, and gaol. A large proportion of 
the military ftores of the Commonwealth are lodged here. A clear 
meandring brook runs through the town from north to fouth, and 
adds much to its beauty and pleafantnefs. | 

Stockbridge, Great Barrington, and Lenox, are the principal 
towns ‘in Berkfhire county, and lie from forty-five to fifty-miles 
W.WN. W. from Springfield. Befides thefe, there are many other towns 
in Maffachufetts that are in a rapid flate of improvement, to enume- 
rate the particulars of which would extend this work far beyond the 
bounds propofed. A pretty correé& idea of their magnitude and im- 
portance will, however, be formed by the following account of 
their population, trade, &c. 


POPULATION. 
The number of inhabitants, &c. in this State, according to the 
genfus taken in 1790, Was as follows ; 
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DUKES AND NANTUCKET COUNTIES. 
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WORCESTER COUNTY, CONTINUED. 
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BERKSHIRE COUNTY, 
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158 GENERAL TESCRIPTION 
From the foregoing account of the population of this State, it ap- 
pears to its honour, that it does not contain a fingle flave. 
Thepopulation of this State is rapidly on the increafe, and we 
have every reafon to believe, that were a frefh cenfus to be taken, the 
total amount of the inhabitants would be found to be near three 
hundred and ninety thoufand. 


MILITARY STRENGTH. 


From .a view of the foregoing number of inhabitants, it is evident 
that in cafes of emergency, this State can bring a very large military 
force into ation, more efpecially when it is confidered that their 
active militia is compofed of all the able-bodied, white male citizens 
from fixteen to forty years of age, excepting officers of government, 
and: thofe who have held commiffions, &c. The whole is com- 
pletely armed and organized, and is formed into nine divifions, each 
commanded by a major-general; nineteen brigades, we of fe= 
venty-nine regiments of infantry ; eleven battalions of cavalry, and 
eight battalions of artillery ; together forming a well-regulated body of 
more than fifty thoufand infantry, two thoufand cavalry, and one 
thoufand five hundred artillery men, with fixty pieces of field artil- 
lery. This active military corps is affembled by companies for dif- 
cipline, in their refpective diitriéts, four times a year; and once a 
year by: regiments or brigades ; at which time they are reviewed and 
infpected. aide: 

Befides the military ftrength above mentioned, which may be 
confidered as the active militia of the State, there are enrolled about 
twenty-five thoufand men, from forty to fixty years of age, who are 
obliged always to keep themfelves completely armed; and they are 
required, under penalty by law, to exhibit their arms once a year to 
their refpective captains, who make returns thereof. ‘This laft corps 
is called the alarm hit, and may be properly ra a ae as the 
Co; “ps de Referve of the Commonwealth. 


RELIGION, CHARACTER, AND MANNERS. 


The religion of this State or Commonwealth is eftablifhed, by 
their excellent conftitution, on a moft liberal and tolerant plan. All 
perions of whatever religious profeffion or fentiments, may worfhip 
God agreeably to the dictates of their own confciences, unmolefted, 
provided they do not difturb the peace. 
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The following ftatement fhews what are the feveral religious de- 
nominations in this State, and their proportional numbers, agreeable 
to the foregoing cenfus. 


Denominations, Number of Suppofed number of 

‘3 Congregations. each denomination. 
Congregationalifts, ‘ : 400 ‘ 237,600 
Baptitts, ; ; : ‘ 84 5 63,296 


Epifcopalians, ; : ; 16 ; 14,104 _ 
Friends or Quakers, : : PO en a 
Prefbyterians, : ° . 4 ° 3,965 
Univerfalifts, : : ° 2 : 15388 
Roman Catholics, : : aK Fe ‘ -  GO4 
Total 517 - 378,787 


In this ftatement, it is fuppofed that all the inhabitants in the State 
confider themfelves as belonging to one or the other of the religious 
denominations mentioned. 

Although this may not be an exact apportionment of the different 
 teéts, yet it is perhaps as accurate as the nature of the fubject will 
allow, and fufficient to give a general idea of the proportion which 
the feveral denominations bear to each other. 

The number of congregational churches in\1749, was two hun- 
dred and fifty. : ; 

In 1760, the number of inhabitants in this State was about two 
hundred and fixty-eight thoufand eight hundred and fifty, and the: 
proportion of the fects was then nearly as follows, viz. 


Sects, Congregations. Suppofed number of 
; : fouls of each fect. 
Congregationalitts, . , 306 oo -98 tned 
_ Friends meetings, ; ° 22 . 16,192 : 

Baptifts, ; 68 Gs : 20 . 14,72 
Epifcopalians, . shales yea 9,568 
Prefbyterians, A : ‘ 4 : 2,944 

Total 365 268,850 


The chara&ter and manners of the people of this State are, as has 
been defcribed in the general account of New-England,* 


*%* See pages 13 to 17.» 
COM- 


160 GENERAL DESCRIPTION” - 


COMMERCE AND MANUFACTURES. 


The following abftra& of goods, wares, and merchandize, exs 
ported from this State, from the firft of October, 1790, to the arf 
of September, 1791, will give the beft idea of the articles of export 
from this State. 


EXPORTS from Massacuusetts, from Odfeber 1, 1790, to Sep- 
tember 31, 1791. 


Ath, Pot . . : 783 tons 
—-, Pearl : : 1,169 do. 
Apples -, . . 1,131 brrls. 
Bricks _ . ; ° 330,250 
Smith’s bellows , : 2 pairs q 
Boats A : ‘ ae . 
Beer, ale, and porter, : 155532 gal. 
Boots ‘ ° ‘ 339 ~—Ssiépaairs | 
Brimftone . . 3,280. - lbs, 
Blacking or Lampblack, ; ° 158 kegs a 
Cider ; ° : 292 ~—Ss brs.» 
——- ° » Sontag hts 310 ~— doz. 
Chalk . ° ° 10 tons 
Cotton ate . ; ¥35391 Ibs. 
Coffee . ‘ : 68,044 do. 
Cocoa ° ; ° 2,804 do. 
Parone Mba ° ° 331 ~—rboxes 
— Candles—Myrtle _ ; : 348 do. 
——-—— Wax . , 169 ~= do. 
— Tallow : A 1,106 do. 
Cables and cordage ° ° 32 tons 
| ° ° 18 cwte 
—— . Stn 16 coils 
Copper-——ore ° 20 cwt. 
- Manufactured : ‘ 1,480 do 
Coals ab : : 1,548  buthels 
Crauberries h ue 688 do. 
Canes and saliieeticks : 96 
Cards, cotton and wool ‘ 2.5 doz. 
Coaches, chaifes, phactons, ie, 16 


Cards 


OF MASSACHUSETTS, 


Exports from Massacuuserts, contimied. 


Carts andwaggons ° 
Duck, American : 
Drugs—Glawber Salts 
Saffafras root ~ . 
Larthen-ware—~¥ ellow, or queen’s 
Stone 3 
Flaxfeed . ‘ 
¥ lax ‘° > 
Feathers : : 
Flints ‘ . : 
Frames of—Boats . 
~Houfes : . 
——-Windows and doars 
#oufebold furniture— 
Tables » ‘e 
Defks — x ee % 
~ Bureaus . 
Sophas * . 
Chefts . | 
Windfor and rufh chairs 
F; Fifheries—Fith dried 
Ditto pickled 
Oil, Whale * 
Oil, Spermaceti ° 
Spermaceti Candles 
Whalebone 
Genfing ° ° 
Grindftones ‘ . 
Glafs—Ware | 
Window : : 
Groceries —Caftia and cinnamon 
_ Pimento 
Pepper 
Brown fugar 
7 Raifins ~ oe. 
Grain and pulle— 
Wheat ° e 
Rye ° ‘ 
Barley > A 
Vou. I. YX 


4 

288 
1,220 
17 
92 
25 
6,056 
2,700 
100 
40,000 
10 
180 


39 
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Exrorts from MAssACHUSETTS, continued. 


Grain and pulfe—Indian corn 
Oats 
Peas and beans 
Horns and horntips 
Hats 
Hops- 
Hay . . 
Tron-wrought—Axes 
Scythes 
Locks and bolts 
Shovels : 
Skimmers and ladles 
Anchors 7 
Mutkets - ° 
Cutlaffes ° 
Knives and forks 
Chefts of carpenter’s tools 
Tron-caft—Pots, kettles, &c. 
Cannon 
Shot for cannon : 
frin the ton—Pig 
Bar A 
Nail rods a 
Hoops 
Indigo : : 
Leather, tanned and dreffed 


Lime . ‘ 
Shot : * 
Live fock 
Horned cattle 
Hortfes 
Sheep ° 
Hogs : 
Poultry 
Merchandize, foreign 
Molaffes : 
Millftones 
Muftard , : 


69,064 
447 
3,746 
71,281 
376 
650 
63 
662 


lbs. 


tons 


pr. 


tons 


doz. 
packages 
gal. 


Ibs. 
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Exports from MASSACHUSETTS, continued. 


Madder : "6 ‘ 
Nails - q 
Nankeens 
Nuts 
Naval fores—Pitch : : 
Bicadal a! R : . 
“Turpentine ° 
~ Rofin : : 
Oil, Linfeed : : 
Powder, Gun ‘ ° 
Hair , : 


Pomatum : is *" 


Paints . . ' 
Provifions—Rice . 2 
Flour ; ees ‘ 
Ship ftuff : : 
“Tian meal ; 
Rye ditto ; : 
Bread of 
Beef ; j 
Pork : A : 
Crackers ° : 
‘Hams and bacon ‘ 4 
Venifon and mutton hams : 
Cheefe : ; 
"Lare~’ ° : 
- Butter ae : 
~ Saufages ° ° 
Freth beef j : 
—— pork oe 
Carcafes of mutton “ 
Neats tongues . . 


Oyfters, pickled ‘ : 


Potatoes ° : 
Onions : ; 
Spirits—Rum, American . 
» Weft Indian : 
Brandy ° ° 
Gin ‘ ° ‘ 


1,034 
20,000 
39594 
692 
55° 
2,824 
4,266 
23 
13,814 
166 

45 

840 
810 
21,236 
214 
7,000 
262 
2,285 
39499 
39474 
1,812 
36,946 
200 
235155 
4,860 
3,873 
260 
92,269 
rahe ee 
56x 
5% 
214 
3,808 
§,497 
298,357 
25734 
188 
2,113 
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Exports from MAssaCHUSETTS, continued. 


Spirits—Cordials : A _ 69 
Sadlery—Saddles and bridles ‘ 70 
Carriage harnefs : ‘ 14 
Shoes ‘ ‘ ‘ 3,400 
Soap : ‘ . 479 
Snuff ® ° ° 1,939 
Steel ee é 27 
Spruce, Effence of e : 31 
Salt : ‘ Le on aan 
Seeds, Hay - < : per 
Skins and furs— 
Morocco ; P E32 
Calf in hair f x 290 
Deer and moofe 2 : g6z 
Bears, &c. ; ‘ 24, 
Deer and other fkins unknown ° 56 \ 
‘Tobacco : : 1,190 
Ditto, manufactured : if: 41,108 
Tallow A 2 “ 275,041" 
Twine a ‘ eis 1,900 
Tow cloth Debate: 
Toys for children ‘ : al 22... 
_ Tin manufactured | : . 14 
T eas—Bohea ; “ es 65 
~ Souchong : ‘ 1085 
os Green 5 : “ 178 
,_Hyfon ‘ ‘ . 6282 
Vinegar e ; one 2,098 | 
Wines—Madeira . : 4,622 
Other wines ee : 3,940 
Bottled ¢ e 6 
Wax, Bees ° ¢ 10,254 
—— Myrtle ’ . : 1,946 
Whips ; i ‘ 144 
Wood—Staves and headings 5,450,042 
Shingles . ' : 12,325,600 
Shooks and cafks - 29,895 
Laths ’ ¢. 


15,500 
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pairs 
boxes 
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bundleg 
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EXPoRTS from MASSACHUSETTS, continued, 


Weo0d—Hoops and hop-poles . 511,764 


Matts he sae) 21Q 
Bowfprits : . | 42 
Booms = : 94 
Spars : : 35243 
Hand{pikes . 13,126 
Pumps . ° 23 
Boxes and brakes rere 4 56 
Blocks ‘ ; 5,102 
Oars and rafters : : 3339290 
‘Trunnels skit : 352905 
_ Cedarand oak knees : 1,051 
Carvings ° s ‘ 13 
Anchor-ftocks : ’ 375 
Oak beards aud planks ‘ 508,50¢ feet 
Pine boards and planks, in Bie W3NghOT do. 
Other do. = nie 3,448,369 do. 
Scantling : ° 516,681 
Oak and pine timber ee 68,238 
Oak and pine do. : 13,360 tons 
Oak pine : : 6,436 pieces 
Oak, pine, and hick’ry : 494 -cordg 
_ Oak bark ‘ ° 13 do. 
Oak ditto ground zo ‘ 6  —hhds. 
Matft hoops : ‘ TO.) | aoe, 
Yokes for oxen ‘ ° 96 


Befides a variety of {maller articles, 
Value of goods, wares and merchandize Dolls. Ct. 
exported in the above-mentioned year | ee 53975 53 
Tt muft be noted, that the foregoing abftraét comprehends thofe ars 
ticles only which were exported to foreign ports; the domeftic trade 
is not taken into the account. Shoes, cards, hats, faddlery, and vas 
‘rious other manufactures, and feveral articles of produce of the . 
country, to a great amount, were the fame year exported to the 
fouthern States. . 
This State owns more than three times as many tons of fhipping 
as any other of the States, and morg than one third part of the whole 
. that 
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that belongs to the United States.* At this period upwards of thirty« 
five thoufand tons are employed in carrying on the fifheries ;_ fifty-fix 
thoufand in the coafting bufinefs, and one hundred and twenty thou- 
fand five hundred and fixty in trading with almoft all parts of the 
world. Pot and pearl afhes; ftaves, flax-feed, bees-wax, &c. are 
carried chiefly to Great-Britain, in remittance for their manufaétures; 
mafts and provifions to the Eaft-Indies ; fifh, oil, beef, pork, lumber, 
candles, &c. are carried to the Weft-Indies, for their produce; and 
the two firft articles, fifh and oil; to France, Spain, and Portugal ; 
roots, vegetables, fruits, and {mall meats,’ to Nova-Scotia and New- 
Bruntwick; hats, faddlery, cabinet-work, men’s and women’s 
fhoes, nails, tow-cloth, barley, hops, butter, cheefe, &c. to the 
fouthern States. ‘The Negro ‘trade was prohibited by law in 1778, 
and there is not, as before obferved, a fingle lave belonging to the 
Commonwealth. | | 

With regard to manufactures, if we except printing types, ftone 
wares, pitch, tar and turpentine, and wine, moft, if not all the other 
articles enumerated in the preceding pages, are ‘manufactured in a 
greater or lefs degree in this State. “There is a duck manufactory at 
Bofton, from which more than one thoufand feven hundred bolts, of 
forty yards each, faid to be the beft duck ever before feen in Ame- 
rica, have been fold in one year. Manufactories of this kind have 
been begun in Salem, Haverhill, and Springfield, and are in a pro- 
mifing way. Manufactories of cotton goods have been eftablifhed at 
Beverley and Worcefter ; and much credit is due to the patriotic cha- 
racters who began them; although by their perfevering exertions, 
they have not been able to furmaunt the various obftacles in the way 
of fuccefs, At Taunton, Bridgewater, Middleborough, and fome 
other places, nails have been made in fuch quantittes as to prevent, 
ina great meafure, the importation of them from Britain. In this State 
there are thirteen paper mills, five on Neponfet river, five on Charles 
river, one at Andover, on Shawfheen river, one at Springfield, and 
the other at Sutton, in Worcefter county. Ten of thefe mills have 
two vats each, and when in action, employ ten men, and as many 
girls and boys, and produce at the rate of fixty thoufand reams of 
Writing, printing, and wrapping paper, annually. It is eftimated 
that twenty thoufand pounds worth of paper is yearly made by 
thefe mills ; and the quantity and quality is annually and rapidly ins 
creafing. 


4 See page 279, vol. i. 


The 
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The principal card manufatory is in Bofton, and belongs to Mr. 
Giles Richards, and Co, in which are made yearly about feven thou- 
fand dozen of cotton and wool cards, of the various kinds or num- 
bers, which confume about a hundred catks of wire, averaged at 
thirty pounds a cafk, and about twenty thoufand tanned calf, fheep, 
and lamb kins, at two fhiliings each. -The fticking of thefe cards 
employs not lefs than one ‘thoufand people, chiefly children, and 
about fixty men are fully occupied in manufacturing card boards, card 
tacks, and finifhing the cards. It is eftimated that about two 
thoufand dozen cards are made at the other manufaories in dif- 
ferent parts of the State. 

There isa fhoe manufa€ory at Lynn, eight miles to the north- 
ward of Befton, in the county of Effex. It is not ealy to fix the 
number of fhoes annually made by the induftrious inhabitants of 
this town, but it has been eftimated by thofe moft competent to form 
an accurate judgement, that, befides the home confumption, and the 
large numbers fent every week to Bofton and other places, feveral 
hundred thoufand pair are fhipped to the different parts of the United 
States. One man, Mr. B. Johnfon, from his own workfhop, in 
the courfe of feven months, fhipped twenty thoufand fix hundred 
pair of fhoes, valued at four thoufand nine hundred and feventy- 
nine pounds fix fhillings, exclufive of large numbers fold in the vi- 
cinitye 

Silk and thread lace, of an elegant texture, are manufactured by 
women and children, in large quantities, in the town of ipfwich, in 
Effex county, and fold for home confumption and exportation in 
Bofton, and other mercantile towns. This manufaétor y, if pr operly 
regulated and encouraged, might be productive of great and exten. 
five advantages. In the year 1790, no lefs than forty-one thoufand 
nine hundred and feventy-nine yards. were made in this town; 
and the quantity, it is fuppofed, has fince been confiderably increafed. 

A wire manufactory has lately been erected at a confiderable ex- 
pence in Dedham, in Suffolk county, for the purpofe of drawing 
wire for the ufe of the fith-hook and card manufacturers in Bofton. 
. The effays which have already been made promife fuccefs. , 

There are feveral {nuff, oil, chocolate, and powder mills in dif- 
ferent parts of the State; and a number of iron works and flitting 
mills. Thofe in the towns of Middleborough, Bridgwater, Taun- 
ton, Attleborough, Stoughton, and that neighbourhood, which, in 
confequence of the great quantity of iron ore found in that diftrict, 

are 


168 GENERAL DESCRIPTION 


are become the feat of the iron manufactures, are faid to flit annually 
fix hundred 16118; and one Company has lately been formed which 
will annually manufacture into nails of a quality equal to thofé ex- 
ported from Europe, five hundred tons—The number of fpikes and 
hails made in this State is almoft treble the quantity made 
in 1788, and is ftill increafing ; and from the great abundance of the 
raw materials, will probably foon preclude all foreign fupply, if not 
become an article of export. Befides thefe there are other mills, in 
common ufe, in great abundance, for fawing lumber, grinding grain, 
fulling cloth, &c. 

There are fixtyetwo diftilleries in this State, employed in diftilling 
from foreign materials. In thefe diftilleries are one hundred and 
fifty-eight itills, which together contain one hundred and two thous 
fand one hundred and feventy-three gallons. Befides thefe, there are 
twelve country ftills employed in diffilling domeftic materials; but 
thefe are‘fmall, and the moft of them very lately ereéted. One mils 
ion nine hundred thoufand gallons have been diftilled in one year, 
which, at a duty of eleven cents a gallon, yields a revenue to the 
government of two hundred nine thoufand dollars. 

A brick pyramidical glafs-houfe was erected 1n Bofton by a coms 
pany of gentlemen in 1789; but for want of workmen fkilled in the 
Dufinefs, their works were not put in operation effectually till Nos 
vember 1792; and although feveral of the firft effays or meltings 
proved unfuccefsful, later effays give the fulleft ground to believe 
that this very important manufacture may be profecuted to the ad- 
vantage of the proprietors, as well asto the great benefit of the 
public. From the fpecinierts of glafs exhibited, it appears to be of 
the beft quality for clearnefs and goodnefs; and as there is an abun- 
dance of the materials for this manufaéture at command, there can be 
little doubt of its being carried to. fuch an extent, in the courfe of a 
few years, as to preclude foreign importations, which will make a 


vaft faving to America in general, and to this State in particular. 


Every friend to the United States muft with that the patrioticcompany 
whiclrhave eftablifhed this manufa&ture, may meet with fuch fuccefs 
as to have their expenfes reimburfed, which have already exceeded 
the fun of fixteen thoufand dollars. 


Connected with the commerce and mantfatutes, até the banks 
eftabliflred in ‘this State; we have already noticed the utility of thefe 
eftablifiments, we fhall therefore only briefly mention them here. 

3 There 


wit Ses 
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‘There are four incorporated banks in this Commonwealth, of 
Which the Branch Bank in Bofton, which is a part of the National 
Bank, is one. 

The Maffachufetts Bank in Bofton was incorporated in 1784. It 
was defigned as a public benefit, and more particularly to accommo- 
date the mercantile intereft. Its prefent capital confifts of eight hun- 

red fhares, of five hundred dollars each, making in all four hnne 
dred thoufand dollars. It is kept open every day in the year, except 
public days. The annual meeting for the choice of nine direétors 
is.on the firft Wednefday in January. | 

Effex Bank, at Salem, was incorporated in 1792, and is under the 
management of a prefident ana fix directors. 

Union Bank, in Bofton, was alfo incorporated in 1792, and has a 
prefident and eleven directors, Its capital confifts of one hundred 
thoufand fhares, of eight dollars each, fo that when the payment of the 
fhares {hall be completed, the whole ftock will amount to eight hun. 
dred thoufand dollars. 


PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS. 
_Among the foremoft of thefe, we muft confider thofe that refpect 
Mavigation; in this clafs we muft reckon the erection of 


TIGHT HOUSES. 

-Thefe within this State are as follow: on Plum-Ifland, neat 
Newbury, are two, which we have already mentioned: on Thatcher’s- 
‘Ifland, off Cape Ann, two lights of equal height ; another ftands 
‘on arock on the north fide of the entrance of Bofton harbour, with 
‘one fingle light: on the north point of Plymouth harbour are two 
dights: on a point at the entrance of the harbour on the ifland of 
Nantucket, is one with a fingle light; this light may be feen as far 
as Nantucket fhoals extend ; the ifland being low, the light appears 
over it. 

‘Next to thefe we muft rank thofé which add to the convenience 
of the inhabitants, and operate to the advantage of commerce 3~Juch 
‘aida 7 | : 

BRIDGES AND CANALS, 

The bridges that merit notice in this State are the following, viz. 
Charles river bridge, builtin 1786-7, one thoufand five hundred and 
three feet long, and conneéting Bofton and Charlefton. It is builton 
feventy-five piers, with a convenient draw in the middie, for the 

Vou I Zz paflage 
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paflage of veffels. Each pier is compofed of feven fticks of. oak 
timber, united by a. cap piece, ftrong: braces and. girts, and after- 
wards driven into the bed of the river, and firmly fecured by a fingle 
pile on each fide, driven obliquely to a folid bottom. The piers are 
connected to each other by large ftring pieces, which are covered 
with four inch plank, The bridge is forty-three feet in width, and 
on each fide is accommodated with a paffage fix feet wide, railed in for 
the fafety of the people on foot. The bridge has a gradual rife from 
each end, foas to. be two feet higher in the middle’than. af the exe 
tremities. Forty elegant lamps'are ereéted, at a fuitable diftance 
from eachother, to illuminate it when neceflary. There are four 
ftrong ftone wharfs conneéted with it, and fupported by three piers 


-each, funk in the river. The machinery of the draw is fimple, and 


requires but two men-to raife it, At the higheft tides the water rifes 
twelve or fourteen: feet; the floor of the bridge is then about four 
feet-above the water. The depth of the water in the channel at low 
tide is twenty-feven feet. This bridge was completed in thirteen 
months; and while it exhibits the greateft effect of private enter- 
prize of this kind in the United States, it being the firft bridge of 
confiderable magnitude that. has been erected, prefents a moft 
pleafing proof, how certainly objects of magnitude may be attained 
by fpirited exertions. 

The fuccels which attended this experiment led others to engage in 
fimitar works of enterprize. Malden bridge acrofs Myftic river, con- 
necting Charlefion with Malden, was begun in April 1787, and was 
opened for paffengers the September following. This bridge, in- 
cluding the abutments, is two thoufand four hundred and twenty feet» 
long, and thirty-two feet wide, it has.a draw thirty feet wide. The: 


deepett water at full tide is twenty-three feet. The expenfe of: this . 


bridge was eftimated at five thoufand three hundred pounds, 


isflex bridge, upwards of one thoufand five hundred feet in length, . 
with a well-contrived draw, was erected in 1789, and conneéts Sa-u 


lem with Beverley, The expenfe of this bridge is faid not to have 
exceeded one third. part of that of Charles river bridge, -yet it is ef 


teemed quite equal in ftrength, and is thought by travellers to od & 


fuperior in point of beauty. : 


In Rowley, on the poft road between Bofton and Newburyport, is 
a bridge acrofs-Parker’s river, eight hundred and feventy feet long, 


and twenty-fix feet wide, confifting of nine folid: piers, and eight! — 


wooden arches. This bridge was built in the year'1758.. 


tae | . ' A bridge 
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A bridge over Merrimack river, in the county of Effex, about two 
miles above Newburyport, is nearly, if not quite completed. At 
the place where this bridge is erected, an ifland divides the river into 

two branches. An arch of one hundred and fixty feet diameter, and 
forty feet above the level-of high water, connects this ifland with the 
main on one fide; the channel on the other fide is wider, but the 
center arch is but one hundred and forty feet diameter. Greater in- 
genuity is difcovered in the conftruction of this bridge, than in any 

-that-have hitherto been built; and it is one among the vaft number 

vof ftupendous and ufeful works which owe their origin to that confi- 
dence between man and man, which has been created or reftored by 
- the mea{ures of the general government. 

Another ingenioufly conftru€ted bridge has lately been completed 
over this river at Pautucket Falls, between Chelmsford and Dracut, 
Gnthe county of Middlefex. Thefe bridges are “all fupported by a 

toll. 

Several other silage are contemplated in different parts of the 
State, and one is actually begun, and confiderable progrefs made in 
it, which, when completed, will conne& the weft part of Bofton 
with Cambridge, over Charles river, and will be more than twice as. 
‘long, and attended with nearly twice the expenfe of any other that has 
yet been built in this or in any of the United States. 

The legiflature, in February 1792, were petitioned by a company 
for liberty to build a bridge over Connecticut river, at Montague ; 
which was granted. 

The only canals of importance which have been contemplated in 
this Commonwealth, are one between Barnftable and Buzzard’s Bay, 
and thofe neceflary to render Connecticut river navigable, both of 
which we have mentioned, and one which fhall open a communicae 
tion between the town of Bofton and fome part of Connecticut 
river, for which purpofe General Knox and others were incorpo- 
‘rated in 1792, by the name of ‘ The proprictors of the ss: as il 
fetts canal.” 

Great improvements have alfo of late been made in feveral manu- 
fa&turing machines, by which thofe fpecies of manufacture in which 

- they are employed have been greatly facilitated in the execution, and 
fewer hands required. But the moft ingenious improvement or in- 
‘vention, and which moft deferves notice, is a complete and elegant 
Planetarium, fix feet in diameter, conftructed by Mr. Jofeph Pope, 
ef Bofton. This is entirely a work of original genius and afliduous 
“2 | appli. 


- 


application, as Mr. Pope never faw a machine of the kind till his: 
own was completed. It exhibits a proof of great ftrength of mind, 
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and really does him much honour, both as.a philofopher and a me- 
chanic. This machine has been purchafed for the Univerfity at 
Cambridge, and is a very ufeful and ornamental addition to the 
phi lolophical apparatus. 


NATURAL CURIOSITIES. 


In the north part of the townfhip of Adams, in Berkfhire county, 
not half a mile from Stamford, in Vermont, is a natural curiofity 
which merits a defcription. A mill {tream, called Hudfon’s Brook, 
which rifes in Vermont, and falls into the north branch of Hoofuck 
river, has, for thirty or forty rods, formed a very deep channel 
through a quarry of white marble. The hill, gradually defcending 
towards the fouth, terminates ina fteep precipice, down which pro-~ 
bably the water once tumbled. But finding in fome places a natural 
chafm in the rocks, and in others wearing them away, as is evident 
from their appearance, it has formed a channel which in fome places 
is more than fixty feet deep. Over this channel, where deepeft, 
fome of the rocks remain, and forma natural bridge. From the top 
of this bridge to the water it is fixty-two feet ; its length is about 
twelve or fifteen, and its breadth about ten. Partly under this 
bridge, and about ten or twelve feet below it, is another, which is — 
' wider, but not fo long; for at the eaft end they form one body of — 
rock, twelve or fourteen feet thick, and under this the water flows. 
It is evident, from ‘the appearance of the rocks, that the water in 
fome places tormerly flowed forty or fifty feet above its prefent bed. 
Many cavities, of different figures and dimenfions, but generally — 
cipettlar are worn out in the rocks. One of thefe, in the folid roc , : 
is about four feet i in diameter, and four or five feet deep; the rock is — 
on one fide worn through at the bottom. A little above the — 
bridge, on the welt fide of the chafm, is acave or little room, which A 
has a convenient entrance at the north, and a paflage out at the a 
eaft. From the weit fide of this cave achafm extends into the hill, 
but foon becomes too narrow to pafs. ‘The rocks here which are — 
moftly white, though in fome places clouded or ftreaked with other — 
colours, appear to be of that fpecies of coarfe white marble 
which is common at Lanefborough, and in other towns in Berkfhire 
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Yn the town of Wrentham, about two miles S. E. of the meeting 
houfe, is a curious cavern called Wampom’s Rock, from an Indian fa- 
-mily of that name who refided in it fora number of years, It is fituated 
on the fouth fide of a hill, and is furrounded by a number of broken 
rocks. IJtis nearly fquare, each fide meafuring about nine ‘eet. 
The height is about eight feet in front, but from the center it leffens 
to about four feet, At prefent it ferves only asa fhelter for cattle 
and fheep, as do one or two other rocks or caves in the town, for 
merly inhabited by Indians. 

Under this article we mention the falls of Powow river, which 
rife in New-Hampfhire, and fall into the Merrimack between Sa- 
lifbury and Amefbury, in the county of Effex. At thefe falls, the 
defcent of the water, in the diftance of fifty rods, is one hundred 
feet, and in its paflage carries one bloomery, five faw mills, fever 
grift mills, two linfeed oil mills, one fulling mill, and one {nuff mill, 
befides feveral wheels, auxiliary to different labours. The rapid fall 
of the water—the dams at very fhort diftances crofling the river—the 
warious wheels and mills arifing almoft immediately one over ano- 
ther—and the very irregular and grotefque fituation of the houfes and 

-other buildings on the adjoining grounds, give this place a romantic 
appearance, and afford in the whole, one of the moft fingular views 
to be found in this country. 

Lynn beach may be reckoned a curiofity. It is one mileiin length, 
and connects the peninfula, called Nahant, with the main land. 
This is a place of much refort for parties of pleafure from Bofton, 
Charlefton, Salem,.and Marblehead, in the fummer feafon. The 
beach is ufed as a race ground, for which it is well calculated, being 
Jevel, imooth, and hard. 


PUBLIC SOCIETIES. 


The focieties formed in Mafflachuletts with a view to promote the 
benefit of mankind, exhibit a fair trait in the character of its inhabi- 
tants. Among the firft literary inftitutions in this State, is the 


AMERICAN ACADEMY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES. 
This fociety was incorporated May the 4th, 1780. It is declared 
$n the act, that the end and defign of the inftitution is to promote 
and encourage the knowledge of the antiquities of America, and of 
ithe natural hiftory of the country, andto determine the ufes to which 
the various natural productions of the country may be applied; alfo 
ta 
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to promofe and encourage medical difcoveries, mathematical difquie 
-fitions, philofephical inquiries and experiments ; ‘aftronomical, me- 
‘eteorological, and geographical obfervations:;\ improvements in agrie 
‘culture, arts, manufacture, commerce, and the cultivation of every 
Acience that may tend to-advanee'a free, independent, arid virtuous 
epeople. : Phere are never to be more than two hundred members, nor 
sfefsthah forty. This fociety/has four fated annual meetings. 


MASSACHUSETTS CHARITABLE SOCIETY. 

Thisfocietys incorporatéd December 16th, 1749, is intended for. 

-the mutual! aidvof themfelves and families, who may be diftreffed by 

any.of the adverfe accidents of life, and for the comforting and re- © 

heving. of widows and orphans of their deceafed members. The 

sgmembers of this fociety meet annually, and are not to exceed an 
hundred in number. 


BOSTON EPISCOPAL CHARITABLE SOCIETY, 


Firft inftituted in 1724, and incorporated February 12, 1784, ‘has 
‘for its obje&t, charity to fuch as are of the epifcopal church, and ta 
“fuch others as the fociety fhall think fit; but more efpecially the re- 

lief /of:thefe who are members of, and benefactors to, the fociety, 
and afterwards become fuitable objects of its charity. The ment- 
bers of this fociety meet annually, and are not to exceed one hun. 


dred in number, © ; 


% MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
This fociety was incorporated November 1ft, 1781. The defign 
of it is, to promote medical and furgical knowledge, inquiries into 
_ the animal economy, and the properties and effects of medicine, by 
encouraging a free intercourfe with the gentlemen of the faculty 
throughout the United States of America, and a friendly correfpon- 
dence with the eminent in thofe profeffions throughout the world. 
‘The number. of fellows who are inhabitants of the State, cannot ex- 
ceed feventy. The prefent number is fixty-one, and thirteen have 
died fince its eftablifhment. The powers vefted in the fociety are— 
"£6 chosfe their officers, and enact any laws for their own govern- 
‘ment'which is not repygnant to the laws of the Commonwealth— 
To ufe'a common feal—To fue and be fued—To hold real eftate of 
‘ths annali income of two hundred pounds, and perfonal eftate of the 


‘annual i income of fix hundred pounds—To eleét, fufpend, expel or 
disfrans 
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disfranchife any fellows of the: fociety—To deferibe and point out, 
from time to time, fuch a mode of medical inftruction or education 
as they fhail judge requifite for candidates for the practice of phyfic 
and furgery——To. examine all’ candidates who fhall offer themfelves 
for examination, refpecting their fkill in the profeffion—And to give” 
letters teftimonial of their approbation toall fuch as may be duly qua 
lified to practife.* 

Committees are appointed in each county to receive communicas > 
tions from, and to correfpond with, their medical brethren’who are 
not fellows of this fociety; and this has led to the formation of fe- 

 veral medical affociations, whofe views are to aid the laudable defigns' 
of this important inftitution. 


HUMANE SOCIETY. 


‘To evidence their humanity and benevolence, a number of the: 
medical and’ other gentlemen, in the town of Botton, in 1785, 
formed a .fociety, bythe name of the Humane Sociery, for the 
purpofe of recovering perfons apparently dead, from drowning, fuf- 

-focation, ftrangling, and other accidents. This fociety, which was” 
incorporated in 1791, have erected feven huts, furnifhed with wood, 
' ftraw, cabbins, tinder boxes, blankets, &c. two on Lovel’s ifland, 
ne on Calfifland in Bofton harbour, two on Nantafket beach, and 
another on Scituate beach near Marflifield, for the comfort of fliip- 
wrecked feamen. Huts of the fame kind are erected on Plum-* 
Ifland, near. Newbury, by the marine fociety,of that place, already 
mentioned; and there are alfo fomescontiguous to Hampton: and Sa-" 
lifbury Beach.. 
At their femi-annual meetings, a public ce is delivered by 
_ fome perfon appointed by the truftees for that purpofe, on fome me- 
-dical fubject: connected with the principal object-of the fociety ; and 
t asa ftimulus to inveftigation, and a reward of merit,:a medal is ad-" 
__ judged annually by the prefident and truftees to the-perfon who ex- - 
hibits the moft approved differtation. : 


» 


re 


i SOCIETY. FOR. PROPAGATING THE GOSPEL. 
i This fociety, formed for the exprefs purpofe of propagating thes 
_ Gofpel-among the Indians, and others in North-Ameriea, was ipcor-~ 


i * The qualifications required of candidates for examination, and the books re+ + 
ae commended by the sega, ate publifhed in Fleet’s Maffachutett’s Regiftery 


‘porated - 
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porated November rg, 1787. They are enabled to receive fubferips 
tions of charitably difpofed pérfons, and may take any perfonal eftate 
in fucceffion. All donations to the fociety, either by fubfcriptions, 
legacy, or otherwife, excepting fuch as may be. differently appro- 
priated by the donors, to make a part of, or be put into the ca4 
pital ftock of the fociety, which is to be put out on intereft on good 


fecurity, or otherwife improved to the beft advantage, and the in- 


come and profits are to be applied to the purpofes aforefaid,; m fuch 
manner as the fociety fhall judge moft conducive to anfwer the defign 
of their inftitution. For feveral years paft miffionaries have been ap- 
pointed and fupported by the fociety to vifit the eaftern parts of the 
diftri&t of Maine, where the people are, generally deftitute of the . 
means of religious inftruction, and to fpend the fummer months 
with them. The fucceis of thefe miffions have been highly fatisface 
tory to the fociety. Several thoufand books of different kinds, 
fuited to the ftate of the people, have been purchafed by the fociety’s 
funds, and diftributed among them and the Oneida Indians. 

A part of this fociety are a board of commiffioners from the 
Scot’s fociety for promoting Chriftian knowledge among the Indians 
in America. 


MASSACHUSETTS SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING AGRICULTURE. . 


This fociety was incorporated in 1792, in confequence of which 
the agricultural committee of the academy is diffolved. Ata late 
meeting of this fociety, in Bofton, a very confiderable fum of, mos _ 
ney was fubferibed for eftablifhing a fund to defray the expenfe of 
premiums and bounties, which may be voted by the fociety. 


HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 


A fociety was eftablifhed in this State in, 1791, called the H1sto¢ 
RIcAL Soczery, the profeffed defign of which is to colle&, pres: 
ferve, and communicate materials for a complete hiftory of this country. 
from the beginning of its fettlement. 

Next to Pennfylvania, this State has the greateft number of fo- 
eieties for the promotion of ufeful knowledge and human happinefs ; 


and as they are founded on the broad bafis of BENEVOLENCE, PA- 


TRIOTISM, and CHARITY, they cannot fail to profper. Thefe in- 
ftitutions, which are faft increafing in almoft every State in the 
Union, are fo many evidences of the advaticed and advancing ftate of 
civilization and improvement in this country, and of the excellence 
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of our national government. ‘They prove likewife that a free repub- 
lican government, like that of America, is the moft happily calcu- 
lated to promote a general diffufion of ufeful knowledge, and the 
moft favourable to the benevolent and humane feelings of the hu- 
man heart. 


LITERATURE, COLLEGES, ACADEMIES, &c. 

According to the laws of this Commonwealth, every town having 
fifty houfeholders or upwards, is to be provided with one or more 
ichool-mafters, to teach children and youth to read and write, and — 
inftruct them in the Englifh language, arithmetic, orthography, and 
decent. behaviour; and where any town has two hundred families, 
there is alfo to be a grammar {chool fet up therein, and fome dif- 
creet perfon, well inftruéted in the Latin, Greek and Englifh lane 
guages, procured to keep the fame, and be fuitably paid by the inha- 
bitants. The penalty for neglect of {chools in towns of fifty fami- 
lies is ten pounds,—thofe of one hundred families twenty pounds,— 
of one hundred and fifty, thirty pounds. 

Thefe laws re{pecting {chools are not fo well regarded in many 
parts of the State, as the wife purpofes which they were intended to - 
anfwer, and the happinefs of the people require. 

In Bofton there are feven public fchools, fupported wholly at the 
expenfe of the town, and in which the children of every claf of citi 
zens freely alociate. In the Latin grammar ichool the rudiments of 
the Latin and Greek languages are taught, and boys qualified for 
the univerfities ; into this fchool none are admitted till ten years of 
age, having been previoufly well inftru@ted in Englifh grammar. In 


the three Englifly grammar fchools, the children of Jot fexes, from . 


feven to fourteen years of age, are inftruéted in {pelling, accenting 
and reading the Englifh language, both profe and verfe, with pro« 
priety, alfo in Englifh grammar and compofition, togethet with the 
rudiments of geography ; in the other three the fame children are 
taught writing and arithmetic. Thefe {chools are attended alter- 
nately, and each of them is furniflied with an uther or affiftant. The 
matters of thefe fchools have each a falary of fix hiindred and fixtys 

fix and two-thirds dollars per annum, payable quarterly. 
‘They are all under.the immediate care of a committee of twenty-one. 
gentlemen, for the time being, chofen annually, whofe duty it is 
) ** to, vifit the fchools at leaft once in three months, to examine the 
» icholars in the various branches in which they are taught, to devife 
Wor. I. Aw : the 
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the beft methods for the inftru€tion and government of the {chools, 
to give fuch advice to the mafters as they fhall think expedient, and 


_by all proper methods to excite in children a laudable ambition to 


Fig 


éxcel in a virtuous, amiable deportment, and in every branch of 
ufeful knowledge.” Atthe annual vifitation in July 1792, there were 
prefent four hundred and feventy girls, and feven hundred and 
twenty boys. Befides thefe there are feveral private fchools, for 
inftruction in the Englifh, Latin, and French languages—in writing, 
arithmetic, and the higher branches of the mathematics—and alfo in 
mufic and dancing. Perhaps theré is not a town in the world, 
the youth of which more fully enjoy the benefits of {chool educa- 


tion, than at Boftori. And when we confider how infeparably the » 


happinefs and profperity of America, and the exiltence of its 
prefent happy government, are connected with tlie education of 
children, too much credit cannot be given to the enlightened ci- 
tizens of this town, for the attention they have paid to this impor- 
tant bufinefs, and the worthy example they have exhibited for the 
imitation of others. 

Next in importance to the grammar {chools are the academies, in 
which, as well asin the grammar fchools, young gentlemen are fitted 
for admilffion to the univer fity. 


DUMMER ACADEMY; 

Dummer academy, at New bury, was founded as early as 1756, by 
means of a lrberal donation from the Honourabie William Dummer, 
formerly Lieutenant-governor, and a worthy man, whofe name it has 
ever fince retained. It was opened in 1763, and incorporated by an 
act of the general court, in 1782. By the a&t the number of truf- 
tees is not to exceed fifteen, wid are to. manage the funds for the 


{upport of the infiructors. This academy is at prefent in a flourifhing- 


ftate. 


PHILLIPS ACADEMY. 


This inftitution, fituated in Andover, was foundéd and handfomely 


endowed, April 21, 1778, by the Honourable Samuel Phillips, 


Efg. of Andover, in the county of Effex, and Commonwealth of Maf- 


fachufetts, lately deceafed, and his brother, the Honourable John | 
Phillips, LL.D. of Exeter, in the State of New-Hampfhire. It — 


was incorporsted Odtober 4, 1780. It is under the direétion of ' 
thirteen truftees of refpeétable charaéters, and the immediate care of / 


a principal, who is one of the truftees ex a i an afliftant, and ai 
I writing 5 
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writing mafter. They are accommodated with a large and elegant 
building, erected at the expenfe of the founders, and their brother, 


the Honourable William Phillips, Efq. of Bofton, Itis fituated on a’ 


delightful eminence, near the manfion houfe of the Honourable Sa- 
muel Phillips, Efq. its diftinguifhed patron, and fon of the deceafed 
founder—is encompaffed with a falubrious air, and commands an 
‘extenfive profpect. The lower ftory contains a large fchool-room, 
with ample accommodations for an hundred ftudents, and two other 
- apartments for a library, and other purpofes : the upper ftory con- 


fifts of a fpacious hall, fixty-four feet in length, and thirty-three feet: 


in breadth, defigned for exhibitions and other public occafions. 

The defign of this foundation, according to its conftitution, is, 
‘¢ ‘The promotion of true piety and virtue, the inftruction of youth 
in the Englifh, Latin, and Greek languages ; together with writing, 
arithmetic, practical geometry, mufic and oratory, logic and geo- 
graphy ; and. fuch other of the liberal arts and iciences, or lan- 
guages, as opportunity and ability may hereafter admit, and the 
truftees fhall direct.” . 

LEICESTER ACADEMY 

This academy, in the townfhip of Leicefter, and county of Wor- 
eefter, was incorporated in 1784. For the encouragement of this 
inftitution, Ebenezer Crafts and Jacob Davis, Efquires, generoufly 
gave a large and commodious manfion ponies lands and appurte- 
nances, in Leicefter. | 

In Williamftown, in Berkfhire county, is another academy. Cole 
Ephraim Williams laid the foundation of it by a handfome donation 
in lands. In 1790, partly by lottery, and partly by the liceral do- 
nation of gentlemen in the town, a brick edifice was erected, eighty- 
two feet by forty-two, aus ‘four ftories high, containing twenty-four 
rooms for fiudents, a large fchool- -room, a dining-hall, and a room 
for public {peaking. It has a preceptor, an ufher, and a matter of 
_ the Englith fchool. The numbér of ftudents is at prefent between 
7 fifty and fixty, befides the {cholars of the free fchool. The Jan- 
guages and {ciences ufually taught in the American colleges are 
a taught here. Board, tuition, and other expentfes of education are 
‘| poy low ; and from its fituation, and other circumftances, it is 
likely, ina fhort time, to become an inftitution of confiderable uti- 
_ lity and importance. | 

An academy at Taunton was incorporated in 1792. 
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' At Hingham is a well-endowed fchool, which, in honour of its 
principal donor and founder, is called Dersy ScHooL, 
4 «Thefe academies are defigned to diffeminate virtue and true piety, 
- "to promote the education of youth in the Englifh, Latin, Greek, and 
French languages, in writing, arithmetic, oratory, geography, 
practical geometry, logic, philofophy, and fuch other of the liberal 
arts and fciences, er languages, as may be thought expedient. 


HARVARD UNIVERSITY. 


This inftitution takes its date from the year 1638. Two years 
before, the general court gave four hundred pounds for the fupport © 
of a public fchool at Newtown, which has fince been called Cam- 
bridge. This year (1638) the Rev. Mr. John Harvard, a worthy 
minifter refiding in Charlefton, died, and left a donation of feven 
hundred and feventy-nine pounds, for the ufe of the forementioned 
public {chool. In honour to the memory of fo liberal a benefactor, 
the general court, the fame year, ordered that the {chool fhould take 
the name of Harvarp CoLLeGE,. 

In 1642, the college was put upona more refpectable footing, and 
the governor, deputy governor, and magiftrates, and the minifters 
of the fix next adjacent towns, with the prefident, were erected into 
a corporation for the ordering and managing its concerns. It re- 
ceived its firft charter in 1650. 

Cambridge, in which the univerfity is fituated, is a pleafant vile 
lage, four miles weftward from Bofton, containing a number of gen- 
tlemen’s feats, which are neat and well-built. The univerfity con-- 
fifts of four elegant brick edifices, handfomely enclofed. They ftand 
on a beautiful green, which fpreads to the north-weft, and exhibit a 
pleafing view. 

The names of the feveral buildings are, Harvard Hall, Maffachu- 
fetts Hall, Hollis Hall and Holden Chapel. Harvard Hall is divided 
Into fix apartments; one of which is appropriated for the library, 
one for the mufeum, two for the philofophical apparatus ; one is 
ufed for a chapel, and the other for a dining hall. The library, in 
1791, confifted of upwards of thirteen thoufand volumes; and is 
continually increafing from the intereft of permanent funds, ag 
well as from cafual benefactions. The philofophical apparatus be- 
longing to this univerfity, coft between one thoufand four hundred, 
and one thoufand five hundred pounds fterling, and is the mof | 
elegant and complete of any in America. 
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Agreeable to the prefent conftitution of Maflachufetts, his Excel 
lency the Governor, Lieutenant-governor, the Council and Senate, 
the Prefident of the univerfity, and the minifters of the congrega« 
tional churches in the towns of Bofton, Charlefton, Cambridge, Was 
tertown, Roxbury, and Dorchefter, are, ex offciis, overfeers of the 
univerfity. 

The corporation is a diftinct bes confifting of feven members, in 
whom is vefted the property of the univerfity. ‘ 

Harvard univerfity has a Prefident, Emeritus Profeffor of Divi- 
nity—Hollifian Profeffor of Divinity—Hancock Profeffor of Hebrew 
and other Oriental languages—Hollis Profeflor of Mathematics and 
Natural Philofophy—Herfey Profeflor of Anatomy and Surgery— 
Herfey Profeflor of the theory and practice of Phyfic—Erving Pro 
feffor of Chymifiry and Materia Medica—four tutors, who’ teach 
the Greek and Latin languages, logic, metaphyfics, and ethics, 
geography, andthe elements of geometry, natural philofophy, aftro- 
nomy, and hiftory ; and a preceptor of the French language. 

This univerfity, as to its library, philofophical apparatus and 
profefforfhips, is at prefent the firft literary inftitution on the Ameri- 
can continent. Since its firft eftablifhment, upwards of three thoufand.. 
three hundred ftudents have received honorary degrees from its fuc- 
¢eflive officers; about one third of whom have been ordained to the 
work of the gofpel miniftry. It has generally from one hundred and 
thirty to one hundred and fixty ffudents. 

This univerfity is liberally endowed, and is frequently receiving 
donations for the eftablifhment of new profefforfhips. Formerly 
there was an annual grant mace by the legiflature to the prefident 
and profeffors, of from four to five hundred pounds, which for 
feveral years pait has been difcontinued. 


REVENUE AND TAXES. 


The principal fources of revenue are land and poll taxes, and 
the fales of new lands. Taxes are levied on all males between 
fixteen and fifty, except fuch as are exempted by law—alfo on the 
number of acres of improved and unimproved land—on dwellings 
houfes and barns, warehoufes, ftores, &c. Thefe are all valued, . 
and upon this valuation taxes are laid, fo many pounds for every 
one thoufand pounds, 


CONSTI 
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CONS TITU TION. 


"The conftitution agreed upon by the delegates of the people of the 
State of Maffachufetts Bay, in conyention, begun and held at Cam- 
bridge, on the firft of Septemher, 1779, and continued by adjourn- 
ments to the fecond of March, 1780, 


PREAMBLE, 


The end of the inftitution, maintenance and adminiftration of go- 
vernment, is to fecure the exiftence of the body politic, to protect 
it, and to furnith the individuals who compofe it with the power of 
enjoying, in fafety and tranquillity, their natural rights and the 
bleflings of life ; 3 and whenever thefe great objects are not attained, the 
people have a right to alter the government, and to take meafures 
neceflary for their fafety, profperity and happinefs. tee 

The body politic is formed by a voluntary affociation of indivi- 
duals ; itis a focial compact, by which the whole people covenants. 
- with each citizen, and each citizen with the whole people, that all 
fhall be governed by certain laws for the common good. It is the 
duty of the people, therefore, in framing a conititution of govern- 
ment, to provide for an equitable mode of making laws, as well as 
for an impartial interpretation and a faithful execution of them, that 
every man may at all times find his fecurity i in them. 3 

We, therefore, the people of Maffachufetts, acknowledging with 
grateful hearts the goodnefs of the Great Legiflature of the univerte, 
in affording us, in the courfe of his providence, an opportunity, 
deliberately and peaceably, without fraud, violence or furprize, of 
entering into an original, explicit, and folemn compact with each 
other; and of forming a new conftitution of civil government for 
ourfelves and pofterity ; and devoutly imploring his dire@tion in fo 
intereiting a-defign, DO agree upon, ordain and eftabiifh the fol- 
lowing DEcLARATION OF RiguTs, AND FRAME OF GoveERN- 
MENT, as the ConsriruTion oF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
MassACHUSETTS. i we Piss 


DECLARATION OF RIGHTS. 
J. All men are born free and equal, and have certain natural, ef- 
fential and unalienable rights ; among which may be reckoned the 
right of enjoying and defending their lives and liberties ; that of ac- 


quiring, 


Of MASSACHUSETTS. 18: 


quiring; poffeffing and protecting property ; in fine, that of feeking 
aud obtaining their fafety and happinefs. , 

iI. It is the right ag well as the duty of all men in fociety, publicly, 
and at ftated feafons, to worfhip the Supreme Being, the Great Cra 
tor and Preferver of the univerfe. And no fubje& fliall be hrt, 
miolefted, or reftrained in his perfon, liberty, or eftate; for wr- 
fhipping God in the manner and feafon moft agreeable to the dittes 
of his own confcience, or for his religious profeflion or fentimnts, 
provided he doth not difturb the public peace, or obftruc othes in 
their religious worfhip. | 

Il]. As the happinefe of a people, and the good orde} and out 
vation of civil government, effentially depend upon pity, religion, 
and-morality ; and as thefe cannot be generally diffufel through a 
community, but by the inftitution of the public worthip pt God, ard 
of public inftruétions in piety, religion, and morality’ therefor, 
to promote their happinefs, and. to fecure the good orler and spre 


dervation of their government, the people of this Commoiwealth hav, 


a right to inveft their legiflature with power to authorife ind require, 
and the legiflature fhall, from time to time, authorifeand require 
the feveral towns, parifhes, precinéts, and other bodies politic, or 
religious focieties, to make fuitable provifion, at their own expenfe, 
for the inftitution of the public worlhip of God, and for the fupport 


-and maintenance of public Proteftant teachers of piety, religion, and 


thorality, in all cafes where fuch provifion fhall not be made volun- 
tarily. | : 
And the people of this Commonwealth have alfo a right to, and do 


‘inveft their legiflature with authority to enjoin upon all the fubjects, 


an attendance upon the inftructions of the public teachers as afore- 
faid, at ftated times and feafons, if there be any on whofe inftructions 
they can confcientioufly and conveniently attend. 3 

Provided notwithftanding, that the feveral towns, parifhes, pre-_ 
eincts, and other bodies politic, or religious Societies, fhall, at all 
times, have the exclufive right of eleCting their public teachers, and 
of contracting with them for their fupport and maintenance. 

And all monies paid by the fubject to the fupport of public wor- 


“fhip, and of the public teachers aforefaid, fhall, if he require it, be 
‘uniformly applied to the fupport of the public teacher or teachers of 


his own religious fect or denomination, provided there be any on 
whofe inftruétions he attends, otherwife i it may be paid towards the 
Pe _ Support 
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hpport of the teacher or teachers of the parifh or precin& in whick 
he faid monies are raifed. | 

And every denomination. of Chriftians demeaning themfelves 

paceably, and as good fubjects of the Commonwealth, fhall be 
eually under the protection of the law: and no fubordination 
efany one {ect or denomination fo another fhall ever be eftablifhed 
bylaw. 

V. The people of this Commonwealth haye the fole and exclufive 
rigt of governing themfelves as a free, fovereign, and independent 
Stae ; anido, and for ever hereafter fhall, exercife and enjoy every 
pover, jurfdiction, and right, whichis not, or may not hereafter be 
by them epreisly delegated to the United States of America, in_ 
Coigrefs afembled. 

V. All jower refiding originally -in the people, and being de- 
aved fromthem, the feveral magiftrates and officers of govern< 
ment, veftd with authority, whether legiflative, exectitive, or judi- 

cial, are their fubftitutes and agents, and are at all times accountable 
to them. 

VI. No man, or corporation, or affociation of men, have arly other 
title to obtain advantages, or particular and exclufive privileges, 
diftin& from thofe of the community, than what arifes from the 
confideration of fervices rendered to the public; and this title being in 
nature neither hereditary nor tranfmiffible to children, or defcendants; 
or telations by blood, the idea of a man born a magiftrate, lawgivery 
or judge, is abfurd and unnatural. 
~ VII. Government is inftifuted for the common good; for the 
protection, fafety, profperity, and happineis of the people; and 
not for the profit, honour, or private intereft of any one man, fa- 
amily, or clafs of men: therefore, the people alone have an incontef- 
table, unalienable, and indefeafible right to inftitute government; and 
to reform, alter, or totally change the fame, whett their protection, 
fafety, profperity, and happineis require it. ? 

VIII. In order to prevent thofé who are vefted with authority from — 
becoming oppreffors, the people havea right, at fuch periods, and 
in fuch manner as they fhall eftablifh by their frame of governs 
ment, to caufe their public officers to returi to private life, and 
to fill up vacant places by certain and regular elections and appoints 
ments. 

IX. All elections ought to be free, and all the inhabitants of this 
Commonwealth having fuch qualifications as they fhall eftablith by 
| theix 
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their frarné of government, have an equal right to ele officers, and 
to be elected for public employments. 

X. Each individual of the fociety has a right to be protected by it, 
in the enjoyment of his life, liberty, and property, according to ftand- 
ing laws. He is obliged, confequently, to contribute his fhare to 
the expenfe of this proteétion; to give his perfonal fervice, or art 
equivalent, when neceffary: but no part of the property of any 
individual can, with juftice, be taken from him, or applied to public 
ufes, without his own confent or that of the reprefentative body of 
the people: in fine, the people of this Commonwealth are not cons 
troulable by any other laws than thofe to which their conftitutional 
reprefentative body have given their confent. And whenever thé 
public exigencies require that the property of any individual fhould 
be appropriated to public ufes, he fhall receive a reafonable compens 
fation therefor. 

XI. Every fubjec&t of the Commonwealth ought to find a certain 
temedy, by having recourfe to the laws for all injuries or wrongs 
which he may receive in his perfon, property, or character. He 
ought to obtain right and juftice freely, and without being obliged to 
purchafe it, completely and without any denial, promptly and with 
out delay, conformably to the laws. 

AI. No fubje& fhall be held to anfwer for any crime or offences 
until the fame is fully and plainly, fubftantially and formally, defcribed 
to him; or be compelled to aceufe, or furnifh evidence againft him- 
felf. And every fubjedt fhall have a right to produce all proofs that 
may be favourable to him; to meet the witneffes againft him face to 
face, and to be fully heard in his defence by. himfelf or his coun- 
fel, at his election. And no. fubjeé fhall be arrefted, imprifoned, 
defpoiled, or deprived of his property, immunities, or privileges, put 
, Out of the protection of the law, exiled, or deprived of his life, li- 

berty, or eftate, but by the panies of his peers, or the law of the 
land. | 

And the legiflature fhall not make any law that fhall fubject any pers 
fon to a capital or infamous punifhment, excepting for the governs 
ment of the army and navy, without trial by jury. 

- XU In criminal profecutions, the verification of facts in the vici 

nity where they happen, is one of the greateft fecurities of the life, 
liberty, and property of the citizen. 

XIV. Every fubje&t has aright to be fecure Poi all unreafonable 
fearches, and {eizures of his perfon, his houfes, his papers, and all his 
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poffeffions. All warrants, therefore, are contrary to this right, if 

the caufe or foundation of them be not prévioufly fupported by oath 
or affirmation; and if the order in a warrant toa civil officer, to 

’ make fearch in all fufpeéted places, or to arreft one or more fuf- 
pected perfons, or to feize their property, be. not accompanied with 
a fpecial defignation of the perfons or objects of fearch, arreft, or fel- 
zure; and no warrant ought to be ifflued, but in cafes and with the 
formalities prefcribed by the laws. 

XV. In all controverfies concerning property, and in all fuits be- 
tween two or more perfons, except in cafes in which it has heretofore 
been otherways ufed and practifed, the parties have aright to a trial 
by a jury; and this method of procedure fhall be held facred, un- 
lefs, in caufes arifing on the high feas, and fuch as relate to ma- 
riners wages, the legiflature fhall hereafter find it neceflary to. 
alter it. 

XVI. The liberty of the prefs is effential to the fecurity of freedom 
in a State; it ought not, therefore, to be reftrained in this Com- 
monwealth. 

XVII. The people have a right to keep and to bear arms for the 
common defence. And as. in time of peace armies are. dangerous to 
liberty, they ought not to be maintained without the confent of the 
legiflature ; and the military power fhall always be held in exaé fub- 
ordination to the civil authority, and be governed by it. 

_. XVIII. A frequent recurrence to the fundamental principles of the 
conftitution, anda conftant adherence to thofe of piety, juftice, mode- 
ration, temperance, induftry, and frugality, are abfolutely neceffary 
to preferve the advantages of liberty, and to maintain a free govern- 
ment. .The people ought, confequently, to have a particular atten 
tion to all thofe principles in the choice of their officers and repre- 
fentatives: and they have aright to require of their lawgivers and 
magiftrates an exact and conftant obfervance of them, in the forma- . 
tion and execution of all laws neceilary for the good adminiftration of 

the Commonwealth. 

XIX. The people havea right, inan orderly and peaceable manner, _ 
to afiemble to confult upon the common good ; give inftructions to. 
their reprefentatives, and to requeft of thé legiflative body, by the 
way of addreffes, petitions or remonftrances, redrefs of the wrongs 
done them, and of the grievances they fuffer. 

XX. The power of fufpending the laws, or the execution of the 
laws, ought never to be exercifed but by the legiflature, or by au- 

4 thority 
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thority derived from it, to be exercifed in fuch particular cafes only 
as the legiflature fhall exprefsly provide for. 

XXI. The freedom of deliberation, fpeech, and debate, in oe 
Houfe of the Legiflature, is fo effential to the rights of the peo- 
ple, that it cannot be the foundation of any accufation or pro- 
fecution, action or complaint, in any other court or beet whatto- 
ever. ; 

XXII. The legiflature ought frequently to affemble for the re- 
drefs of grievances, for correcting, ftrengthening, and confirming 
the Jaws, and for making new laws, as the common good may Te 
quire. 
_ XXIII. No fubfidy, charge, tax, impoft, or duties, ought to 
be eftablifhed, fixed, laid, or levied, under any pretext whatfoever, 
without the confent of the people, or their reprefentatives in the 
rel : ; 

| XXIV. Laws made to punifh for actions done before the exiftence 
opt fach Tes; and which have not been declared crimes by. pre- 
ceding laws, are unjuft, opprefiive, and inconfiftent with the fun- 
damental principles of a free government. 

XXV. No fubje& ought, in any cafe, or in any time,. to be de- 
clared guilty of treafon or felony by the legiflature. 

-XXVI. No magiftrate or court of Jaw fhall demand eshte 
bail or fureties, impofe exceflive fines, or inflict cruel or unutual pu- 
nifhments, | 

XXVII. In time of peace, no foldier ought to be quarter enti in any 
houfe without the confent of the owner ; ; and in time of war, fuch 
quarters ought not to be made but by the civil nie in a man- 
ner ordained by the legiflature. 

XXVIII. No perfon can in any cafe be fubjetted to law martial, 
or to any penalties or pains by virtue of that law, except thofe em- 

ployed in the army or navy, and except the militia in actual fervice, 
_ but by authority of the legiflature. | 

XXIX. It is effential to the prefervation of the rights of every in- 
| dividual, his life, liberty, property, and character, that there be an | 
_ impartial interpretation of the laws, and adminiftration of juftice. - It 
| is the right of every citizen to be tried by judges as free, impartial, 
and independent, as the lot of humanity will admit. It is therefore 
| not only the beft policy, but for the fecurity of the rights of the 
| people, and of every citizen, that the judges of the fupreme judicial 
_ eoyrt fhould hold their offices as long as they behave themfelves well; 
Dba and 
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and that they fhould have honourable falaries, afcertained and eftale 
lifhed by ftanding laws. 

XXX. In the government of this Commonwealth, the legiflative 
department fhall never exercife the executive and judicial powers, or 
either of them ; the executive fhall never exercife the legiflative and 
judicial powers, or either of them ; the judicial fhall never exercife 
the legiflative and executive powers, or either of them, to the end 
jt may be a government of laws, and not of men. 


THE GENERAL COURT. 


I. The department of legiflation fhall be formed by two branches, 
aSENATE, and Hovse or Reeresenratives, each of which fhall 
have a negative on the other. 

The legiflative body fhall affemble every year on the laft Wednef- 
day in May, and at fuch other times as they fhall judge neceffary; and 
fhall diffolve and be diffolved on the day next preceding the faid laft 
Wednefday in May, and fhall be ftiled Tue Genzrat Court oF 
MassACHUSETTS. 

TI. No bill or refolve of the Senate or Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall 
become a law, and have force as fuch, until it fthall have been laid 
before the governor for his revifal; and if he, upon fuch revifion, 
approve thereof, he fhall fignify his approbation by figning the fame, 
But if he have any objection to the pafling of fuch bill or refolve, he 
fhall return the fame, together with his objections thereto, in writing, 
to the Senate or Houfe of Reprefentatives, in which foever the fame— 
fhall have originated; who fhall enter the objections fent down by 
the governor at large on their records, and proceed to re-confider 
the faid bill or refolve, But if after fuch re-confideration, two-thirds 
of the faid Senate or Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall, notwithftanding 
the faid objections, agree to pafs the fame, it fhall, together with the 
objections, be fent to the other branch of the legiflature, where it 
fhall alfo be re-confidered, and if approved by two-thirds of the mem- — 
bers prefent, it fhall have the force of a law. But in-all fach 
cafes, the votes of both Houfes fhall be determined by yeas and 
nays; and the names of the perfons voting for or againft the faid 
bill or refolve, fhall be entered upan the public records of the Com= » 
monwealth. sha 

And: in order to prevent unneceffary delays, if any bill or refolve: 
fhall nct be returned by the governor within five days after jt _ 
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fhali have been prefented, the fame fhall have the force of a 
law. 

III. The general court fhall for ever have full power and autho- 
rity to erect and contftitute judicatories and courts of record, or other 
courts, to. be held in the name of the Commonwealth, for the 
hearing, trying, and determining all manner of crimes, offences, 
pleas, proceffes, plaints, actions, matters, caufes, and things what- 
foever, arifing or happening within the Commonwealth, or be~ 
tween or concerning perfons inhabiting, or refiding, or brought 
within the fame, whether the fame be criminal or civil, or whether the 
faid crimes be capital or not capital, and whether the faid pleas be 
real, perfonal, or mixed; and for the awarding and making out of 
execution thereupon; to which courts and judicatories are hereby 
given and granted full power and authority from time to time to ad- 
minifter oaths or affirmations, for the better difcovery of truth in any 
matter in controverfy or depending before them. 

1V. And further, full power and authority are hereby given and 
granted to the faid General Court from time to time to make, ordain, 
and eftablifh all manner of wholefome and reafonable orders, laws, 
_ffatutes and ordinances, direGtions and inftrudctions, either with pe- 
nalties or without, fo as the fame be not repugnant or contrary to 
- this conftitution, as they fhall judge to be for the good and welfare of 
this Commonwealth, and for the government and ordering theteof, 
and of the fubjeéts of the fame, and for the neceffary fupport and 
defence of the government thereof; and to name and fettle an- 
nually, or provide by fixed laws, for the naming and {ettling all civil 
officers within the faid Commonwealth, the election and conftitution 
of whom are not hereafter in this form of government otherwife pro- 
vided for; and to fet forth the feveral duties, powers, and limits, 
of the feveral civil and military officers of this Commonwealth, and 
the forms of fuch oaths or affirmations as fhall be refpectively admi- 
niftered unto them for the execution of their feveral offices and places, 
fo as the fame be not repugnant or contrary to this conftitution; and 
to impofe and levy proportional and reafonable affeffments, rates, 
and taxes, upon all the inhabitants of, and perfons refident, and 
eftates lying within the faid Commonwealth; and alfo to impofe and 
levy reafonable duties and excifes upon any produce, goods, 
wares, merchandizes, and commodities whatfoever, brought into, 
produced, manufactured, or being within the fame, to be iffued and 
difpofed of by warrant under the hand of the governor of this Com- 
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monwealth for the time being, with the advice and confent of the 
council, for'the public fervice, in the neceffary defence and fupport 
ef the government of the faid Commonwealth, and the protection and 
prefervation of the fubjects thereof, according to fuch aéts as are or 
fhall be in force within the fame. 

And while the public charges of government, or any part thereof, 
fhall be affeffed on poils and eftates, in the manner that has hitherto 
been practifed; in order that, fuch affeffments may be made with 
equality, there fhall be a valuation of eftates within the Common- 
wealth. taken anew once in. every ten years at the leaft, and as 
much oftener as the general court fhall order. 


SENATE. 


J..There fall be annually elected by the freeholders and other in- 
habitants of this Commonwealth, qualified as in this con{titution is pro- 
vided, forty perfons to be counfellors and fenators for the year enfu- 
wig. their.eleétion, to be chofen by the inhabitants of the diftricts 
into which the Commonwealth may from time to time be divided by 

‘the general court for that purpofe.  And-the general court, in 
aligning the numbers to be elected by the refpective diftriGs, fhall 
govern themfelves by the proportion of the public taxes paid by the 
faid diftricts,. and timely inake known to the inhabitants of the Com- 
monwealth, the limits of each diftri¢t, and the number of counfellors 
and fenators to be chofen therein, provided that the number of fuch 
diftricts fhall-be never defs than thirteen, and that no diftrict be fo 
large as to entitle the fame to chufe more than fix fenators. 

And the feveral counties in this Commonwealth fhall, until the 

general court, fhall determine it-neceffary to alter the faid diftricts, 
be diftriGs for the choice of counfellors and fenators (except that the 
counties of Dukes county and Nantucket, fhall form one diftriG for 
that purpofe) and fhall. elect, the following number for counfellars 
and fenators, viz. . 
SFOs ss nsditenopiels aadeeien we labAteanshes dead swe Gees 
Teves ss iours tis Bis sidmmerens shar Lubes county and Nantucket . 
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Ti. The fenate fhall be the firft branch of the legiflature; and the 
fenators fhall be chofen in the following manner, viz. there fhall bea 
meeting on the firft Monday in April annually, for ever, of the inhabi- 
tants of each town inthe feveral counties of this Commonwealth, to 
be called by the feleét men, and warned in due courfe of law,-at leaft 
feven days before the firft Monday in April, for the purpofe of elect- 
ing perfons to be {enators and counfellors: and at fuch meetings 
every male inhabitant of twenty-one years of age and upwards, having 
a freehold eftate within the Commonwealth of the annual income of 
three pounds, or any eftate of the value of fixty pounds, fhall have 
aright to give his vote for the fenators for the diftri@ of which he is 
an inhabitant. And to remove all doubts concerning the meaning of 
the word ‘ inhabitant,’? in this conftitution, every perfon fhall be 
confidered as an inhabitant, for the purpofe of electing and being 
elected into any office or place within this State, in that town, diftri, 
or plantation, where he dwelleth, or hath his home. 
The felec&t men of the feveral towns fhall. prefide at fuch meetings 


impartially, and fhall receive the votes of all the inhabitants of fuch 


towns prefent, and qualified to vote for fenators, and fhall fort and 
count them in open town meeting, and in prefence of the town clerk,. 
who fhall make a fair record, in prefence ot the fele&t men, and in. 
open town meeting, of theyname of every perfon voted: for, and of 
the number of votes againft his name; and a fair copy of this record. 
fhall be attefted by the felect men and the town clerk, and fhall be 
fealed up, directed to the fecretary of the Commonwealth for the 
time being, with a fuperfcription expreiling the purport of the con- 
tents thereof, and delivered by the town clerk of fuch towns to the 
fheriff of the county in which fuch town lies, thirty days at leaft be- 
fore the laft Wednefday in May annually ; or it fail be delivered into 


the fecretary’s office feventeen days at leaft before the faid laft Wed- 


nefday in May; and the fheriffof each county fhall deliver all fuch 
certificates by him received into the fecretary’s ofice feventeen days 


before the faid laft Wednefilay in May. 


And the inhabitants of plantations unincorporated, qualified as this . 
conftitution provides, who are or fhall be impowered or required to 


-affefs taxes. upon themfelves towards the fupport of government, 
| fhall have the fame privilege of voting for counfellors and fenators in 
| the plantations where they refide, as town,inhabitants have in their re- 


{pective towns; and the plantation meetings for that purpote fhall be: 
held annually on the fame firft Monday in April, at fuch place i in the 
plantations 
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Plantations refpectively as the affeffors thereof thall direét ; which 
affeffors fhall have like authority for notifying the electors, collecting 
and returning the votes, as the feleét men and town clerks have in their 
feveral towns by this conftitution. And all other perfons living in 
places unincorporated (qualified as aforefaid) who fhall be affeffed to 
the fupport of government by the affeffors of an adjacent town, fhall 
have the privilege of giving in their votes for counfellors and fenators, 
in the town where they fhall be affeifed, and be notified of the place of 
meeting by the felect men of the town where they fhall be affeffed, 
for that purpofe accordingly. 

i{I. And that there may be a due convention of fenators on the laft 
Wednefday in May, annually, the governor and five of the council » 
fer the time being fhall, as foon as may be, examine the returned 
copies of fuch records ; and fourteen days before the faid day he fhall 
iffue his fummons to fuch perfons as fhali appear to be chofen by the 
majority of voters, to attend on that day and take their feats accor 
dingly; provided neverthelefs, that for the firft year the faid returned 
copies fhall be examined by the prefident and five of the council of the 
former conflitution of government; and the faid prefident fhall, in 
like manner, iffue his fummons to the perfons fo elected, that they 
may take their feats as aforefaid. , 

IV. The Senate fhall be the final judge of the elections, returns, 
and qualifications of their own members, as pointed out in the conftitu= 
tion, and fhall, on the faid laft Wednefday in May annually, deter- 
mine and declare who are elected by each diftrict to be fenators by a 
majority of votes: and incafe there fhall not appear to. be the full 
number of fenators elected by a majority of votes for any diftri€t, 
the deficiency fhall be fupplied in the following manner, viz. The 
members of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, and fuch fenators as fhall 
be declared ele&ted, fhall take the names of fuch perfons as fhall be. 
found to have the higheft number of votes in fuch diftri@, and not 
elected, amounting to twice the number of fenators wanting, if 
there be fo many voted for; .and out of thefe fhall ele@& by ballot a 
number of fenators fufficient to fill up the vacancies in fuch diftriét 
and in this manner all fuch vacancies fhall be filled in every diftri& 
of the Commonwealth; and in like manner all vacancies in the 
Senate, artfing by death, removal out of the State, or other- 
wile, fhall be fupplied as foon as may be, after fuch vacancies fhalt 

Ahappen. ) 
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Vix Provided neverthelefs, that no perfon fall be capable of being 
elected as a fenator, who is not feifed in his own right of a freehold 
within thig Commonwealth of the value of three hundred pounds at 
eaft, or pofleffed of perfonal eftate to the value, of fix hundred 
pounds at leaft, or of both to the amount of the fame fum, and who. 
has not. been an inhabitant of this Commonwealth for the fpace of 
five years immediately preceding his election, and at the time of 
his eleétien he fhall be an inhabitant in the diftri@t for which he fhall 
be chofen. tre : 

VI. The Senate fhall have power to adjourn themielves, provided 
fuch adjournments do not exceed two days at a time. - 

VII. The Senate fhall chufe its own prefident, appoint its own of: 
ficers, and determine its own rules of proceedings. 

VIll. The Senate fhall be a court with full authority to ‘hear and des 
termine all impeachments made by the Houfe of Reprefentatives 
againft any officer or officers of the Commonwealth, for mifcon- 
duét and mal-adminiftration in their offices. But previous to the trial 


of every impeachment, the members of the Senate {hall refpetively 


be {worn, truly and impartially to try and determine the charge in 
queftion according to evidence. Their judgment, however, fhall 
not extend further than to removal from office, and dilg ualification to 
hold or enjoy any place or honour, truft, or profit, under this Com- 
monwealth: but the party fo convicted fhall be, neverthelefs, liable 

to indictment, trial, judgment, and punithment, according to the 


Jaws of the land. 


IX. Not lefs than fixteen members of the Senate hall conftitute 


4a quorum for doing bufineis. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

I. There fhall be in the legiflature of this Commonwealth a repre 
fentation of the people annually elected, and founded upon the prin- 
ciple of equality. 

II. And in order to provide for a a a of the citizens of 
this Commonwealth founded on the principle of equality, every 


-* corporate town containing one bundred and fifty rateable polls, may 
elect one reprefentative: every corporate town containing three hun« 


dred and feventy-five rateable polls, may elect two reprefentatives : 
every corporate town containing fix hundred rateable polls, may 


_ elect three reprefentatives ; and proceeding in that manner, making 
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two hundred and twenty-five rateable polls, the mean increafing 
number for every additional reprefentative. 

Provided neverthelefs, that each town now incorporated, not hav- 
ing one hundred and filty rateable polls, may elect one reprefentative: 
but no place fhall hereafter be incorporated with the privilege of 
electing a reprefentative, unlefs there are within the fame one hun- 
dred and fifty rateable poils. 

And the Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall have power from time 
to time to impofe fines upon fuch towns as fhall negleét to chufe 
and return members to the fame, agreeably to this conftitution. 

The expences of travelling to the general aflembly, and returning 
home once in every feffion and no more, fhall be paid by the go- — 
vernment out of the public treafury, to every member who fhall at. 
tend as feafonably as he,can, ‘in the judgment of the Houfe, and does 
not depart without leave. | 

TH. Every member of the Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall be chofen 
by written votes; and for one year at leaft next preceding the elec- 
tion fhall have been an inhabitant of, and have been feifed in his 
own right of a freehold of the value of one hundred pounds within 
the town he fhall be chofen to reprefent, or any rateable eftate to 
the value of two hundred pounds ;-and he fhall ceafe to reprefent 
the faid town, immediately on his ceafing to be quelite as afore- 
faid. ; 

IV. Every male perfon, being twenty-one years of age, and refi- 
dent in any particular town in this Commonwealth for the fpace of 
one year ‘next preceding, having a freehold eftate within the fame 
town, of the annual income of three pounds, or any eftate of tlievalue 
of fixty pounds, fhall have a right to vote in the choice of a reprefen- 
tative or repreientatives for the faid town. 

V. The members of the Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall be chofen 
annually in the month of May, ten days at leaft before the laft Wed- 
nefday of that month. 

VI. The Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall be the grand inqueft of this 
Commonwealth ; and all impeachments made by them fhall be heard 
and tried by the Senate. 

VII. All money-bills fhall originate in the Houfe of Reprefenta- 
tives, but the Senate may propofe or concur with amendments as on 
other bills. | 
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VII. The Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall have power to adjourn 
themtelves, provided fuch adjournment fhall not exceed two days at 
a time. 

IX. Not lefs than fixty members of the Houfe of Geass 
fhall conftitute a quorum for doing bufinefs. 

X. The Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall be the judge of the re- 
turns, elections, and qualifications of its own members, as pointed 

out in the conititution s fhall chufe their own {peaker, appoint their 

wn officers, and fettle the rules and orders of proceeding in their 
own Houfe. They fhall have authority to punifh by imprifonment 
¢very perfon, not a member, who fhall be guilty of difrefpect to the 
Houfe, by any diforderly or contemptuous behaviour in its pre- 
fence; or who, in the town where the general court is fitting, and 
during the time of its fitting, fhall threaten harm to the body or 
eftate of any of its members, for any thing faid or done in the Honfe; 
or who fhall affault any of them therefor, or who fhall affault cr 
_arreft any witnefs or other perfon ordered to attend the Houle, in his 
‘way in. going or returning, or who fhall refewe any perfon ar refted 
by the order of the Houfe. 2 

And no member of the Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall be arrefted or 
held to bail on mefne procefs, during his going unto, returning from 
or his attending the general affembly. 

XI. The Senate fhall have the fame powers in the like cafes; and 
the governor and council fhall have the Yame authority to punifh i 
like cafes. Provided, that no imprifonment on the warrant of 

- osder of the: Governor, Council, Senate, or Houfe of Reprefentatives, 
for either of the above defcribed offences, be for a term exceeding 
thirty days. 

And the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives may try and deter- 
mine all cafes where their rights and privileges are concerned, and 

~which by the conftitution they have authority to try and determine 
by committees of their own members, or in fuch other way as they 
‘may refpectively think beff. 


GOVERNOR. 


I. There fhall be a fupreme executive magiftrate, who fhall be _ 
filed Tuz Governor of THE ComMONWEALTH oF Massacuu- 
SETTS, and whofe title fhalil be, His Excetiency. 

Pall. The governor fhall be chofen annually; and no perfon fhall be 
eligible to this office, unlefs at the time of his election he fhall have 
Ccz | 3 been 
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been an inhabitant of this Commonwealth for feven years next pres 

ceding; and unl lefs he fhall at the fame time be feifed in his own’ 
right of a freehold with 1in the Commonwealth of the value of one. 
thouiand pounds ; and unlefs he hall declare himfelf to be of ser 
Chriftian religion. 

IL. Thote perfons who hall be qualified to vote for fenators and 
yeprefentatives within the feveral towns of this Commonwealth, 
fhali, at a meeting to be called for that purpofe on'the firft Monday 
of April annually, give in their votes for a governor, to the fe: 
Jec&t men who fhall prefide at fuch meetings ; and the town-clerk, in 
the prefence, and with the affiftance of the feleét men, fhall, in open _ 
town meeting, fort and count the votes, and form a lift of the per- 
fons voted for, with the number of votes for each perfon againft his 
name ; and ihall make a fair record of the fame in the town books, 
and a public declaration thereof in the faid ‘meeting ; and hall, 
in the prefence of the inhabitants, feal up copies of the faid lift, at 
tefted by him and the felect men, and tranfmit the fame to the fheriff 
of the county, thirty days at leaft before the laft Wednefday in May,. 
and the fheriff fhall tranimit the fame to the fecretary’s office, feven- 
teen days at leaft before the faid latt Wednefday i in May ; or the fe- : 
de& men may caufe returns of the fame to be made to the office of 
the fecretary of the Commonwealth, feventeen days at leaft before 
the faid day; and the fecretary fhall lay, the fame before the Senate, . 
and the Houfe of Reprefentatives, on the laft Wednefday in May, 
to be by ‘them examined ; and in cafe of an eleéction by the majority 
of all the votes returned, the choice fhall be by them declared and’ 
publifhed ; but if no perfon dhall have a majority of votes, the 
Houle of Reprefentatives fhall, by ballot, eleét two out of four per 
fons who had the hi igheft number of votes s, if fo many fhall have been 
voted for; but if otherwife, out of the number ‘voted for, and 
make return to the Senate of the two perfons fo elected, on which the 
Senate fhall proceed. by ballot, to elect one, who thall be declared, 
governor. | 

IV. The governor fhall have authori ity from time to time, at his 
difcretion,’ to affemble and call togethe r the countfellors of this Com- 
monwealth. for’ the time being ; and the governor, ‘with the faid 
counfellors, or five of them at Jeaft, fhall and may, from time to 
une hold and keep a council for the ordering and direéting the afs 

airs of the Commonwealth, aereeubly to the conftitution and the | 
laws of the sani 
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V. The governor, with advice of council, fhall have full power 
and authority, during the feffion of the general court, to adjourn or 
prorogue the fame, to any time the two Houfes fhall defire; and to 
diffolve the fame, on the day next preceding the latt Wednefday ia 
‘May; and, in the recefs of the faid court, to prorogue the fame, 
from time to time, not exceeding ninety days in any one recefs: and to 
eall it together fooner than the time to which it may be adjourned or 
prorogued, if the welfare of the Commonwealth fhall require the 
fame. And in cafe of any infectious diftemper prevailing in the place 
where the faid court is next at any time to convene, or any other 
caufe happening whereby danger may arife to the health or lives of * 
the members from their attendance, he may direét the feffion to be 
held at fome other the moft convenient place within the State. 

And the governor fhall diffolve the faid general court on the day 
next preceding the laft Wednefday in May. 

Vi. In cafes of difagreement between the two Houfes, with regard 
to the neceflity, expediency, or time of adjournment or prorogation, 
the governor, with the advice of the council, fhall have a right to 
adjourn or prorogue the general court, not exceeding ninety days, as 
he fhall determine the public good fhall require. 

Vil. The governor of this Commonwealth for the time being 
fhall be the commander in chief of the ar my and navy, and of all 
the military forces of the State by fea and land ; and fhall have full 
power by himfelf, or by any commander, or other officer or officers, 
from time to time to train, inftruct, exercife and govern the militia and 
navy, and for the fpecial defence and fafety of the Commonwealth, to 
affemble in martial array, and put in warlike pofture, the inhabitants 
thereof ; and to lead and conduét them, and with them to encounter, 
repel, refift, expel, and purfye, by force of arms, as well by fea as 
by land, within or without the limits of this Commonwealth ; and 
alfo to kill, flay, and deftroy, if neceflary, and conquer, by all fit- 
ting ways, enterprizes, and means whatioever, all and every fuch 
perfon and perfons as fhall, at any time hereafter, in a hoftile.man- 
ner attempt or enterprife the deftruction, invafion, detriment, or 
annoyance of this Commonwealth ; and to ufe and exercife, over 
the army and navy, and over the militia in actual fervice, the law- 
martial, in time of war or invafion, and alfo in time of rebellion, 
deci ared by the legiflature to exift, as occafion fhail neceffarily re- 
quire ; and to take and-furprife by all ways and means whatfoever, 
all and every fuch perfon or perfons, with their fhips, arms, arn 

munition, 


198 GENERAL DESCRIPTION 


munition, and other goods, as fhall in a hoftile manner invade, or 
attempt the invading, conquering, or annoying this Commonwealth; 
and that the governor be entrufted with all thefe and other powers 
incident to the oflices of captain-general and commander in chief, 
and admiral, to be exercifed agreeably to the rules and regulations 
of the conftitution, and the ays ys of the land, and not otherwife. 

Prov ided, that the faid governor fhall not, at any time hereafter, 
by virtue of any power by this conftitution granted, or hereafter to 
be granted to him by the legiflature, tranfort any of the inhabi- 
tants of this Commonwealth, or oblige them. to march out of the 
jimits of the fame, without their free and voluntary confent, or the 
confent of the general court; except fo far as may be neceffary to — 
march or tran{port them by land, or water, for the defence of fuch 
part of the State to which they cannot otherwife conveniently have 
accels, . 
VU. The power of pardoning offences, except fuch as perfons 
may be convicted of before the Senate by an impeachment of the 
Honfe, fhall be in the. governor, by and with the advice of the 
council: but no charter of pardon granted by the governor, with 
the advice of the council, .before conviction, fhall avail the party 
pleading the fame, notwithftanding any general or particular expref- 
fions contained therein delenipaye of the offence or offences intended 
to be pardoned. ; | 

1X. -All judicial officers, the attorney-general, folicitor-general, 
all fheriffs, coroners, and regifters of probate, fhall be nominated 
and appointed by the governor, by and with the advice and confent 
‘of the council; and every fuch nomination fhall be made by the go- 
vernor, and made at leaft feven days prior to fuch appointment. 

X. The captains and fubalterns of the militia fhall be elected by 
the written votes of the train-band and alarm-lift of their refpective 
companies of twenty-one-years of age and upwards: the field ofk- 
cers of regiments fhall be elected by the written votes of the captains 
and fubalterns of their refpective regiments: the brigadiers fhal be 
elected in like manner by the field officers of their refpetive bri- 
gades: and fuch officers fo elected thall be commifoned by the go- 
vernor, who fhall determine their rank. . 

The legiflature fhall, by ftanding laws, direct the time and man- 
ner of convening the electors, and of colleéting votes, ando cer- 
_tifying to the governor the officers elected. 
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~The major-generals fhall be appointed by the Senate and Houle: 
of Reprefentatives, each having a negative upon the other ; and be 
commitlioned by the governor. : 

And if the electors of brigadiers, field officers, captains, or fub- 
alterns, fhall neglect or refute to make fuch elections, after being duly 
notified, according to the laws for the time being, then the gover- 
nor, with advice of council, fhall appoint fuitable perfons to fill fuch 
offices. : 

_ And no officer, duly commiffioned to command in the militia, fhall 
be removed from his office, but by the addrefs of both Houitles to 
the governor, or by fair trial in court- martial, purfuant to the laws 
of the Commonwealth for the time being. : 

The commanding officers of regiments fhall appoint their adju- 
tants and quarter-mafters; the brigadiers their brigade-majors ; and_ 
the major-generals their aids; and the governor fhall appoint the 

 adjutant-general. 
The governor, with advice of ‘council, fhall appoint all officers of 


" the continental army, whom, by the confederation of the United 


States, it is, provided, that this Commonwealth fhall appoint, as alfo 
all officers of forts and garrifons. 

The divifions of the mila into brigades, regiments and compa- 
nies, made im puriuance of the militia laws now in force,’ fhall be 
confidered as the proner divifions of the militia of this Common. 
. wealth, until. the fame fhall be altered in purfuance of fome future 
* Taw. | ; 

XI. No monies fhall be iffued out of the treafury of this Com- 
monwealth, and difpofed of (except fuch fums as may be appropri. 
ated for the redemption of bills-of credit or treafurers notes, or for 
the payment of interefts arifing thereon) but by warrant under the - 
hand of the governor for the time being, with the advice and confent 
ef.the council, for the neceflary defence and fupport of the Com- 
monwealth; and for the protection and prefervation of the inhabitants 
thereof, agreeably to the aéts and refolves of the general court. 

XII. All public boards, the commiffary-general, all fuperintend- 
ing officers of public magazines and ftores belonging to this Com- 
monwealth, and all commanding officers of forts and garrifons within 
_ the fame, fhall once in every three months, officially, and without 
_ fequifition, and at other times wher required by the governor, de- 
jiver to him an account of all goods, flores, provifions, ammunition, 
gannon sac their appendages, and finall-arms with their accoutre- 
iil 3 ments, 
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ments, and of all other public property whatever under their care 
refpectively 5 diftinguifhing the quantity, number; quality and kind 
of each, as particularly as may be; together with the condition of 
fuch forts and garrifons: and the faid commanding officer fhall ex- 
hibit to the governor, when required by him, true and exact plars 
ef fuch forts, and of the-Jand and fea, or harbour or harbours ad- 
jacent. , 

And the faid boards, and all public officers, fhall communicate to 
the governor, as foon as.may be after receiving the fame, all letters, 
difpatchées, and intelligence of a public nature, which fhall be di- 
rected to them refpedtively. 

XIII. As the public good requires that the governor fhould not 
be under the undue influence of any of the members of the general 
court, by a dependence on them for his fupport—that he fhould in 
all cafes act with freedom for the benefit of the puslic—that he 
fhould not have his attention neceffarily diverted from that object to 
his private concerns—and that he fhould maintain the dignity of the 
Commonwealth in the charaéter of its chief magiftrate, it is necef< 
fary that he fhould have an honourable ftated falary, of a fixed and 
permanent valtte, amply fufficient for thofe purpofes, and eftablifhed 
by ftanding laws; and it fhall be among the firit acts of the general 
eourt, after the commencement of this conftitution, to eftablith fuch 
Jalary by law accordingly. 

. Permanent and honourable falaries fhall alfo be eftablifhed by law 
ie the juftices « of the e fupreme judicial court. 

And if it fhall be found that any of the falaries aforefaid, fo efta- 
blifhed, are infuflicient, they fhall from time to time be enlarged as 
the general court fhall Judge PIQUE 


LIEUTENANT- GO VERN ORe 


J. There fhall be annually elected a lieutenant: -governor of the 
. Commonwealth of Maffachufetts, whofe title fhall be, His Honour; 
and who fhall be qualified, in point of religion, property, and refi- 
dence in the Commonwealth, in the fame manner with the gover- 
nor: and tke day and manner of his election, and the qualifications. 
of the electors, fhall be the fame as are required in the election of 
a governor. The return of the votes for this officer, and the decla- 
ration of ‘hise election, fhall be-in-the fame manner: and if no one ) 
perfon fhall be found to have a majority of all the votes returned, 
the vacancy fhall be filled by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefenta- 
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tives, in the fame manner as the governor is to be clected, ineafe no one 
perfon fhall have a majority of the votes of the people to be governor. 


Wj. The governor, and in his abfence the lieutenant-governor, 


fall be prefident of the council, but fhall have no vote in council F 
and the lieutenant-governor fhall always be a member of the coun- 
cil, except when the chair of the governor fhall be vacant. 

III. Whenever the chair of the governor fhall be vacant, by rea- 
fon of his death, or abfence from the Commonwealth, or otherwife, 
_ the lieutenant-governor for the time being fhall, during fuch va- 
_cancy, perform all the duties incumbent upon the governor, and fhall 
have and exercife all the powers and authorities which by this con- 
ftitution the: governor is vefted with when perfonally prefent. 


' COUNCIL. 


‘T. There fhall be a council for advifing the governot in the exe-" 


cutive part of government, to confift of nine perfons befides the 
lieutenant-governor, whom the governor for the time being fhall have 
full power and authority, from time to time, at his difer etion, to 
affemble and call together. And the governor, with the faid coun- 
fellors, or five of them at leaft, fhall and may, from time to time, 
hold and keep a council, for the ordering and dire¢ting the affairs of 
. the Commonwealth according to the laws of the land. 

Il. Nine counfellors hall be annually. chofen from among thie 
-_perfons returned for counfellors and fenators, ‘on the lat Wednetday 


in May, by the joint ballot of the fenators and reprefentatives af- — 


—fembled in one room; and in cafe there fhall not be found, upon 
the firft choice, the Ble number of nine perfons who will accept a 
feat in the council, the deficiency fhall be made up by the electors 
aforefaid from among the people at large, and the number of fena- 
tors left fhall conftitute the Senate for the year. The feats of the per- 
fons thus elected from the Senate, and accepting the truft, fhall ne 
vacated in the Senate. 

Ail. The counfellors, in the civil arrangements of the Commons 
wealth, fhall have rank next after the lieutenantegovernor. | | 

_ IV. Not more than two counfellors fhall be chofen out of any one 
aifvia of this Commonwealth. 

V. The refolutions and advice of the council fhall be recorded in 
a regifter, and figned by the members prefent, and this record may 
be called for at any time by either Houfe of the legiilature, and any 
member of the council may infert his opinion contrary to the — 


lution of the majority, 
Voi. II. Dd Vi. When- 
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VI. Whenever the office of the governor and lieutenant:governor 
fhall be vacant, by reafon of death, abfence, or otherwife, then the 
council, or the major part of them, fhall, during fuch vacancy, have 
full power and authority to do, and execute, all and every fuch aéts 
matters and things, as the governor, or the lieutenant-governor, 
might or could, by virtue of this conftitution, do or execute, if they 
or either of them were perfonally prefent. 

VII. And whereas the elections appointed to be made by: this 
conftitution, on the laft Wednefday in May annually, by the two 
Houfes of the legiflature, may not be completed on that day, the 
faid elections may be adjourned from day to day until the fame fhall 
be completed. And the order of elections fhall be as follows: The 
vacancies in the Senate, if any, fhall firft be filled up; the governor 
and Heutenant-gavernor fhall then be elected, provided there fhould 
be no choice of them by the people ; and afterwards the two Houfes 
fhall proceed to the election of the council. 


SECRETARY, TREASURER, COMMISSARY, &C. 


I. The fecretary, treafurer and receiver-general, and the commif- 
fary-general, notaries public, and naval officers, fhall be chofen an- 
nually, by joint ballot of the fenators and reprefentatives, in one 
room. And that the citizens of this Commonwealth may be affured, 
from time to time, that the monies remaining in the public treafury, 
upon the fettlement and liquidation of the public accounts, are their 
property, no man fhall be eligible as treafurer and receiver-general 
more than five years fucceflively. 

II, The records of the Conimonwealth fhall be kept in the office 
of the fecretary, who may appoint his deputies, for whofe conduct 
he fhall be accountable ; and he fhall attend the governor and coun- 
cil, the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives, in perfon, or by his 
deputies, as they. fhall refpectively require. 


JUDICIARY POWER. 


I, The tenure.that all commiffion officers fhall by law have in their 
offices fhall be expreffed in their refpective commiffions. All judi- 
cial officers, duly appointed, commiffioned and {worn, fhall hold 
their offices during good behaviour, excepting fuch concerning whom 
there is different provifion made in this conflitution ; provided, ne= 
yertheiefs, the governor, with confent of the council, may remove 
them upon the addrefs of both Houfes of the Legiflature. 

4 Il. Each 


OF MASSACHUSETTS. 203 


fi. Each branch of the Legiflature, as well as the governor and 
council, fha!l have authority to require the opinions of the juftices 
of the fupreme judicial court upon important queftions of law, and 
upon folemn occafions. , 

III. In order that the people may not fuffer from the long con. 
tinuance in place of any juftice of the peace, who fhall fail of dif- 
charging the important duties of his office with ability or fidelity, 
all commiflions of juftices of the peace fhall expire and become void 
in the term of feven years from their refpective dates ; and upon the 
expiration of any commiffion, the fame may, if neceffury, be re- 
newed, or another perfon appointed, as fhall moft conduce to the 
well-being of the Commonwealth. 7 

IV. The judges of probate of wills, and for granting letters of 
adminiftration, fhall hold their courts at fuch place or places, on 
fixed days, as the convenience of the people fhall require ; and the 
Legiflature fhall, from time to time, hereafter appoint fuch times and 
places; until which appointments, the faid courts fhall be holden at 
the times and places which the refpective judges fhall direét. 

V. All caufes of marriage, divorce and alimony, and all appeals 
from: the judges of probate, fhall be heard and determined by the 
governor and council, until the Legiflature fhall by law make other 
provifion. 

DELEGATES TO CONGRESS. 

The delegates of this Conimonwealth to the Congrefs of the 
United States fhall, fome time in the month of June annually, be 
elected by the joint ballot of the Senate and Houfe of Reprefenta- 
tives, affembled together in oné room, to ferve in Congrefs for one 
year, to commence on the firft Monday in November then next en- 
fuing. They fhall have commiffions under the hand of the governor 
and the great feal of the Commonwealth, but may be recalled at any 
time within the year, and others chofen and commiffioned, in the 
fame manner, in their flead. 


UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE, , 


I. Whereas our wife and pious anceftors, fo early as the year 
1636, laid the foundation of Harvard College, in which univerfity 
many perfons of great eminence have, by the blefling of God, been 
initiated in thofe arts and feiences which qualified them for public 
employments, both in church and {tate : and whereas the encourage: | 
ment of arts and fciences, and all good literature, tends to the ho- 
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nour of God, the advantage of the Chriftian religion, and the great 
benefit of this and the other United States of America; it is declared, 
that the prefident and fellows of Harvard College, in their corpo- 
rate capacity, and their fucceffors in that capacity, their officers and 
fervants, fhall have, hold, ufe, exercife and enjoy all the powers, 
authorities, rights, liberties, privileges, immunities and franchifes, 
which they now have, or are entitled to have, hold, ufe, exercife 
and enjoy: and the fame are hereby ratified and confirmed unto 
them, the faid prefident and fellows of Harvard College, and to their 
fucceffors, and to their officers and fervants, refpectively, for ever. 

tf. And whereas there have been at fundry times, ‘by divers per- 
fons, gifts, grants, devifes of houfes, lands, tenements, goods, chaty 
tels, legacies and conveyances, heretofore made, either to Harvard 
College, in Cambridge, in New-England, or to the prefident and 
fellows of Harvard College, or to the faid college by fome other 
defcription, under feveral charters fucceflively ; it is declared, that 
all the faid gifts, grants, devifes, legacies and conveyances, are hereby 
for ever confirmed unto the prefident and fellows of Harvard Col- 
lege, and to their fucceffors in the capacity aforefaid, according to 
the true intent and meaning of the donor or donors, grantor or 
grantors, devifor.or devifors. 

III. And whereas, by an act of the general court of the colony of 
Maffachufetts bay, paffed in the year 1642; the governor and deputy- 
governor for the time being, and all the magiftrates of that jurily 
cd éion, were, with the prefident, and a number of the clergy in the 
faid at defcribed, conftituted the overfeers of Harvard College: and 
it being neceflary, in this new conftitution of government, to afcer- 
tain who fhall be deemed fucceffors to the faid governor, deputy- 
governor, and magiftrates: it is declared, that the governor, lieu- 
tenant-governor, council, and Senate of this Commonwealth are, 
and fhall be deemed their fucceffors; who, with the pretident of 
Harvard College for the time being, together with the minifters of 
the congregational churches in the towns of Cambridge, Water- 
town, Charlefton, Bofton, Roxbury and Dorchefter, mentioned in 
the faid aét, fhall be, and hereby are, vefted with all the powers and 
authority belonging, pr in any way appertaining, to the overfeers of 
Harvard College ; provided, that nothing herein fhall be conftrued 
to prevent the Legiflature of this Commonwealth from making fuch 
alterations in the government of the faid univerlity, as fhall be con- 
ducive to its advantage, and the interefi of the republic of letters, in 
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as full a manner as might have been done by the Legiflature of the 
‘late province of the Maffachufetts bay. 


ENCOURAGEMENT OF LITERATURE. 


Wifdom and knowledge, as well as virtue, diffufed generally 
among tke body of the people, being neceffary for the prefervation 
of their rights and liberties; and as thefe depend on fpreading the 
opportunities and advantages of education in the various parts of 
the country, and among the different orders of the people ; it fhall 
be the duty of the legiflatures and magiftrates, in all future periods 
of this Commonwealth, to cherith the interefts of literature and the 
{ciences, and all feminaries of them; efpecially the univerfity at 
Cambridge, public fchools and grammar {fchools in the towns; to 
encourage private focieties and public inftitutions, rewards and im- 
munities, for the promotion of agriculture, arts, {ciences, commerce, 
trades, manufactures, and a natural hiftory of the country ; to coun- 
tenance and inculcate the principles of humanity and general bene- 
volence, public and private charity, induftry and frugality, honefty 
~ and punctuality in their dealings ; fincerity, good-humour, and all 
focial affections and generous fentiments among the people. 


OATHS AND SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


Any perfon chofen governor, lieutenant-governor, counfellor, 
fenator, or reprefentative, and accepting the truft, fhall, before he 
proceed to execute the duties of his place or office, make and fub- 
f{cribe the following declaration, viz. 

«“ T A.B. do declare, that I believe the Chritian religion, and 
have a firm perfuafion of its truth; and that Lam feifed and pof- 
fefled, in my own right, of the pr operty required by the conftitu- 
tion as one qualification for the office or place to which Iam ele@ted.” 

And the governor, lieutenant-governor, and counfellors, fhall. 
make and fubfcribe the faid declaration in the prefence of the two 
Honfes of Affembly ; and the fenators and reprefentatives firft elected 
under this conftitution, before the prefident and five of the coancil 
of the former conftitution, and for ever afterwards before the gover~ 
nor and council for the time being. 

And every perfon chofen to either of the places or offices afore. 


4 


faid, as alfo any perfon appointed or commiffioned to any judicial, 
executive, military, or other office under the government, fhall, be- 
fore he enters on the difcharge ef the bufinefs of his place or office, . 

: take 
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take and fubfcribe the following declaration, and oaths or affirma- 
tions, viz. f ; 

« J A. B. do truly and fincerely acknowledge, profefs, teftify, 
and declare, that the Commonwealth of Maffachufetts is, and of 
right ought to be, a free, fovereign, and independent State; and I do 
fwear, that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the faid Commons 
wealth, and that I will defend the fame againft traiterous conipiracics 
and all hoftile attempts whatfoever: and that I do renounce and abjure 
all allegiance, fubjection, and obedience, to the King, Queen, or go- 
vernment of Great-Britain (as the cafe may be) and every other foreign 
power whatfoever: and that no foreign prince, perfon, prelate, ftate, 
or potentate, hath, or ought to have, any jurifdiction, fuperiority, 
pre-eminence, authority, difpenfing or other power, in any matter, 
eivil, ecclefiaftical, or {piritual, within this Commonwealth, except the 
authority or power which is or may be vefted by their conftituents in 
the Congrefs of the United States. And Ido further teftify and de- 
clare, that no man or body of men hath or can have any right to ab- 
folve or difcharge me from the obligation of this oath, declaration, or 
airmation ; and that Ido make this acknowledgment, profefiion, 
teflimony, declaration, dénial, renunciation, and abjuration, heartily 
and truly, according to the common meaning and acceptation of the 
foregoing words, without any equivocation, mental evafion, or fecret 
refervation whatfoever. So help me God,” 

«“ 1 A.B. do folemnly {wear and affirm, that I will faithfully and 
impartially difeharge and perform all the duties incumbent on me as 

_ according to the beft of my abilities and underftanding, 
aereeably to the rules and regulations of the conftitution, and the 
laws of this Commonwealth. So help me God,” 

Provided always, that when any perfon chofen or appointed as 
aforefaid, fhall be of the denomination of the people called Quakers, - 
and fhall decline taking the faid oaths, he fhall make his affirmation 
in the foregoing form, and fubfcribe the fame, omitting the words, 
“© Fido fwear,” “and abjure,” “ oath or,”  abjuration,’? in the 
firft oath ; and in the fecond oath, the words, “ /fwear and,” and in 
each of them the words, ‘¢ So help me Gor,’* {ubjoining inftead 
thereof, ** This I do under the pains and penalties of perjury.” 

And the said oaths or affirmations fhall be taken and fubferibed by 
the governor, lieutenant-governor, and counfellors, before the 
prefident of the Senate in the prefence of the two Houfes of Affem- 
bly; and by the fenators and reprefentatives firft elected under this 
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conftitution, before the prefident and five of the council of the former 
conftitution, and for ever afterwards before the governor and council 
for the time being, and by the refidue of the officers aforefaid, before 
fuch perfons and in fuch manner as from time to time fhall be pre- 
feribed by the legiflature. . 

DISQUALIFICATIONS FOR OFFICE. 

No governor, heiutenant-governor, or judge of the Supreme 
Judicial Court, fhall hold any other office or place under the autho« 
thority of this Commonwealth, except fuch as by this conftitution they 
are admitted to holds faving that the judges of the faid court may 
hold the offices of juflices of thepeace through the State ; nor {hall 
they hold any other place or office, or receive any penfion or falary 
from any other ftate or government or power whatever. 

No perfon fhall be capable of holding or exercifing at the fame 
time more than one of the following offices within this State, viz. 
judge of probate, fheriil, regifter of probate, or regifter of deeds; and 
never more than any two oflices which are to be held by appointment 
of the governor, or the governor and council, or the Senate, or the 
Houle of Reprefentatives, or by the election of the people of the 
State at large, or of the people of any country, military offices 
and the offices of jufticés of the peace excepted, fhall be held by one 
perfon. 

No perfon holding the office of judge of the Supreme Judicial 
Court, fecretary, attorney-general, folicitor-general, treafurer, or 
receiver-general, judge of probate, commiffary-general ; prefident, 
profeffor, or inftructor of Harvard college; fheriff, clerk of the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives, regifter of probate, regifter of deeds, 
clerk of the Supreme Judicial Court, clerk of the inferior court 
of Common Pleas, or officer of the cuftoms, including in this 
defcription naval officers, fhall at the fame time have a feat in the 
Senate or Houfe of Reprefentatives ; but their being chofen or ap- 
pointed to, and accepting the fame, fhall operate asa refignation of 
their feat in the Senate or Houfe of Reprefentatives, and the place fo 
vacated fhall be filled UD. 

And the fame rule fhall take place in cafe any judge of the faid 
Supreme Judicial Court, or judge of probate, fhall accept of a feat in 
council; or any counfellor fhall accept of either of thofe offices or 
places. . 

And no perfon fhall ever be admitted to hold a feat in the legifa- 
ture, or any office of truft or importance under the governinent of 
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this Commonwealth, who fhall, in the due courfe of law, have 
been convicted of bribery or corruption in obtaining an election or 


appointment. 


PECUNIARY QUALIFICATIONS FOR OFFICE, 


In all cafes where fums of money are mentioned in this contfti- 
tution of qualifications, the value thereof fhall be computed in filver, 
at fix fhillings and eight-pence per ounce; and it fhall be in the 
power of the legiflature from time to time fo increafe fuch qualifi- 
cations, as to property of the perfons to be elected into offices, as 
the circumftances of the Commonwealth fhall require. 


COMMISSIONS. 


All commiffions fhall be in the name of the Commonwealth of 
Maffachufetts, figned by the governor, and attefted by the fe- 
cretary or his deputy, and have the great feal of the Common- 
wealth affixed thereto. 

WRITS. 

All writs iffuing out of the clerk’s office in any of the courts of 
law fhall be in the name of the Commonwealth of Maffachufetts ; 
they fhall be under the feal of the court from whence they iffue ; 
they fhall bear teft of the firft juftice of the court to which they 
fhall be returnable who is not a party, and be figned by the clerk 
of fuch court. 


CONFIRMATION OF LAWS. 


All the laws which have heretofore been adopted, ufed and ap- 
proved in the province, colony, or State of Maffachufetts bay, and 
ufually practifed on in the courts of law, fhall fill remain and 
be in full force, until altered or repealed by the legiflature; fuch 
parts only excepted as are repugnant to the rights and liberties 
contained in this conititution. | 


HABEAS CORPUS, 


The privilege and benefit of the writ of habeas corpus fhall be en- 
joyed in this Commonwealth, in the moft free, eafy, cheap, ex- 
peditious, and ample manner ; and fhall not be fufpended by the 
legiflature, except upon the moft urgent and preffing occafions, and 
for a limited time not-exceeding twelve months. 
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ENACTING STILE OF LAWS. 


The enacting ftile in making and pafling all atts, ftatutes, and 
laws, fhall be, ‘ Be it enaéted by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefen- 
‘tatives in general court affembled, and by the authority of the fame,” 


CONTINUANCE OF OFFICERS. 


_ Tothe end there may be no failure of juftice, or danger arife 
‘to the Commonwealth from the change of the form of government—~ 
all officers, civil and military, holding commiffions under the go- 
vernment and people of Maffachufetts bay, in New-England, and all 
other officers of the faid government and people, at the time this cons 
ffitution fhall take effect, fhall have, hold, ufe, exercite, and en- 
joy all the powers and authority to them granted or committed, 
until other perfons fhall be appointed in their ftead; and all courts 
of law fhall proceed in the execution of the bufinefs of their refpec- 
tive departments ; and all the executive and legiflative officers, bodies, 
and powers, fliall continue in full force, in the enjoyment and 
exercife of all their trufts, employments, and authority, until 
the general court, and the fupreme and executive officers under 
this conftitution, are defignated and invefted with their refpective 
trufts, powers, and authority. 


PROVISION FOR REVISAL.. 


In order the more effectually to adhere to the principles of this 
conftitution, and to correét thofe violations which by any means 
may be made therein, as well as to form fuch alterations as from ex- 
perience fhall be found neceffary, the general court which fhall be in 
the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-five, 
thall iffue precepts to the felect men of the feveral towns, and to the 
affeffors of the unincorporated plantations, directing them to convene 
the qualified voters of their refpective towns and plantations, for the 
purpofe of collecting their fentiments on the neceflity or expediency: 
of revifing the conftitution, in order to amendments. 

And if it fhall appear by the returns made, that two-thirds of the 
qualified voters throughout the State, who fhall affemble and vote in 
confequence of the faid precept, are in favour of fuch revifion and 

amendment, the general court fhall iffue precepts, or direct them to 
‘be iffued from the fecretary’s office to the feveral towns, to elect de- 
legates to meet in convention for the purpofe aforefaid. — 
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The faid delegates to be chofen in the fame manner and propor 
tion as their reprefentatives in the fecond branch of the legiflature 
are by this conftitution to be chofen. 


CONCLUSION. 


This form of government fhall be enrolled on parchment, and 
depofited in the fecretary’s office, and be a part of the laws of the 
land ; and printed copies thereof fhall be prefixed to the book con- 
taining the laws of this Commonwealth, in all future editions of 
the faid laws.* | 


* Thofe who with for a more minute hiftorical accoynt of the rife and progrefs of 
this State, are referred to Hutchinfon’s Hiftory of Maffachufetts—Minot’s Hiftory of 
the Infarre@ion in Maffachufetts—The Publications of the Hiftorical Society, in the 
_American Apollo—Hazard’s Hiftorical ColleCtions—Chalmer’s Political Annals, aad_ 
Gough’s Hiftory. of the People called Quakers. | MAT ety | | 
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DISTRICT OF 
Ai te Mp ony 
BELONGING TO MASSACHUSETTS: 


SITUATION, EXTENT, AND BOUNDARIES: 


leis province, or diftrict, is fituated between 43° and 48° north 
latitude, and 4° and g? eaft longitude from Philadelphia; it is about 
one hundred and feventy miles in length, and about one hundred. 
and twenty-five miles in breadth. It is bounded on the north by 
Lower Canada, from which it is feparated by the high lands. On the 
eaft by a river called St. Croix, and a line drawn due north from the . 
fource of the faid river to the high lands before mentioned, which fe- 
parates it from the province of New-Bruniwick; but what river is 
referred to under the name. of St. Croix, in the treaty of 1783, 
which laid the foundation of this boundary line, is at prefent a fub- 
ject of difpute between Great Britain and the United States. The 
French, according to their mode of taking poffeffion, always fixed a. 
crofs in every river they came to. Almoft every river on the coaft 
they difcovered, has, therefore, in turn been called La Riviere de St. 
Croix. . . 
There are three rivers that empty themfelves into the bay of Paffa- 
maquaddy, the eafternmoft always called by the native Indians, and 
French, St. Croix, and the middle one Schoodiac. Before the com- 
mencement of the late war, Governor Barnard fent Mr. Mitchell, a 
furveyor, and feveral others, to explore the bay of Paflamaquaddy, 
to examine the natives, and to find out which was the true river St. 
Croix. They did accordingly, and reported it to be the eafternmoft 
river, and returned correfpondent plans of their furvey. At the 
forming of the treaty of peace, the commiflioners had Mitchell’s 
maps ; and in fixing the, boundary between that-part of Nova Scotia, 
now called New-Brunfwick, and the Commonwealth of Maflachufetts, 
RS. Sib | Ees they 


O12 ' GENERAL DESCRIPTION 


they confidered it to be the river laid down by him. After the peace, 
the Britifh fubjeéts of Nova Scotia took poffeffion of all the lands be« 
tween St. Croix and Schoodiac rivers, which tract is faid to be nearly 
as large as the State of New-Hampfliure, and now hold poffefhon of 
the fame, afferting that Schoodiac is the true St. Croix; they alfo 
elaim all the iflands in the bay of Pafiamaquaddy, although feveral of 
them lie feveral miles weft oi the river which they call the boundary. 
Thus the province of Maine is, for the prefent, abridged of a very 
large portion of its territory, to which it appears, by the treaty of peace 
between Great Britain and the United States, to be entitled. It is 
bounded on the fouth by the Atlantic ocean, and on the weft by the 
- State of New-Hampihire. | 
The old province of Maine (included in the above limits) ts 
bounded on the weft by New-Hampfhire, fouth by the Atlantic ocean, 
and north and north-eaft by the land, called in fome maps Sagada- 
hock. It was fuppofed at the time of its being made a province, to have 
been one hundred and twenty miles fquare; but by a fettlement of 
the line, im 1737, on the part, or fide adjoining New-Hampfhire, | 
the form of the land was reduced from a fquare to that of a diamond, - 


AIR AND CLIMATE. 


The climate does not materially differ from the reft of New-Eng- 
Sand. The weather is more regular in the winter, which ufually 
lafts with feverity, from the middle of December to the latter end of: 
March; during this time the ponds and frefh water rivers are paflable 
on the ice, and fleighing continues uninterrupted by thaws, which 
are common in the three fouthern New-England States. Although 
vegetation in the fpring commences earlier in thofe States than in 
this diftri@, yet here it is much more rapid. The elevation of the 
Jands in yeneral—the purity of the air, which is rendered fweet and 
falubrious by the balfamic qualities of many of the foreft trees—the 
Iimpid ftreams, both large and fmall, which abundantly water this. 
country, and the regularity of the weather,. all unite to remder this 
one of the’ healthieft countries in the world. 


FACE OF THE COUNTRY, &e. 


The diftri&t of Maine, though an elevated tract of country, cannot: 
be called mountainous ; it has a fea coaft of about two hundred and! 
forty miles, in which diftance there are an abundance’ of fafe andi 
commodious harbours ; befides which there is a fecurity given ta 
: navigae 
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navigation, 6n fome part of thé coaft, by what is called the ix- 
land paffage. Almoft the whole coaft is lined with iflands, among 
which veffels may generally anchor with fafety. 

‘The principal bays are, Paffamaquaddy, Machtias, Penobfcot, 
Cafco, and Wells. Of thefe, Penobfcot and Cafco are the moft re- 
markable. Both are full of iflands, fome of which are large enough 
for towifhips. Long-Ifland, inthe center of Penobicot bay, is fif- 
teen miles in length, and from two to three in breadth, and forms 
an incorporated townfhip, by the name of Hleborough, containing 
about four hundred inhabitants. On a fine penintfula on the eatt fide 
of the bay the Britifh built a fort and made a fettlerment, which is 
now the fhire town in the county of Hancock. The points of Caico 
bay are, Cape Small Point on the eaft, and Cape Elizabeth on the ° 
weit. This bay is about twenty-five miles in width, and fourtecn in 
length, forming a moift excellent harbour for veffelsof any burden, 
and interfperfed with a multitude of iflands, fome of which are 
nearly large enough for towifhips. Wells’ bay lies between Cape 
‘Porpoife and Cape Neddock. 

The whole interior part of the country is watered by many large 
and {mall rivers; the principal are the following, as you proceed 
from eaftto weft. St. Croix, a fhort river, iffuing from a large pond: 
in the vicinity of St. John’s river, remarkable-only for its forming a 
part of the eaftern boundary of the United States. Next is Paffama- 
quaddy river, which, with the Schoodiac from the weil, falls by one 
mouth into Paflamaquaddy bay, Oppofite Mount Defert Ifland, 
which is about fifteen miles long, and twelve broad, Union river” 
empties into a large bay. A fhort diftance weft is the noble Penob- 
{eot, which rifes in two branches from the high lands; of this we 


have already {poken, as we have alfo of the Keonebeck, Amerif- . 


coggin, and the Saco,* which likewile flow through this diftrict, 
‘At the falls of the latter, which are about fix miles from the fea, the 
tiver is brokem by Indian Ifland, over which is the poft road, and 
a bridge is thrown-over each of the branches. A number of mills 
are erected here, to which logs are floated from forty and fifty miles 
above, and veffels can come quite to the mills to take in the lumber. 
Four million feet of pine boards were annually fawed at thefe mills 
before the war. Biddeford and Pepperhill borough lie on either fide 
of the mouth of this river. Moufom, York, and Cape Neddock 
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rivers, in the county of York, are fhort and inconfiderable ftreams. 
Sheepfeut isa tiver navigable for twenty or thirty miles, and emp~ 
ties itfelf into the ocean a little to the eaftward of the Kennebéck. 
On this river is the important Poa of Wifcaffet, in the townfhip of 
Pownalborough. 

Stevens’e river heads within a mile of Merry Meeting Bay, a com- 
munication with which has lately been opened by means of a canal. 
Cuffens river is between Freeport and North Yarmouth. Royals 
river empties itfelf into the fea at North Yarmouth. -Prefumfcut 
tiver meets the fea at Falmouth; it is fed by a lake called Sebacook, 
fituated at about eighteen miles N.W.of Portland, and connected 
with Long Pond on the N. W. by Sungo river. The whole extent of 
thefe waters is ss thirty miles in a N. W.and S. E. direction. 
Another river called Nonfuch, paffes to the fea through Scarborough; 
this river receives its name from its extraordinary frefhets ; indeed, 
the whole of this diftriét is beautifully interfe¢ted and adorned with 
finall lakes, rivers, &c. which render it an eligible fituation to 
the farmer and manufacturer. 


SOIL, PRODUCTIONS, &c. 


A great portion of the lands are arable, and exceedingly fertile, 
particularly between Penobfcot and Kennebeck rivers. On fome 
part of the fea coafts, however, the lands are but indifferent; but 
this defect might eafily be remedied, by manuring them with a marine 
vegetable, called rock weed, which grows on the rocks between high 
aud low water mark, all along the fhores.. It makes a moft excellent 
manure, andthe fupply is immenfe. It generally grows in this diftrié 
on all the fhores that are wafhed by the fea; and the breadth of the 
border isin proportion to the height the tide rifes, which, in the: 
eaflern part of the diftrict, is nearly thirty feet. It is eftimated that 
there aye four thoufand acres of this rock weed on this coaft, and that 
each acre will produce annually twenty loads, making in the whole 
eighty thonland loads of the beft manure, ten loads of which {pread 
Npon «an ‘acre are reckoned fufficient for three years. The country 
has a large proportion of dead fwamps. and funken lands, which are 
eafily drained, and leave a rich, fat foil. The interior country is 
univerfally reprefented as being of an excellent foil, well adapted 
both for tillage and pafture.—The lands im general are eaftly cleared, . 
having but little under-brufh. at 
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This diftri& may naturally be confidered in three WeeiGbing—T he 
firft comprehending the tract lying eaft of Penobfcot river, of about 
four million five hundred thoufand acres—The fecond, and bett 
tract, of about four million acres, lying between Penobfcot and 
Kennebeck rivers—The third, which was firft fettled, and is the moft 
populous at prefent, weft of Kenuebeck river, containing alfo about 
four million acres, 

The foil of this country, however, in general, where it is properly 
fitted to receive the feed, appears to be very friendly to the growth 
of wheat, rye, barley, oats, peas, hemp, and flax, as well as to the 
productign of almoft all kinds of culinary roots and plants, Englifla 
grafs, and Indian corn, provided the feed be procured from a more 
northern climate. Hops are the fpontaneous growth of this coun- 
try. It is yet problematical, whether apple and other fruit trees 
will flourifh in the northern and eaftern parts of this diftrid. It is 
faid, however, that a century ago, there were good orchards within 
the county of Wafhington, about the bay of Paflamaquaddy, which 
were deftroyed aiter Colonel Church broke up the French fettlements 
at that place. From fome experimements of the prefent inhabitants, 
the prefumption is rather againft the growth of fruit trees. In the 
gounties of York and Cumberland, fruit is as plenty as in New- 
Hampthire. This country is equally as good for grazing as for til- 

lage, and large ftocks of neat cattle may be fed both in fummer and 
winter, 

The natural productions confift of white pine and fpruce trees in 
Jarge quantities, fuitable for matts, boards, and fhingles : the white 
pine is, perhaps, of all others, the moft ufeful and important ; no 
wood will fupply its place with advantage in building. Maple, beech, 
white and grey oak, and yellow birch, are the growth of this country. 

, The birch is alarge fightly tree, and is ufed for cabinet work, andre. 
ceives a polith little inferior to mahogany. The outer bark, which 
confifts of a great number of | ayers, when feparated, is as fmooth and 
foft as the beft writing paper, and in fome cafes isa tolerable fubftitute 
for it. The low lands produce fir, but it is unfit for timber, and of but 
little worth for fuel, it however yields a balfam that is highly prized. 

. This balfam, is contained in {mall protuberances like blitters, under 

the fmooth bark of the tree, which is an evergreen, refembling the 
fpruce, but very tapering, and neither tall nor large. 

Mountain and bog iron are found in feveral parts of this diftrié, 
and fome works have been erected for its manufacture ; there has 
alfo a .“ of ftone been found at Lebanon in the county of York, 


that 
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that yields copperas and fulphur, and there is no doubt but that time 
will bring other minerals to light. 
Under this article, the following remarks of General Lincoin me- 
rit a place: 
‘¢ From the different rivers, in this eaftern country, waters may 
be drawn formills, and all water work ; befides,-many are the 
advantages which arife toacountry, through which ftreams of water 
are fo liberally interfperfed,-as they are in this ; and efpecially when 
they abound, as many of thefe do, with fith of different kinds; 
among them are the falmon, fhad, alewife, and others, which ‘feek 
the quiet waters of the lakes, as the only places in which they can 
with fafety lodge their fpawn, From this fource, the inland country 
may draw a fupply of fith, equai to all their demands (if they are not 
jnterrupted in their paffage) which are rendered peculiarly valuable, — 
as their annual return is at a feafon of the year when moft needed, and 
when they can be cured with a very little falt; fo that a long and 
free ufe of them will not be injurious to the health of the inhabi- 
tants. The certainty of the iupply adds to its value. Thefe fith, 
as is fuppofed, and of which there cannot, I think, be a doubt, re- 
turn to the fame waters yearly, mm which they were fpawned, unlefs 
fome natural obftrudtion be thrown in their way. Whilft the 
people inland may be fupplied with thefe fifh, the inhabitants of 
the fea coaft may be fupplied with the cod and other ground fifh, 
which are allured quite into their harbours, in purfuit of the river 
fifh, and may be taken with the greateft eafe, as no other craft is 
neceffary in many places than a common canoe. Great advantages 
arife alfo to thofe who live on the fea coaft, from the fhell-fith, viz. 
the lobfter, the fcollop, and the clam. To thefe advantages may be 
added, thofe which arife from the forefts being filled with the moofe 
and deer, and the waters being covered with wild fowls of different 


kinds.” 


CIVIL DIVISIONS AND CHIEF TOWNS. 
This diftrict is divided into five counties, viz. York, Cumber- 
land, Lincoln, Hancock, and Wafhington, containing 
towns, the chief of which are York, the capital of the county of the 
fame name; Portland, the capital of Cumberland county ; Pownal- 
borough, Hallowell, and Walderborough, in Lincoln county ; and 
Yenobicot and Machias, the capitals of Wafhington and Hancock 


counties, 
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This is the capital of this diftriét ; ; it is fituated on a promontory 
in Cafco bay, and was formerly a part of Falmouth. In July, 1786, 
this part of the town being the moft populous and mercantile, and 
fituated on the harbour, together with the iflands which belong to 
Falmouth, was incorporated by the name of Portland. It has a moft 
excellent, fafe, and capacious harbour, which is feldom or never 
pompletely frozen ever. It is near the main ocean, and is ealy of 
accefs. "The inhabitants carry on a confiderable foreign trade, build 
fhips, and are largely concerned in the fifhery. It is one of the moft 
thriving commercial towns in the Commonwealth of Maffachufetts. 
Although three-fourths of it was laid in afhes by the Britifh fleet i in 
1775, it has fince been entirely rebuilt, and contains among its 
_ public buildings three churches, two for Congregationalitts, and one 
for Epifcopalians ; and a handfome court-houfe. 

A light-houfe has lately been erected on a point of land called 
Portland Head, at the entrance of the harbour. It is a ftone edifice, 
Beny-tvo feet high, exclufive of the lanthorn. 

e YORK. 

York is feventy-four miles N. E. from Bofton, and nine from 
Portfmouth. It is divided into two parifhes of Congregationalifts. 
York river, which is navigable for veffels of two hundred and fifty 
tons fix or feven miles from the fea, paffes through the town. Over 
this river, about a mile from the fea, a wooden bridge was built i in 
1761, two hundred and feventy feet long, exclufive of the wharfs at 

each end, which reach to the channel, and twenty-five feet wide. 
The bridge ftands on thirteen piers ; and was planned and conduéted 
by Major Samuel Sewwall, an ingenious mechanic, and a native of 
the town. The model of Charles river bridge was taken from this, 
and was built under the fuperintendance of the fame gentleman. It 
has alfo ferved as the model of Malden and Beverly bridges, and has 
been imitated, even in Europe, by thofe ingenious American ar tifts, 
Meffieurs Coxe and Thompfon. 

This town was fettled as early as 1630, and was then called Aga- 
menticus, from a remarkable high hill in it of that name, a noted 
land mark for mariners. | 
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About the year 1640, a great part of this town was incorporated 
by Sir Ferdinando Gorges, by the name of Georgiana. He ap- 
pointed a mayor and aldermen, and made it a free port. In 16g2, 
when it fell under the jurifdiétion of Maffachufetts, it aflumed the 
name of York, which it has fince retained. 

Hallowell is a very flourifhing town, fituated in latitude 44° 40’, 
at the head of the tide waters on Kennebeck river. Pownalborough, 
fituated on Sheepfcut river, with a good port. Penobfcot, and 
Machias, are alfo towns of confiderable and increafing importance. 
Bangor, fituated at the head of the tide waters on Penobfcot river, 
latitude 45° itis thought, will in a few years become a place of very 
confiderable trade. The other towns of confideration are, Kittery, 
fituated on the eaft fide of the Pifcataqua river, which carries ona 
good trade in fhip building; Wells, Biddeford, Berwick, North- 
Yarmouth, and Waldoborough. 


POPULATION. 


According to the cenfus taken in 1790, the population of this difs 
‘trict was as follows ; 
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\ YORK COUNTY. 


TOWNS. Be TOWNS. ce 
PAC | Za 
Kittery ia 7 3250 | Limrick : ; Att 
York : / {| +2900 | Waterborough : 965 
Wells , «| 3070 | Coxall . ‘ 776 
. Arundel : .{| 1458 | Sandford : -| . 1802 


Biddeford , -| 1018 | Fryfburgh ; “itt = GA 
Pepperellborough  .} 1352 | Brownfield and Sun- f 
Little Falls ; : 607 eook ‘ 

Little Oflepee - 662 | Waterford and Pene- | 
Berwick ° od SOOS cook : J 
Lebanon , .| 1275 | New-Andover, 

_ Shapleigh . ~| 1329 | Hiram, and I 
Wafthington : 262 | Porterfield 

Parfonfield : ; 665 | Buxton : «| EeOd. 4 
Francifborough 


CUMBERLAND COUNTY. 


Portland... .| 2240 | Standifh Ne feeb yf 
Gorham ‘ -| 2244 | Butterfield ; 189 } 
Scarborough ~.| 2235 | Ruffield . -| 448 
Falmouth : -| 2991 | Turner ; i 349 
_Cape-Elizabeth -{ 1355 | Bucktown oboe 68 
New-Gloucefter -| 1358 | Shepherdfield . ere 9°) 
| Grey : #4 677 | Bakerftown Hoimeabt) 
Windham : 938 | North-Yarmouth «| 1978 
Otisfield ‘ : 197 | Freeport > PERE BBO 
Raymondtown -|-) 34¢ | Durham . eh gen | 
Bridgtown .|' 329 | Brunfwick «| 1387 1} 
Flintftown ; ; 190 | Harpfwell ‘ eee 


LINCOLN COUNTY. 


| Pownalborough -| 2055 | Bowdoinham 
Woolwich : 797 | Nobleborough 
Georgetown «| 1333 | Waldoborough 
“| Bath : . 949 } Briftol 

~"Topfham. . -| 826 | Cufhing 4 
Boothbay ot tae 997 | Warren ane ; | 
Edgcomb : ‘ 855 | Thomatton — Larger 
New-Caftle oe 896 | Meduncook : G22 
Pittfton ; j 605 | Union 200 
Hallowell ‘ -} 1194 | Winthrop . 1240 
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LINCOLN COUNTY, CONTINUED. 


63 3G 

g P| 

TOWNS: 23 TOWNS. EB: 

Ze Ze 
Balltown : «| 1072 | Norridgwalk sail 376 
Bowdoin ‘ ‘ 983 | Titcomb Sie 264 
Vaffalbotough -| 1240 | Karatunk ° : 103 
Jones’séPlantation 262 | Sandy-River, N° 4. 327 

| Lewiftown : ‘ 532 | Little-River 64 | 
Fairfield , 492 | Smithtown ‘ ‘ 521 
Prefcott and Carr’s Wales : 439 

Plantation 739 | Green «| 639 
Sandy-River, N°. 7. 130 New-Sandwich 207 
Sandy-River, N°. 2 494 | Wafhington 618 
Sandy-River, N% 3 350 | Sterling . 166 

| Hancock . ‘| 2478 | Rockymekoe 103 
| Winflow 479 | Littleborough 263 
Canaan 454} 24962 

HANCOCK COUNTY. 

_Penobicot : 1048 Trenton 312 
Vinalhaven eee 578 | Townfhip, N°. 6. 239 
Weeer-iile- ~ S és} 682 | Bluehill : ofie ae 
Eaftern-River -| 240 | Sedgwick ' 569 
Buckftown ° : 316 | Belfaft 24.5 

j Orrington é 477 | Ducktrap . 278 
Edefton ‘ : 110 | Canaan < Ige¢ 
Condufkeeg 567 | Barretftown 173 
Frankfort é Sgi | Camden ‘ ° 331 
Mount-Defert 744 | lilefborough | ° 382 
Goldfborough 267 | Orphan-liland of 124 
Sullivan ° °| 504 | Small-Iflands . s} _,. 66 

| 7 9549 

WASHINGTON COUNTY. 
Plantations eaft of | - | Plantations weft of 
Machias, ; | - Machias, 
No: 1 66 Noe 4 i 4 233 
No. 2 T44 | ING. h : 177 
No. '4 Ban Sen Nos 6 ‘ é 208 
Nols 84 No. it ) 5 
No. 8 244 No. 12 : 
No. 9g 29 No. 13 ° 223 
No. io ° ° 42 No. 22 176 
No. ir . : 37 | Machias | 81§ 
No. 12 : g4. | Buckharbour 61 
hon 3s See ae | 2768 | 
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SUMMARY OF POPULATION. 


| York County . . “ 28821 


Cumberlanddo ss ‘ ‘ ‘ 25450 
Lincoln do. : ‘ ¢ 29962 
Hancock do. | ‘iene, ° ‘ | .- 9549 
Wafhington do. : ‘ ‘ + | 2758 


Total, ie $40 40 


“4 


The prefent number of inhabitants in this diftri@ i is about an 
hundred thoufand. 


RELIGION AND CHARACTER. 


There are no peculiar features in the character of the people of 
this diftrict, to diftingnifh them from their neighbours in New- 
Hampthire and Vermont. Placed as they are in like circumftances, 
they are like them, a brave, hardy, enterprifing, induftrious, hofpi- | 

table people. Epifcopacy was eftablifhed by their firft charter, but 

now the prevailing religious denominations are Congregationalifts 

and Baptifts, who are candid, tolerant, and catholic towards thofe of 

other perfuafions; there are a few Epifcopalians and Roman Ca- 

tholics. | 
TRADE AND MANUFACTURES. 

From the firtt fettlement of Maine, until the year 1794 ori rege, 
the inhabitants generally followed the lumber trade to the neglect of 
agriculture. This afforded an immediate profit. Large quantities 
-of corn and other grain were annually imported from Bofton and 
other places, without which it was fuppoled the inhabitants could not 
have fubfifted. But the late war, by rendering thefe refources pres 
carious, put the inhabitants upon their true intereft, i. €. THESCUGe 
TIVATION OF THEIR Lanps. They now raife a fufficient quantity, 
for their own confumption; though too many are ftill more fond of 
the axe than of the plough. _ Their wool and flax are very good ;— 

hemp has lately been tried with great fuccefs. Almoft every family 
manufacture wool and flax into, cloth, and make farming utenfils of 
every kind for their own ufe. . | 

The exports of this country are lumber of various kinds, fuch a3 
tafis, which of late, however, Lave become fearce; white pine boards, 
fhip timber, and every fpecies of {plit lumber manufactured from pine 

and oak; thefe are exported from the different ports in immenfe 
quantities 


¥23 GENERAL DESCRIPTION 


quantities. Dried fith furnifhes likewife another very capital article 
of the exports of this diftrict, | 
LEARNING AND LITERATURE, 

The erection of a college near Gatco bay was long fince contem- 
plated and determined on, and the Jegiflature have proceeded fo far 
in the bufinefs as to determiné on the principles of fuch an eftablifh- 
ment. Academies in ‘Hallowell, Berwick, Fryeburg, and Machias, 
have been incorporated by the legiflature,; and endowed with hands 
{ome grants of the public lands. And it is but juft to obferve, that 
town-{chools are very generally maintained in moft of the towns . 
that are able to defray the expenfe, and a fpirit of improvement is . 
increafing. 

LEO pe rs nes Bh Rod i e/a be GS a 

_ At the time of the United States becoming independent, this dif- 
tri was in fome meafure incorporated with Maflachufetts, by virtue 
‘of acharter derived from King William and Queen Mary; it has as 
yet continued nearly the fame connection, its conftitution is therefore 
the fame with that State. The feparation of this diftrié, and its erec- 
tion into an iidependent State, have been fubjects publicly difcuffed 
by the inhabitants in town meetings, by appointment of the legifla- 
ture. Such isthe rapid fettlement and progrefs of this country, that 
the period when this contemplated feparation will take place, is 
probably not far diftant. 


INDIANS. 


The remains of the Penobfcot tribe are the only Indians who take up 
their refidence in this diftri@. They confift of about one hundred fami- 
lies, and live together in regular fociety at Indian Old Town, whichis 
fituated on an ifland of about two hundred acres, in Penobfcot river, 
juft above the Great Falls. They are Roman Catholics, and have a 
prieft, who refides among them, and adminifters the ordinances. 
They have'a decent houfe for public worfhip, with a bell, and ano- 
ther building, where they meet to tranfact the public bufinefs of 
their tribe. In their affemblies all things ‘are managed with the 
greateft order and decorum. The Sachems form the legiflative and: 
executive authority of the tribe; though the heads of all the families _ 
are invited to be prefent at their public periodical meetings. The 
tribe is increafing, in confequence of an obligation laid, by the Sa- 
chems, on the ‘young people to marry early. 


t In 
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Yn a former war, this tribe loft their lands ; but at the commence- 
ment of the laft war, the Provincial Congrefs granted them all the 
lands from the head of the tide in Penobfcot river, included in lines 
drawn fix miles from the river on each fide, i. e. a tract twelve 
miles wide, interfected in the middle by the river. They; however, 
confider that they have a right to hunt and fith as far as the mouth of 
the bay of Penobfcot extends. This was their original right, 
in oppofition to any other tribe, and they now occupy it undifturbed, 
and we hope will continue fo to do, till the period fhall arrive when 
mingled with the reft of the inhabitants, they fhall form but One ge= 
peral mals. 


PLAN. 


(224 ) 


PLANTATIONS OF 


RHODE-ISLAND anp 
PROVIDENCE. 


SITUATION, EXTENT, AND BOUNDARIES. 


Tus State known by this name lies between 41° and 429 north 
latitude and 3° and 4° eaft longitude from Philadelphia ; the length 
is about fixty-eight miles, and the breadth forty miles; it is bounded 
on the north and eaft by the State of Maflachufetts, on the fouth by 
the Atlantic ocean, and on the weit by the State of Connecticut. 


AIR AND CLIMATE, 


This is as healthful a country as any part of North-America. The 
winters in the maritime parts are milder than in the inland country 3 
the air being foftened by a fea vapour, which alfo enriches the foil. 
The fummers are delightful, efpecially on Rhode-Ifland, where the 
extreme heats, which prevail in other parts of America, are allayed 
by cool and refrefluing breezes from the fea, | o 


FACE OF THE COUNTRY, SEA COAST, &c. 


Rhode-Ifland, from which the State takes half its name, is thir- 
teen miles in length ; its average breadth i is about four miles. It is 
divided into three townfhips, Newport, Port{mouth, and Middle- 
town. This ifland, in point of foil, climate, and fituation, may be 
ranked among the fineft and moft charming in the world. In its 
moft flourifhing flate it was called by travellers the Eden of America; 
but the change which the rav ages of war and a decreafe of bufinefs 
have effected is creat and melancholy. Some of the moft orna- 
mental country feats were deftroyed, and their fine groves, orchards, 
and fruit trees, wantonly cut down: and the gloom of its prefent 
decayed ftate is heightened by its charming natural fituation, and 
by reflecting upon its former g'ory. Providence, in many parts, is 

WH equally 
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equally pleafant, the whole country being beautifully variegated and 
-plentifully watered. 

There is but one mountain in this State, this is in the town of 
Briftol, called Mount Hope, or (Haup) there is nothing in the ap- 
pearance of this mount to claim particular attention. Among the 
rivers the following deferve particular notice : 

Providence and Taunton rivers, both of which fall into Narra- 
ganfet bay, the former on the weft, the latter on the eaft fide of 
Rhode-Ifland. Providence river rifes partly in the Maffachufetts, 
and is navigable as far as Providence for fhips of nine hundred tons, 
thirty miles from the fea. ‘Taunton river is navigable for fmall vef- 
fels to Taunton. The common tides rife about four feet. 

Fall river is fmall, rifing in Freetown, and paffling through Tiver 
ton. The line between the-States of Maffachufetts and Rhode-Ifland, 
pafles: Fall river bridge. Patuxet river rifes in Mafhapog pond, and 
five miles below Providence empties into Narraganfet bay. Pau- 
tucket river, called more northerly Blackftone’s river, empties into 
Seekhonck river, four miles N.N.E, from Providence, where are 
the falls hereafter defcribed, over which is a bridge, on the poft 
road to Bofton, and forty miles from thence. The confluent {tream 
empties into Providence river, about a mile below Weyboffett, or. 
the great bridge. Nafpatucket river falls into the bay about one 
mile anda half N. W. of Weyboffet bridge. Mofhaffuck river falls 
into the fame bay, three-fourths of a mile north of the bridge. 
Thefe rivers united form Providence river, which, a\few miles be- 
low the town, receives the name of Narraganfet bay, and affords 
fine fifth, oyfters, and lobfters, in great plenty ; the bay makes up 
from fouth to north between the main land on the eaft and weft. It 
embofoms many fertile iflands, the appearance of which and of the 
‘circumjacent country in the {pring and fummer feafons, either from 
the land or water, is extremely beautiful and charming ; the princie 
pal of thefe, befides Rhode-Ifland, are Canonnicut, Prudence, Pa- 
tience, Hope, Dyers and Hog iflands. ‘The firft of thefe, viz. Ca- 
nonnicut ifland, lies weft of Rhode-Ifland, and is fix miles in 
length, and about one mile in breadth ; it was purchafed of the In- 
dians in 165”, and incorporated Oye an act of atc by the name of 
the Ifland of Jameftown in 1678.0 
Prudence ifland is nearly or quite as large as Canonnicut, and lies 

north of it, and is a part of the townfhip of Portfmouth, — 


Vou. IL | Cee Block 
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Block ifland, called by the Indians Maniffes,’ is twenty-one mileg 
$.S.W. from Newport, and is the fouthernmotft land belonging to 
the State; it was erected into a townfhip, by the name of New 
Shoreham, in 1672. The inhabitants ofthis ifland were formerly 
noted for making good cheefe ; and they catch confiderable quanti- 
ties of cod fith round the ledges near the ifland. 

The harbours in this State are, Newport, Providence; Wickford, 
Patuxet, Warren, and Briftol, all of which are advantageous, and 
feveral of them commodious. For the fafety and convenience of 
failing into Narraganfet bay and the harbour of Newport, a light- 
houfe was erected in 1749 on Beavertail, at the fouth end of Canon- 
nicut ifland; the diameter of the bafe is twenty-four feet, and of 
the top thirteen feet; the height from the ground to the top of the 
cornice is fifty feet; round whieh is a gallery, and within that ftands 
the lanthorn, which is about eleven feet high and eight feet in dia« 
meter. The ground the light-houfe ftands on is about twelve feet 
above the furface of the fea at high water, 


SOIL, PRODUCTIONS, &c. 

This State, generally fpeaking, is a country for pafture, and not 
for grain; in Rhode-Ifland alone thirty or forty thoufand fheep_aré 
fed, befides neat cattle and horfes, and a like proportion in many 
other parts of the State. It however produces corn, rye, barley, 
oats, and in fome parts wheat fufficient for home confumption ; and 
the various kinds of graffes, fruits, culinary roots and plants in 
great abundarice, and in good perfection, and cyder is made for ex- 
portation. The north-weftern parts of the State are but. thinly in~ 
habited, and are more rocky and barren than the other parts. The 
traé& of country lying between South-Kinefton and the Conneéticut 
line, called the Narraganfet country, is excellent grazing land, 
and is inhabited by a number of wéalthy farmers, who raife fome _ 
of the fineft neat cattle in New-England, weighing from fixteen to 
eighteen hundred weight. They keep large dairies; and make both | 
putter and cheefe of the beft quality dnd in very large quantities for 
exportation. Narraganfet. has been famed for an excellent breed of 
pacing horfes, remarkable for their {peed and hardinefs, and for en- 
during the fatigues of a journey; this breed of horfes has; how= — 
ever, much depreciated of late, the beft mares having been pure — 
chafed by the people from the weftward. 


The 
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‘The bowels of the earth in*this State offer a large recompenfe to 
the induftrious adventurer. Tron ore is found in great plenty in fe- 
veral parts of the State. The iron works on Patuxet river, twelve : 
miles from Providence, are {upplied with ore from a bed four miles 
and a half diftant, which lies in a valley, through which runs.a 
brook ; the brook is turned into a new channel, and the ore pits are 
eared of water by a fleam eng gine, conftruéted and made at the fur- 
mace, by and under the Hictlion of the late Jofeph Brown, Efq. of 
Providence, which continues a very ufeful monument of his mechani- 
cal genius: at this ore bed are a variety of ores, curious ftones, 
ochres, &c. 

At Diamond-Hill, in the county of Providence, which is fo walled 
from its {parkling and fhining appearance, there are a variety of pe- 
culiar feones, more curious than at prefent they appear to be ufeful ;_ 
but not. far from this hill, in the townfhip of Cumberland, is a cop- 
per mine, mixed with iron ftrongly impregnated with loadftone, of 
which fome large pieces have been found in the neighbourhood ; na 
method has yet been difcovered to work it to advantage, or rather, 
no one has yet been found with fufticient {pirit to engage in an un- 
dertaking, which, though it might be attended with difficulty at firft, 
could hardly fail, ultimately, of yielding an ample recompentfe. 

An abundance .of limeftone is found in this State, particularly in 
the county of Providence, of which large quantities of lime are made — 
and exported. This limeftone is of different colours, and is the 

true marble, of the white, plain, and var iegated kinds; it take a fine 
po lith, and works equal to any in America. 

' There are feveral mineral {prings in this State, to one of which, 
pear Providence, many people refort to bathe and drink the water. 

- The waters of this State are equally productive ; in the rivers and 
bays are plenty of fheeps-head, black-fifh, her ring, fhad, lobfters, 
oytters, and clams; and around the fhores of Rhode-Ifland, befides 
thofe already piesneced, are cod, halibut, mackerel, bafs, haddock, 
&c. to the amount of more than feventy different kinds, fo that i in 
the feaions of fith the markets prefent a continual fcene of buftle 
and hurry. Rhode-Ifland is indeed confidered by travellers as the 
bet fifh market, not only 1 in the United yes but in the world. 


_ CIVIL DIVISIONS, CHIEF TOWNS, &e, 


This State is divided into fiye counties, viz. Newport, Providence, 
G gare sh Wafhing- 


\ 


\ 
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Wafhington, Briftol and Kent ; thefe are {ubdivided into thirty towne 
fhips. The principal towns in each are as follow: 


NEWPORT. 


This town lies in lat. 41° 35’5 it was firft fettled by Mr. William 
Coddington, afterwards governor, and the father of Rhode-Ifland, 
with feventeen others, in 1639. Its harbour, which is one of the 
fineft in the world, {preads weftward before the town; the entrance 
is eafy and fafe, and a large fleet may anchor in it, and ride in per-~ 
fect fecurity. Jt is probable, fhould the United States eftablifh a 
naval force, that this may, in fome future period, become one of 
the man of war ports of the American empire. The town lies north 
and fouth upon a gradual afcent as you proceed from the water, and 
exhibits a beautiful view from the harbour, and: from the neighbour- 
ing hills which le weitward upon the main. Weft of the town is 
Goat-Ifland, on which is a fort. Between this ifland and Rhode- 
Sfland is the harbour, Front or Water-ftreet is a mile in length. 

Newport contgins about one thoufand houfes, built chiefly of 
wood; it has nine houfes for public worthip, three for the Baptifts, 
two for the Congrégationalifts, one for Epifcopalians, one for Qua- 
kers, one for Moravians, and a fynagogue for the Jews: the other 
public buildings are a ftate houfe and an edifice for the public li- 
brary. The fituation, form and architeéture of the ftate houfe, 
give it a pleafing appearance; it ftands fufficiently elevated, anda 
Jong wharf and paved parade lead up to it from the harbour. 

THE DESTRUCTIVE INFLUENCE OF PAPER MONEY, which has 
now, however, ceafed to operate, combined with the devaftation of 
a cruel and unjuft war, have occafioned a ftagnation of bufinefs 
which is truly melancholy and diftreffing. This city, far famed for 
the beauty of its fituation, the falubrity of its climate, and the hof- _ 
pitality and politenefs of its inhabitants, and which was the place of © 
refort for invalids from a great diftance, now wears the gloomy af- 
pect of decay ; thoufands of its inhabitants are almoft deftitute of 
employment; this circumftance, together with that of there being a 
great abundance of raw materials in the vicinity, ftrongly mark out 
this city as a convenient and proper fituation for extenfive manuface 
tures. Should the gentlemen of fortune refident in the State, or any of © 
thofe who have emigrated or that may emigrate thither from different 
parts of Europe, turn their capitals into this channel, they would © 
not only derive a profit to themfelves, but be inftrumental in giving — 
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employment and bread to thonfands of now unhappy people, and of 
reviving the former importance of this beautiful city. e 

The excellent accommodations and regulations of the numeroug 
packets which belong to this’ port, and which ply thence to Provi- 
dence and New-York, ought not to pats unnoticed ; they are faid ig 
be fuperior to any thing of the kind in Europe. e 


ESO AEN ee 


Providence is fituated in lat. 41? s 1’ on both fides of Providence 
viver, is thirt ty- -five miles from the fea, and thirty miles N. by W. trom 
Newport ; it is the oldeft town in the State ; Roger Williams and his 
company were its firft fettlers i in 163 Ge, : 

This town is divided into two parts by the river, and connected 
by a bridge, formerly called Weyboffet, from a high hill of that 
name. which ftood near the weft end of the bridge, but which is now 
removed, and its bafe built upon; this bridge which is the only one 

of any confiderable note in this State, is one hundred and fixty feet 
| long and twenty-two feet wide, fupported by two wooden treffels and 
two ftone pillars; its fituation affording a profpect of all veffels leaving 
and entering the harbour, renders it a pleafant place of refort in the 
fummer. Ships of almoft any fize fail up and down the channel, 
which i is marked out by flakes, eredted at points, fhoals, and beds 
lying in the river, fo that ftrangers may come up to the town with- 
outa pilot. A fhip of gso tons, for the Eaft-India trade, was lately 
built in this town, and fitted for fea. In 1764 there were belonging 

to the county of Providence fitty- -four fail of veflels, containing four 
- thoufand three hundred and twenty tons. In- 1791 they had one 
hundred and twenty-nine fail, containing eleven thoufand nine hun- 
dred and forty- “two tong, and in 1792 thefe were confiderably i in- 
creafed. 

_ This town fuffered much by the Indian war of 1675, when anum- 
ber of its inhabitants removed to Rhode-Ifland for fheiter. In the 
late war the cafe was reverted ; many of the inhabitants of that 
ifland removed to Providence. 

The public buildings are, an elegant meeting-houfe for the Baptifts, 
eighty feet {quare, with a lofty and beautiful fteeple and a large 
bell, caft at the Furnace ‘Hope in Scituate—a meeting-houfe for 
Friends or Quakers, two for Congregationalifts, an epifcopal church, 
a handfome court-houfe, feventy-feet by forty, in which i is depofited 
a library, for the ufe of the inhabitants of the town and country—a 


work- 
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work-houfe, a market-houfe eighty feet long and forty feet wide, and 
x brick {chool-houfe, in which four fchools are kept. The houfes in 
this town are generally built of wood, though there are fome brick 
buildings which are large and elegant. At a Conyenient diftance from 
the town, an hofpital for the fmall-pox and other difeafes has been 
ere€ted. ‘There are two {permaceti works, a number of diftilleries, 
fugar houfes, and other manufactories, Several forts were erected 
in and near Providence during the late war, but little attention has 
“been given to them fince; in the determination of the American 
government to put the fea ports, &c. into a proper ftate of defence, 
this place has not been forgotten, orders have been given to repair 
thofe works neceffary for the defence of the town. This town has 
an extenfive trade with Maffachufetts, Conneéticut, and part of Ver- 
Rnont 5 and from its advantageous fituation, promifes to be among 
the lar gett towns in New-England ; it fends four reprefentatives ta 
the General Affembly ; the other towns in the county fend but two, 


BRISTOL. 


Briftol is a pleafant thriving town, about fixteen miles north of 
Newport, on the main; part of the town was deftroyed by the Brie 
tith, but it has fince been rebuilt; 1t has an epifcopal and a congre- 
gational church. This town is noted for raifing large quantities of 
onion and other roots. A number of veffels are owned by the ins 
habitants, and they carry on a confiderable trade to Africa, the Weft. 
Indies, and to different parts of the United States. 


WARREN. 

Warren ts alfo a flourifhing town, has awery lucrative trade with 

the Weit-Indies and other places, and a confiderable portion of bu- 
finefs in fhip-building. | 


LITTLE COMPTON. 


Little Compton, called by the Indians Secounet, is {aid to be via 
beft cultivated townfthip in the State, and affords a greater fupply of 
provifions for market, fich as meats. of the feveral kinds, butter, 
cheefe, vegetables, &c. than any other town of its fize. The inha- 
bitants, who are an induftrious and fober people, and in thefe re- 
{pects an example worthy the notice and imitation of their brethren 
in fome other parts of the State, manufacture linen and tow cloth, 

I flannels, 
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flannels, &c. of an excellent quality, and in confiderable quantitiés 
for fale. 4 

About four miles north-eaft of Providence lies a fmall village; 
called Pautucket, a place of fome trade, and famous for lamprey 
eels. Through this village runs Pautucket river, which empties 
into Seekhonek river at this place; in this river is a bequtiful fall of 
water ; directly over the falls 4 bridge has lately been built, which is 
a work of confiderable magnitude and much ingenuity, which di- | 
vides the Commonwealth of Maflachufetts from the State of Rhode- 
Ifland. The fall, in its whole length, is upwards of fifty feet; the 
water paffes through feveral chafms ina rock which runs diametri- — 
eally acrofs the bed of the ftream, amd ferves as'a dar to the water. 
Several mills have alfo been erected upon thefe falls, and the {pouts 
and channels which have been conftruéted to condw& the freams to 
their refpective wheels, and the bridge, have taken very much from 
he beauty and grandeur of the fcene, which would otherwife have 
_ been indefcribably romantic. 

In the town of. Middletown, on Rhode-Ifland, about two miles 
froin Newport, is a place called Purgatory ; it joins to thé fea on the 
éait fide of the ifland; itis a large cavity or opening, in a high bed of © 
tocks, about twelve feet in diameter at top, and about forty feet deep 
before you reach the water, of which, as it joins the fea, it has always 
a large depth. The rocks on each fide appear to have been once 
united, and were probably feparated by fome conyulfion in nature. 


POPULATION. 


; The Number of Inhabitants in this State has been feveral 
In 1730 it { 15302 whites 


' times taken. 
eentained | 2633 blacks | 


af 29755 whites 
748] 4373 blacks 


“ege J 95939 whites . 
1761 | 4697 blacks 


54435 whites 
5253 blacks 


"od 


{ 48528 whites 

1783 1 "336% blacks 

Thus this State fuffered a dimi- | 
nutionin g years,from 1774to 
1783, of 7623 inhabitants. 


{ 7 


According to the cenfus taken in 790, the numbers ftood as 
follows: | 


« 
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NEWPORT COUNTY. 
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BRISTOL COUNTY. 
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What the prefent number may be, it is difficult to afcertain with 
any precifion ; but, accounting for an increafe in the fame propor- 
tion as between the years 1783 and 1799, we may reatonably fup- 
pofe it at about feventy-feven thoufand ; and when we confider that _ 
the caufes which produced a diminution did not ceafe to operate 
till a confiderable period after the year 17831 this account will not be 
thought too high. itt 


TRADE AND pe aoa ick 


Before the war, the merchants in Rhode-Ifland imported from 
Great-Britain dry goods; from Africa flaves; from the Weft-Indies 
fugars, coffees, and molaffes, and from the neighbouring colonies 
lumber and provifions. With the bills which they obtained in Su- 
rinam and other Dutch Weft-India iflands, they paid their merchants 
in England; their fugars they carried to Holland; the flaves from 
Africa they carried to the Weft-Indies, together with the lumber 
and provifions procured from their neighbours; the rum diftilled 
from the molaffes was carried to Africa to purchafe negroes; with — 
their dry goods from England they traflicked with the neighbouring 

‘Vou, Il. Hh , colonies. 
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colonies. By this kind of circuitous commerce they fubfifted and 
grew rich; but the war, and fome other events, have had a great, 
and in many refpects, an injurious effe&t upon the trade of this State. 
The flave trade, which was a fource of wealth to many of the people 
in Newport, and in other parts of the State, has happily been abos — 
lifhed ; the Legiflature have paffed a law prohibiting fhips from going 
to Africa for flaves, and felling them in the Weft India iflands; and 
the oath of one feaman belonging to the fhip is fufficient evidence of 
the faét: this law is, however, more favourable to the caufe of hu- 
manity than to the temporal interefts of the rapronsars who had been 
engaged in this inhuman trafic. 

The town of Briftol carries-on a confiderable trade to Africa, the 
Weft-Indies, and to different parts of the United States ; but by far — 
the greateft part of the. commerce of this State is at prefent carried — 
on by the inhabitants of the flourifhing town of Providence. iq 
- June, 1791, there were belonging to this port, 
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The. prefent exports from the State are flax feed, lumber, horfes, . 
-cattle, beef, pork, fifhy poultry, onions, butter, cheefe, barley, grain, ~ 
fpirits, and cotton and linen goods. The imports confit of Euro- ! 
pean and Weft-India goods, and logwood from the Bay of Hondus — 
ras. Upwards of 600 veffels enter and clear annually at the different — 
ports inthis State. ‘The amount of exports from this State to fo-— 
reign countries, for one year, ending the 30th of September, 1791, ~ 
was four hundred and feventy thoufand one hundred and thirty-one © 
dollars nine cents ;| this has, fince that period, confiderably increafed, — 
With refpeét to manufactures the inhabitants of this State are rapidly 
-improving. A cotton manufactory has been erected at Providence, 
which, from prefent profpects, will anfwer the expectations of the - 
proprietors. The warps are fpun by water with a machine, which 
is an improvement on Mr. Arkwright’s; and ftrong, fmooth and_ 
excellent yarn is thus made both for warps and ftockings. The 
filling 
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filling of, the ‘cotton goods is fpun with jennies, In thefe feveral 
works five carding machines are employed, and a calender, cons 
{tructed after the European manner. Jeans, fuftians, denims, thick- 
fets, velvets, &c. are here manufactured and fent to the fouthern - 
States. Large quantities of linen and tow cloth are made in diflerent 
parts of this State for exportation. But the moft confiderable ma- 
nufactures in this State are thofe of iron, fuch as bar and fheet iron, 
fteel, nail rods and nails, implements of hufbandry, ftoves, pots, 
and other houfhold utenfils, the iron work' of fhipping, anchors, 
bells, &c. The other manufactures of this State are rum, corn, 
{pirits, chocolate, paper, wool and cotton, cards, &c. befide. domeftic 
manufactures for family ufe, which, in this, in common with the 
other States, amount to a vaft fum, which cannot be afcertained. 


RELIGION AND CHARACTER. 


The confitution of this State admits of no religious eftablifhments 
any farther than depends upon the voluntary choice of individuals, 
ailmen profefling to believe in one Supreme Being, are equally pro- 
tected by the laws, and no particular fect can claim pre-eminence. 
This unlimited liberty in religion is one principal caufe why there 
is fuch a variety of religious fects in Rhode-Ifland. The Baptifts are 
the moft numerous of any denomination in the State; thefe,, as well 
as the other Baptifts in New-England, are chiefly upon the Calviniftic 
plan as to doctrines, and independents in regard to church govern- 
ment. There are, however, fome who profefs the Arminian tenets, 
others obferve the Jewifh, or Saturday Sabbath, from a perfuafien 
that it was one of the ten commandments, which they plead are all in- 
their nature moral, and were never abrogated in the New Tefta- 

sment, and muft, at leaff, be deemed of equal validity for public 
worfhip as any day particularly fet apart by Jefus Chrift and his 
apofties. Thefe are called Sabbatarian, or Seventh-day Baptifts. 

The other religious denominations in Rhode-Hland are, Congre- 
gationalifts, Friends or Quakers, Epifcopalians, Moravians, and 

Jews. Befides thefe, there are a confiderable number of the people, 
who can be reduced to no particular denomination, making no ex- 
- ternal profefion of any religion, nor attending on any pias of public 
worthip. 
. In many towns public easing is much neglected by the greater 
‘part of the inhabitants; they pay no taxes for the fupport of eccle 
fiaftics of any denomination; and a peculiarity which diftinguithes 
this State from every other Proteftant country in the known world, 
Hha is, 
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is, that no contract formed by the minifter with his people, for his 
falary, 1s valid in law ; io that minifters are dependent whol lly on the 
integrity of the people for their fupport, fioce their falaries are not 
recoverable. [t ought, however, to be obferved, that miniflers ia 
general are liberally maintained, and none who merit it have much 

reafon to complain for want of fupport. | 

Throughout the whole of the late war with Grea®Britain, the ins 
habitants of this State manifefted a patriotic ipirit ; their troops be- 
haved gallantly, and they are honoured in having produced the fe- 
cond general in the field.* 

The character of the people is, however, certainly marked with 
many dark fhades, and the State, in many inftances, exhibits a me-_ 
Jancholy proof of thofe evils which ever follow a relaxation of moral 
principles. From the year 1710 till within a few years pat, almoft 
a continual fyftem of creating a capital by the negociating of a 
paper currency has been purfued; the fums thus created were far 
more than fufficient for the purpofes of commerce, and indeed, ‘in 
many inftances, were created in oppofition to the wifhes of the mer- 
cantile intereft, for the purpofe of fupplying the State with money, 
and filling the pockets of a fet of venal wretches, without fubjecting 
them to the neceflity of earning of it by their diligence, fo that the 
hiftory of the government of this State for feventy years is an hiftory 
of bafe peculation by means of a paper money currency, which was fo — 

contrived, that amongft themfelves it came out at about two and a half 

per cent. intereft, and they lent it to the neighbouring colonies at ten 
per cent. as bare-faced a cheat as ever was practifed. The intereft of 
thefe public iniquitous frauds went, one quarter to the feveral town- 
fhips to defray their charges, the other three quarters were lodged 
in the trealury, to defray the charges of government. ‘Thefe mea- 
fures have deprived the State of great numbers of its worthy and 
moft refpectable inhabitants; have had a moft pernicious influence 
upon thé morals of the people; deprived the widow and the orphan 
of their juft dues, and occafioned a ruinous ftaynation of trade. It 
is hoped, however, that an efficient government has effectually abo- 
Hifhed this iniquitous fyftem, and that the confidence loft by it will 
be foon recovered by a fteady and rigid attachment to an integrity of 
condué in all their future concerns. This, we have reafon to be- 
lieve, will be the cafe; a change has already taken place much for 
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the better, and the attention now paid to the principles of the rifing 
generations in-the feats of learning and literature, will, no doubt, ex- 
tend its beneficial influence throughout the State. 


LEARNING AND LITERATURE. 


The literature of this State is confined pr einedie to the towns of 
Newport and Providence. There are men of learning and abilities 
fcattered through other towns, but they are rare. The bulk of the 
inhabitants, in other parts of the State, are involved in greater igno- 
rance, perhaps, than in moft other parts of New-England. An im- 
partial hiftory of their tranfactions fince the peace would evince the 
truth ef the above obfervations. : 

At Providence is Rhode-Ifland college. ‘The charter for found- 
ing this feminary of learning was granted by the general affembly. of 
the State, by the name of the “ Trutftees and Fellows of the Cellege 
or Univerfity, in the Englifh colony of Rhode-Ifland and Providence 
Plantations,” * in 1764, in confequence of the petition of a large 
number of the moft refpeétable characters in. the State. By the 
charter, the corporation of the college confifts of two feparate 
branches, with diftindct, . feparate, and refpective powers. The 
number of truftees is thirty-fix, of whom twenty-two are Bap- 
tilts, fivé of the denomination of Friends, five. Epifcopalians, and 
four Congregationalifts. The fame proportion of the different deno- 
minations to continue zx perpetuum. ‘The number of fellows (in- 
clufive of the prefident, who is a fellow ew officio) is twelve, of whom 
eight are Baptifts, the others chofen indifcriminately from any deno- 
mination. The concurrence of both branches, by a majority of 
each, is neceffary for the validity of an act, except adjudging and 
conferring degrees, which exclufively belongs to the fellowfhip as a 
fearned faculty. The prefident muft be a Baptift: profeffors and 
other officers of inftru€tion are not limited to any particular denomi- 
hation. There is annually a general meeting of the corporation on 
the firft Wednefdayin September, at which time the public commence- 
‘ment is held. The following extraéts from a charge delivered to the 
gtaduates on that occafion in 179t, by David Howell, Efg. are intros, 
duced here, as they difcover the principles inculcated in this feminary, 
while they proclaim the benevolent difpofition of their author. © 


* This name to be altered when apy generous benefactor, arifes, who by his 
liberal donation fhall entitle himfelf to the honour of giving the college a name. 
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“¢ The pittance of time allotted to a collegiate education, can fufs 
fice only to lay the foundation of learning; the fuperftructure muft be 
reared by the affiduous attention of after years. 

‘¢ This day enlarges you into the world. Extenfive fields open to 
your view. You have to explore the fcenes, and to make an elec- 
tion of the character that beft pleafes you on the great theatre of 
fife. 

«¢ Let the rights of man ever be held facred. A moment’s reflec- 
tion will convince you, that others’ rights are as inviolable as your 
own; and a‘fmall degree of virtue will lead you ‘to refpect them. 
He that ferves mankind moft fuccefsfully, and with the beft prin- 
ciples, ferves his Creator moft acceptably. Be cautious of bandying 
mto parties ; ¢Acy regard neither the abilities nor virtues of men, but 
only their fubferviency to prefent purpofes; they area {nare to virtue 
and a mifchief to fociety. With this caution on your mind, you 
will never revile or {peak evil of whole fects, claffes, or focieties of 
men. 

‘¢ Forget not this precious motto: “ Nrbil humanum a me puto 
alienum.’? Confider every one in human fhape as your brother; and 
“* let charity in golden links of love connect you with the brotherhood of 
man.” Let your benevolence be broad as the ocean; your candour 
brilliant as the fun, and your compafiion and humanity éxtenfive 
as the human race.” é 

Thefe fentiments are not confined to Mr. Howell, the charge of 
Prefident Maxey, in 1793, breathes the fame {pirit of freedom and 
philanthropy. What are the advantages fociety may not expect, 
when principles like thefe are impreffed with all the energetic force 
of precept: and example, on the minds of the rifing generation ? 

‘Phis inftitution was firft founded at Warren, in the county of 
Briftol, and the firft commencement held there in 1769. 

In the year 1770, the college was removed to Providence, where a 
large, elegant building was erected for its accommodation, by the 
generous donations of individuals, moftly from the town of Provi- 
dence. It is fituated on a hill to the eaft of the town; and while its 
elevated fituation renders it delightful, by commanding an extenfive, 
variegated profpedct, it furnifhes it with a.pure, falubrious air. The 
edifice is of brick, four ftories high, one hundred and filty feet long, 
and forty-fix wide, with a projection of ten feet each fide. It has an 
entry lengthwife, with rooms on each fide. There are forty-eight 

rooms 
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yooms for the dice ives tinak of ftudents, and eight larger anes for 
‘public ufes. The roof is covered with ilate. 
- From December 1776, to June 1782, the college edifice was ufed 
by the French and American troops for an hofpital and barracks, fo 
that the courfe of education was interrupted during that period. No 
degrees were conferred from 1776 to 1786. From 1786, the col- 
lege again became regular, and is now very flourifhing, containing 
upwards of fixty ftudents. 

This infitution is under the inftru&ion of a prefident, a profeffor 
of divinity, a profeflor of natural and experimental philofophy, a 
profeffor of mathematics and aftronomy, a profeffor of natural hif- 
tory, and three tutors. The inftitution has a library of between 
two and three thoufand volumes, containing a valuable philofophical 
apparatus. Nearly all the funds of the college are at intereft in the 
treafury, of the State, and amount to almoft two thouland 
pounds. / 

At Newport there is a flourifhing academy, under the direc- 
tion of a rector and tutors, .who teach the learned languages, 
Englifh grammar, geography, &c. 


SOCIETIES AND IMPROVEMENTS. 


A marine fociety was eftablifned at Newport in 1752, for the 
purpofe of relieving diftreffed widows and orphans of maritime bre- 
thren, and fuch of their fociety as may need affiftance. 3 

The Providence fociety for promoting the abolition of flavery, for 

_the relief of perfons unlawfully held in bondage, and for improving 
the condition of the African race, commenced in 1789, and was in- 
corporated the year following. It confifts of upwards of one hun- 
dred and fifty as part of whom belong to the State of Maf- 
fachufetts. 

The affembly of this Sta ate, in their feffion of May, 1792, paffed an 
act incorporating three companies, for the purpofe of erecting three 
bridges—one over the upper, and another over the lower ferry of 

‘Seekhonk river, and a third over Howland ferry, which would unite 
Rhode-Ifland with Tiverton on the main; the two former will 

greatly accommodate the town of Providence—the latter muft prove 
highly advantageous to the people of Newport and others on 

Rhode-Ifland. -To fuch wosks of utility and enterprize every 

good man wifhes fuccels, 


CON- 
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CONSTITUTION. 


The conftitution of this State is founded on the charter granted by 
Charles JI. in 1663 ; and: the frame of government was not effextially 
altered by the revolution. The legiflature of this State confifts of 
two branches—a Senate or Upper Houfe, compofed of ten members,. 
befides the governor and deputy-governor, called, in the charter, 
afifants—and a. Houfe of Reprefentatives, compofed of deputies 
from the feveral towns. The members of the legiflature are chofen 
twice a year; and there are two feffions of this body annually, viz. 
on the firft Wednefday in May, and ,° lat Wednefday in Oc- 
tober. 


The fupreme executive power is vefted in a governor, or, in his 


abfence, in the deputy-governor, who, with the affiftants, fecretary, 
and general treafurer, are chofen annually in May by the fuffrages of 
the people. The governor prefides in the Upper Houfe, but has 
only a fingle voice in enacting laws, : 

There is one fupreme judicial court, compofed of five judges, 
whofe jur ifdiétion extends over the whole mare? and who holds two 
courts annually in each county. 

In each county there is. an inferior court of common pleas and ge- 
neral fefons of the peace, Held twice a year for the trial of caufes, 
not capital, arifing within the county, from which an appeal lies to 
the fupreme court. But in order to give a more particular view of 


the government of this State, we fhall infert the charter itfelf on 


which it is founded. 


CHARTER. 


Charles the Second, by the grace of God, &c. . To all to 
whom thefe prefents fhall come greeting: Whereas we have been 
mformed by the petition of our trufty and well beloved fubjeéts, John 


= Clarke, on the behalf of Benedict Arnold, William Brenton, Wil- 


Tam Codington, Nicholas Eafton, William Boulfton, John Porter, 
John Smith, Samuel Gorton, John Weekes, Roger Williams, Tho- 


mas Olney, Gregory Dexter, John Cogefhall,. Jofeph Clarke, Randall 


Houlden, John Greene, John Roome, Samuel Wildbore, William 


Field, James Barker, Richard Tew, Thomas Harris, and William a 


Dyre, and the reft of the purchafers and free inhabitants of our ifland, 


’ galled Rho and the reft of the colony of Providence Planta- 
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tions, in the Narraganfet bay, in New-England, in America, that 
they, purfuing with peace and loyal minds their fober, ferious, 
and religious intentions, of godly edifying themfelves and one 
anothér in the holy Chriftian faith and worfhip, as they were 
perfuaded, together with the gaining over and converfion of the 
poor ignorant Indian natives in thofe parts of America, to the fincere 
profeffion and obedience of the fame faith and worfhip, did not 
only by the confent and gdod encouragement of our royal progeni- 
tors, tran{port themfelves out of this kingdom of England into America; 
but alfo fince their arrival there, after their firft fettlement among other 
our fubjeéts in thofe parts, for the avoiding of difcord and thofe 
many evils which were likely to enfue upon thofe our fubjeéts not 
being able to bear in thofe remote parts their different-apprehenfionsin 
religious concernments; and in purfuance of the afvorefaid ends did 
once again leave their defirable ftations and habitations, and with ex- 
ceflive labour and travail, hazard and charge, did tranfplant them- 


felves into the midft of the Indian natives, who, as we are informed, | 


are the moft potent princes and people of all that country ; where, by 
the good providence of God (from whom the plantations have taken 
their name) upon theif labour and induftry, they have not only been 
preferved to admiration, but have increafed and profpered, and are 


feifed and poffeffed, by purchafe and confent of the faid natives, 


to their full content, of fuch lands, iflands, rivers, harbours, and 
roads, as are very\conyenient both for plantations, and alfo for 
building of fhips, fupp!y of pipe-ftaves, and other merchan- 
dife, and which lie very. commodiousin many refpeéts for commerce, 
and to accommodate our fouthern plantations, and may much ad- 
vance the trade of this our realm, and greatly enlarge the territories 
thereof; they having, by near neighbourhood to, and friendly fo- 
ciety with the great body of the Narraganfet indians, given them en- 
couragement of their own accord, to fubjeét themfelves, their people, 
and lands, unto us; whereby,as is hoped, there may, in time, by 
the blefiing of God upon theif endeavours, be laid a fure foundation 
of happinefs to alf America, And whereas, in their humble ad- 
drefs, they have freely declared, that it is much ‘on their hearts (if 
they be permitted) to hold forth a lively experiment, that a moft 
flourifhing civil ftate may ftand, and beft be maintained, and that 
‘among our Englifh fubjects, with a fuil liberty in religious concern- 
ments ; and that true piety, rightly grounded upon gofpel prin- 
ciples, will give the beit and greateft fecurity to fovereignty, and 


will lay in the hearts of men the flrongeft obligations to true loy- 
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‘alty: now, know ye, that we being willing to encouragé the 
hopeful undertaking of our faid loyal and loving fubjeéts, and 


to fecure them in the free exercife and enjoyment. of all their civil 
and religious rights appertaining to them, as our loving fubjeéts; and 
to preferve unto them that liberty in the true Chriftian faith and 
worfhip of God which they have fought with fo much travail, and 
with peaceable minds and loyal fubjection to our royal progenitors and 
-ourfelves to enjoy ; and becanfe fome of the people and inhabitants of 
the fame colony cannot, in their private opinion, conform to the 
public exercife of religion according to the liturgy, form, and cere- 
~~” monies of the Church of England, or take or fubfcribe the oaths and 


articles made and eftablifhed in that behalf; and for that the fame, by | 


reafon of the remote diftances of thofe places, will, as we hope, be 
'no breach of the wnity and uniformity eftablifhed in this nation, 


have therefore thought fit, and do hereby publifh, grant, ordain, and. 


declare, that our royal will and pleafure is, that no perfon within the 
faid colony, at any time hereafter, fhatl be any wife molefted, pu- 


nifhed, difquieted, or called in queftion, for any differences in opinion — 


in matters of réligion, who do not actually difturb the civil peace of 
our faid colony; but that all and every perfor and perfons may, from 
time to time, and at all times hereafter, freely and fully have and en- 
joy his and their own judgments and confciences, in matters of re- 
ligious concernment, throughout the traét of land /hereafter men- 
‘tioned, they behaving themfelves peaceably and quietly, and not ufing 


‘this liberty to licentioufnefs and profanenefs, nor to the civil injury or 


outward difturbance of others, any law, ftatute, or claufe therein con- 
‘tained, or to be contained, ufage or cuftom of this realm, to the con~ 


_ trary hereof, in any wife notwithftanding. And that they may be in — 


-the better capacity to defend themfelves in their juft rights and. libers 
‘ties, again ft all the enemies of the Chriftian faith, and others, in all re« 
{fpects, we have further thought fit, and at the humble petition of the 
perfons aforefaid, are gracioufly pleafed to declare, that they fhalk 


have and enjoy the benefit of our late aét of indemnity, and fiee par= 


don, as the reft of our fubjeéts in other our dominions and territo- 
ries have; and to:create and make them a body politic or corporate, 
with the powers or privileges herein after-mentioned. And accor~ 
dingly, our will and pleafure is, and of our efpecial grace, certain 
‘knowledge, and. mere motion, we have ordained, conftituted, and 
declared, and by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs and fucceffors, do 
ordain, conftitute, and declare, that they the faid William Brenton, 

Willian 
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William Coddington, Nicholas Eafton, Benedict Arnold, William 
Bouliton, John Porter, Samuel Gorton, John Smith, John Weekes, 
- Roger Williams, Thomas Olney, Gregory Dexter, John Cogethall, 
Jofeph Clarke, Randall Houlden, John Greene, John Roome, Wil- 
liam Dyre, Samuel Wildbore, Richard Tew, William Field, Tho- 
mas Harris, James Barker, ——- Rainfborrow, — Williams, 
and John Nixon, and all fuch others as are now, or hereafter fhall 
- be admitted, free of the company and fociety of our colony of Pro- 
vidence Plantations, in the Narraganfet bay, in New-England, {hall 
be, from time to time, and for ever hereaiter, a body corporate and 
politic, in fact and name, by the name of the gevernor and company of 
the Englifh colony of Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantations, in 
‘New-England, in Ameriea; and that by the fame name, they and 
their fucceffors fhall and may have perpetual fucceffion, and thall 
and may be perfons able and capable in the law to fue and be fued, to 
plead and be impleaded, to anfwer and to be anfwered unto, to defend, 
and to be defended, in all and fingular fuits, caufes,. quarrels, mat- 
ters, actions, and things, of what kind or nature foever; and alfo to 


have, take, poffefs, acquire, and purchafe lands, tenements, or heredi- 
taments, or any goods or chattels, and the fame to leafe, grant, de- 
mife, alien, bargain, fell, and difpofe of, at their own will and plea- 
fute, as other our liege people of this our realm of England, or any 
corporation or body politic within the fame, may lawfully do: and 
further, that they*the faid governor and company, and their fuccef- 
fors, fhall and may, for ever hereafter, have a common feal, to 
ferve and ufe for all matters, caufes, things, and affairs whatloever, 
of them and their fucceffors, and the fame feal to alter, change, 
‘break, and make new from time to time, at their will and plea- 
fure, as ‘they fhall think fit. And further, we will and ordain, and 
by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs and fucceffors, do declare and 
appoint, that for the better ordering and managing of the affairs and 
bufinefs of the faid company and their fucceffors, there fhall be one 
governor, one deputy-governor, and ten affliftants, ta be from time 
to time conftituted, eleéied, and chofen out of the freemen of the faid 
company for the time being, in fuch manner and form as is hereafter 
‘In thefe prefents expreffed ; which faid officers fhall apply themfelves 
to take care for the beft difpofing and ordering of the general bufinefs 
and affairs of and concerning the lands and hereditaments herein after 
mentioned to be granted, and the plantation thereof, and the go- 
vernment of the people there. And for the better execution of our 
| liz royal 
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royal pleafure herein, we do, for us, our heirs and fucceffors, affign, 
name, conftitute and appoint, the aforefaid Benediét Arnold ‘to be 
the firft and prefent governor of the faid company, and the faid Wil- 
liam Brenton to be the deputy-governor, and the faid William 
Boulfton, John Porter, Roger Williams, Thomas Olney, John Smith, 
John Greene, John Cogefhall, James Barker, Wiiliam Field, and 
Jofeph Clarke, to be the ten prefent affiftants of the faid company, to 
continue in the faid feveral offices refpectively, until the firft Wednefday 
which fhall be in the month of May now nextcoming. And further, 
we will, and by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs and fucceffors, do or- 
dain and grant, that the governor of the faid company for the time 
being, or in his abfence, by occafion of ficknefs or otherwife, by his ~ 
leave or permiffion the deputy-governor for the time being, fhall and 
may, from time to time, upon all occafions, give order for the affem- 
bling of the faid company, and calling them together, to confult and 
advife of the bufinefs and affairs of the faid company ; and that for 
ever hereafter, twice in every year, that is to fay, on every firit Wed- 
nefday in the month of May, and on every laft Wednefday in October, 
or oftener, in cafe it fhall be requifite, the affiftants, and fuch of the 
freemen of the faid company, not exceeding fix perfons from New- 
port, four perfons for each of the refpective towns of Provicence, 
Portimouth, and Warwick, and two perfons for each other place, 
town or city, who fhall be from time to time thereunto elected or de- 
puted by the major part of the freemen of the refpective towns or 
places for which they fhall be fo elected or deputed, fhall have a ge- 
neral meeting or affembly, then and there to confult, advife and 
etermine, in and about the affairs and bufinefs of the faid company 
and plantations. And further, we do of our efpecial grace, cer- 
tain knowledge, and mere motion, give and grant unto the faid go- 
vernor and company of the Englifh co'ony of Rhode-Ifland and 
Providence Plantations, in New-England, in America, and their 
fueceflors, that the governor, or in his abfence, or by his permiflion, 
the deputy-governor of the faid company for the time being, the af- 
fiftants, and fuch of the. freemen of the faid company as fhall be fo 
aforelaid elected or deputed, or fo many of them as fhall be prefent 
at fuch meeting or affembly as aforefaid, fhall be called the Ge- 
neral Affembly ; and thar they, or the -greateft part of them then 
prefent, whereof the governor, or deputy-governor, and fix of the 
afliftants at leaft, to be feven, fal have, and have hereby given and 
granted uato them full power and authority, from time to time, and 
/. See ; a 
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at all times hereafter, to appoint, alter, and change fuch days, times 
and places of meeting, and General Aflembly, as they {hall think fit ; 
and, to chufe, nominate, and appoint fuch and fo many perfons as they 
fhall think fit, and fhall be willing to accept the fame, to be free of 
the faid company and body politic, and them into the iame to admit; 
and to eleét and conftitute fuch offices and officers, and to graut fuch 


needful commuiffions as they fhall think fit andrequilite, for ordering, 


managing, and difpatching of the affairs of the faid governor and 
company, and their fucceffurs; and from time to time, to make, 
ordain, conftitute, or repeal, fuch laws, ftatutes, orders and ordi- 
nances, forms and ceremonies of government and miagifiracy, ag 
to them fhal! feem meet, for the good and welfare of the faid com- 
pany, and for the government and ordering of the lands and héredita- 
ments herein after-mentioned to be granted, and of the people that do, 
or at any time hereafter fhall inhabit, or be within the fame; fo 
as fuch laws, ordinances, and conftitutions fo made, be not contrary 
and repygnant unto, but as nearias may be, agreeable to the laws of 


this our realm of England, confidering the nature and conftitution of 


the place and people there ; and alfo to appoint, order, and direét, 
erect and fettle fuch places and courts of jurifdidtion, for hearing and 
determining of all actions, cafes, matters, and things, happening 
within the faid colony and plantation, and which fhall be in difpute, 
and depending there, as they fhall think fit; and alfo to diftinguifh 
and fet forth the feveral names and titles, duties, powers and limits, 
of each court, office and officer, fuperior and inferior; and alfo to 
contrive and appoint fuch forms of oaths and atteftations, not repug- 
nant, but as near as may be agreeable, as atorefaid, to the laws and 
ftatutes of this our realm, as are convenient and requifite, with re- 
fpect to the due adminiftration of juftice, and due execution and dif- 
charge of all offices and places of truft, by the perfons that fhall be 
therein concerned; and alfo to regulate and order the way and man- 
ner of all elections to offices and places of truft, and to prefcribe, 
limit and diftinguifh the number and bounds of all places, towns and 
cities, within the limits and bounds herein after mentioned, 
and not herein particularly named, who have, or fhall have the 
power of electing and fending of treemen to the faid General Affem- 
bly ; and alfo to order, direét, and authorife the impofing of lawful 


and reafonable fines, muléts, imprifonments, and executing other 


punifhments, pecuniary and corporal, upon offenders and delin- 
quents, according to the courfe of other corporations within. 
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this our kingdom of England: and again, to alter, revoke, annul! of 
pardon, under their common feal, or otherwife, fuch fines, muléts; 
imprifonments, fentences, judgments and condemnations, as fhall be 
thought fit; and to direct, rule, order, and difpofe all other matters 
and things, and particularly that which relates to the making of pur- 
chafes of the native Indians, as to them fhall feem meet ; whereby 
our faid people and inhabitants in the faid plantations may be fo 
religioufly, peaceably, and civilly governed, as that by their good life 
and orderly converfation they may win and invite the native Indians 
of the country to the knowledge and obedience of the only true God 
and Saviour of mankind; willing, commanding, and requiring, and 


by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs and fucceffors, ordaining and aps 


pointing, that all fuch laws, ftatutes, orders, and ordinances, inftruc- 
tions, impofitions, and dire@tions, as fhall be fo made by the governor, 
deputy, affiftants, and freemen, or fuch number of them as aforefaid; 
and publifhed in writing under their common feal, fhall be carefully 
and duly obferved, kept, performed, and put in execution, ace 
cording to the true intent and meaning of the fame. And thefe our 


letters patent,©or the duplicate or exemplification thereof, fhall 


be to all and every fuch officers, fuperior or mferior, from time to 
time, for the putting of the fame orders, laws, ftatutes, ordinances, 
inftrnéions, and directions, in due execution again{t us, our heirs 
and fuccéffors, a fufficient warrant and difcharge. And further, our 


will and pleafure is, and we do hereby for us, our heirs and fuccefs 


fors, eftablith and ordain, that yearly, once in the year for ever heres 


after, namely, the aforefaid Wednefday in May, and at the town of - 


Newport or elfewhere, if urgent occafion do require, the governor, 


deputy-governor, and affiftants of the faid company, and other officers 
of the faid company, or fuch of them as the General Aflembly fliall 


think- fit, fhall be in the faid General Court or Affembly, to be held 
from that day or time, newly chofen for the year enfuiny, by the 
greater part of the faid company for the time being, as fhall be then and 


there prefent. Andif it fhall happen that the prefent governor, — 


deputy-governor, and affiftants, by thefe prefents appointed, or any 
fuch as fhall hereafter be newly chofen into their rooms, or any of 
them, or any other the officers of the faid company, fhall die, or be 
removed from his or their feveral offices or places before the faid 
general day of election (whom we do hereby declare for any mifde+ 
meanor or default to be removeable by the governor, affiftants, and 
company, or fiich greater part of them, in any of the faid public 
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courts to be affembled as aforefaid) that then, and in every fuch 
cafe, it fhall and may be lawful to and for the faid governor, deputy- 
governor, affiftants, and company aforefaid, or fuch greater part of 
them fo to be affembled,. as is aforefaid, in any of their affemblies, 
to proceed to a new election of one or more of their company, in 
the room or place, rooms or places, of fuch officer or officers fo 
dying or removed, according to their directions. And immediately 
upon and after fuch election or elections made of fuch governor, de- 
puty-goverhor, affiftant or affiftants, or any other officer of the 
faid company, in manner and form aforefaid, the authority, office, 
and power before given tothe former governor, deputy-gover- 
hor, and other officer and officers fo removed, in whofe ftead 
and place new fhall be chofen, fhall, as to him and them, and every 
of them refpectively, ceafe and determine: Provided always, and 
our will and pleaiure is, That as well fuch as are by thefe prefents 
appointed to be the prefent governor, deputy-governor, and affiftants 
of the faid company, as thofe which fhall fucceed them, and all other 
officers to be appointed and chofen as aforefaid, fhall, before the un- 
dertaking the execution of the faid offices and nee refpedtively, 
_ give their folemn engagement, by oath or otherwife, for the due and 
faithful performance of their duties in their feveral offices and places, 
before fuch perfon or perfons as are by thefe prefents hereafter ap- 
- pointed to take and receive the fame; that is to fay, the faid Bene-« 
dig Arnold, who is herein before nominated and appointed the pre- 
fent governor of the faid company, fliall give the aforelaid engage- 
-ment before William Brenton, or any two of the faid aififtants of 
the faid Company, unto whom we do, by thefe prefents, give full 
‘power and authority to require and receive the fame; and the faid 
William Brenton, who is hereby before-nominated and appointed 
the prefent deputy-governor of the faid company, fhall give the 
aforefaid engagement before the faid Benedict Arnold, or any two 
of the affiftants of the faid company, unto whom we do, by thefe 
‘prefents, give full power and authority to require and receive the 
fame ; and. the faid William Boulfton, John Porter, Roger Williams, 
Thomas Olney, John Smith, John Green, John Cogethall, james 
Barker, William Field, and Jofeph Clarke, who are herein before 
nominated and appointed the prefent afliftants of the company, fhall 
give the faid engagement to their offices and places relpectively bes 
dJonging, before the faid Benedict Arnold and William Brenton, or 
one of them, to whom refpectively we do hereby give full power 


and 
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and authority to require, adminifter, or receive the fame: And farther, 
our wil and pleafure is, that all and every other future governor, or 
deputy-governor, to be elected and chofen by virtue of thefe prefents, 
fhall give the faid engagement before two or more of the faid affift- 


ants of the fil company for the time being; unto whom we do, by 


thefe jrcferts, give full power and authority to require, adminifter, 
or receive the fame; and the faid affiftants, and every of them, and 


all and every other officer or officers, to be hereafter elected and - 


chofen by virtue of thefe prefents, from time to time, fhall give the 


like engagements to their offices and places refpectively belonging, — 
before the governor or deputy-governor for the time being ; unto 
which faid governor or deputy-governor we do, by thefe prefents, . 


give full power and authority to require, adminifter, or receive the 
fame accordingly. And we do hkewife for us, our heirs, and fuc- 
ceffors, give and grant unto the faid governor and company, and 
their fucceffors, by thefe prefents, that for the more peaceable and 
orderly government of the faid plantations, it fhall and may be laws 
ful for the governor, deputy-governor, affiftants, and all other of 
ficers and miniiters of the faid company, in the adminiftration of 
guftice and exercife of government in the faid plantations, to ufes 
exercife, and put in execution, fuch methods, rules, orders, and di- 
rections, not being contrary and repugnant to the laws and ftatutes 
of this our realm, as have been heretofore given, ufed, and accuf- 


tomed in fuch caies refpectively, to be put in practice, until at the — 
next or fome other general affembly, efpectal provifion fhall be made — 


in the cafes aforefaid. And we do farther, for us, our heirs and 


fucceffors, give and grant unto the faid governor and company, and 


their fucceffors, by thefe prefents, that it fhall and may be lawful to 
and for the jaid governor, or, in his abfence, the deputy-governor 


and major part of the faid affiftants for the time being, at any time. 


when the faid general Affembly is not fitting, to nominate, appoint, 
and conflitute fuch and fo many commanders, governors, and mili- 


tary officers, as to them {hall feem requifite, for the leading, con- 
ducting, and training up the inhabitants of the faid plantations in 


martial affairs, and tor the defence and fafeguard of the faid planta- 
tions ; and that it fhall and may be lawful to and for all and every 
fuch commander, governor, and military officer, that fhall be fo as 
aforelaid, or by the governor, or in his abfence the deputy-governor 
and {ix of the afliftants, and major part of the freemen of the faid 
eompany prefent at any general aflemblies, nominated, appointed, 


and. 
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and conftituted, according to the tenor of his and their re{pective 
commifiions and directions, to affemble, exercife in arms, marfhal, 
array, and put in warlike pofture, the sik antaeys of the faid colony, 
for their efpecial defence and fafety ; ; and to lead and conduét the 
faid inhabitants, and to encounter, repulfe, and refift by force of 
arms, as well by fea as by land, to kill, flay, and deftroy, by all 
fitting ways, enterprifes, and means whatfoever, all and every fuch 
perfon or perfons as fhall at any time hereafter attempt or entere 
prife the deftruétion, invafion, , detriment, or annoyance of the faid 
‘inhabitants or plantations ; and to ufe and exercife the law martial i in 
fuch cafes only as occafion fhall neceflarily require ; and to take and 
furprife, by all ways and means whatfoever, all and every fuch per- 
fon and perfons, with their fhip or thips, armour, ammunition, or 
other goods of fuch perfons as fall in hoftile manner invade or ate 
tempt the defeating of the faid plantation, or the hurt of the faid 


_ company and inhabitants ; and upon juft caufes to invade and de- ) 


ftroy the natives, Indians, or other enemies of the faid colony. Ne- 
verthelefs, our will and pleafure is, and we do hereby declare to the 
reft of our colonies in New-England, that it thall not be lawful for 
this our faid colony of Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantations, in 
New-England, in America, to invade the natives inhabiting within the 
bounds and limits of their faid colonies, without the knowledge and 
confent of the faid other colonies. And it is hereby declared, that it 
fhall not be lawful to or for the reft of the colonies to invade or 
moleit the native Indians, or any other inhabitants, inhabiting within 
the bounds or limits hereafter mentioned (they having fubjected 
themfelves unto us, and being by us taken into our fpecial protection) 
without the knowledge and’ confent of the governor and company 
of our colony of Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantation. Alfo 
our will and pleafure is, and we do hereby declare unto all Chriftian 
Kings, Princes, and States, that if any pe erfon, which fhall hereafter 
be of the faid company or plantation, or any other by appointment 
of the faid governor and company for the time being, fhall at any 


) time or times hereafter rob or {poil, by fea or land, or do any hurt, 


| 


| 


or unlawful hoftility, to any of the fubjects of us, our heirs and 
fucceffors, or to any of the fubjeéts of any Prince or State being 


_ then in league with us, our heirs and fucceffors ; upon complaint of 


fuch injury done to any fuch Prince or * Stites or their fubjeds, 
we, our heirs and fucceffors, will make open proclamation, within 


any parts of our realms of England fit for ‘that purpofe, that the 
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perfon or perfons committing any fuch robbery or {poil fhall, within 
the time limited by fueh proclamation, make full reftitytion or fatis- 
faction of all fuch injuries done or committed, fo as the faid prince, 
or others fo complaining, may be fully fatistied and contented ; and 
if the faid perfon or perfons who fhall commit any fuch robbery or 
fpoil, thall not make fatisfaction accordingly, within fuch time fo to 


be limited, that then we, our heirs and fucceffors, wil] put fuch per-. 


fon or perfons out of our allegiance and protection ; and that then it 
fhall and may be*‘lawful and free for all princes, or others, to pro- 
' fecute with hoftility fuch offenders, and every of them, their and 
every of their procurers, aiders, abettors, and counfellors, in that 


% 


behalf. Provided alfo, and our exprefs will and pleafure is, and we © 


do by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs and fucceffors, ordain and 
appoint, that thefe prefents fhall not in any manner hinder any of 
our loving fubjeéts whatfoever from ufing and exercifing the trade 
of fifhing upon the coaft of New-England, in America, but that 
they, and every or any of them, fhall have full and free power and 
liberty to continue and ufe the trade of fifhing upon the faid coait, 
in any of the feas’ thereunto adjoining, or any arms of the fea, or 
falt water, rivers and creeks, where they have been accuftomed to 
fifh, and to build and fet upon the wafte land belonging to the faid 
colony and plantations fuch wharfs, ftages, and workhoufes, as fhall 
be neceflary for the falting, drying, and keeping of their fifh to be 
taken or gotten upon that coaft. And farther, for the encourages 
ment of the inhabitants of our {aid colony of Providence Plantation 
to fet upon the bufinefs of taking whales, it fhall be lawful for them, 
or any of them, having ftruck a whale, dubertus, or other great 
fifh, it or them to purfue unto that coaft, and into any bay, river, 
cove, creek or fhore, belonging thereto, and it or them, upon 
the faid coaft, or in the faid bay, river, cove, creck, or fhore 
belonging thereto, to kill and order for the beft advantage, with- 
out moleftation, they making no wilful wafte or fpoil; any 


thing in thefe prefents coutained, or any other matter or thing — 


to the contrary notwithftanding. And farther alfu, we are gra- 
cioufly pleafed, and co hereby declare, that if any of the inhabi- 
tants of our faid colony do fet upon the planting of vineyards, 
(the foil and climate both feeming «naturally to concur to the pro- 
duétion of wines) or be induftrious in the difcovery of fifhing- 
banks, in or about the faid colony, we will, from time to time, give 


and allow all due and fitting encouragement therein, as to others in ~ 


cafes 


- 
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cafes of like nature. And farther, of our more ample grace, cer- 
tain knowledge, and mere motion, we have given and granted, and 
by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs and fucceffors, do give and 
grant, unto the faid governor and company of the Englifh colony 
of Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantation, in the Narraganfet bay, 
in New-England, in America, and to every inhabitant there, and to 


every perfon and perfons trading thither, and to every fuch perfon 


or perfons as are or fliall be free of the faid colony, full power 
and authority, from time to time, and-at all times hereafter, to take, 
fhip, tranfport, and carry away, out of any of our realms and do- 
minions, for and towards the plantation and defence of the faid co- 
lony, fuch and fo many of our loving fubjects and ftrangers, as fhall 
or will willingly accompany them in and to their faid colony and 
plantation, except fuch perfon or perfons as are or fhall be therein 
reftrainéd by us, our heirs and fucceffors, or any law or flatute of 
this realm ; and alfo to fhip and tranfport all and all manner of goods, 
chattels, mefchandize, and other things whatfoever, that are or fhall 
be ufeful or neceflary for the faid plantations, and defence thereof, 
and ufually tranfported, and not prohibited by any law or ftatute of 
this our realm ; yielding and paying unto us, out heirs and fuceeflors, 
fuch the duties, cuftoms and fubfidies, as are or ought to be paid 
or payable for the fame. And farther, our will and pleafure is 
and we do, for us, our heirs and fucceffors, ordain, declare and 
grant, unto the faid governor and company, and their fucceffors, 
that all and every the fubjeéts of us, our heirs and fucceffors, 
which are already planted and fettled within our faid colony of Pro- 
vidence Plantation, or which {hall hereafter go to inhabit within the 
faid colony, and all and every of their children which have been 
born there, or which fhall happen hereafter to be born there, or on 


the fea going thither or returning from thence, fhall have and enjoy 


all liberties and immunities of free and natural fubje@ts, within any 
the dominions of us, our heirs and fucceffors, to all intents, con- 
ftructions, and purpofes whatfoever, as if they and every of them 
were born within the realm of England. And farther know ye, that — 
we, of our more abundant grace, certain knowledge, and mere mo-" 
tion, have given, granted and confirmed, and by thefe prefents, for us, 
our heirs and fucceffors, do give, grant and confirm unto the faid 
governor and company, and their fucceffors, all that part of our do- 
minions in New-England, in America, containing the Nahantick 
and Nanhyganfett, alias. Narraganfet bay, and countries and parts 

K kz ade 


252 GENERAL DESCRIPTION 


adjacent, botindéd on the weft, or wefterly, to the middle or chara 


eee 


nel of a river there, commonly called and known by the name of — 
Pawcatuck, alias Pawcawtuck river, and fo along the faid river, — 


as the greater or middlé ftream thereof reachéth or lies up into! 
the north country, northward unto thé héad thereof, and frona 
thence by a ftrait line drawn due north, until-it meet with the 


fouth line of thé Maffachufetts colony; and on the north or 
northerly, by the afofefaid fouth or foutherly line of the Maffa- 


chufetts colony of plantation, and extending towards the eaf 
or eaftwardly three Englifh miles; to the éaft and north-eaft of the 
moft eaftern ard north-eaftern parts of the aforefaid Narraganfet 


bay, as the faid bay lieth or extendeth itfelf from the océan on the. 


fouth or fouthwardly, unto the mouth of the river which runneth 


e 


towards the town of Providence, and from thence along the eaft: 


wardly fide or bank of the faid river, (higher called by the name of 


Seacunck river) up to the falls called Patucket Falls, being the moft 


weftwardly line of Plymouth colony; and fo from the faid falls, in” 


a ftrait line due north; until it meet with the aforefaid line of the 


Maffachufetts colony,, and bounded on the fouth by the ocean, and 
‘in particular the lands*belonging to the towns of Providence, Patuxit, 
Warwicke, Mifquammacock, alias Pawcatuck, and the reft upon 


the main land, in the tract aforefaid, together with Rhode-Ifland, 
‘Blocke-Ifland, and all the reft of the iflands and banks in the Nar- 


‘taganfet bay, and bordering upon the coaft of the tract aforefaid, 


‘(Fither’s ifland only excepted) togethe® with all firm lands, foils, 
4, 


“grounds, havens, ports, rivers, waterdyamen hes, mines royal, and all 


other mines, miinerals, precious ftone 


érounds, rocks, flates, and all and fingular other commodities, jurif= q 
dictions, royalties, privileges, fr anchifes, pre-eminencies, and heres 
ditaments. whatfoever, within the faid-tract, bounds, lands, and : 
iflands aforefaid, to them or any of them belonging, or in any wile 4 


&? 
appertaining: »To have and to hold the fame unto the faid gover- 


nor and company, and their fucceflors for ever, upon, truft, for | 


‘the ufe and benefit of themfelves and their affociates; freemen of the 
» ° . ° . . . . 
faid colony, their heirs and affigns. To be holden of us, our heirs 


and fucceffors, as of the manner of Eaft-Greenwich, in our county | 
of Kent, in free and common foccagé, and not ia capite, nor by 4 
‘knights fervice. Yielding “and paying therefor to us, our heirs and J 
fucceffors, ‘orily the fifth part of all the ore of gold and filver, which 7) 
from time to time, and at all times hereafter, fhall be there gotten, had oa 
; or 


quarries, woods, woods ~ 


*» 


s 
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sor obtained, in lieu and fatisfaétion of all fervices, duties, fines, for - 
feitures, made or to be made, claims or demands whatfoever, to be 
to us, our heirs or fucceffors, therefor or thereabout rendered, made 
or paid ; any grant or claufe, in a late grant to the governor and 
company of Connecticut colony in America, to the contrary thereof 
in any wife notwithftanding; the aforefaid Pawcatuck river having 
been yielded after much debite, for the fixed and cei: tain bounds 
between thefe our faid colonies, by the agents thereol’; who have 
alfo agreed, that the faid Pawcatuck river fhall alfo be ae alias 
Narrogancett or Narroganfett river, and to prevent future difputes 
that otherwife might arife thereby, for ever hereafter fhall be con- 
frued, deemed; and taken to be the Narrogancett river, in.our late 
grant to Connecticut colony, mentioned as the eafterly bounds of that 
colony. And farther, our will and pleafure is, that in all matters of 
public controverfies,; which may fall out between onr colony of Con- 
necticut and Providence Plantation, to make their appeal therein to us, 
our heirs and fucceffors, for redrefs in fuch cafes, within this our realm 
of England: and that it fhall be lawful to and’for the inhabitants of 
the faid colony of Providence plantation, without lett or moleftation 
to pafs and repafs with freedom into and through the reft of the 
Englifh colonies upon their lawful and ct occafions, and to con- 
verfe, and hold commerce; and trade with fuch of the inhabitants of 
our other Englifh colonies as fhall be willing to admit them there 
unto; they behaving themfelves peaceably among them; any act, 

y,of the faid colonies provided, or that fhall 
be provided, to the @entpary in any wife notw ithitanding. And 


claule, or fentence, in, 


heirs and fucceffors, ordain and orant unte 
the faid governor and. company, and their fucceflors, by thefe pre- 
fents, that thefe our letters patents fhall be firm, good, effectual 
and available, in all things in the law, to all intents, conftru@tions 


laftly, we do for us,. ow 


and purpofes whatfoeyer;. according to our true intent and meaning 
herein before declared; and fhall be conftrued, reputed and adjudged 
in all cafes, moft favourably on the behalf, and for the beft benefit 
and behoof of the faid governor and company, and their fuccefforss 
although exprefs mention, &c. In witnefs, &c. witnefs, &c. 
: ; i Per zpfum Regem:s 

Since the foregoing fheets went to prefs, Mr. Cooper’s valuable 
*work, entitled ** Some Information refpetting America,” has been pub- 
Tithed—with his obfervations we fhall conclude our account of ood 
State. 


« Rhodes 


bch GENERAL DESCRIPTION, &c. 
‘© Rifode-Ifland; in point of climate and produétions, as well a3 
in appearance, is pethaps the moft fimilar to Great-Britain of any 


73 
” 
"% 


State in the Union. The winters are fomewhat longer and more fe . 


veré, the fummers, perhaps, a little warmer: but it participates 
with Great-Britain 7# ome meafure in the defects of climate, being 
from its fituation fubject to a moifter atmofphere * than many of 
the other States. The foil of Rhode-Ifland alfo (though not in gene- 
ral of a goad quality) is too much improved, and thé land too much 
divided to admit of any large contiguous purchafes as a fpeculation; 
though fingle farms at a rate comparatively moderate might be pro- 
cured here: this, however, is owing to a decay of trade in this part 
of America, and to the inhabitants themfelves quitting their fitua- 
tions for the profpect of a more advantageous trade. It is rather 
adapted for a grazing than acorn country ; fcantily timbered, coms 
paratively plentiful in milk and butter, and cheefe; but not abound: 
‘Ing in what the Amertcatis termi good or rich land. The divifion of 
property, however, and its prefent tendency rather to decreafe than 
increafe in value, renders it ineligible for moft Britifh fettlers.” 


* This obfervation is applicable to the vicinity of New-York alfo, where they 
find that wood intended for ufe in the fouthern climates cannot be fufficiently feafoned. 
In Pennfylvania it may, Indeed this remark will evidently apply to the whole northere 
feancoaft of Anieriaa, 
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STATE OF 
CONNECTICUT 


SITUATION, EXTENT, AND BOUNDARIES, 


Tus State is fituated between 41° and 42° 2’ north latitude, and 
2° 50’ and 3° 20’ eaft longitude from Philadelphia. Its length 
is about eighty-two miles, and its breadth fifty-feven. It is bounded 
on the north by Maffachufetts, on the eaft by Rhode-Ifland, on the 
fouth by the Souad, which divides it from i surils. and on the 
weft by the State of New-York. 

The divifional line between Connecticut and Maffachufetts, as 
fettled in 1713, was found to be about feventy-two miles in length, 
The line dividing Connecticut from Rhode-Ifland was fettled in 
4728, and found to be about forty-five miles, The fea coaft, from 
the mouth of Paukatuk river, which forms a part of the eaftern 
boundary of Conneticut, in a direct fouth-wefterly line to the mouth 
of Byram river, is reckoned at about ninety miles. The line be- 
tween Connecticut and New-York runs from latitude 41° to 
latitude 42° 2’, feventy-two miles. Thus Connecticut contains about. 
four thoufand fix hundred and feventy-four fquare miles, equal te 
about two millions fx hundred and forty thoufand acres. 


AIR AND CLIMATE. 


Conneéticut, though fubject to the extremes of heat and cold in 
‘their feafons, and to frequent fudden changes, is very healthful. 
The north-weft winds, in the winter feafon, are often extremely fe- 
were and piercing, occafioned by the great body of {now which lies 
concealed from the diffolving influence of the fun, in the immenfe 
forefts north and north- welt. The clear and ferene temperature of 
the iky, however, makes amends for the feverity of the weather, and 
is favourable to health and longevity. In the maritime towns the 


weather is variable, according as the wind blows from the fea or 
land; 
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Jand; but in the interior of the country, the fea breezes having leis 
effet upon the air, confequently the. weather 1 is ae variable. 


FACE OF THE COUNTRY, SEA COAST, &c. a 
Connecticut: is generally broken land, made up of mountains, 4 
hills, and vallies. Itis laid out in fmall farms, from fifty to three 
er four hundred acres ‘each, which are held by the farmers in fee 
fimple, and are generally cultivated as well as the nature of the foil 


will admit. “[he State is chequered with innumerable roads or high- 
ways, croffing each other in every direction. A traveller, in any of 
thefe roads, even in the moft unfettled parts of the State, will fel. 
dom pafs more than two or three miles without finding a houfe or 
cottage, and a farm under fuch 1 impr ovements as to afford the necef- | 
faries for the fupport of a family. ‘The whole State refembles a we le 9 
enltivated garden, which, with that degree of induftry that As nee 
ceffary to happinefs, produces the neceflaries and conveniencies of — 
life in great plenty; it is exceedingly well watered by numerous _ 
sivers, but the principal is that which gives its name to this State; 
this we have already deferibed.* | 3 or 4 
The Houfatonick + pafes through a number of pleafant towns in a 
this State, and empties. into the found between Stratford and Milfords 4 
it is navigable twelve miles to Derby, A bar of fhiells, at its mouth, 4 
obftrudts its navigation for large veffels. In this river, betweem © 
Salifbur y and Canaan, is a Rey where the water of the whole _ x 
: river, which is one hundred and fifty. yards wide, falls about fixty 
feet perpendicular, in a perfect white: theet, exhibiting a fcene € eX q 
ceec lingly grand and beautiful. 
Naugatuk is a fmall river which rifes i in Torrington, and empties a | 
into the Houfatonick at Derby. iS 
The ‘Thames empties into Long-Tfland found at New-London : it 
is navigable fourteen miles to Norwich Landing: here it lofes its” ‘ 
name, aid branches into Shetucket on the eatt, and Norwith or 
Little river on the weft. The city of Norwich ftandg on the tongue 
ef land. hetween thefe rivers. Little river, about a mile from its ¥ 
mouth, hus a remarkable and very romantic cataract. A rock, ten 
or twelve feet in perpendicular height, extends quite acrofs the chan- 7 
nel of the river: over this the whole river pitches, in one entire : 


he ) 
* Page 11. + An indian name, fignifying Over the Mountain, 
it | avery” 
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@ very narrow channel between two craggy cliffs, one of which 
towers to a confiderable height: the channel defcends gradually, is 
very crooked, and covered with pointed rocks. Upon thefe the 
water {wiftly tumbles, foaming with the moft violent agitation, fif- 
_ teen or twenty rods, into a broad bafon which {fpreads before it. At 
the bottom of the perpendicular falls, the rocks are curioufly exca= 
vated by the conftant pouring of the water: fome of the cavities, 
which areall of a circular form, are five or fix feet deep. Thefmooth- 
nefs of the water above its defcent—the regularity and beauty, of the 
perpendicular fall—the tremendous roughnefs of the other, and the 
craggy, towering cliff which impends the whole prefents to the 
view of the fpectator a fcene indefcribably delightful and majeftic. 
On this river are fome of the fineft mill feats in New-England ; and 
thofe immediately below the falls, occupied by Lathrop’s mills, are, 
perhaps, not exceeded by any in the world. Acrofs the mouth of 
this river is a broad, commodious Drage in the form of a wharf, 
built at a great expenfe. 

Shetucket river, the other branch of the Thames, four miles from 
its mouth, receives Quinnabogue, which has its fource in Brimfield 
in Maffachufetts; thence pafling through Sturbridge and Dudley in 
Maffachufetts, it croffes into Conneéticut, and divides Pomfret from 
Killingly, Canterbury from Plainfield, and Lifbon from Prefton, 
and then mingles with the Shetucket. In paffing through this hilly 
country, it tumbles over many falls, two of which, one in Thomp- 
fon, the other in Brooklyn, are thirty feet each ; this river affords a 
vaft number of fine mill feats. In its courfe it receives a great number 
of tributary ftreams, the principal of which are Muddy Brook, and Five 
Mile river. Shetucket river is formed by the junétion of Willaman- 
tick and Mount Hope rivers, which unite between Wyndham and 
Lebanon. In Lifbon it receives Little river ; and ata little diftance 
farther the Quinnabogue, and empties as above. Thefe rivers are, 
indeed, fed by numberlefs brooks from every part of the adjacent 
country.—At the mouth of Shetucket is a bridge of timber one hun- 
dred and twenty-four feet in length, fupported at each end by 
pillars, and held up in the middle by braces on the top, in the na- 
ture of an arch. 

Paukatuck river is an inconfiderable ftream which heads in Stos 
nington, and empties into Stonington harbour. It forme part of the 
dividing line between Connedticut and Rhode-Ifland, 

Vou, Ll | alt, 
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Eaft, or North-Haven river, rifes in Southington, not far from a 
bend in Farmington river, and pafling through Wallingford and 
North-Haven, falls into New-Haven harbour.—It: has been in 
contemplation to connect the fource of this river with Farmington : 
i 


fiver. 

Eat and Weft rivers are inconfiderable ftreams, bounding the city 
of New-Haven on the eaft and weft. 

Weft of the Houfatonick are a number of fmall rivers, which fall 
into the found. Among thefe is Byram river, noticeable only as go 
forming a part of the boundary between New-York and Connetticut. 
But neither this, nor any of the others, are confiderable enough to 
merit particular attention. 4 

The two principal harbours in this State are at New-London and 'j 
New-Haven. ‘The former opens to the fouth. From the light- 
houfe, which ftands at the mouth of the harbour, to the town, is & 
about three miles; the breadth is three quarters of a mile, andin ~ 
fome places more. The harbour has from five to fix fathoms water— — 
aclear bottom—tough, ooze, and as far as one mile above the town ; 


is entirely fecure, and commodious for large fhips. 
New-Haven harbour is greatly inferior to that of New-London. - i 
‘This a bay which fets up northerly from the found, about four miles. 4 
Its entrance is about half a mile wide. It has very good anchorage, - 
and two anda half fathom at low water, and three fathom and four # 
- feet at common tides. ‘ . 
About a mile from the town, on the channel, a pier is erected, at 
which veffels of fuch fize as cannot come up to the wharf, lade and 4 
untade. A fum of money has lately been raifed by lottery for the 7 
purpofe of extending the long wharf to this pier, and the work is ~ 
partly accomplifhed ; when completed, this wharf will be the longeft : | 
in the United States, and will be a vaft benefit to the town. E, 
The whole of the fea coaft is indented with harbours, many of ) 
which are fafe and commodious, but are not fufficiently ufed to 4 
merit a defcription. . 


SOIL, PRODUCTIONS, &c. 


Some {mall parts of the foil of this State are thin and barren, brill : 
in general it is a and fertile. Its principal productions are In- : 
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nips, peas, beans, &c.&c. Fruits of all kinds, which are common 
to the climate. The foil is very well calculated for pafture and 
mowing, which enables the farmers to feed large numbers of neat 
cattle and horfes. A@tual calculation ‘has evinced, that any given 
quantity of the bef mowing land in Connecticut produces about 
twice as much clear profit, as the fame quantity of the beft wheat 
land in the State of New-York. Many farmers, in the eaftern part 
of the State, have lately found theif advantage in raifing mules, which 
are carried from the ports of Norwich and New-London to the Weft- . 
Jndia iflands, and yield a handfome profit. The beef, pork, butter, 
and cheefe of Connecticut, are ’equal to any in the world. 

On the bank of Connecticut river, two miles from Middleton, is 
a lead mine, which was wrought during the war, at the expenfe of 
the State, and was productive, but it is {uppofed to be too expenfive to 
work in time of peace. Copper mines have been difcovered and 
opened in feveral parts of the State, but have proved unproftable, 
and are much neglected. Iron ore abounds in many parts of the 
State. Talks of various kinds, white, brown, and chocolate cO* 
loured cryftals, zink or fpelter, a femi-metal, and feveral other fof- 
fils and metals, have been found in different parts of this State. At 
Stafford there is a medicinal fpring, which is faid to be a fovereign re- 
medy for fcorbutic, cutaneous, and other diforders. 


CIVIL DIVISIONS. — 


Connecticut is divided into eight counties, viz. Hartford, New- 
Haven, New-London,. ‘Fairfield, Wyndham, Litchfield, Middlefex, 
and Tolland; thefe are divided into about one hundred townfhips. 
Each owatin. is a corporation, invefted with power to hold lands, 
choofe their own town officers, to make prudential laws, the penalty 
of tranfgreflion not to exceed twenty fhillings, and to choofe their 
own reprefentatives to the General Affembly. The townships 
-are generally divided into two or more parifhes, in each of which 

is one or more places for pene pase le. and {chool houfes at con- 
_ venient diftances. 


CHIEF TOWNS AND CURIOSITIES. 


There are a great number of very pleafant towns, both maritime | 
and inland, in Conneéticut. It contains five cities, incorporated with 
extenfive jurifdi&tion i in civil caufes. Two of thefe, Hartford and 

Ll Py ipa. New- 
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New-Haven, are capitals of the State. The General Affembly is holdert 
at the former in May, and at the latterin Oober, annually. 


HARTFORD. . 


Hartford city is fituated at the head of the navigation on the weft 
fide of Conneticut river, about fifty miles from its entrance into the 
found. Its buildings are a ftate houfe, two churches for Congrega- 
tionalifts, a diftillery, befides upwards of three hundred dwelling 
houfes, a number of which are handfomely built with brick. 

The town is divided by a fmall river, with high romantic banks. 
Over this river is a bridge, conneéting the two divifions of the town. 
Hartford is advantageoufly fituated for trade, has a very fine back 
country, enters largely into the manufacturing bufinefs, and is a 
rich, flourifhing, commercial town. A bank has lately been eftab- 
lifhed in this city. 

NEW-HAVEN. 

This city lies round the head of a bay, which makes up about four 
miles north from the found. It covers part of a large plain, which 
is circumfcribed on three fides by high hills or mountains. ‘Two 
{mall rivers bound the city eaft and weft. The town was originally 
laid out in fquares of fixty rods. Many of the fquares have been 
divided by crofs ftreets. Four ftreets run north-weft and fouth-eaft, 
thefe are croffed by others at right angles. Near the center of the 
city is the public fquare; on and around which are the public 
‘buildings, which are, a ftate houfe, college, and chapel, three 
churches for Congregationalifts, and one for Epifcopalians. Thefe 
are all handfome and commodious buildings. The college, chapel, 
{tate houfe, and one of the churches, are of brick. The public fquare 
is encircled with rows of trees, which render it both convenient and de- 
lightful. Its beauty, however, is greatly diminifhed by the burial 
ground, and feveral of the public buildings, which occupy a confides 
rable part of it. 

Many of the ftreets are ornamented with two rows of trees, one on 
each fide, which gives the city a rural appearance. The profpect 
from the fteeples is greatly variegated and extremely beautiful. 
There are about five hundred dwelling houfes in the city, princi- 
pally of wood, and well built, and fome of them elegant. The 
firects are fandy, but neat and cleanly. ‘Within the limits of the 
city are four thoufand inhabitants. About one in feventy die an- 
ually ; this proves the healthfulnefs of its climate. Indeed, as to 

pleas 
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pleafantnefs of fituation and falubrity of air, New-Haven is not ex- 

ceeded by any city in America. It carries on a confiderable trade 
with New-York and the Weft-India iflands, has feveral kinds of 
manufactures, and is flourifhing. : 


f 


NEW-LONDON,. 


This city ftands on the weft fide of the river Thames, near its en 
trance into the found, in latitude 41° 25’. It has two places for 
public worfhip, one for Epifcopalians, and one for Congregation- 
alifts ; about three hundred dwelling houfes, and four thoufand fix 
hundred inhabitants. Its harbour is the beft in Connecticut. It is 
defended by Fort Trumbull and Fort Grifwold, the one in New- 
London, the other in Groton. A confiderable part of the town was 
burnt by Benedict Arnold in 1781. This part has fince been re- 
built. | 

NORWICH. 


Norwich ftands at the head of Thames river, fourteen miles north — 
from New-London. It is a commercial city, has a rich and extenfive 
back country, and avails itfelf of its natural advantages at the head 
of the navigation. Its fituation upon a river, which affords a great 
number of convenient feats for mills and water-machines of all kinds, 
renders it very eligible in a manufacturing view. 

The inhabitants are not neglectful of the advantages which nature 
has fo liberally given them. They manufacture paper of all kinds, 
ftockings, clocks, and watches, chaifes, buttons, ftone and earthen 
ware, wire, oil, chocolate, bells, anchors, and all kinds of forge 
work. The city contains about four hundred and fifty dwelling- 
houfes, a court-houfe, and two churches for Congregationalifts, and 
one for Epifcopalians, and about three thoufand inhabitants. The 
city is in three detached, compact divifions; viz. Chelfea, at the 


landing, the town, and Bean Hill; in the latter divifion is an aca- 


demy; and in the town is a fchool, fupported by a donation from 
Dr. Daniel Lathrop, deceafed. The courts of law are held alter- 
“nately at New-London and Norwich. 


MIDDLETON. 


Middleton is pleafantly fituated on the weftern bank of Con- 


 netticut river, fifteen miles fouth of Hartford. It is the principal 


‘town in Middlefex county—has about three hundred houfes—a court- 
3 | | houfe— 
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houfe—one church for Congregationalifts—and one for Epifco- 
palians—a naval office—and carries on a large and increafing trade. 


 WETHERSFIELD. 


Four miles fouth of Hartford is Wethersfield, a very pleafant town, 
of between two and three hundred honfes, fituated on a fine foil, 
with an elegant brick church for Congregationalifts. A fair is held 
here twice a year. ‘This town is noted for raifing onions. 

Windfor, Farmington, Litchfield, Milford, Stratford, Fairfield, 
Guilford, Stamford, Wyndham, Suffield, and Enfield, are all con- 
derable and very pleafant towns. 


Two miles weft of New-Haven is a mountain, on the top of ~ 


which is a cave, remarkable for having been the refidence of Gene- 
rals Whaley and Goffe, two of the judges of Charles I. who was be- 
headed. They arrived at Bofton, July 1660, and came to New- 


Haven the following year, and retired, and concealed themfelves 
behind Weft Mountain, three miles from New-Haven. They foon “4 
after removed to Milford, where they lived concealed until October, © 
31664, when they returned to New-Haven, and immediately pro- 


ceeded to Hadley, where they remained concealed for about ten 
years, in which time Whaley died, and Goffe foon after fled. In. 
1665; John Dixwell, Efq. another of the King’s judges, vifited them © 
while at Hadley, and afterwards proceeded to New-Haven, where he 
lived many years, and was known by the name of John Davis, 
Here he died, and was buried in the public burying-place, where 
his grave-ftone is ftanding to this day, with this infcription :— 
“ J.D. Efq. deceafed, March 18th, in the eighty-fecond year of his) 
age, 1688.” 

In the town of Pomfret is a cave, rendered remarkable by the hu- 
mourous adventure of General Putnam.—This cave is defcribed, — 
and the ftory elegantly told by Colonel Humphreys, in his life of 
that hero. The ftory and the defcription 1 fhall infert in his own | 
words. | | 
‘‘ Soon after Mr. Putnam removed to Connecticut, the wolves, then 
very numerous, broke into his fheep-fold, and killed feventy fine 
fheep and goats, befides wounding many lambs and kids. ‘This 
havoc. was committed by a fhe-wolf, which, with her. annual 
whelps, had for feveral years infefted the vicinity. The young 
were commonly deftroyed by the vigilance of the hunters, but 
the old one was too fagacious to come within reach of gun-fhot t 

ys upen 
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upon being clofely purfued, fhe would generally fly to the 
weftern wocds, and return the next winter with another fitter | 
of whelps.. 

This wolf at length became fuch an intolerable nuifance, that Mr. 
Putnam entered into a combination with five of his neighbours to hunt 
alternately until they could deftroy her. Two, by rotation, were to be 
conftantly in purfuit. It was known, ‘that, having loft the toes 
from one foot, by a fteel trap, fhe made one track fhorter than the 
other. By this veftige, the purfuers recognized in a light {now the 
route of this pernicious animal. Having followed her to Connec- 
ticut river, and found fhe had turned back in a direct courfe to- 
wards Pomfret, they immediately returned, and by ten the next morn 
ing the blood-hounds had driven her into a den, about three miles 
diftant from the houfe of Mr. Putnam: the people foon colleéed 
with dogs, guns, ftraw, fire and fulphur, to attack the common 
enemy. With this apparatus feveral unfuccelsful efforts were made 
to force her from the den. The hounds came back badly wounded, 
and refufed to return. The fmoke of blazing ftraw had no effect ; 

nor did the fumes of burnt brimftone, with which the cavern was 
filled, compel her to quit the retirement. Wearied with fuch fruit- 
lefs attempts (which had brought the time to ten o’clock at night) 
Mr. Putnam tried once more to make his dog enter, but in vain; he 
propofed to his negro man to go down into the cavern and fhoot the 
wolf: the negro declined the hazardous fervice. Then it was that 
Mr. Putnam, angry at the difappointment, and declaring that he was 
afhamed to have a coward in his family, refolved himfelf to deftroy 
the ferocious beaft, left the fhould efeape through fome unknown fif- 
fure of the rock. His neighbours ftrongly remonftrated againft the 
perilous enterprize ; but he knowing that wild animals were intimi- 
dated by fire, and having provided feveral {trips of birch bark, the 
only combuftible material which he could obtain, that would afford 
light in this deep and darkfome cave, prepared’ for his defcent. 
Having accordingly divefted himfelf of his coat and waiftcoat, and’ 
having along rope faftened round his legs, by which he might be 
pulled back at aconcerted fignal, he entered head foremoft, with the 
blazing torch in his hand. 

‘The aperture of the den, on the eaft fide of a very high ledge 
of rocks, is about two feet {quare; from thence it defcends obliquely 
fifteen feet, then running horizontally about ten more, it afcends 
gradually fixteen feet towards its termination, The fides of this fub- 

terrangous 
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terraneous cavity are compofed of fmooth and folid rocks, which, 
feem to have been divided from each other by, fome former earth- 
quake. The top and bottom are alfo of ftone, and the entrance, in 
winter, being covered with ice, is exceedingly flippery. It is in no 
place high enough for a man to raife himfelf upright ; nor in any part 
more than three feet in width.. 

Having groped his paflage to the horizontal part of the den, the 
moft terrifying darknefs appeared in front of the dim circle of light 
afforded by his torch. It was filentas the houfe of death. None 
but monfters of the defert had ever before explored this folitary mane 
fion of horror. He, cautioufly proceeding onward, came to the 
afcent, which he flowly mounted on his hands and knees until he dif- 
covered the glaring eye balls of the wolf, who was fitting at the ex 
tremity of the cavern. Startled at the fight of fire, fhe gnafhed her 
- teeth, and gave a fullen growl. As foon as he had made the necef- 
fary difcovery, he kicked the rope as a fignal for pulling him out. 
The people, at the mouth of the den, who had liftened with painful 
anxiety, hearing the growling of the wolf, and fuppofing their friend 
to be in the moft imminent danger, drew him-forth with fuch cele- | 
rity, that his fhirt was ftripped over his head, and his fkin feverely 
lacerated. After he had adjufted his clothes, and loaded his gun 
with nine buck fhot, holding a torch in one hand, and the mutket 
in the other, he defcended a fecond time. When he drew nearer 
than before, the wolf, affuming a ftill more fierce and terrible ap- 
pearance, howling, rolling her eyes, fhapping her teeth, and drop- 
ping her head between her Jegs, was evidently in the attitude, and 
on the point of {pringing at him. At the critical inftant he levelled 
‘and fired-at her head. Stunned with the fhock, and fuffocated with 
the fmoak, he immediately found himfelf drawn out of the cave. 
But having refrefhed himfelf, and permitted the fmoak to diffipate, 
he went down the third time. Once more he came within fight of 
the wolf, who appearing very paifive, he applied the torch to her 
nofe ; and perceiving her dead, he took hold of her ears, and then 
kicking the rope ({till tied round his legs) the people above, with no 
{mall exultation, dragged them both out together.” 

Another bold and almoft prefumptuous deed in this veteran hero 
has rendered remarkable a precipice at Horfeneck, in this State. 
The ftory is this: ‘ About the middle of the winter, 1778, Gene- ~ 
ral Putnam being on a vifit to his out-poft at Horfeneck, he found 
Governor Tryon advancing upon that town with a corps of fifteen 

4 : hundred 
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hundred men—to oppofe thefe, General Putnam had only a picket of 
ene hundred and fifty men, and two iron field-pieces, without horfé 
or drag-ropes ; he, however, planted his cannon on the high ground 
by the meeting-houfe, and retarded their approach by firing ent 
times, until perceiving the horfe, fupported by the infantry, about to 
charge, he ordered the picket to provide for their fafety by retiring 
to a fwamp inacceflible to horfe; and fecured his own by plunging © 
down the fteep. precipice at the Baas upon a full trot. This pre- 
cipice is fo fteep, where he defcended, as to have artificial’ ftairs coms 
poted of nearly one hundred ftone fteps for the accommodation of 
foot paflengers. There the dragoons, who were but a fword’s length 
from him, ftopped fhort, for the declivity was fo abrupt that they 
ventured not to fellow; and before they could gain the valley by 
going round the brow of the hill in the ordinary road, he was far 
enough beyond their reach.” 

Tetoket mountain in Branford, latitude 41° 20’, on the north-weft — 
part of it, a few feet below the furface has ice in sates quantities in 
all feafons of the el 
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Connecticut is the moft populous, in proportion to its extent, of 
any of the United States: its advances in this re{peét have ever been , 
rapid. There have been more emigrations from it than from any of 
the other States, and yet it is at prefent full of inhabitants. This 
increafe may be afcribed to feveral caufes. The bulk of the inhabi« 
tants are induftrious, favacious hufbandmen. Their farms furnifh 
them with all the neceflaries, moft of the conveniencies, and but few 
of the luxuries of life. ‘They of courfe mutt be generally temperate, 
and if they choofe, can fubfift with as much independence as is con- 
fiftent with happinefs. The fubfiftence of the farmer is fubftantial, 
and does not depend. on incidental circumftances, like that of moft 
other profeffions. There is no neceflity of ferving an apprenticethip 
to the bufinefs, nor of a large ftock of money to commence it to ada 
vantage. Farmers who deal much in barter have lefs need of money 
than any other clafs of people. The eafe with which a comfortab'e 
fubfiftence is obtained, induces the hufbandman to malry young; 
the cultivation of his farm makes him ftrong and healthful; he toils 
cheerfully through the day—eats the fruit of his own labour with a 
gladfome heart—at night devoutly thanks his bounteous God for his 
daily bleffings—retires to reft, and his fleep is fweet. . Such circum- 

You. IT, Mm ftances 


\ 


266 GENERAL, DESCRIPTION 


ftances as thefe have greatly contributed to the amazing increafe of 
inhabitants in this State. . | 

In 1756 the number of inhabitants were one hundred and thirty 
thoufand fix hundred and eleven—In 1774 there were one hundred 
and ninety-feven thoufand eight hundred and fifty-fix ; being an in- 
creafe in eighteen years of fixty-feven.thoufand two hundred and 
forty-five. 


The following table exhibits a view of the population as it ftood 
in 1782. 
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Since the above period the counties of Middlefex and Tolland have, 
been conftituted, and a number of new townfhips, made up of divi- 
fions of the old ones, have impoliticly * been incorporated. 


“In 1790 the number of inhabitants, according to the cenfus ther 


taken, was as follows: 


* The multiplication of townthips increafes the number of reprefentatives, which #2 
already too great for the moft democratical government, and unneceffarily enhances. the 


expenfe of maintaining civil government in. the State. 
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Suppofing the account of 1782 to have been taken correét, the in- 
ereafe for eight years, ending in 1790, will be twenty-eight thoufand 
feven hundred and ninety-fix; on the moft moderate calculation we 
may, therefore, rate the prefent number of inhabitants in Connecticut 
at two hundred and feventy-three thoufand, or about a per- 
fons to every {quare mile. 


RELIGION AND CHARACTER. 


The religion of this State is happily adapted to a republican gos 
vernment; for as to the mode of exercifing church government and 
difcipline, it might not improperly be called a republican religion. 
Bach church has a feparate jurifdiction, and claims authority to 
choofe their own minifter, to exercife judgment, and to enjoy gofpel 
ordinances within itfelf. The churches, however, though independent 
of each other, are affociated for mutual benefit and convenience.— 
The affociations have power to licenfe candidates for the miniftry, to 
confult for: the general welfare, and to recommend meafures to be 
adopted by the churches, but have no authority to enforce them. 
When difputes arife in churches, counfels are called by the parties ta 
fettle them; but their power is only advilory. There are eleven 
affociations in the State, and they meet twice ina year. Thefe are 
all combined in one general affociation, who meet annually. 
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All men in this State are upon a fvoting of equality with refpect to 
religion; difqualifications for offices in the State on account of reli- 
gious opinions are unknown. Every fect whofe principles do not 
militate againft the peace of fociety, enjoy. here the full liberty of 
confcience; and a fpirit of liberality and catholicifm is increafing.— 
There are, however, very few religious fects in this State. The bulk 
of the people are Congregationalifts, the reft are Epifcopalians and 
Baptifts. Formerly there was a focicty of Sandimonians at New- 
Haven; but they are now reduced to a very {mall number. 

The clergy, who are numerous, and, as a body, very refpectable, 
have hitherto preferved a kind of ariftocratical balance in the very 
democratical government of this State, which has operated in fome 
inftances as a check upon the, perhaps, overbearing fpirit of republi- 
canifm. The unhappy religious difputes which have too much pre- 
vailed among fome of them, and an inattention to the qualifications 
of thofe who have been admitted to the facred office, have, however, 
heretofore confiderably diminifhed their influence. It is a pleafing 
circumftance that the rage for theological difputation is abating, and 
greater ftrictnefs is obferved in the admiffion of candidates to the 
miniftry. Their influence is on the increafe, and it is, in part, to 
their exertions that an evident reformation in the manners of the 
people of this State has taken place fince the peace. 

At the anniverfary election of the governor and other public offi- 
eers, which is held yearly at Hartford on the fecond Thurfday in 
May, a fermon is preached, which is publifhed at the expenfe of the 
State.* On thefe occafions a vaft concourfe of refpectable citizens, 


* Tt would anfwer many yaluable purpofes, if the gentlemen who are annually ap- 
pointed to preach thefe election fermons, would furnifh a fketch of the hiftory of the | 
State for the current year, to be publifhed at the clofe of their fermons. Such a fketch, 
which might eafily be made, would render election fermons much more yaluable. They 
would then be a very authentic repofitory of facts for future hiftorians of the State— 
they wold be more generally and more eagerly purchafed and read—they would ferve to 
diffeminate the important knowledge of the internal affairs of the State, which every . 
citizen ought to be acquainted with, and migat, if judicioufly executed, operate as acheck 
upon party f{pirit, and upon ambitious and defigning men, 

The Rev. Mr. Benjamin Trumbull, of North-Havén, has for feveral years, with 
indefatigable induftry, been making collections fora hiftory' of Connecticut. His abi- 
lities as a writer, and his accuracy as an hiftorian, the public already: know. It is hoped, 
the ‘Public will fhortly be favoured with, his hiftory.- Through. his indulgence in per- 
mitting felections to be made from his manutcripts, we are enabled to publiffa many of 


the facts in the hiftory of this State. 
parti. 
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particularly of the clergy, are collected from every part of the State ; 
and while they add dignity and folemnity to the important and joyful 
tranfactions of the day, ferve to exterminate party fpirit, and to har- 
monize the civil and religious interefts of the State. 

The inhabitants are almoft entirely of Englith defcent, There are 
no Dutch, French, or Germans, and very few Scotch or Irifh in any 
part of the State. 

In addition to what has been a iseady faid it may ps obferved, that 
the people of Connecticut are remarkably fond of having all their dif- 
putes, even thofe of the moft trivial kind, fettled according to law.— 
The prevalence of this litigious {pirit affords employment and fup- 
port for a numerous body of lawyers, The number of ations entered 
annually upon the feveral dockets in the State juftifies the above 
obfervations. That party fpirit, however, which is the bane of poli- 
tical happinefs, has not raged with fuch violence in this State as in 
Maffachufetts and Rhode-Ifland. Public proceedings have been con- 
ducted generally, and e/pecially of late, with much calmnefs and can- 
dour. The inhabitants are well informed in regard to their rights, 
and judicious in the methods they adopt to fecure them, The State 
enjoys a great fhare of political tranquillity ; the people live under a 
free government, and have no fear of a dignified tyrant. There are 
no overgrown eftates with rich and ambitious landlords, to have an 
undue and pernicious influence in the election of civil officers. Pro- 
perty 1s equally enough diyided, and muft continue to be fo as long 
as the eftates defcend as they now do. No perfon qualified by law is 
prohibited from voting. He who has the moft merit, nat he who 
has the moft money, is generally chofen into public office. As in- 
ftances of this, it is to be obferved, that many of the citizens of Con- 
necticut, from the humble walks of life, have arifen to the firft offices 
in the State, and filled them with dignity and reputation, ‘That bafe 
bufinefs of electioneering, which is the curfe of England, and direétly 
calculated to introduce the moft wicked and defigning men into. 
office, is yet but little known in Conneéticut. A man who withes to 
be chofen jnto office, acts wifely, for that end, when he keeps his de- 
fires to himfelf, 

A thirft for learning prevails among all ranks of destin in the State. 
More of the young men in Connecticut, in proportion to their num- 
bers, receive a public education, than. in any of the States of the 
Union befide, 
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Some have believed, and perhaps with reafon, that the fondrefs for 
academic and collegiate education is too great—that it induces tos 
THany to leave the plough. If men of liberal education would returs 
to the farm, and ufe their knowledge in improving agricuiture and 
encouraging manufactures, there could not be too many men of 
jearning in the State; but this is too feldom the cafe. 

Conneéticut had but a fmall proportion of citizens who did not 
join in oppofing the oppreflive meafures of Great-Britain, and was 
aétive and influential, both in the field and in the cabinet, in bring- 
ing about the revolution. Her foldiers were applauded by ge com- 
mander in chief for their bravery and fidelity. 

What has been faid in favour of Conneéticut, though true when 
generally applied, needs to be qualified with fome exceptions. Dr, 
Douglas {poke the truth. when he faid, that ‘fome of the meaner 
fort are villains.’ ‘Too many are idle and diifipated, and much time 
is unprofitably and wickedly {pent at taverns, in law fuits and petty 
arbitrations. The public fehools, i fome parts of the State, have 
been too much negle&ed, and in procuring inftructors, too little 
attention has been paid to their moral and literary qualifications. 


TRADE AND MANUFACTURES. 
The trade of Connecticut is principally with the Weft-India 
- Hlands, and is carried on in veffels of from fixty to an hundred and 
forty tons burden. ‘The exports confift of horfes, mules, oxen, oak 
itaves, hoops, pine boards, oak plank, ‘beans, Indian corn, fifh, beef, 
pork, &c.. Horfes, live cattle and‘lumber, are permitted in the Dutch, 
Danifh, and-French ports. 

Connecticut has a large number of coafting veffels employed in 
eairying her produce to other States.. To Rhode-Ifland, Matfla- 
chufetts,, and New-Hampfhire, they carry pork, wheat, corn and 
rye; to North and South Carolinas and G zeorgia, butter, cheefe, 
falted beef, cyder, apples, potatoes, hay, &c. and receive in return 
rice, indigo and money. But as New-York is nearer, and the ftate 
of the markets always well known; .much of the produce of Con- 
necticut, efpecially of the weftern parts, is carried there, particularly 
pot and pearl ath, flax feed, beef, pork, cheefe and butter, in large 
quantities. Mott of the produce of Connecticut river, from the 


ports of Maffachufetts, New-Hampfhire, and Vermont, as well ag 


of Connecticut, which are adjacent, goes to the fame market. Con- 
fiderabte 


OF CONNECTICUT. 274 


fiderable quantities of the producé of the eaftern parts of the State 
are marketed at Bofton and Providence, 

The value of the whole exported produce and cammodities from 
this State, before the year 1774, was then eftimated at about twa 
hundred: thoufand pounds lawful money annually. In the year end 
ing September 30th, 1791, the amount of foreign exports from this 
State was feven hundred and ten thoufand three hundred and ten 
dollars, befides articles carried to different parts of the United States 
to a great amount. This State at prefent owns and employs in the 
foreign and coafting trade more than thirty-five thoufand tons of 
flipping. 5 

The farmers in Connecticut and their families are moftly clothed 
in plain, decent, homefpun cloth. The linens and woollens are 
manufactured in the family way, and although they are generally 
of a coarfer kind, they are of a ftronger texture, and much more 
durable than thofe imported there from France and Great-Britain. 
Many of their cloths are fine and handfome. 

“A woollen manufactory has been’ eftablifhed at Hartford. The 
legiflature of the. State have encouraged it, and it bids fair to grew 
into importance. 

In New-Haven are linen and butten manufaories, which flourifly. 
In Hartford are. glafs. works, a {nuff and:powder mill, iron works, 
and a flitting mill. Iron works are eftablifhed alfo at Salifbury, 
Norwich, and other.parts of the State. At Stafford ‘is a-furnace, at 
which are made large quantities of hollow ware and other ironmon- 
gery, fufficient to fupply the whole State. Paper is manufactured at 
Norwich, Hartford, New-Haven, and in Litchfield county. Nails 
of.every fize are made in almoft every town and village in Conneéti- 
cut, fe that confiderable quantities can be exported to the neigh- 
bouring States, and at a better-vate than they can be had from Eu- 
rope. Ironmongery, hats, candles, leather, fhoes and boots, are 
manufactured in this State. Oil mills, of a new and very ingenious 
conftruction, have been- erected in feveral parts of the State. A 
duck manufactory has alfo been eftablifhed at Stratford, and, it is 
faid, is doing well. 


‘LEARNING: AND. LITERATURE. 

In no part of the world is the education of all ranks of people: 
more attended to than in Conneéticut; almoft every town in the | 
State. is divided into diftrists, and each diftri&t has a public fehool* 

kept 
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kept in.it a greater or lefs part of every year. Somewhat more 
than one-third of the monies arifing from a tax on the polls and 
rateable eftate of the inhabitants is appropriated to the fupport of 
{chools in the feveral towns, for the education of children and youth, 
The law direéts, that.a. grammar-ichool thall be kept in every 
county town throughout the State. . 

There is a grammar {chool at Hartford, and another at New- 
Haven, fupported by a donation of Governor Hopkins. This vene- 
rable and benevolent man, in his lJaft will, dated 1657, left in the 
hands of Theophilus Eaton, Efq. and three others, a legacy of one 
thoufand three hundred and twenty-four pounds, “ as an encourage 
ment, in thefe foreign plantations, of breeding up hopeful youths 
both at the grammar-fchool and college.” In 1664 this legacy was 
equally divided between New-Haven and Hartford, and grammar- 
{chools were erected, which have been fupported ever fince. : 

Academies have been eftablifhed at Greenfield, Plainfield, Nor- 
wich, Wyndham, and Pomfret, fome of which are flourifhing. 

Yale College was founded in 1700, and remained at Killingworth 
until 1707; then at Saybrook until.1716, when it was removed and 
fixed at New-Haven. Among its principal benefactors was Gover- 
nor Yale, in honour of whom, in 1718, it was named Yale Col- 
lege. Its firft building was erected in-1717, being one-hundred and 
feventy feet in length, and twenty-two im breadth, built of wood. This’ 
was taken down in 1782. The prefent college, which is of brick, 
was built in 1750, under the diteétion of the Rev. Prefident Clap, » 
and is one hundred feet long and forty feet wide, three ftories high, 
and contains thirty-two chambers, and fixty-four ftudies, convenient 
for the reception of one hundred ftudents. The college chapel, which 
is. alfo of brick, was built in 1761, being fifty feet by forty, -with 
a fteeple one hundred and twenty-five feet high. In ‘this building is 
the public library, confifting of about two thoufand five hundred 
volumes; and the philofophical apparatus, which, by a late hand- ~ 
fome addition, is how as complete as moft others in the United 
States, and contains the machines neceflary for exhibiting experi- 
' ments in the whole courfe of experimental philofophy and aftro- 

nomy. ) fs 

The college. mufeum, to which additions are conftantly makingy 
contains many natural curiofities. 

This literary inftitution was incorporated by the General Affembly 
of Connecticut. The firft charter of incorporation was granted to 
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eleven minifters, under the denomination of truftees, in tyot. The 
powers. of the truitees were enlarged by the additional charter, 1723. 
And by that of 1745, the truftees were incorporated by the name 
of “ "The prefident.and fellows of Yale College, New-Haven:” By 
an act of the General Affembly ‘* for enlarging the powers and ins 
creafing the funds of Yale College,” paffed in’ May, 1792, and acs” 
cepted by the corporatien, the governor, lieutenant-governor, and: 
the fix fenior affiftants in the council of the State for the time being, 
are ever hereafter, by virtue of their offices, to be truftees and fel« 
lows of the college, in addition to the former corporation. The 
corporation. are empowered to hold eftates, continue their fucceffion, . 
make academic laws, ele and conftitute all officers of inftruétion 
and government ufual in univerfities, and confer all learned degrees. 
The immediate executive government is in the hands of the prefident 
_ and tutors. The prefent. officers and inftructors of the college are,’ 
a prefident, who is alfo profeffor of ecclefiaftical hiftory, a profefs 
for of divinity, and three tutors.. The number of ftudents, on an 
average, is about 130, divided into four claifes. It is worthy-of re-) 
mark, that as many. as-five-fixths of thofe who have received their 
education at this univerfity were natives of Conneéticut. 

The funds of this college received a very liberal addition bye a. 
grant of the General Affembly, in the act of 1792 before mentioned ; 
which will enable the corporation to erect a new building for the 
accommodation of the ftudents, to fupport feveral new proteffordatps, 
and to make a hand{ome addition to the library. 3 ) 

- The courfe of education in this univerfity comprehends the whole 
-circle of literature. The three learned languages are taught, to-; 
gether. with fo much of the fciences as can be communicated i in four 
‘years. | | 
In: May and September, annually, the feveral claffes are cringe 
examined in all their claffical ftudies. As incentives to improvement. 
in compofition and oratory, quarterly exercifes are appointed by the 
prefident and tutors; to be exhibited by. the refpective claffes in ro- . 
-tation.. A public commencement is held annually on the fecond 
Wednefday in September, which calls together a more numerous 
and brilliant affembly than are convened by any other anniverfary 

in the State.. 

About two thoufand two hundred have received the honours of 
this univerfity, of whom nearly feven hundred and fixty have been © 
ordained to the work of the gofpel miniftry. 
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| INVENTIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS. — ty 

Early in.the war.Mr. David Bufhnel, of Saybrook, invented a 
machine for /zdmariae navigation, altogether different from any thing 
hitherto devifed by the art of man; this machine was fo conftruéted 
as that it could be rowed horizontally, at any given depth, under wa- 
ter, and could be raifed or depreffed at pleafure. To this machine, 
called the American turtle, was attached. a magazine of powder, 
which was intended to be faftened under the bottom of a fhip, with 
a driving ferew, in fuch a way as that the fame ftroke which difen- 
gaged it from the machine fhould put the’ internal clock-work in 
motion ; this being done, the ordinary operation of a gun lock, at 
the diftance of half an hour, or any determinate time, would caufe 
the powder to explode and leave the effects to the common laws of 
nature. The fimplicity, yet combination, difcovered in the me- 
chanifm of this wonderful machine, have been acknowledged by 
thofe fkilled in phyfics, and particularly hydraulics, to be not lefs 
ingenious than novel. Mr. Bufhnel invented feveral other curious 
machines for the’ annoyance of the Britifh fhipping, but from acci- 
dents, not militating againft the philofophical principles, on which 
their fuccefs depended, they but partially fucceeded. He deftroyed 
a’ veffel in the charge of Commodore Symmonds. One of his kegs 
alfo demolifhed a veffel near the Long-Ifland fhore. About Chrift- 
mas, 1777, he committed to the Delaware river a number of kegs, 
deftined to fall among the Britifh fleet at Philadelphia ; but this fqua- 
dron of kegs, having been feparated and retarded by the ice, de- 
molifhed but a fingle boat. This cataftrophe, however, produced 
an alarm, unprecedented in its nature and degree, which has been 
fo happily defcribed by the late Hon. Francis Hopkinfon, in a fong 
ftiled ‘* The Battle of the Kegs,”* that the event it celebrates will 
not be forgotten, fo long as mankind fhall continue to be eels: 
with works of humour and tafte. 

“Mr. Hanks, of Litchfield, has invented a method of winding up 
clocks by means of air or wind only, which is ingenious, and prac- 
tifed in New-York and other places. 

‘Mr. Culver, of Norwich, has conftructed a dock drudge, which 
ig a boat for clearing docks and removing bars in rivers—a very in- 
genious and ufeful machine ; its good effects have already been ex- 


* See Hopkinfon’s Works, lately published in, Philadelphia. 
perienced- 
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perienced in the ‘navigation of the river Thames, the channel of 
which has been confiderably deepened; this machine will, no doubt, 
be productive of very great advantages to navigation throughout the 
‘United States. 3 

The Rev. Jofeph Badger, while a member of Yale College, in 
1785, conftructed an ingenious planetarium, (without ever having 
feen one of the kind) which is depofited in the library of that uni- 
verfity. | 

Mr. Chittendon, of New-Haven, has invented a ufeful machine 
for bending and cutting card teeth ; this machine i is put in motion 
by a mandril twelve inches in length, and one inch in diameter . 
connected with the mandril are fix parts of the machine, indepen- 
dent of each other; the firft introduces a certain length of wire into 
the chops of the corone; the fecond fhuts the chops, and holds faft. 
the wire in the middle until it is finithed; the third cuts off the 
wire ; the fourth doubles the tooth in proper form ; the fifth makes 
the laft bend; and the fixth'delivers the finifhed tooth from the ma- 
chine. The mandril is moved by a band wheel five feet in dia- 
meter, turned by a trunk. One revolution of the mandril makes 
one tooth ; ten are made in a fecond ; thirty-fix thoufand in an hour. 
With one machine like this, teeth enough might be made to fill 
cards fufficient for all the manufacturers in New-England. 


CONSTITUTION AND COURTS OF JUSTICE. 

The revolution, which fo effentially affected the governments of 
moft of the colonies, produced no very perceptible alteration in the 
government of Connecticut. While under the jurifdi&ion of Great= 
Britain they eleéted their own governors, and all fubordinate civil 
officers, and made their own laws, in the fame manner, and with aslittle. 
controul, as they now do. Connecticut has ever been a republic, 
and perhaps as perfect and as happy a republic as has ever exifted ; 
while other States, more monarchical in their government and man- 
ners, have been under a neceffity of undertaking the difficult tafk of . 
altering their old, or forming new contftitutions, and of changing 
their monarchical for republican manners, Connecticut has uninter- 
ruptedly proceeded in her old track, both as to government and 
manners; and, by thefe means, has avoided thofe convulfions which _ 
have rent other States into violent parties. 

The conftitution of Connesticut is founded on the charter which 
was granted by Charles II. in 1662, and on a law of the State. 
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Agreeably to this charter, the fupreme legiflative authority of the 
State is velted in a governor, licutenant-governor,. twelve afliftdnts 
or counfellors, and the reprefentatives of the people, ftiled the Gene- 
ral Affembly. The governor, lieutenant-governor.and affiftants, are 
annually chofen by the freemen in the month of May. The repre~ 
fentatives (their number not to exceed two: from each town) are 
chofen by the freemen twice a year, to attend the two annual fef- 
fions, on the fecond Thurfdays in May and Oétober. This Affembly 
has power to erect judicatories for the trial of caufes, civil and cri- 
minal, and to ordain and eftablith laws for fettling the forms and ce- 
remonies of government. By thefe laws the General Affembly is di- 
vided into two branches, called the Upper and Lower Houfes. The 
Upper Houfe is compofed of the governor, lieutenant-governor and 
affiftants. The Lower Houfe of the reprefentatives of the people. 
No law can pafs without the,concurrence of both Houfes. The 
judges of the fuperior court hold their offices during the pleafure of 
the General Aflembly. The judges of the county courts, and juf- 
tices, are annually appointed. Sheriffs are appointed by the gover- 
nor and council, without limitation of time. The governor is cap- 
tain-general of the militia, the lieutenant-governor lientenant-gene- 
ral. All other military officers are appointed by the Affembly, and 
commiflioned by the governor, 

_ The mode of electing the governor, lieutenant-governor, affiftants, 
treafurer and fecretary, is as follows: the freemen in the feveral towns 
‘meet on the Monday next after the firft Tuefday in April annually, 
and give in their votes for the perfons they. chufe for *he daid offices 
refpectively, with their names written on a piece of paper, which 
are received and fealed up by a conftable in open meeting, the votes 
for each office by themfelves, with the name of the town and office 
written on the outfide. Thefe votes, thus fealed, are fent to the 
General Affembly in May, and there counted by a committee from 
both Houfes.. All freemen are eligible to any oilice in government. 
In chufing afhiftants, twenty perfons are nominated, by the vote of 
each freeman, at the freeman’s mecting for chufing reprefentatives 
in September annually, Thefe votes are fealed up, and fent to the 
General Affembly in October, and are there counted by a committee 
of both Houfes, and the twenty perfons who. have the moft votes 
ftand in nomination ; out of which number the twelve who have the 
greateft number of votes, given by the freemen. at their meeting in § 
April, are in May declar ed afliftants ia the manner abave mentioned, 
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‘The qualifications of freemen are, quiet and peacea ble behaviour, 

a civil converfation, and freehold eftate to the value of forty fhil- 
lings per annum, or forty pounds’ perfonal eftate in the lift, certified 
by the felect men of the town; it is néceffary, alfo, that they take 
the oath of fidelity to the State. “Their. names: are inrolled in the 
town-clerk’s office, and they continue freemen for life, unlefs dis- 
franchifed by fentence of the fuperior court, on conviétion of mif- 
demeanor. | 

The courts are as follow :—The feta of the peace, of whom 
a number are annually appointed in each town by the Genéral At 
iembly, have authority to hear and determine civil actions, where the 
demand does not exceed four pounds. If the demand exceeds forty 
fhillings an appeal to the county is allowed. They have cognifance ' 
of {mall offences, and may punifh by fine, not exceeding forty fhil- 
lings, or whipping, not exceeding ten ftripes, or fitting in the ftocks. ’ 

_ There are eight county courts in the State, held in the feveral coun- 
ties by one judge, and four juttices of the quorum, who have jurif- 
diction of all criminal cafes arifing within their refpective counties, . 
where the punifliment does not extend to life, limb, or banifhment. 
They have original jurifdiGtion of all civil aétions which exceed the 
jurifdiétion of a juftice.. Either party may appeal to the fuperior 
court, if the demand exceeds 201. except on bonds or notes vouched 
by two witnefles. | 

There are feveral courts of probate in each county, confifting of 
one judge. The peculiar province of this court is, the probate of 
wills, granting adminiflration: on inteftate eftates, ordering dif- 
tribution of them, and appointing guardians for minors, &c. An 
appeal lies from any decree of this court to the fuperior court. 

The fuperior court confifts of five judges. It has authority ia 
all criminal cafes extending to life, limb, or banifhment, and other 
high crimes and mifdemeanors; to grant divorces; and to hear and 
determine all civil actions brought by appeal from the county courts, 

-or the court of probate, and to correct the errors of all inferior 
courts. This is a circuit court, and has two ftated feffions in each” 

county annually. The fuperior and county courts try matters of ' 
fact by jury, or without, if the parties will agree. : 

There is a fupreme court of errors, confifting of the lieutenant. ' 

_ governor and the twelve affiftants ; their fole bufinefs is to determine 

writs of error brought on judgments of the fuperior court, where 

: Be ciror complained of appears on the record, They have two 

{tated | 
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ftated feffions annually, viz..on the "Fuefdays of the weeks pre- 
ceding the ftated feflions of the General Affembly. . 

The county court is a court of, chancery; empowered to hear and 
determine cafes in equity, where the matter. in demand: does not! 
exceed one hundred pounds. . The fuperior court has cognifance of 
all cafes where the demand exceeds that fum. Error may be brought 
from the county to the fuperior court, and from the fuperior court 
to. the fupreme court of, errofs, on judgment in cafes of equity as 
well as of law. 

. The General Affembly only have power to grant pardons and re- 
ptieves—to grant commiflions of bankruptcy—or protect the perfons. - 
and eftates of unfortunate debtors. 

‘The common.law of England, fo far as it is applicable to this 
country, is confidered as.the common law of this State. The re- 
port of adjudication in’ the courts of king’s bench, common pleas, 
and chancery, are read in the courts of this State as authorities ; 
yet the judges do not confider them as conclufively binding, unlets 
founded on folid reafons which will apply in this State, or fanctioned 
by concurrent adjudications of their own courts. 

The feudal fyftem of defcents was never adopted in this State. All 
the real eftate of inteftates is divided equally among the childrén, 
males and females, except that the eldeft fon has a double portion. 

And all eftates given in tail muft be given to fome perfon then in 
being, or to their immediate iffue, and fhall become fee fimple eftates 
to the iffue of the firft donee in tail. The widow of an intettate is 
entitled to a third.part of the perfonal eftate for ever, and to her 
dower, or third part of the houfes and lands belonging to ue intef= 
tate at the time of his death, during her life. 


PRAC.TIC &£. OF LAW, 


The practice of law in this State has more fimplicity, but lefs pre- 
‘exfion, than in England. Affiftants and judges are empowered to 
iffue writs through the State, and jultices through their refpective 
counties.» In thefe writs the fubftance of the complaints, or the de- 
clarations muft be contained, and. if neither; of: the parties fhew 
good reafon for delay,’ the caufes are heard and determined the fame 
term to-which the writs are returnable, Few of the fictions of law, 
fo common. jn -the. Englith practice, are known in this State.) The” 
plaintiff always has his election to attach or fummon the defendant. * 
Attornies are admitted and qualified by the county courts. Previous 

to 
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to their admiffion to the bat, they muft ftudy two years with a pracr 
tifing attorney in the State, if they have had a college education, and 
three years if they have not; their: morals muft be good, and their 
eharacters unblemifhed, aii they muft fuftain an examination by the 
attornies of the court of the county where they are admitted, and be 
by them recommended to the court.” When admitted to the county 
court, they can practife, without other qualifications, in any court in 
the State. There are, upon an average, about fifteen attornies to: 
each county, one hundred and twenty in the State; a very great pro- 
portion for the real exigencies of the people. Yet from the litigious 
fpirit of the citizens, the moft of them find employment and fupport. 
There is no attorney-general, but she is one attorney to the State in 
each county. 
MODE OF LEVYING TAXES. 
_ All freeholders in this State are required by law to give in lifts of 
their rateable eftate, fuch as horfes, horned cattle, cultivated and 
uncultivated land, houfes, fhipping, all forts of riding-carriages, 
clocks and watches, filver plate, money-at intereft, &c. and of their 
polls, including all males between fixteen and feventy years of age, 
unlefs exempted by law, to perfons appointed in the refpective towns 
to receive them, on or before the 2oth of Auguft annually. ‘Thefe 
are valued according to law, arranged in proper order, and fent to 
the General Affembly annually in May. : 
The fum total of the lift of the polls and rateable eftate of the inha- 
bitants of Connecticut, as br ought i in tothe General Affembly in May 
1787, was as follows : | 
aed | | 2 a= fe de. 
Sum total of the fingle lift : , 1,484,901 6 42 
Affefiments es lag : . . 47,790 2 9 
One quarter of the four-folds ° ° it 176 9 4. 


eee 


Total £. 1,533,867 18 53 


Rem oy, 


Having thus taken a general view of the New-England States, we 
cannot help obierving, that prefent appearances warratit us in con: 
cluding that induftry and happinefs are in avery great degree blended. 
in them, that they offer every encouragement for the former, and 
furnifh every thing neceflary to promote the latter in a virtuous 
mind. In thefe States, the principles of liberty are univerfally under- 
ftood, felt, and — be de as much . the fimple as the wife, the 
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weak asthe ftrong. Their deep-rooted and inveterate habit of thinke 
ing is, that all men are equal in their rights, that zt is impofible to make 
them otherwife; and this being their undifturbed belief, they have no » 
conception how any man in his,fenfes can entertainany other. This 
point once fettled, every, thing is fettled. Many operations which im 
Europe have been confidered as incredible tales or dangerous experi« 
ments, are but the infallible confequences of this principle. The 
firft of thefe operations is. the bufine/s of election, which, with the 
people of New-England, is carried on with as much gravity as their 
daily labour.. There is no jealoufy on the occafion, nothing lucra- 
tive in office; any man in fociety may attain to any place in the go- 
vernment, and may exercife its functions. They believe that there is, — 
nothing more difficult in the management of the affairs of a nation, 
than the affairs of a family ; that it only requires more hands. They 
believe that it is the juggle of keeping up impofitions to blind. the. 
eyes of the vulgar, that conftitutes the intricacy of ftate.. Banifh the 
myfticifm of inequality, and you banith alinoft all the evils attendant 
on human nature. | | 

- The people being habituated to the election of all kinds of officers, 
the magnitude of the office makes no difficulty in the cafe. Every, 
officer is chofen with as little commotion as a churchwarden. There 
is a public fervice to be performed, and the people fay who fhall do, 
it. The fervant feels honoured with the confidence repofed in 
him, and generally exprefles his gratitude by a faithful -per- 
formance. 

Another of thefe operations is making every citizen a foldier, and 
every foldier a citizen; not only permitting every man to arm, but 
obliging him toarm. ‘This fact, told in Europe previous to the revo- 
Intion, would have gained little credit; or at leaft it would have beea 
regarded as a mark of an uncivilized people, extremely dangerous to 
a well-ordered fociety. Men who build fyftems on an inverfion of 
nature, are obliged to invert every thing that is to make part of that 
fyftem. It is becaufe the people. are civilized, that they are with 
fafety armed. It is an effect of their confcious dignity, as citizens ° 
enjoying equal rights, that they with not to invade the rights of 
others. The danger, where there is any, from armed citizens, is only 
to the government, not to the fociety ; and as long as they have no- 
thing to revenge in the government (which they cannot have while. 
it is in their own hands) there are many advantages in their being 
accuftomed to the ufe of arms, and no poffible difadvantage. 

Powers 
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Power; habitually ia the hands of a whole community, lofes ail 
_the ordinary affociated ideas of power. The exercife of power is a 
relative term ; it {uppofesan oppofition, fomething to operate upon. 
We perceive no exertion of power in the motion of the planetary 
fyftem, but a very ftrong one in the movement of a whirlwind ; it is 
becaufe we fee obftructions to the latter, but none to the former. 
Where the government is not in the hands of the people, there you 
find oppofition, you perceive two contending interefts, and get an 
idea of the exercife of power; and whether this power be in the 
hands of the government or of the people, or whether it change from 
fide to fide, it is always to be dreaded. But the word propre in 
America has a different meaning from what it has in Kurope.. it 
“there means the whole conimunity, and comprehends every human 
creature; hence it is impoflible but the government mutt protect the 
3 people, and the people, as a natural confequence, fupport the governs 
ment as their own legitimate offspring, 
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MIDDLE STATES: 
YEW-YORK, DELAWARE, a 
NEW-JERSEY, _ TERRITORY N. W. or OHIOs 
PENNSYLVANIA, 


See north, by Upper Canada, from which they are fepas — 
rated by the lakes ; eaft, by the New-England States ; fouth, by the 
Atlantic ocean, Maryland, Virginia, and the Ohio river; which fe- ) 
parate them from Kentucky ; weft, bythe Miflifiippi river. 


RIVERS AND BAYS. 

The principal rivers in this diftri& are; the Hudfon, the Dela- 
ware, the Sufquehannah, the Ohio, the Miffiffippi, and their — 
branches. York, Delaware, and part of Chefapeak bays are in this 
‘diftri€. 1 : | 


CLIMATE. 7 ; 
The climate of this grand divifion, lying almoft in the fame la- 


'' titudes, varies but little from that of New-England: there are no 


two fucceffive years alike; even the fame fucceflive feafons and 
months differ from each other every year: and there is, perhaps, 
but one fteady trait in the character of this climate, and that is, it — 
is uniforimly variable: the changes of weather are great, and 
_ frequently fudden. The range of the quickfilver in Fahrenheit’s 
thermometer, according to Dr. Mitchell, is between the 24th degree 
below, and the rogth degree above éypher; and it has been known 
to vary fifty degrees in the courfe of twenty-fix hours. Such altera- 
tions are much more confidefable along the coaft than in the interior — 
and midland parts of the country ; and, wherever they prevail, are 
accompanied with proportionate charges in the air, from calms to — 
winds, and from moifture to dfynefs. Storms and hurricdnes féme- 
times happen, which are fo violent as to overfet vellels; demoliflt 
Fences, uproot trees, and unroof buildings. Droughts, of fix weeks 
ex two months continuance, occur now and then; Rain has been 
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION, &c. 


_ Known to fall in fuch abundance that the earth, by meafurementy 
has received fix, five inches ona level, inthe fhort {pace of four 
hours.* The quantity of water which falls in rain and fnow, one 
year with another, amounts to from twenty-four to thirty-fix inches. | 
In the northern parts of this diftri€t the fnow falls in larger quanti- 
ties, lies longer, and the cold is more fteady and intenfe, by many 
degrees, than in the fouthern ; hence the climate of the formeér is 
more agreeable in winter, and that of the latter in fummer. The 
more weather is generally in the month of July; but a id 
warm days are often felt in May, June, Auguft, and September.— 
Dr. Rittenhoufe fays, that during his refidence in the country, in 
. the State of Pennfylvania, he never had paffed a fummer without 
difcovering froft in every month in the year, except July. The 
greateft degree of heat upon record in Philadelphia, in 17895 was 
90°. The ftandard temperature of air in Philadelphia is 623 degrees, 
which is the temperature of their deepeft wells, and the mean heat 
of their common fpring water. There are feldom more than four 
months in the year in which the weather is agreeable without a fire? 
in winter, the winds generally come from the north-weft in fair, and 
from the north-eaft in wet weather. The north-weit winds are un- 
commonly dry as well as cold. 

The climate on the weft fide of the Atiegany mountains differs 

materially from that on the eaft fide, in the temperature of the air, 
and the effects of the wind upon the weather, and in the quantity of 
rain and {how which fall every year. The fouth-weft winds on the : 
weft fide of the mountain are eae by cold and rain. The 
temperature of the air is feldom fo cold or fo hot, PY feveral dee | 
grees, as on the eaft fide of the mountain. 
* On the whole, it appears that the climate of this divifion of the 
United States is a compound of moft of the climates in the world—it 
‘has the moifture of Ireland-in the fpring—the heat of Africa in fum- 
mer—the temperature of Italy in June—the fky of Egypt in au- 
tumn—the fnow and cold of Norway, and the ice of Holland in 
winter—the tempetts, in a certain degree, of the Weft-Indies in 
every feafon—and the variable winds and weather of Great- Britain i in 
every month of the year. . 

From this account of the climate of this diftri€, it is eafy to afcer- 
tain what degrees of health, and what difeafes prevail. As the inha- 
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bitants have the climates, fo they have the acute difeafes of all the 
countries that have been mentioned. Although it might be fup- 
pofed, that with fuch changes and varieties in the weather, there 
would be connected epidemical difeafes and an unwholfome cli- 
mate, yet, on the whole, it is found in tnis district to be as healthy 
as any part of the United States.* 


HISTORY OF ITS SETTLEMENT, &:. 


Oe UAE OS I Ea 


The colony of New-York was fettled by the Dutch, who named it 
the New- Netherlands. Charles II. refolved upon its conqueft in 1664, 
and in March granted to his brother the Duke of York, the region 
extending from the weftern banks of Conneéticut to the eaftern fhore 
of the Delaware, together with Long-Ifland, conferring on him the 
civil and military powers of government. Colonel Nichols was fent 
with four frigates and three hundred foldiers to effect the bufinefs. 
The Dutch governor being unable to make refiftance, the New-Ne-_ 
therlands fubmitted to the Englith crown in September, without any 
other change than of rulers: Few of the Dutch removed : and Nichols 
inftantly entered upon the exercife of his power, as deputy- -governor 
of the Duke of York, the proprietary. 

In July 1673, the Dutch re-poffeffed. themfelves of the province, 
by attacking it fuddenly when in a defencelefs ftate. By the peace in 
¥ ebruary following it was reftored. The validity of the grant, 
while the Dutch were’in quiet poffeffion, having been queftioned, the 
Duke of York thought it prudent to obtain a new one the following 
June ; and Edmund Andros having been appointed governor, the 
Dutch refigned their authority to him in Otober. Thus was New- 
_ York regained ; but the inhabitants were again enflaved to the will 
of the conqueror; for being admitted to no fhare in the legiflature, 
they were fubjeé to laws to which they had never affented. 

To be relieved from a fervitude that had degraded the colony, and 
now gave diffatisfaction to every one, the council, the court of af- 
fizes, and the corporation of New-York, concurred in foliciting the 
Duke “ to permit the people to participate in the legiflative power.” 


* The foregoing remarks are grounded on the authorities of Dr. Rufh and Dr. 
Mitchil, who have publifhed the refult of their inquiries in Mr. Carey’s Mufeum, 
vols, 6th and 7th. 
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The Duke, though ftrongly prejudiced againft democratic affem« 
blies, yet, in expectation that the inhabitants would agree to raife 
money to difcharge the public debts, and to fettle fuch a fund for the 
future as might be fu ficient for the maintenance of the government 
| and garrifon, informed the lieutenant- -governor, in 1682, that “ he 
intended to eftablith the fame frame of government as the other plan- 
tations enjoyed, particularly i in the choofing of an affembly.” 

Mr. Dongan was appointed governor in September, and inftructed 
to call an aflem ibly, to confift of a council of ten, and of a houfe of 
reprefentatives, chofen by the freehalders, of the number of eighteen 
members. The afte mbly was empowered to make laws for the 
people, agreeable to the general jurifprudence of the ftate of Eng- 
land, which fhould be of no force; however, without the ratification 
of the proprietary. ‘¢ Thus the inhabitants of New- York, after be- 
ing ruled almoft twenty years at the will of the Duke’s deputies, were 
firft admitted to participate in, the legiflative power.” 

An affembly was called on governor Dongan’s arrival, which paf- 
fed an act of general naturalization, in order to give equal privileges 
to the various kinds of people then inhabiting the province ; toge- 
ther with an act “ declaring the liberties of the people ;” as alfo one 
& for defraying the requifite charges of government for a limited time.” 
The legiflature was convened once more in Auguft 1684, when it 
explained the laft act. Thefe feem to have been the only aflemblies 
called prior to the revolution. _ 

When the Duke became King of England, he refufed to confirm 
that grant of privileges to which as Duke he had agreed. He eftab- 
lithed a real tyranny, and reduced New -York once more to the de- 
‘plorable condition of a conquered province. 


NEW JERSEY. 


New- etiey, which was alfo taken from the Dutch (who were con- 
fidered as having no right to any of their fettlements in thefe parts of 
America) was included in the grant to the Duke of York.. The 
Duke difpofed of it to Lord Berkley and Sir George Carteret, in 
1664, who being fole proprietors, for the better fettlement of it 
agreed upon certain conftitutions of government, fo well relifhed, 
that the eaftern parts were foon confiderably peopled. One of the 
| ftipulations. was, “no qualified: perfon, at any time, fhall be any 
ways molefted, punifhed, difquieted, or called into queftion, forany 
difference in a a or practice in matters of religious concernments, 


o 


who 
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who-does not actually difturb the civil peace of the province ; but all 
and every fuch perfon and perfons may, from time to time, and at all 
times, freely and fully have and enjoy his and their judgments and 
con{ciences, in matters of religion, they behaving themfelves peace- 
ably and quietly, and not ufing this liberty to licentioufnefs, nor to 
the civil injury or outward difturbance of others; ** any law, fta- 
tute, or claufe contained, or to be contained, ufage or cuftom 
of the realm of England, tothe contrary thereof in any wife notwith- 
ftanding.’”?* | ) 

The lords proprietors further eed * for the better fecurity of all 
the inhabitants in the province—that they are not to impofe, NoR sUF- 
FER TO BE IMPOSED, any tax, cuftom, fubfidy, tallage, afleffment, or 
any other duty whatfoever, upon any colour or pretence, upon the faid 
province and inhabitants thereof, other than what fhall be impofed 
by the authority andconfent of the General Affembly.”+ What can 
more ftrongly exprefs the then opinion of Lord Berkley and Sir 
George Carteret, as to the parliament’s having no right to tax the 
inhabitants of the province, pofleffed by ‘them as lords pros 
prietors } ! 

Lord Berkley fold his moiety of the province to eae Fenwick, in 
truft for Edward Byllinge, and his affigns in 1674. After which the 
proprietors, E. Byllinge, William Penn, Gawen Lawrie, Nicholas 
Lucas, and Edmond Warner, of the Quaker perfuafion, agreed with 
Sir George Carteret upon adivifion, 1676 ; and that his moiety fhould 
be called New Eaft-Jerfey, and their’s New Weft-Jerfey. The agree- 
ment refpecting the not impefing or fuffering to be impofed any 
tax, &c. was adopted; the other ftipulation is worded fomewhat 
differently ; **no men, nor number. of men upon earth, hath 
power or authority to rule over men’s confciences in religious mat- 
ters; therefore it is confented, agreed and ordained, that no perfon 
er perfons whatfoever within the province, at any time or times 
hereafter, fhall be any ways, upon any pretence whatfoever, called 
in queftion, ar in the leaft punifhedor hurt, either in perfon, eftate, 
or privilege, for the fake of his opinion, judgment, faith, or wor- 
fip towards God, in matters of religion; but that all and every fuch | 
perfon and p serfons may, from time to time, and at‘all times, fr ecly 
and fully have and enjoy his and their judgments, and the exercife of 
their confciences, in matters of religious worflrip, througliout all the 


* Smith’s Hiftory of New-Jerfey, p. §13. + Ibid. p. 517. 
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province.”* It was alfo agreed, ‘that all elections be not deter 
mined by the common and confufed way of cries and voices, but by 
“putting balls into balloting boxes, to be provided for that purpofe, 
for the prevention of all partiality, and whereby every man may freely 
choofe according to his own judgment and honeft intention.’ + 

Soon after, many Quakers reforted to Weft-Jerfey from England, 
and the country filled apace. But the people early experienced the 
dreadful effects of arbitrary power. Major Andros, the governor of 
New-York, impofed ten per cent. on all goods imported at the Hoar~ 
Kill, { and demanded five per cent. of the fettlers at arrival or after- 
ward, though neither Weft-Jerfey, mor the Hoar-Kill, was le- 
gally under his jurifdiction, . They complained, of the hardfhip 
from the firft, bat bore it patiently, till about 1680, when applica 
tion was made to the Duke of York, who referred the matter to the 
council, where it refted for a confiderable time, and then was re- 
ported. in their favour, and the duty ordered to be difcontinued, 
‘Among the arguments ufed by Mefirs. William Penn, George Hut- 
chinfon and others, chiefly, if not all quakers, in the paper pre- 
~fented to the Duke’s commitfioners, were thefe, “* powers of govern- 
ment are exprefsly granted in the conveyance Lord Berkley made us, 
for that only could have induced us to buy it; and the reafon is 
plain, becaufe to all prudent men, the government of any place is 
more inviting than the foil; for what is good land without good. 
laws? the better the worfe. And if we could not afflure people of an 
eafy and free, and fafe government, both with refpedt to their fpi- 
ritual and worldly property, that is, an uninterrupted liberty of con- 
fcience, and an inviolable poffeflion of their civil rights and free- 
doms; by a juft and wife government, a mere wildernefs would be no 
‘encouragement ; for it were a madnefs to leave a free, good, and 
improved country, to plant ina wildernefs, and there adventure many 
thoufands of pounds, to give an abfolute title to another perfon to tax 
us at will and pleafure. Natural right and human prudence oppofe 
fuch doétrine all the world over, as fays, “ that people, free by law, 
and under their prince at home, are at his mercy in the plantations 
abroad.” ‘The king’s grant to the Duke of York is plainly. reftric- 
tive to the laws and government of England. Now, we humbly con« 


* Smith, p. 528, 529. + Ibid. 536. 
* Corrupted by time into Whore-Kill. The names of many rivers, in New- 
York government particularly, terminate with Rill, which means both river and 
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ceive, itis rade a fundamental in our ¢onttitution and government; 
that the King of England cannot juftly take his fubjects goods with+ 
out their confent: this needs no more to be proved than a principle, 
it is jus iadigene, an home-born right, declared to be law by divers 
ftatutes; as in the great charter, ch. 29, and thirty-fourth Ed. IIT. 
ch. 2; again twenty-fifth Ed. ch.7.* To give up the power of 
making laws is to change the government, to fell or rather refign our- 
‘felves to the will of another, and that for nothing ; for we buy nothing 
of the Duke, if not the right of an undifturbed colonizing, with no di- 
minution, but expectation of fome increafe of thofe freedoms and privi- 
leges enjoyed in our own country. We humbly fay, that we have not 
ioft any part of our liberty by leaving our country; but we tranfplant td 
a place, with exprefs limitation to ereét no polity contrary to the ef 
tablifhed government (of England) but as near as may be to it; and 
this variation is allowed, but for the fake of emer gencies 3 ana that 
latitude bounded with thefe words, for the good of the adventurer and 
planter. This tax is not to be found in the Duke’s conv eyances, but 
is an after bufinefs. Had the planters forefeen it, they would fooner 
have taken up in any other plantation in America (a plain intimation 
that no fuch tax was impofed in any other American plantation.) 
Befide, there is no end of this power; for fince we are by this prece= 
dent affeffed without any law, and thereby excluded our Englith right 
of common afient to taxes; what fecurity have we of any thing we 
poffefs ? We can call nothing our own, but are tenants at will, not 
‘only for the foil, but for all our perfonal eftates; we endure pe- 
nury, and the fweat of our brows, to improve them at our own ha- 
zard only. This.is to tranfplant from good to bad. This fort of 
conduct has deftroyed government, but never t raited oné to any tr ue 
greatnefs. +” | 
The paper prefented to the Duke’s commiffioners evidently. 
proves; that it was the opinion of thofe gentlemen, who were Quas 
‘Akers, that no tax cotild be juftly impofed upon the inhabitants with= 
-out their own confent firft had, and by the authority of their own 
‘General Affembly, The report of the council in favour of the ag» 
‘prieved, and the relief that followed, were virtual conceffions to the 
fame purport, This will not be judged. wholly unprecedented by 


# The thanufctipt copy contains a number of authorities from Braéton; pie 
the Petition of Right, &c, See Smith, p. 120; the notes 
tt Smith, p. i175 123. . 
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thofe who are acquainted with what happened relative to the coun- 
ty-palatine and city of Chefler, in the thirty-fifth year of the reign of 
Henry VIII. The inhabitants complained in a petition to the king, 

_ *¢ that for want of knights and burgeffes in the court of parliament 
they fuftained manifold damages, not only in their lands, goods, and 
bodies, but in the civil and politic governance and maintenance of 
the commonwealth of their faid county: and that while they had. 
been always bound by the acis and flatutes of the faid court of par- 
liament, the fame as other counties, cities, and boroughs that had 
knights and burgeffes in faid court, they had often been touched and 
grieved with acts and ftatutes made within the faid court, as well de- 
rogatory unto the moft ancient jurifdictions, liberties, and privileges 

of the faid county-palatine, as prejudicial unto the commonwealth, 
quietnefs and peace of his majefty’s fubjects.”” They propofed to the 
king, as a remedy, ‘that it would pleafe his highnefs, that it be enacted, 
with the aflent of the lords fpiritual and temporal, and by the com- 
mons in parliament affembled, that from the end of the feflion the 

-.county-palatine fhall have two knights for the faid county, and like- 
wife two citizens to be burgeffes for the city of Chefter.”’ The com- - 
plaint and remedy were thought to be fo juftand reafonable, that the _ 
relief for which they prayed was granted, and they were admitted to 

‘fend reprefentatives to parliament. 


PENNSYLVANIA AND DELAWARE, 


Mr. William Penn, one of the joint purchafers of the weftern part 

of the Jerfeys, having received correct information of the country to 

the weftward of the Delaware, while engaged in the adminiftration of 
the joint purchafe, became defirous of acquiring a feparate eftate. 

He accordingly prefented a petition to Charles Il. in June, 1680, 
lating ‘not only his relationfhip to the late admiral, but that he was 
deprived of a debt due from the crown when the exchequer was fhut, 
and praying for a grant of lands, lying to the northward of Mary- 
land, and weftward of the Delaware: adding, that by his intereft he 
thould be able to fettle a province which might in time repay his claims. 

_ Having the profpeét of fuccefs, he copied from the charter of 
‘Maryland the fketch of a patent, which in November was laid before. 
the attorney-general for his opinion. Mr. Penn had the fame object 
“in view as Lord Baltimore, the guarding againft the exertions of pre- . 
_rogative, which.both had found to be very inconvenient., The at- 
_torney-general declared the claufe of exemption from taxation illegal: 
end Chief Juttice North being of che fame opinion, and obferving its 
VOL, Pp tens 
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tendency, addéd, “ faving of the authority of the Englifh parlia- 
ment,” fo that it was ftipulated by the king, for himfelf and his fuc- 
ceflors, ‘¢ that no cuftom or other contribution fhould be laid on the 
inhabitants or their eftates, unlefs by the confent of the proprietary 
or governor and aflembly, or by act of parliament in England.” 
~The next year the patent was granted in confideration of * the 
merits of the father, and the good purpofes of the fon, in order to 
extend the Englifh empire, and to promote ufeful commodities.” 
It was provided, that the fovereignty of the king fhould be pre- 


ferved, and aéts of parliament concerning trade and navigation, | 


and the cuftoms duly obferved. Mr. Penn was empowered to 
affemble the freemen or their delegates, in fuch formas he fhould 
‘think proper, for raifing money for the ufes of the colony, and for 
making ufeful laws, not contfary to thofe of England or the rights of 
the kingdom. Duplicates of the ats of the Affembly were to be tran{- 
mitted within five years to the king in council, and the a¢ts might be 
declared void within fix months, if not approved. 

The novel introduction of the claufe fubjecting the inhabitants of 
Pennfylvania to taxation by act of parliament, might afford an argu- 
ment againft being fo taxed, to all the colonies whofe charters con- 
‘tained no fuch claufe. Dr. Franklin being afked, when examined by 
the Houfe of Commons in the time of the ftamp act, * Seeing there 


is in the Pennfylvania charter, an exprefs refervation of the right of 


parliament to lay taxes there, how could the Affembly affert, that lay- 
ing a taxon them .by the ftamp act was an infringement of their 
rights ?” anfwered, ‘* They underitand it thas—By the fame char- 
ter and otherwite, they are entitled to all the privileges and liberties 
of Englifhmen. ‘They find in the great charters and the petition and 
declaration of rights, that one of the privileges of Englith fubjects is, 
that they are not to be taxed but by their own confent ; they have 


‘ therefore relied upon it, from the firft fettlement, that the parliament - 
never would or could, by colour of that claufe, tax them till it had. | 
qualified itfelf for the exercife of fuch right, by admitting reprefentay | 
tives from the people to be taxed.”” Governor NichoNon’s language _ 


was to the fame purpole; writing to the board of trade in 1698, he 
obferves, that ** a yreat many people of all the colonies think, that no 


“law of England ought to be ‘binding to them without their own | 
confent; for they jay, they have no reprefentatives fént from theme - 


felves tothe parhament of England.” 


| 


In May, Mr. Penn detached Mr. Markham, his kinfman; witha {mall | 
emigration, in order to take poffeffion ef the country and prepare T3 t 
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for a more numerous colony ; ; and Mr. Markham had it in hare to 
pay an humane attention to the rights of the Indians. 


The frame of government for Pennfylvania was publifhed in 


April, 1682 ; and as a fupplement in the fubfequent May, a body 
of laws were agreed upon by the proprietary and adventurers, 
which was intended as a great charter, and does honour to their wif- 
dom as ftatefmen, their norals asimen, and their fpirit as colonifts. 

Thefe laws, which were termed probationary, were to be fub- 
mitted to the explanation and confirmation of the firft General 
Affembly which fhould be convened in the province. This was un- 
doubtedly a prudent meafure, for events made it manifeft that a 
better acquaintance with the local circumftances of the country, ren- 
dered many.changes neceffary ; nor was this the only advantage, for 
by this agreement the authority of the legiflature was eftablifhed, and 
rendered neceflary in all future laws and regulations. . 

Mr. Penn, defirous of extending his territory fouthward to the 
Chefapeak, folicited the Duke of York for a grant of the Delaware 
colony ; and accordingly the prince conveyed to him, in the month 
of Auguft, the town of Newcaftle, with a territory: of twelve miles 
round, as alfo that tract of land extending fouthward from it upon 
the Delaware to cape Henlopen. 

For aconfiderable portion of this grant Lord Baltimore put ina 
claim, and three feveral applications were made, 6n behalf of his 
Lordthip, to the Executive Government of England; it appears, 
however, by the feveral orders of council made in confequence of 
thefe applications, and dated 1683, 1685, and 1709, that they con= 
fidered his Lordfhip’s claim as unfounded, and of confequence con- 
firmed the grant made to Mr. Penn. | 

When, for the firft time, Mr. Penn arrived on the banks of the De- 
laware, O@ober the 24th, he found them inhabited by three thoufand 
perfons, compofed of Swedes, Dutch, Finlanders, and Englifh. Not 
only his own colonifts, but the reft, received him with joy and re- 
{peét. He was accompanied by about two thoufand emigrants, who 
“being either Quakers or other diffenters, fought the enjoyment of 
their religious fentiments in a country that offered a peaceful afylum to 
the perfecuted. Mr. Penn immediately entered into a treaty with the 
_ Indians, and purchafed from them as much of the foil as the circum- 
‘ftances of the colony required, for a price that zave them fatisfadtion : 
he alfo fettled with them a very kind correfpondence, In December 
he convened the fi:ft Affembly at Chefter, confifting of feventy-two 
delegates from the fix counties, into which they had divided Pennfy!- 
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vania, and the Delaware colony, foon after denominated the territories. 
The inhabitants propofed that the deputies might ferve both for the 
provincial council and General Affembly ; three out of every county 
for the former, and nine for the latter. Their propofals were paffed 
by the Affembly without hefitation into an aét of fettlement. The 
perfons returned were declared to be the legal council and Affembly, 
and every county was empowered to fend the fame number in future, 
which in the fame manner fhould conftitute the legiflature ; and after 
the addition of a few other explanations, the modified frame of 
government was folemnly recognifed and accepted. An act was then 
paffed, annexing the territories to the province, and communicating 
to the one the fame privileges, government and laws, as the other — 
already enjoyed; Every foreigner who promifed allegiance to the king, 
and obedience to the laws, was declared to be a freeman, and entitled 
to his rights, . By the legiflative regulations, eftablifhed as fundamen- 
tals by this Affembly, fators who wronged their employers were to 
make fatisfaction, and one-third over---not only the goods, but the 
lands of the debtor were fubjected to the payment of debts---every 
thing which excited the people to rudenefs, cruelty and irreligion, 
was to be difcouraged and feverely punifhed---no perfon acknow- 
ledging one God, and living peaceably in fociety, was to be molefted - 
for his opinions or practice, or to be compelled to frequent or main- 
tain any miniftry whatfoever. It was a principle of the great char- 
ter, that children fhould be taught fome ufeful trade, to the end that 
none might be idle, but that the poor man might work to live, and 
the rich, if they became poor, might not want. 

The act of fettlement not giving fatisfaction, a fecond frame was 
prepared by Mr. Penn, agreeing partly with the firft, and modified 
according to the act of fettlement in certain particulars, but in fome — 
meéafure different from both: to this the affent of the next Affembly 
was in 1683 given; but in time it fhared the fate of the former. 

In 1684 Mr. Penn departed for England, at which time it appears 
that the interefts and paffions of the fettlers had produced a diverfity 
of fentiment, which was probably increafed after the departure of 
the proprietary ; ‘for we find the deputy-governor Blackwell, who 
entered on his government in 1688, bringing this charge againft 
them. It is evident, however, that thefe diffenfions and animofities 
bore no refemblance to thofe ‘* violent diffenfions” with which they 
have been charged. Indeed, on as particular an inveftigation of this 
fubject as we have found it poflible to make, it appears more than 

probable, that this charge is like moft of thofe brought forward 


by 
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by overbearing governors, when tnable to effect their own fchemies. 
Blackwell certainly was oppofed in his views by the Pennfylvanians ; 
and this may very eafily account for the charge he brought againft 
them; and this opinion appears warranted by the anfwer they 
made to it. They obferve, that * As for the charge of animolfities 
and diffenfions amongft us before thy coming here, it is fo general 
that we can make no farther anfwer, than that in matters of gos 
-vernment our apprehenfions were otherwife, the end of good govern- 
ment being anfwered, in that power was fupported in reverence with 
the people, and the people were fecured from the abufe of power.” 

The government of Pennfylvania was adminiftered in the 
hame of James II. for fome time after William and Mary were 
formally proclaimed in fome of the other colonies. This circum+ 
ftance was improved by the enemies of Mr. Pent to his difadvan- 
tage. His attachment to the unhappy prince who had been driven 
from the throne was held forth in fuch 4 light, as to caufe him to 
be confidered by many as an enemy to the Proteftant religion; and 
~ he appears for fome time to have been excepted out of the act of 
grace paffed by King William and Queen Mary, who appointed 
Col. Fletcher governor of both New-York and Pennfylvania in 1693. 

In the commiffion no manner of regard feems to have been had 
to the original charter. But when the Affembly met, though fixteen 
fhort in number to what had been before ufual, through the change 
‘made in the writs, they paffed a vote xem. con. “¢ That the laws of 
‘this province, which were in force and practice before the arrival of 
this prefent governor, are ftill in force: and that the Affembly have 
‘a right humbly to move the governor for a continuation or confirma- 
tion of the fame.” That and fubfequent Affemblies fhewed fuch a 
fixed determination to fecure their rights, that neither yovernor nor | 
_ lieutenant-governor could bring them to bend to their wifhes, 

The charges brought againft Mr. Penn, of being the friend of 
‘popery and arbitrary government, were certainly unfounded. That 
‘from his father’s ftation, and his own public fpirit, he obtained free 
accefs to the court, and was efteemed and favourably received by 
King James, is certain; and that a man of an amiable difpofition 
‘and goodnefs of heart fhould feel the attachment of gratitude, is 
neither wonderful nor blameworthy. But though his perfonal at- 
tachment to james was great, in no one inftance does he appear to 
‘have adopted his arbitrary fyftem of politics, or his religious pre- 
judices. The adminiftration of the government of Pennfylvania in 
the name of james, after the reyolution, ought not therefore to be 
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attributed to any arbitrary principles of his, and much lefs ought it 
to be attributed to any deference the fettiers felt for the proprietary’s 
partiality for.a prince, whofe abdicated throne was filled with fuch 
general fatisfaétion. The more probable caufe was, the infancy and 
comparative infignificancy of the colony, which might occafion 
the proper meafures for eftablifhing the authority of the Prince of 
Orange to be delayed. Certain it is, that when proper meafures 
were taken for the purpofe they met with no oppofition, nor did 
any circumftance occur which might lead to a conclufion, that it was 
repugnant to the withes of either the proprietary or fettlers. 

In 1696, Mr. Penn was reftored to his right of naming a gover- 
nor, as well as all his other privileges. The government, by this act, 
muft be confidered as openly renouncing the fuipicions it had uns 
juftly entertained againf{t a virtuous man, and declaring the malevo- 
Jent charges exhibited againft him to be unfounded. 

In the beginning of 1400 he went to Pennfylvania, and after the 
meeting of feveral Affemblies, he convened one in September, 1701, 
and informed them of the indifpenfable neceffity he was under of 
again going to England, to obviate fome ill offices done by his. and 
their enemies with the government there; he at the fame time 
urged them to take proper meafures to fecure their privileges and 
properties. He further offered-to leave the nomination of the de- 
puty-governor to themfelves, but they declined it. _ 

The Affembly, agreeably with Mr. Penn’s requeft, entered on the 
confideration of a charter of privileges; this charter occafioned a 
breach between the members of the province and thofe of the ter- 
ritories; the latter infifting upon fome privileges, which, when re- 
fufed by the others, made them withdraw from the meeting. By 
‘the authority and addrefs of the proprietary, however, the breach 
was apparently made up, anda charter of privileges prepared, and 
ratified before Mr. Penn embarked, which became the rule of go- 
vernment in Pennfylvania. By this important charter liberty of con-.. 
fcience was granted, and all Chriftians, of whatever denomination, | 
were enabled to ferve the government either legiflatively or execu- 
tively. This charter is a ftanding monument, and an incontro- 
vertible proof, that neither Mr. Penn nor the fettlers of Pennfylvania, 
were actuated by gloomy fuperttition or arbitrary principles. 

By the fecond article of the charter it was provided, that an Af- 
fembly fhould be yearly chofen by the freemen, to confift of four 
perfons out of each county, or of a greater number, if the gover- 
nor and Aflembly fhould fo agree, on the 1ft of Odtober, and 
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fhould fit on the 14th following, with power to chufe a fpeaker and 
other officers, and be judges’of the qualifications and eleétions of 
their own members ; fit upon their own adjournments, prepare bills, 
impeach criminals, and redrefs grievances ; and poffefs all other 
_ powers and privileges of an Affembly, according to the rights of the 
free-born fubjects of England, and the cuitoms obferved in any of 
the king’s plantations in America. If any county or counties fhould 
negleét to fend deputies, thofe who met, provided they were not 
fewer in number than two thirds of the whole, were to ‘be confi- 
dered as the legal reprefentatives of the province. 

By the eighth article, in cafes of fuicide, all property was to de- 
fcend to the next heirs, as if the deceafed had died a natural death; 
nor was the governor to be entitled to any forfeiture, if a perfon 
fhould be killed:-by cafualty or accident. The fame article provided, 
that no act, law or ordinance whatfoever, fhould at any time after 
be made, to alter or diminifh the form or effect of this charter, or 
of any part of it, without the confent of the governor for the time 
being, and fix parts jn feven of the Aflembly met—that the firft ar- 
ticle, relating to liberty of confcience, fhould be kept without any 
alteration inviolably—and that William Penn, for himfelf, &c. did 
folemnly declare, that neither he, &c. fhould do any thing whereby 
the liberties in this charter contained, nor any part thereof, fhould 
be infringed ; and that if any thing fhould be done by any perfon 
contrary thereto, it fhould be held of no effeé. 

This new conftitution differed greatly from the original. The 
governor might nominate. his own council, and he was left fingle in | 
the executive part of the government, and had liberty to reftrain the 
legiflative, by refufing his affent to their bills. The Affembly, on 
the other hand, acquired the important privilege of propounding 
laws, as well as of amending or rejecting them; but though this 
new conftitution was thankfully accepted by the province, it was 
rejected by the territories ; and affairs ftood in this untoward ftate 
when the proprietary failed for England. The reprefentatives of the 
province and thole of the territories divided, and acted as two dif- 
ting bodies, and the after attempts to unite them proved ineffectual. 

The territories confifted of the three counties, Newcaftle, Kent, 
and Suffex on the Delaware, commonly known by the name of the ; 
m three Lower Counties on the Delaware. ee 
_ From the time of Mr. Penn’s departure for England to the year 
'1704, the difputes in this province ran high. ’ At this time the Af 
 feubiy came to nine refolutions, which were formed into a remon- 
i : ; ftrance 


296 GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

firance, and fent to Mr. Penn in England, under the title of “ Headg 
of Complaint.” The three firft, only immediately apply to himfelf 3 
the next five to officers acting under his commiffion ; and the ninth 


is an injunétion to him not to furrender the government. Thofe 


again{t himfelf import, 1{t. That by his artifices, the feveral charters 
granted at the firft fettling of the province were defeated: 2dly. 
That the power of diffolution and prorogation, and calling Affem- 
blies by his writs, granted to his prefent and former deputies, were 
contrary to the faid charter: and 3dly. That he had received great 
fums of money when latt there, for negotiating the confirmation of 
their laws, for making good terms for the people of the province, 


and eafing his friends there of oaths, &c. but that the expected be- | 


nefits had not appeared. The two firft evidently relate to the alte- 
rations effected by the charter of 1701. But Dr. Franklin (in his 
Hiftorical Review) after comparing the privileges they had given up 
with what they had gained by that charter, admits, that ** upon the 
whole, there was much more reafon for acknowledgments than com- 
plaints :’? and with re{pect to the laft, it does not appear that the 
fums received were not faithfully expended, although the advan- 


39> 


tages they were intended to procure might not appear till afterwards. 
The other heads of complaint refer to defects in the conftitution, 
or to the opinions, extortions, and other mal-practices of fome of 
the officers of government, for which the proprietary could be only 
chargeable on his neglect to pay proper attention to thofe complaints ; 
which does not appear. One of the latter complaints, indeed, is at- 
tributed to his refufal, in 1701, to pafs a bill to regulate fees, &c. 
but the circumftances which attended, and might juftify that refufal, 
are not ftated. : | 

This violent diffenfion happened in the time of the Deputy-go- 
yernor Evans, whofe government Dr. Franklin defcribes as * one 
continued broil from the beginning of it tothe end.” But as it is 
remarked by the fame author, that the General Affembly in two or 


three years after, aflumed a very different tone, * almoft as com-_ 
plaifant as he (the deputy-governor) could wifh,” it is prefumable, © 


either that the occafions of complaint lad ceafed, or that they dif- 
fered with their predeceffors in opinion of their having ever exifted. 
That at leaft they were greatly exaggerated is eafy to believe, when 
we advert to the circumftances of what the doétor calls * this ture 
bulent period,” wherein he fays, * heat kindled heat ; animofity ex- 
cited animofity ; and each, party refolving to be alw ys in 1 the right, 

_ were often both in the wrong’ 
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SITUATION, EXTENT, &c. 


"Tus State is fituated between 40° 40’ and 45° north latitude, and 
— 5° weft and 1° 30’ eaft longitude from Philadelphia. Its length is 
_ about three hundred and fifty miles, and its breadth about three 
hundred. It is bounded fouth-eaftwardly by the Atlantic ocean ; 
eaft by the States of Conneéticut, Maffachufetts, and Vermont; north 
by the 45th degree of latitude, which divides it from Canada ; north- 
weftwardly by the river Iroquois, or St. Lawrence, and the lakes On- 
tario and Erie; fowth-weft and fouth by Pennfylvania and New- 


Jerfey. 


FACE OF THE COUNTRY, SEA COAST, &c. 


This State, to fpeak generally, is interfected by ridges of moune 
tains running in a north-eaf and fouth-wett direétion. Beyond the 
Allegany mountains, however, the country is a dead level, of a fine 
rich foil, covered in its natural ftate with maple, beech, birch, cherry, 
black walnut, locuft, hickory and fome mulberry trees. On the 
banks of lake Erie are a few chefnut and oak ridges. Hemlock 
fwamps are interfperfed thinly through the country. All the creeks 
that empty into lake Erie have falls which afford many excellent 
mill-feats, 

The lands between the Seneca and Cayuga lakes are reprefented 
as uncommonly excellent, being moft agreeably diverfified with gen- 
tle rifings, and timbered with lofty trees, with little underwood. 
The legiflature of this State have granted one million and a half of 
acres of land as a gratuity to the officers and foldiers of the line of 
this State. This tra@t is bounded weft by the eaft fhore of the Se- 
neca lake, and the Maflachufetts lands in the new county of Ontario ; 
north by part of lake Ontario near fort Ofwego; fouth by a ridge of 
the Allegany mountains and the Pennfylyania line; andeaft by the Tuf- 
Z Vou. Il, Q4g caroro 
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caroro Creek, which falls nearly into the middle of the Oneida lake, 
and that part of Montgomery which bas been fettling by the New- 
England people very rapidly. fince the peace. 

This pleafant country is divided into twenty-five townfhips of fixty 
thoufand acres each, which are again fubdivided into one hundred 
convenient farms, of fix hundred acres, making in the whole two 
thoufand five hundred farms. 

Eaft of the Allegany mountains the country is broken into hills 
with rich intervening vallies. The hills are clothed thick with tim- 
ber, and when cleared, afford a very fine pafture: the vallies, 
when cultivated, produce wheat, hemp, flax, peas, grafs, oats, 
and Indian corn. ‘The rivers in this State are numerous. 

Hudfon’s river is one of the largeft and fineft in the United 
States ; it rifes in the mountainous country between the lakes Onta- 
rio and Champlain. In its courfe fouth-eafterly it approaches within 
fix or eight miles of lake George; then, after a fhort courfe eaft, 
turns foutherly and receives the Socondaga from the fouth-wef, 
which heads in the neighbourhood of Mohawk river. The courfe 
of the river thence to New-York, where it empties into York bay, 
is uniformly fouth, twelve degrees, or fifteen degrees weft. Its 
whole length is about two hundred and fifty miles; from Albany 


to lake George is fixty-five miles. ‘This diftance, the river is navi ‘ 


gable only for batteaux, and has two portages, occafioned by falls, of 
half a mile each. | | 

The banks of Hudfon’s river, efpecially on the weftern fide, as far 
as the highlands extend, are chiefly rocky cliffs. The pafiage through 
the highlands, which is fixteen miles, affords a wild romantic {cene; 
in this narrow pats, on each fide of which the mountains tower toa 


great height, the wind, if there be any, is collected and compr effed, . 


and blows continually as through a bellows: veffels, in pafling 
through it, are often obliged to lower their fails. The bed of thi 


river, which i is deep and {mooth to an aftonilhing diftance, through a | 


hilly, rocky country, and even through ridges of fome of the higheft 


mountains in the United States, mujt undoubtedly have been pro- 


duced by fome mighty convulfion in nature. The tide flows a few 
miles above Albany, which is one hundred mi fixty miles from New- 
York: itis navigable for floops of eighty tons to Albany, and for, 
fhips to Hudfon: fhip navigation to Albany is interrupted by a num 
ber of iflands, fix or eight miles below the city, called the Over 
faugh. It isin contemplation to confine the river to one channel, by 
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which means the channel will be deepened, and the difficulty of ap- 


proaching Albany with veffels of a larger fize be removed. About 
fixty miles above New-York the water becomes frefh. The river 


is ftored with a variety of fith, which renders a fummer paffage 


to Albany delightful and amufing to thofe who are fond of angling. - 
The advantages of this river for carrying on the fur trade with 
Canada, by means of the lakes, have been already mentioned :* its 
conveniencies for internal commerce are fingularly gréat : the pro- 
duce of the remoteft farms is eafily and {peedily conveyed to a certain 
and profitable market, and at the loweft expenfe; in this refpect, 
New-York has greatly the advantage of Philadelphia. A great pro- 


portion of the produce of Penntylvania is carried to market in wag- 


gons, over a great extent of country, fome of which is rough; 
hence it is that Philadelphia is crowded with waggons, carts, 
horfes and their drivers, to do the fame bufinefs that is done 
in New-York, where all the produce of the country -is brought 
to market by water, with much lefs fhew and parade. But Philadel- 
phia has other advantages, which will be mentioned in their proper 
place, to compenfate for this natural defect. The increafing popu- 
lation of the fertile lands upon the northern branches of the Hudfon 
muft annually increafe the amazing. wealth that is conveyed by its wa- 
ters to New-York : added to this, the ground has been marked out, 
the level afcertained, acompany incorporated, by the name of ‘* The 
Prefident, DireGtors, and Company of the Northern Inland Lock 
Navigation, in the State of New-York,’ and funds fubfcribed for the 
purpofe of cutting a canal from the neareft approximating point of 
Hudfon’s river to South bay, which empties into the fouth end of 


lake Champlain : the diftance is eighteen miles. The difference of: 


level and the face of the country are fuch, as to juftify a belief that 
the opening of this canal will not be lefs practicable than ufeful. 
Saranac river paffes through Plattfurg into lake Champlain: it 


has been explored nearly thirty miles, and there found equal in fize 


fothe mouth. In this river is the greateft abundance of fifh, fuch ag 
falmon, bafs, pike, pickerel, trout, &c. ' . 
Sable river, not far from the Saranac, is fearcely fixty yards wide. 
On this “{tream are remarkable falls: the whole defcent of the water- 
is about two hundred feet in feveral pitches, the greateft of which is 
forty feet perpendicular: at the foot of-it the water is unfathomable. 


(A large pine has been feen, in a frefhet, to pitch over endwife, and 
y : t 
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remain feveral minutes under water. The ftream is confined by 
high rocks on either fide, a {pace of forty feet, and the banks at the 


falls are, at leaft, as many feet high. Ina frefhet the flood wood fre-. 


quent'y lodges, and in a few minutes the water rifes to full banks, and 
then burfts away its obftructions with a moft tremendous crafhing, 
The Big and Little Chazy rivers are in the townfhip of Champlain, 
which borders on the Canada line; both are navigable fome miles, 
the former fix or feven, affording good mill feats—feveral mills are 


already ereéted. The Britifh have.a poft, and maintain a {mall gar- — 


tifon, at Point-au-fer in this townfhip. - 

The river Boquet pafles through the town of Wilfborough, in 
Clinton county, and is navigable for boats about two miles, and is 
there interrupted by falls, on which are mills. At this place are the 
remains of an entrenchment thrown up by General Burgoyne. Here 
he gave his famous war feaft to his “‘ numerous hoft of savacrs,” 
and here, probably, he firft conce:ved that celebrated proclamation 
which he afterwards brought forthe 

Black river rifes in the high country, near the fources of Canada 
Creek, which falls into Mohawk river, and takes its courfe north- 
weft, and then north-eaft, till it difcharges itfelf into Cataraqua, or 
Iroquois river, not far from Swegauchee : it is faid to be navigable 
for batteaux up to the lower falls, fixty miles, which is diftant 
from the flourifhing fettlement of Whiteftown twenty-five miles. 
The whole length of this river is reckoned at one hundred and twelve 
miles. . 

Onondago river rifes in the Oneida lake, runs weftwardly into 
lake Ontario at Ofwego: it is navigable for boats from its mouth to 
the head of the lake, feventy-four miles, except a fall which occafions 
a portage of twenty yards, thence batteaux go up Wood creek almof 


to Fort Stanwix, forty miles, whence there is a portage of amileto | 


Mohawk river. Toward the head waters of this river falmon are 
caught in great quantities. 


Mohawk river rifes to the northward of Fort Stanwix, about eight. 
miles from Black river, arid runs fouthwardly twenty miles to the fort ; _ 


then eaftward, one hundred and ten miles, into the Hudfon. The pro- 
duce that is conveyed down this river is landed at Skeneétady, and is 
thence carried by land fixteen miles, over a barren fhrub plain, to 


Albany. Except a portage of about a mile, occafioned by the little — 


falls, fifty-fix miles above Skenectady, the river is paffable for boats 
from Skenectady nearly or quite to its fource.. The perpendicular 
defcent of thefe falls is eftimated at forty-two feet in the courfe of one 

mile; 


a aad 
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mile; and it is fuppofed, they might be locked fo as to be rendered 
paffable for boats carrying five tons, for about fifteen thoufand 
pounds currency. The Cohoez in this river are a great curiofity ; 
they are three miles from its entrance into the Hudfon. The river is 
about one hundred yards wide, the rock over whichit pours as over a mill 
dam, extends almoft in a line from one fide of the river to the other, 
and is about thirty feet perpendicular height. Including the defcent 
above, the fall is as much as fixty or feventy feet; the rocks be- 
low, in fome places, are worn many feet deep by the conftant fric- 
tion of the water. The view of this tremendous cataract is dimi- 
nifhed by the height of the banks on each fide of the river. About 
a mile below the falls the river branches and forms a large ifland ; 
but the two mouths may be feen at the fame time from the oppofite 
bank of the Hudfon: the branches are fordable at low water, but are 
dangerous. Acompany by the name of “ The Prefident, DireGors, 
and Company of the Weftern Inland Lock Navigation, in the State 
of New-York,” were incorporated by the legiflature of New-York, 
in Mareh, 1792, for the purpofe of opening a lock navigation from 
the now navigable part of Hudion’s river, to be extended to lake 
Ontario, and to the Seneca lake. This rout has been furveyed and 
found practicable, the expenfe eftimated, and the funds fubfcribed, 
and the work is to be executed with all poffible difpatch. ‘The opens 
ing of this navigation will be a vaft acquifition to the commerce of 
this State. A fhore of at leaft one thoufand miles in length will, 
in confequence of it, be wafhed by boatable waters, exclufive of all 
the great lakes, and many millions of acres of excellent tillage land, 
rapidly fettling, will be accommodated with water communication 
for conveying their produce to market. ; 
Delaware river rifes in Lake Utftayantho, latitude 42° 25’, and 
takes its courfe fouth-weft, until it croffes into Pennfylvania in 
latitude 42°; thence fouthwardly, dividing New-York from Penn. 
fylvania, until it ftrikes the north-weft corner of New-Jerfey, in 
latitude 41° 24’; and then paffes off to fea, through Delaware. bay, 
having New-Jerfey on the ecaft fide, and Penntylvania and-Delaware 
en the weit. ye 
_ Sufquehannah, E. Branch, river has its fource in lake Otfego, lati. 
tude 42° 55’, from which. it takes a fouth-weft courfe: it crofles the 
line which divides New-York and Pennfylvania three times, the 
laft time near Tyoga Point, where it receives Tyoga river, Batteaux 
pafs to its fource; thence to Mohawk river is but twenty miles, cae 
pable of good roads, 


Tyoga 
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Tyoga river rifes in the Allegany mountains, in about latitude 42% 
runs eaftwarcly and empties into the Sufquehannah at Tyoga Point; 
in latitude 41° 57’. It is navigable for boats about fifty miles. 

Seneca river rifes in the Seneca country, and runs eaftwardly; and 
in its paflage receives the waters of the Seneca and Cayuga lakes, 
which lie north and fouth, ten or twelve miles apart, each is between: 
thirty and forty miles in length, and about a mile in breadth, and 
empties into the Onondago river, fourteen miles above the falls, ata 
place called Three Rivers. From Three River point to Onondago 
lake, up Seneca river, is twelve miles. Within half a mile of this 
Jake a falt fpring iffues from the ground, the water of which is falter 
than that of the ocean: it conftantly emits water in fufficient quan- 
tity for works of any extent: it is probable the whole country will be 
fupplied with falt from this fpring, and at a very cheap rate. This 
{pring is the property of the State. . This river is navigable for 
boats trom the lakes downwards. 

Cheneffee river rifes near the fource of the Tyoga, and runs 
northwardly by the Cheneffee caftle and flats, and empties into lake 
Ontario, eighty miles eaft of Niagara fort.. On this river is.one fet 
of large falls, not far from its junction with lake Ontario. The in- 
habitants improve thefe falls to good purpole, by the erection of mills 
upon them. 

The north-eaft branch of the Allegany river heads in the Allegany 
mountains, near the fource of the Tyoga, and runs dire@ly weit until 
it is joined by a larger branch from the fouthward, which rifes near 
~ the weft branch of the Sufquehannah:; their junction is on the line be- 
- tween Pennfylvania and New-York. From this junétion the river | | 
purfues a north-weft courfe, leaving a fegment of the river of about 
fifty miles in length, inthe State of New-York, thence it proceeds in 
a circuitous fouth-weft direction, until it crofles into Pennfylvania, 
from thence to its entrance into the Miffiffippi ; it has already been 
defcribed. 

There are few fifh in the rivers, but in the brooks are plenty of 
trout; and in the lakes, yellow perch, fun-fifh, falmon trout, cat- 
fih, and a variety of others. 

From this account of the rivers, it is eafy to conceive the excel- 
lent advantages for conveying produce to market from every part of 
the State. | 

The fettlements already made in this State, are chiefly upon two 


narrow oblongs, extending from the city of New-York, eaft and 
northe 
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north, The one eaft, is Long-Ifland, which is one hundred and 
forty miles long, narrow, and furrounded by the fea. The one exe 
tending north is about forty miles in breadth, and bifected by the 
Hudfon; and fuch is the interfection of the whole State by the 
_ branches of the Hudfon, the Delaware, the Suiquehannah, and other 
~ rivers which have been mentioned, that there are few places through. 
out its whole extent, that are more than fifteen or twenty miles from 
fome boatable or navigable {tream. 

York bay, which is nine miles long and four broad, fpreads to 
the fouthward before the city of New-York. It is formed by the 
confluence of the Eaft and Hudfon’s rivers, and embofoms feveral 
fmall iflands, of which Governor’s ifland is the principal: it commu- 
nicates with the ocean through the Narrows, between Staten and 
Long-Iflands, which are fcarcely two miles wide. The paflage up to 
New-York and Sandy-Hook, the point of land that extends fartheft 
into,the fea, is fafe, and not above twenty miles in length. The 
common navigation is between the eaft and weft banks, in about 
twenty:two feet water. There is a light-houte at Sandy-Hook ona 
peninfula from the Jerfey fhore. 

South bay lies twelve or fifteen miles north of the northern bend in 
Hudfon’s river: at its north end it receives Wood Creek trom the 
fouth, which is navigable feveral miles, and lined with fine mea- 
dows ; {oon after it mingles its waters with Eaft bay, which ftretches 
eaftward into Vermont. _ At the jundtion of thefe bays commences 
another Bay or lake, from half a mile to a mile wide, whofe banks are 
fteep hills, or cliffs of rocks, generally inacceflible. At Ticonderoga 
this bay receives the waters of lake George from the fouth-weft, 
through a large brook, which rolls down a gentle declivity, at the 
foot of which were formerly a fet of faw mills. The waters of 
Jake George are one hundred feet higher than thofe of the bay. 

Oneida lake lies about twenty miles weft of Fort Stanwix, and ex- 
- tends weitward about thirty miles. 

Salt lake is fmall, and empties into Seneca river foon after its 
junction with the Onondago river, about twelve miles from Three 
River point. This lake is ftrongly impregnated with faline par ticles, 
which circumftance gave rife to its name. The Indians make their 
falt from it. — 

Lake Otfego, at the head of Sufquehannah river, is about nine 

miles long and narrow, perhaps not more than a mile wide. | The 
. land 
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Jand on the banks of this lake is very good, and the cultivation of ig _ 
eafy. Pe a 

Caniaderago lake is nearly as large as lake Otfego, and fix miles 
weft of it. A ftream, by the name of Oaks creek, iffues from it, 
and falls into the Sufquehannah river, about five miles below Otfego. 
The beft cheefe in the State of New-York is faid to be made upon the 
borders of ‘he creek. 

Chatoque lake is the fource of Gcediahtas river, which empties 
into the Allegany: the lower'end of it, whence the river proceeds, 
is in latitude 42° 10’; from thence to its head is about twenty-five 
miles. From the north-weft part of this to lake Erie is nine miles, 
and was once a communication ufed by the French. 

On the north fide of the mountains, in Orange county, is a very 
valuable tract called the Drowned Lands, containing about forty or 
fifty thoufand acres. The waters, which defcend from the fur- 
rounding hills, being but flowly difcharged by the river ifluing from 
it, cover thefe vaft meadows every winter, and render them extremely 
fertile; but they expofe the inhabitants in the vicinity to intermit- 
tents. The Walkhill river, which paffes through this extenfive am- 
pbibious tra, and emptics into Hudfon’s river, is in the fpring fto~ 
yed with very large eels in great plenty. The bottom of this river is — 
a broken rock; and, it is fuppofed, that for two thoufand pounds 
the channel might be deepened fo as to let off all the waters from the 
meadows, and thereby redeem from the floods a large tract of rich © | 
land, for grafs, hemp, and Indian corn. 


SOIL AND PRODUCTIONS, 


Befides the trees already mentioned, there are in various parts of 
this State, the feveral kinds of.oak, fuch as white, red, yellow, 
black, and chefnut oak; white, yellow, fpruce, and pitch pines; 
cedar, fir-tree, butternut, afpin, commonly called poplar, white 
wood, which in Pennfylvania is called poplar, and in England the 
tulip tree, rock, maple, the linden tree, which, with the white- 
wood, grows on the low rich ground, the button wood, fhrub-cran- 
berry, the fruit of which hangs in clufters. like grapes as large as 
cherries; this fhrub too grows on low ground. Befides thefe is the 
fumach, which bears clufters of red berries: the Indians chew the 
leaves inftead of tobacco ; the berries are ufed in dyes. Of the com- 
modities produced from culture, wheat is the ftaple. Of this article 


in wheat and flour, equivalent to one million bufhels are yearly ex- 
ported. 
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“ported. Indian corn and peas are: likewife raifed for exportation ; 
and rye, oats, barley, &c. for-home confumption, .. . 

- Infome parts of the State large dairies are kept, which furnifh. for 
the market, butter and cheefe.. The beft lands in this State which 
are thofe that lie along the Mohawk river, and north of it, and welt 
of the Allegany mountains, are yet.moftly in a ftate of nature, but 
are moft rapidly fettling. ‘ 

The county of Clinton, in the mott GWE part of the State, on 
Jake Champlain and lake George, lies about midway between Que- 
bec and New-York, and from two: hundred and thirty, to two hundred 
and forty miles from each, and is fettled by about two thoufand in- 
habitants. A great proportion of the lands in this country are of an 
excellent quality, and. produce in abundance the various kinds of 
grain cultivated in other parts of the State. ‘The inhabitants, manu- 
facture earthen ware, pot and pearl afh, in large quantities, which 
they export to New-York or Quebec. Their wool is of a better qua- 
lity than that which is produced in more fouthern climates ;. their beef 
and pork is fecond to none; and the price of flall-fed beef in Montreal, 
diftant fixty miles from Platttburg, is fuch as to encourage the far 
mers to drive their cattle tothat market. Their foretts fupply them 
with fugar and molaffes, as every family, with no more implements 
than are neceffary for common ufe, can make a fufficiency for its own 
confumption, and that at a feafon when the farmer can be no other- 
wile employed. The foil is well adapted to the culture of hemp. 
The land carriage from any part of the country, in, tranfporting 
their produce to New-York, does not-exceed eighteen miles. The 
carrying place at Ticonderoga is one mile andahalf; and from 
Fort George,: at the fouth end of the lake of the fame name, to Fort 

/Edward, is about fourteen miles; after which there are: two or three 


final! obftraGtions by falls, which are about tobe removed by the — 


Proprietors of the northern canal. From this country.to Quebec are 
annually fent large rafts, the rapids at St. John’s and'Chawblee being 
the only interruption in. the navigation, and thofe not fo great but 
that at fome feafons, batteaux with fixty bufhels- of falt can afcend 
them. At fome diftance from the fea, falt is fold: at half'a dollar a 
buthel. | 
pi In the northern and wafers led. parts of the State, are - alee of 
moofe deer, bears, fome beavers, -martins, and moft other, inhabi- 
tants of the foreft, except wolvess, Ducks,: growfe,.pigeons, and 
y of many kinds, and particularly falmon, are. takem in great 
+ Vou. I. Rr abundance 
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abundance in different parts, and efpecially in the county of Clinton: » 
At the mouth of Saranac river, which falls into Champlain, the fal- 
mon are found in fuch plenty, that it is ufual to take four or five 
hundred in aday with fpears and {mall fcoop nets. They are 
caught from May till November, and make excellent falted provi- 
fions, and every cottager, by fpending an hour in the evening, may 
obtain a fufficient fupply for his family. 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


The roads in this State have been in general but indifferently attended 
to till within the two or three laft years. The legiflature, convinced of 
the importance of attending to the matter, and perhaps ftimulated — 
by the enterprizing and active Pennfylvanians, who are competitors 
for the trade of the weftern country, have lately granted very liberal 
fums towards improving thofe roads that traverfe the moft fettled 
parts of the country, and opening fuch as lead into the weftern and 
northern parts of the State, uniting, as far as poffible, the eftablith- 
ments on the Hudfon river, and the moft populous parts of the in- 
terior country by the neareft practicable diftances. A poft regularly 
rides from Albany to the Cheneffee river, once a fortnight, through 
Whiteftown, Geneva, Canadaqua, Canawargus, and Williamfburgh, 
on the Cheneffee river. By this eftablifhment a fafe and direct con- 
veyance is opened between the moft interior parts of the United 
States to the weft, and the feveral States in the Union. 

. A-grand road was opened through Clinton county, which borders 

upon Canada, in the year 1790, under the direction of a Mr. Rogers, 

of Duchefs county, and after him called Rogers’s road. This road 

adds ereatly to the convenience and fafety. of travelling between 
‘the State of New-York and Canada, efpecially i in the winter, when | 
paffing the lakes on ice is often dangerous, and always uncomfor- 
table: f 
A road alfo has been lately cut from Katt’s-kill, on the Hudfon, , 
weftwardly, which paffes near Owafco lake. 14 
A bridge, called Staat’s bridge, two hundred and fifty feet long, | 
‘and of a fufficient width to admit two carriages abreaft, has lately » 
been thrown acrofs Abram’s creek, which falls into the Hudfon river, . 
near the city of Hudfon, by which a communication with the e 
country, in a new direction, is opened from the city of Hudfon ; aud © 
a diftance faved of four or five miles jn the main poft road from Newe 
York to Albany, 
| Skatie » 


Skaticook bridge, in the town.of that name, ten miles from Lan- 
finburgh, is an ingenious ftructure, built at the private expenfe of 
an enterprifing and liberal abeniigmans, It coft one thoufand four 
hundred pounds currency. | 

The legiflature of this State have granted three thoufand pounds 
to build a bridge over the {prouts of Mohawk river, whenever the 
- fum of one thoufand pounds fhall be fubfcribed and paid. This 
bridge will be one of the longeft in America, and will opena direct 
communication to a very extenfive country, increafing faft in poe 
pulation, in the north-weftern parts of the State. 


| 


MEDICINAL SPRINGS. 


The moft noted {prings in this State are thofe of Saratoga: they 
are eight or nine in number, fituated in the margin of a marth, 
formed by a branch of Kayadaroffora creek, about twelve miles weft 
from the confluence of Fifh creek and Hudfon’s river. They are 
furrounded by a rock of a peculiar kind, formed by petrifactions. 
One of them, however, more particularly attracts the attention ;, it 
rifes above the furface of the earth five or fix feet, in the form of a 
pyramid. The aperture in the top, which difcovers the water, is 
perfeétly cylindrical, of about nine inches diameter. In this the wa- 
ter is about twelve inches below the top, except at the time of its 
annual difcharge, which is commonly in the beginning of fummer. 
At all times it appears to be in as great agitation as if boiling ina 
pot, although it is extremely cold. The fame appearances obtain in 
the other {prings, except. that the furrounding rocks are of different 
_ figures, and the water fe regularly from them. 

By obfervation and ‘eXperiment,. the principal impregnation of the: 
water is found to be a foffile acid, which is predominant in the tafte. 
It is alfo ftrongly impregnated with a faline fubftance, which is very 
difcernible in the tafte of the water, and in the tafte and {mell of the 
petrified. matter about it. From the corrofive aud diffolving nature 
of the acid, the water acquires a chalybeate property, and receives 
into its cempofition a portion of calcareous earth, which, when fepa- 
rated, refembles an impure magnefia. As the different {prings have 
_no effential variance in the nature of their waters, butthe proportions 
of the chalybeate impregnation, it is rendered probable that they are 
derived from one common fource, but flow in feparate channels, 

~ where they have connection with metallic bodies in greater or lefs 
Proportions. The fomachs of fome gi however, are fo deli- 
Rr 2°. gate, 
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cate, as t6 perceive a: difference’ in’ the effe& and operation’ of the 
aitfferent {prings. da stua .ostoualh evo Gd 

‘The prodigious quantity of‘air'contained in this water makes ano- 
ther diftinguifhing property of it. This-air, ftriving for enlarge- 
ment, produces the fermentation’and violent a@tion of the water be- 
fore defcribed. “After. the water has ftood a fmall time in an open 
veffel, for rio tight one will contain it,’ the air efcapes, the water be- 
comes vapid, and lofes all that life and pungency which diftinguifhes 
it when firft taken ‘from the pool. ‘The particles of diffolved earth are 
depofited as the water flows off, ‘which, with the combination of ~ 
the falts and fixed air, concrete and. form the rocks about the 
spines . 

-As'to the quality of thefe medicinal fprings, to moft people who 
drink the waters, they are'at firft very difagreeable, having a ftrong, 
brackifh, briny tafte; but ufe im a great meafure takes off the naufe- 
oufniefs, and renders them palatable, and to many very grateful. 
Upon a few they operate 'as an emetic; upon moft ‘as cathartic and 
diuretic. They may be taken in very large quantities without fen- 

fible injury, or difagreeable operation. 

Fhe following curious experiments made on thefe waters, are ex- 
tracted from Dr. Mitchell’s Journal : 

 A-young turkey held.a few inches above the water in tHe crater 
of ‘the lower fpring, was thrown into convulfions in lefs than half a 
minute, and gafpine, fhewed figns of approaching death; but on 
retnoval from that place, and expofure to the frefh air, revived and 
became lively. On immerfion again for a minute in the gas, the bird 
was taken out languid and motionlefs. 3 

«¢ A fmall dog put into the fame cavity, and made to breathe the 
éontained air, was, in lefs than one minute, thrown into convulfive 
motions; made to pant for breath, and, laftly, to lofe entirely ‘the 

power to cry or move; when taken out, he was too weak to ftand, 
but foon, in the common iis acquired firength enough to rife and 
’ flagger away. 

«« A trout recently caught, and brikly fwimming in a pail of brook 
water, was carefully put into a veffel juft filled from the fpring, the 
fifh was inflantly’agitated with violent convulfions, gradually loft the 
capacity to move and. poite itfelf, Ere ftupid and infenfible, and is 

- few minutes was dead, 


~ 


6+ A candle’ 
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~ A candle repeatedly lighted, and Jet down near the furface of the 
water, was fuddenly extinguifhed, ane not a nip of — or fire 
remained on the wick. a ; m 

“+ A bottle filled with the-water and ince einitscf side a large 
quantity of aerial matter, that’ either forces out the cork, or makes a 
way befide or through it, or burfts the veffel. ay 

¢¢ A quantity of wheaten flour moiftened sph this water, ett 
kneaded into dough, when made into cakes and put into a baking 
pan, rofe, during the application of heat, into a light and fpongy 
bread, without the aid of yeaft or leaven : from which it appears, 
that the air extricated from the water is cans fimilar to-that pros 
duced by ordinary fermentation. 

“ Some lime water, made of ftalaétites bi ought from the fobwirx 
nean cave at Rhynebec, became immediately turbid on mixture with 
the {pring water, but when the water had been lately drawn, the al 
cipitate was quickly re-diffolved. 7 

“ Some of the rock furrounding the fpring, on being put into the 
fire, calcined to quick-lime and flaked very well. | 

‘«*‘ When the the aerial matter has evaporated, the water lofes its 
tranfparency, and lets fall a calcareous fediment: whence it is 
evident that the gas is aerial acid, that the rock is limeftone, and 
that by means of the former, the water becomes capable of dif- 
folving and conveying the latter.” 


* (lo ee 


Great numbers of people, under a variety of maladies, refort to 
thefe {prings, and many find relief, and a confiderable number a com- 
plete cure, particularly in bilious-diforders, falt rheum, and relaxa- 
tions. But as the waters are unfriendly and even fatal in fome dif 
orders, they owght to be ufed under the direction of a phyfician 
thoroughly acquainted with the qualities of the waters, and the dif- 
eafes of the patient. Ignorant of the fuitablenefs of the waters to 
their complaints, many have opp thrown. away their lives in 
the ufe of them. : 

New-Lebanon fprings are next: in celebrity to thofé of Saratoga. 
New-Lebanon: is a pleafant village, fituated partly in a vale, and 
partly on the declivity of hills. The pool is fituated on a com- 
manding eminence, overlooking the valley, and furrounded with a 
few houfes, which afford but indifferent accommodations for the va- 
letudinarians who refort here in fearch of health. The waters have 
an agreeable temperature, andare not unpleafant to the tafte. From 
the experiments of Dr, Mitchell'it appears, that the water contains no 
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iron, no lime, no neutral falt, no fixed air, no other acid; that foap 
unites very well with the water, makes a good Jather, and is excel- 
lent for bleaching cloths; that the {pring is a Therma, and has 
plenty of limé-ftone in its neighbourhood. Its warmth is fo confide- 
rable, that. during the coolnefs of the morning, even in Auguft, co- 
pious vapours are emitted by the pool, and the ftream which iffues 
from it, for a confiderable diftance ; but the evaporated matter has 
no peculiar odour. From all which particulars taken together, this 
theory rationally refults; a quantity of iron and brimftone, fome- 
where within the mountain, are, by reafon of their chemical affinity, 
in the act of combining into martial pyrites. During their action 
upon each other, Aeat is produced, and pure air is abforbed. The 
water running in the neighbourhood of this bed of pyrites borrows 
fome of its heat, and receives alfo that part of the atimofpheric fluid 
which remains after the confumption of the pure air, i. e. foul, or 
azotic gas. But as the heat is excited in the bowels of a calcareous 
mountain, it happens, that by the combination of the /imeffone witha 
wery fall portion of the fulphur, a calcareous hepar is formed, which 
flying off in the form of, hepatic gas, gives an exceedingly flight tinc- 
ture to the water of the pool. Thefe waters are ufed with fuccefs, it 
is faid, in {corbutic and rheumatic difeafes, falt rheums, &c. but are 
pernicious to confumptive perfons. 

In the new town of Renffallaer, nearly oppofite to the city of Al- 
bany, a medicinal {pring has lately been difcovered, combining moft 
of the valuable properties of the celebrated waters of Saratoga. 
Should further experiments confirm the favourable opinion already 
entertained of this {pring, it will prove a fortunate difcovery for the 
city of Albany, and for the country adjoining, as well as for the in- 
valids who annually refort to Sar atoga, under many inconveniencies 
and at a great expenfe. 

The falt fprings we have already ih ee The weight of a 
bufhel of the falt made of thefe waters is fifty-fix pounds, and is‘equal 
in goodnefs to that imported from Turks ifland. 

This State embofoms vaft quantities of iron ore. Naturalifts ob- 
ferve that ore, in fwamps and pondy ground, vegetates and in- 
creafes.. There is a filver mine at Philipfburgh, which produces 
virgin filver. Lead is found in Herkemer county, and fulphur in 
Montgomery. Spar, zink, or fpelter, a femi-metal, magnez, ufed 
in glazings, pyrites of a golden hue, various kinds of copper ore, 
and lead and coal mines, are found in this State. Alfo petrified 

wood, 


OF NEW-YORK. ain: 


wood, plafter of Paris, ifinglafs in fheets, talc and cryftals of various 
kinds and colours, flinf, albeftos, and feveral other foffils. A {mall 
black ftone has alfo been found, which vitrifies with a {mall heat, 
and, it is faid, makes excellent glafs. 

\ 


\ 


1,S by A. N D-S, 


There are three iflands of note belonging to this State, viz. York- 
Ifland, which will be hereafter defcribed, * Leagaiene and Staten- — 
Hfland. 

Long-Ifland extends one hundred and forty miles, and terminates. _ 
with Montauk point. It is not more than ten miles in breadth on a 
medium, and is feparated from Conneéticut by Long-Jfland found. 
The ifland is divided into three counties; King’s, oo s and 
Suffolk. 

King’s county lies at the weft end of Long-Ifland, ovoukiais New- 
York, and is not above ten miles long and eight broad ; the inhabi- | 
tants are principally Dutch and live well; it contains a number of | 
pleafant villages, of which Flatbufh, Brooklyn and poset; are the 
principal. 

-Queen’s county lies next to King’s as you proceed eaftward ; it is 
about thirty miles long and twelve broad. Jamaica, Newtown, 
Hampftead, in which is a handfome court-houfe, and Oyiter- -bay, are 
the principal villages in this county. 

Suffolk county is about one hundred miles long and ten broad, and 
comprehends all the eaftern part of the ifland and feveral little iflands 
adjoining, viz. Shelter ifland, Fifher’s ifland, Plum ifland, and the 
Ifle of Wight. Its principal towns are Huntington, Southampton, 
Smithtown, Brook-Haven, Eaift- anes in which is the academy, 
Southhold and Bridge-Hampton. 

The fouth fide of the ifland i is flat land, of a light fandy foil, bor- 
dered on the fea coaft with large tracts of falt meadow, extending 
from the weft point of the ifland to Southampton ; this foil, how- 
ever, is well calculated for raifing grain, efpecially Indian corn. The 
north fide of the ifland is hilly and of a {trong foil, adapted to the 
culture of grain, hay, and fruit. A ridge of hills extends from Ja- 
maica to Southhold. Large herds of cattle feed upon Hampftead 
plain, and on the falt marfhes upon the fouth fide of the ifland, 

Hampftead plain, in Queen’s county, is a curiofity; it is fixteen 
miles in length, eaft and weft, and feven or eight miles wide; the 
foil is black, and to appearance rich, and yet it was never known to 


have 
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have any natural growth, except a kind of wild grafs and afew. fhrubs, 
It is frequented by -vaft, numbers of plover. Rye grows tolerably 
well on fome parts, of the plain. The moft of it lies common for 
cattle, horfes, and fheep. As there is nothing to impede the prof- 
pect in the whole length of this plain, it has a curious but tirefome 
effe& upon the eye, not unlike that of the ocean. 

Eaft of this plain, on the middle of the ifland, is comparatively a 
barren heath, overgrown with fhrub oaks and pines, amongft which 
it is fwppofed there are feveral thoufand deer. It is frequented alfo 
by a great number of growfe, a very delicious bird. Laws have 
been paffed for the preferyation of thefe birds and the deer, 

It is remarkable, that on Montauk point, at the eaft end of the 
ifland, there are no. flies. Between this point and Eaft-Hampton 
is a beach three quarters of a mile wide, in the center of which was 
found, about fifty years ago, under a fand hill which was blown up 
by the' wind, the. entire fkeleton of a large whale, nearly half a mile 
from the water. 
>» There are very. few. rivers upon the ifland; the largeft is Peako- 
nock, which rifes about ten miles weft of a Hate called River-head, 
where. the court-houfe flands, and runs eafterly into a large bay di- 
viding Southhold. from Southampton; in this bay are Robin. and 
Shelter iflands, | 

The fouth fide of the ifland i is indented with numerous ftreams of 
various fizes,. which fall into a large bay two or three miles over, 
formed by a beach about eighty rods wide, which appears like a bor- 
der to the ifland,, extending from the weft end of it to Southampton. 
Through this beach, in yarious places, are inlets of fuch depth as 
to admit of veffels of fixty or feventy tons. This bay was formerly 
: frefh water. Oyfters, clams and fith of various kinds, are caught 
with eafe, and in great plenty-in this-bay, with feines, during the 
winter feafon. It, is not uncommon to fee forty or fifty veflels here 
loading with oytiers at the fame time. . And what is.almoft incre- 
dible, but -fupported by the teftimony of perfons, of veracity, well 
informed as to the matter, thirty waggom loads of bafs have been 
caught: in this bay at one dranght. | ste "7 

Rockonkama, pond lies about the center of thie ifland, between 
Smithtown and Iilip, and is:about a. mile.in circumference ; ; this 
‘pond has been; found by obfervation to>rife gradually for feveral 
years until, arrived to. a.certain height, and then to. fall more) ra- 
pidly. to its loweft. bed, and thus it. is.coptinually ebbing, and, flow- 
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Ing. The caufe of this curious shendambetan has never been invef- 
ugated. Two miles to the fouthward of this pond is a confiderable 
“fream, called Connecticut river, which empties into the bay. 

There are two whale fifheries, one from Sage harbour, which 
produces about one thoufand barrels of oil annua lly; the other is much 
maller, and is carried on by the inhabitants in the winter feafon from 
the fouth fide of the ifland. They commonly catch from three to 


_feven whales in a feafon, which produce from twenty-five to forty — 


barrels each, of oil, This fifhery was formerly a fource of con- 
fiderable wealth to the inhabitants, but through a fcarcity of whales 
it has greatly declined of late years. 

There is a confiderable trade carried on from Sage harbour, 
whence is exported to the Weft-Indies and other places, whale oil, 
pitch-pine boards, horfes, cattle, flax feed, beef, &c. The produce 
of the middle and weftern parts of the ifland is carried to New- 


York, This ifland contains more than thirty-feven thoufand inhabi-- 


_ tants. 

. Staten ifland lies nine miles fouth-weft of the city of New-York, 
and forms Richmond county: it is about eighteen miles in length, 
and, at a medium, fix or feven in breadth, and contains three thou- 
fand eight hundred and thirty-five inhabitants. On the fouth fide is 
a confiderable tract of level, good land, but the ifland in general is 
rough and the hills high. Richmond is the only town of any note 
‘on the ifland, and that is a poor inconfiderable place. The inha- 
bitants are principally defcendants of the Dutch and F rench, 


CIVIL DIVISIONS. 


This State is divided into nineteen counties, viz. New- York, 
Albany, Suffolk, Queen’s, King’s, Richmond, Weft-Chefter, Orange, 
Ulfter, Duchefs, Columbia, Ranffellaer, Wathington, Clinton, Mont- 
-gomery, Ontario, Herkemer, Otfego, and Tyoga, which, by an act of 
the legiflature, pafied in March, 1788, were fubdivided into townfhips. 

The three laft-mentioned counties have been feparated from 
: Montgomery fince the cenfus, and have acquired the greater part of 
their inhabitants fubfequent to that period, moft of whom emigrated 
from the New-England States. The county of Herkemer is com- 
-pofed of the towns of German Flats, Herkemer, and Whiteftowg, 
which, in 1792, was divided into feveral other towns, and contained 
4n 1790, according to the cenfus, four thoufand feven hundred and 
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twenty-three inhabitants ; fince which this number has béen increafed 
to upwards of fourteen thoufand. 

The townfhips, into which the counties are divided, are Pa 
tions invefted with certain privileges. The aét directs, that the 
frecholders in the feveral townfhips fhall affemble in town meetings, 
on the firft Tuefday in April annually, and chufe their town officers, 
viz. one, fupervifor, one town clerk, from: three to feven atieffors, 
oné or more collectors, two overfeers of the’ poor, commiffioners of 
highways, conftables, fence-viewers, pound-mafters, &c. thefe are 
to hold their refpective offices one year, or until others be chofen. 
This act, which appears to have originated from a fpirit of pure re- 


publicanifm, came in force the firft day of April, 1789. It hasa_ 


happy tendency to diffeminate through the State fuch information 
and fuch principles as are calculated to cherifh the {pirit of freedom, 
and to fupport the republican government. ‘The frequent collection 
of people intown meetings makes them acquainted with each othery 


and aflimilates their ideas and their manners: their being inyefted 
with power makes them feel their importance, and roufes their am- 
bition; their town meetings will be a fchool, in which all the free 
citizens of the State may learn how to tranfact bufinefs with pro- ; 


priety, and in which they may qualify themfelves for the higher of- 
fices of the State; the number of public offices will be increafedy 
without increafing the expenfes of the State; and the defire of pro 
motion is innate in human nature, and as ambition to poffefs the res 
quifite qualifications commonly accompanies this defire, the proba- 
bility is, that the number of petfons qualified for public offices will 


be increafed, and of courfe the number of good citizens propor-. 


tionably multiplied, and the fubordinate civil affairs of the State 
more faithfully and more regularly tranfacted. 


CHIEF FOWNS, 


There aré three incorporated cities in this State; New-York, 


Albany and Hudfon. 
NEW-YORE 


Is the capital of the State, and ftands on the fouth-weft point of 


Manhattan, commonly called New-York ifland, at the confluence of 
the Hudfon and Eaft rivers. The principal part of the city lies on 


the eaft fide of the ifland, although the buildings extend from oné — 


“iver to the other. The length of the city on Eatt river is about 
two 
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two miles, but falls nyuch fhort of that diftance on the banks of the 


Hudfon. Its breadth, on an average, is nearly three-fourths of a 
mile, and its circumference may be four miles. The plan of the 
city is not perfectly regular, but is laid out with reference to the 
fituation of the ground. The ground which was unoccupied before 
the peace of 1783, was laid out in parallel fireets of convenient 
width, which has had a good effect upon the parts of the city lately 
built. The principal ftreets run nearly. parallel with the rivers ; 


_thefe are interfected, though not at right angles, by itreets running 


from river to river. In the width of-the ftreets there is a great di- 
verlity. Water-ftreet and Pearl-fireet, (cz-devant Queen-ftreet) which 
occupy the banks of Eaft river, are very conveniently fituated for 
bufineis, but they are low and too narrow, not admitting, in fome 
places, of walks onthe fides for foot paflengers. Broad-{treet, ex- 
tending from the Exchange to City-hall, is fufficiently wide ; this was 


_ originally built on each fide of the creek, which penetrated almoft 


to the City-hall; this {treet is low but pleafant. But the moft con- 
venient and agreeable part of the city is the Broadway; it begins 
at a point which is formed by the junétion of the Hudfon and Eat 
rivers, occupies the height of land between them upon a true meri- 
dional line, rifes gently to the northward,. is near feventy feet wide, 
adorned, where the fort formerly ftood, (which has. ‘been lately 
levelled) with an elegant brick edifice for’ the accommodation of 
the governor of the State, and a public walk from the extremity of | 


_ the point, occupying the ground of the lower battery, which is now 


demolifhed; alfo with two epifcopal churches, and a number of 
elegant private buildings. It terminates, to the northward, in a 
triangular area, fronting the bridewell and alms-houfe, and com- 
mands from any point, a view of the bay and narrow Se 

Since the year 1788, that part of the city which was buried i in 


ruins during the war has been rapidl y rebuilding; the ftreets widened, 


ftraitened, raifed in the middle under an angle fufficient to carry off 


the water to .the fide gutters, and foot-ways of brick made on each 


fide. At this time, the part that was deflroyed by fire is almoft 


wholly covered with elegant brick houfes, 


Wall-fireet is generally fifty feet wide and elevated, and the build- 


-ingselegant. Hanover-fquare and Dock-itreet are conveniently fitu- 


S23 


ated for bufinefs, and the houfes well built, William-ftreet is alfo 


_¢levated and convenient, and i is the principal market for retailing dry 


Sta goods, 
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goods. Many of the other {treets are Pee but moft of them arg — 
irregular and narrow. 

The houfes are. generally built of brick and the roofs tiled ; there 
are remaining a few houfes built after the old Dutch manner, but 
the Englifh tafte has prevailed almoft a century. 

Upon the fouth-weft point of the land a fort with four baftions 
formerly ftood, and alfo a battery below. The area of the fort con- 
tained an elegant houfe for the accommodation of the royal govers 
nors, and was confumed by fire in Governor Tryon’s time. This 
fort and battery were removed in the year 1791. 

The moft magnificent edifice in this city is Federal-hall, fituated | 
at the head of Broad-freet, where its front appears to great advan- 
tage ; the bafement ftory is Tufcan, and is pierced with feven open- 
ings; four mafly pillars in the center fupport four Doric columns * 
and a pediment. “The freeze is ingenioufly divided, to admit 
thirteen ftars in metopes; thefe, with the American Eagle, and — 
other infignia in the pediment, and the tablets over the windows, 
filled with the thirteen arrows and the olive-branch united, mark it~ 
as a building defignated for national purpofes. After entering from 
the Broad-ftreet, we find a plainly finifhed fquare room flagged with 
ftone, and to which the citizens have free accefs ; from this we enter 
the veftibule in the center of the pile, which leads in front to the 
floor of the reprefentatives room, or real Federal-hall, and through 
two arches on each fide by a public ftair-cafe on the left, and by a 
private one on the right to the fenate-chamber and lobbies. 

This veftibule is paved with marble—is very lofty and well-finifh- — 
‘ed; the lower part is of a light ruftic, which fupports a hand- 
fome iron gallery; the upper half is in a lighter ftyle, and is finifhed 
with a fley-light of about twelve by eighteen feet, which is decorated 
with a profnfion of ornament in the richeft tafte. The reprefenta- 
tives room is a {pacious and elegant apartment fixty-one fect deep, ~ 
fifty- eight wide, and thirty-fix hi gh, a coved ceiling of about ten feet 
high not included. This room is of an o¢tangular form ; four of 
‘its fides are rounded in the manner of niches, and give a graceful — 
variety to the whole; the windows are large and placed fixteen 
feet from the floor; all below them is finifhed with plain wainfcot, — 
interrupted only by four chimnies; but above thefe a number of 4 
Tonic columns and pilafters, with their proper entablature, are very 
judicioufly difpofed, and give great elegance. Im the pannels bes — 

*ween 
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tween the windows trophies are carved, and the letters VU. Siina 
| cypher furrounded with laurel. The {peaker’ s chair is oppofite the 
great door, and raifed by feveral fteps ; the chairs for the members 
are ranged femicircularly in two rows in front of ‘the fpeaker ; there 
are two galleries for the accommodation of {pectators. 

On the left of the veftibule is a lobby, nineteen by forty-eight feet, 

finifhed with Tufcan pilafters: this leads to the fenate chamber, 
which is forty feet long, thirty wide and twenty high, with an arched 
ceiling; it has three windows in front and three back; thofe in front 
open into a eallery twelve feet deep, guarded by an elegant ian 
railing. In this gallery General Wafhington, attended by the Senate 
and Houfé of Reeciewiice, took his oath of office as Prefident, 
4n the face of Heaven, and in prefence of a large concourfe of 
people affembled in front. 
- "The fenate chamber is decorated with pilafters of an order in- _ 
vented by Major L’Enfant the archite&, sihitch have a magnificent 
appearance. The marble which is ufed in the chimnies #s American, 
and for beauty of fhades and polifh is equal to any of its kind in 
Europe. Befides thefe, there are feveral other rooms for ufe and 
convenience; a library, lobbies, and committee rooms above, and 
guard-rooms below, The building, on the whole, does much credit 
to the ingenuity and abilities of the architect, 

The other public buildings in the city are, three houfes for public 
worfhip for the Dutch reformed church, four Prefbyterian churches, 
three Epifcopal churches, two for German Lutherans and Calvinitts, 
two Friends’ meeting-houfes, two for Baptiits, two for Methoditts, 
one for Moravians, one Roman Catholic church, one French Pro- 
‘teftant church out of repair, and a Jew’s fynagogue. Befides thefe, 
there is the governor’s houfe already mentioned, a moft elegant 
building, the college, gaol, and feveral other buildings of lefs note. 

~The city is accommodated with four markets in different parts, 
which are furnifhed with a great plenty and variety of provifions in 
~ meat and excellent order. | 
The government of the city, which was incorporated in 1696, is 
now in the hands of a mayor, aldermen and common council. The 
city is divided into feven wards, in each od which there is chofen_ 
annually by the people’an alderman and an alliftant, who, toge- 
ther with the recorder, are appointed annually by the council of ap- 
pointment, 
: ane 
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The mayor’s court, which is held from time to time by adjourns 
ment, is in high reputation as a court of law. bao 

A court of feffions is likewife held for the trial of criminal caufes, 

The fituation of the city is both healthy and pleafant ; furrounded 
on all fides by water, it is refrefhed with cool breezes in fummer, 
and the air in winter is more temperate than in other places under 
the fame parallel. York ifland is fifteen miles in length, and hardly 
ene in breadth ; it is joined to the Maine by abridge, called King’s 
bridge. The channels between Long and Staten iflands, and be- 
tween Long and York iflands, are fo narrew as to occafion an unufual ” 
gapidity of the tides, which is increafed by the confluence of the 
waters of the Hudton and Eaft rivers ; this rapidity, in general, pre= — 
wents the obftruction of the channel by ice, fo that the navigation 
gs clear, except for a few days in feafons when the weather is uns 
eornmonly fevere.. There is no bafon or bay for the reception of 
dhips ; but the road where they lie, in Eaft river, is defended from 
fhe violence of the fea by the iflands, which interlock with each 
ether, fo that, except that ef Rhode- Ifland and Portland, in the 
a@ifri& of Maine, the harbour of New-York, which admits fhips of 
any burthen, is the beit in the United States. 

This city is efteemed the moft eligible fituation for commerce in 
¢he United States. It almoft néceffarily commands the trade of one 
half of New-Jerfey, moft of that of Connecticut, and part of that of 
Matfachufetts, and almoft the whole of Vermont, befides the whole 
fertile interior country, which is penetrated by one of the largett rivers 
in America. This city imports moft of the goods confumed, bes 
tween a line of thirty miles eaft of Conneéticut river, and twenty 
miles ‘wet of the Hudfon, which is 130 miles, and between the 
ocean and the confines of Canada, about four hundred miles; a con- 
fiderable portion of which is the beft peopled of any part of the 
United States, and the whole territory contains at leaft eight hundred 
thoufand people, or one-fifth of the inhabitants of the Union. Be- 
fides, fome of the other States are partially fupplied with goods 
from NewYork. But in the ftaple commodity (flour) Pennfylvania 
and Ma wyland have exceeded 1t—-the fuperfine flour of thofe States 
commanding a higher price than that of New-York; not that the 
quality of the grain in this State is wore, but becaufe creater attention 
paid in thofe States to the infpection and manufacture of that article. 
‘In the manufacture likewife of iron, paper, cabinet works, éc. 
Pennfylvania exceeds not only New-York butall her fifter States. In 

time 
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_ firtie of peace, however, New-York will command more commercial 
bufinefs than any town in the United States. In time of war itawill 
be infecuré without a marine force; but a {mall number of fhips 
will be able to defend it from the moft formidable attacks by fea. 

_ Awant of good water is at prefent a great inconvenience to the citi- 
zens, there being few wells in the city; moft of the people are fupplied 
every day with frefh water, conveyed to their doors in catks, from 
a pump near the head of Pearl-ftreet, which receives if from! wi 
{pring almoit a mile from the center of the city: This well is about 
twenty feet deep, and four feet diameter. The average quantity 
drawn daily from this remarkable well is one hundred and ten hogt~ 
heads of one hundred and: thirty gallons each. In fome hot fummer- 
days two hundred and fixteen hogfheads have been drawn from it, 
and what is very fingular, there are never more or lefs than three 
feet of water in the well. The water is fold commonly at three- 
pence a hogfhead at the pump. Several propofals have been made 
by individuals to fupply the citizens by pipes, but none have ye 
been accepted. 

New-York is the gayeft place in America; the ladies, in the richs 
nefs and brilliancy of their drefs, are not equalled in any city in the 
United States, not even in Charlefton, South-Carolina, which has 
heretofore been called the center of the bcau -mende. The ladies, 
however, are not folely employed in attention to drefs; there are 
many who are ftudious to add to brilliant external accomplifh- 
meats, the more bniliant and lafting accomplifhments of the mind: 
nor have they been unfuccefsful ; for New-York can. boat of 
great numbers of refined tafte, whofe minds are highly impreved, 
and whofe converfation is as inviting as their perfenal charms: tinc« 
tured with a Dutch education, they manage their families with good - 
economy and fingular neatnefs. 

In point of fociability and hofpitality, New-York is hardly 
exceeded by any town in the United States. If, however, 
in regard to thefe agreeable charatteriftics, the preference muft be 
given to any one place, it decidedly belongs to Charlefton, South- 
Carolina. Some travellers have, in thefe refpetts, given Bofton the 
preference to New-York. 

An inquirer, who would with to acquaint himfelf with the ftate 
ef the people of New-York, their manners and government, would 
naturally afk the citizens for their focieties’ for the encouragement 
@f iciences, arts, manufactures, &c. for their public libraries; for 

their 
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their patrons of literature ; their well-regulated academies ; for theré 
female academy for inftructing young ladies in geography, hiftorys 
belles lettres, &c. Such inquiries might be made with propriety, . 
but could not at prefent be anfwered fatisfactorily. From the fpirit 


‘of improvement, however, which has of late appeared, there is reas 
; =~ 


fon to believe, that this trait in the character of the citizens of New- 
York will foon give place to one diftinguifhed for a eae for 
thefe things. 

On a general view of this city, as defcribed thirty years ago, and 
in its prefent ftate, the comparifon is flattering to the prelent age, 
patticularly the improvements in tafte, elegance of manners, and that 


eafy unaflected civility and politenefs which form the happinefs of - 


focial intercourfe. 

{It is found, by a memorandum if one of the old regifters, that 
the number of inhabitants in the city, taken by order of the king, 
in the year 1697, was as follows: 


Merrett tls ye aoe OAT 
VM OTD be daa Sa A ph in nites oak IED 
Young men and boys. . . .... 844 
Young women and girls. . . . 899 


Whites 


| 3171 
ea Nici Oe et eet og Pao sp BOD 
WenrOes< WOMENS. thse su hel Mpa, oie BOE 

Boys and Dirls 43... aes 8 3 +108 


575 
The number of inhabitants in the city and county of New-York, 


a 


in 1756, was ten thoufand eight hundred and eighty-one; 177Ty- | 


twenty-one thoufand eight hundred and fixty three; 1786, twenty- 


three thoufand fix hundred and fourteen ; 1790, thirty-three thou- 


fandsone hundred and thirty-one; fince which time they have ia- 
ereafed far beyond the proportion any preceding period. 


ALBANY, 


The city of Albany is fituated upon the weit fide of Hudfon’s river, — 


one hundred and fixty miles north of the city of New-York, in latitude — 
42° 367, and is, by charter granted in 1686, one mile upon the river, 
and fixteen back. It contains upwards of one thoufand houfes, built 
moftly by trading people on the margin oftheriver. The houfes ftand 


chiefly upon Pearl, Market, and Water ftreets, and fix other ftreets or 4 


lanes, which crofs them at right angles. They are moftly built in the 
old Dutch Gothic ftyle, with the gable end to the ftreet, which cuftom 
the firft Lettlers brought with them from Holland. The gable end is 
z commonly 


; 
| 


% 
> 


/ 
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ommonly of brick, with the heavy moulded ornament flantings 


with notches, ‘like ftairs, and an iron horfe for a weather-cock at:top. 
The houfes are feldom more than one ftory and a half high, and 
have but little convenience, and lefs elegance; but they are kept 
very neat, being rubbed with a mop almoft every day, and feoured 
évery week. Many new houfes, however, have lately been built im 
this city, all in the modern ftyle; thé inhabitants are paving the 
fireets in the New-York plan with foot-ways, and iis other ims 
provements. | 

The city of Albany contains about four thoufand inhabitants, ede 
lected from variou’ parts. As great a variety of languages are {po- 
ken in Albany as in any town of the United States, but the Englith 
predominates, and the ufe of every other is conftantly leffening. Ade 
venturers, in purfuit of wealth, are Jed here by the advantages for 
trade which this place affords. 

Albany is unrivalled in its fituation, It ftands on the bank of one 
of the fineft rivers in the world, at the head of a floop navigation. Ie 


‘enjoys a falubrious air, as is evinced by the longevity of its inhabi- 
‘tants. It is the natural emporium of the increafing trade of a large 


extent of country weft and north; a country of an excellent foil, 
abounding in every article of the Weft-India market, plentifully wa-- 
tered with navigable lakes, creeks, and rivers, as yet only partially 
peopled, but fettling with almoft unexampled rapidity, and capable 
of affording {ubfiftence and affluence to millions of inhabitants. No 
part of America affords a more eligible opening for emigrants than 
this; and when the contemplated locks and canals are completed, 
the bridge over the Mohawk river erected, and convenient roads 
opened into every part of the country, all which will, it is ex- 
pected, be accomplifhed in a few years, Albany will probably ins 
creafe and flourifh beyond almoft every other city or town in the 
United States. 

The well-water in this city is extremely bad, fositale drinkable by 
thofe who are not accuftomed to it. It oozes througha {tiff blue 
clay, and it imbibes in its paffage the fine particles common to that 
kind of foil; this difcolours it, and when expofed any length of 
time to the air, it acquires a difagreeable tafte. Indeed, all the 
water for cooking is brought from the river, and many families ute 
it to drink. The water in the wells is unwholefome, being full of 
little infe@s, refembling, except in fize, thofe which we frequently 


fee in ftagnated rain-waters But the inhabitants are about to remedy 


Vor, I. at ee this 
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this inconvenience, by conftructing water-works to Convey anes 
water into the city. 

The public buildings are, a Low Dutch Church, one for Prefbye 
terians, one for Germans or High Dutch, one for Epi 
hofpital, the city-ball, and a handfome brick gaol. 


HUDSON. 


The city of Hudfon has had the moft rapid growth of any place in 
America, if we except Baltimore, in Maryland. It is fituated on the 
eaft fide of Hudfon’s river, in latitude 42° 23’, and is one hundred 
and thirty miles north of New-York ; thirty miles fouth of Albany, 
and four miles weft from Old Claverack town. It is furrounded by | 
@n extenfive ana fertile back country, and, in proportion to its fize 
and population, carries on a large trade. 

No longer ago than the autumn of 1783, Meffts. Seth and Thomas 
Jenkins, from Providence, in the State of Rhode-Ifland, having firft 
reconnoitered all the way up the river, fixed om the unfettled {pot, 
where Hudfon now fiands, for atown. ‘To this fpot they found the 
tiver was navigable for veflels of any fize. They purchafed a tra& 
of about a mile fquare, bordering on the river, with a large bay to 
the fouthward, and. divided it into thirty parcels or fhares. Other 
adventurers were admitted to proportions, and the town was laid out 
in f{quares, formed by fpacious ftreets, croffing each other at 
right angles: each fquare contains thirty lots, two deep, divided by 
a twenty feet alley ; each lot is fitry feet in front, and one hundred 
and twenty feet indepth. __ 

In the fpring of 1784, feveral houfes and ftores were erected. The 
increafe of the town from this period to the fpring of 1786, two 
‘years only, was aftoniflungly rapid, and reflects great honour upon 
the enterprifing and perfevering {pirit of the original founders. In 
the fpace of time juft mentioned, no lefs than one hundred and fifty 
dwelling houfes, befides fhops, barns, and other buildings, four 
warehoufes, feveral wharfs, {fpermaceti works, a covered rope walk, 


and one of the beft diftillertes in America, were erected, and fifteen 


hundred fouls collected en a {pot, which, three years before, was 
improved asa farm, and but two years before began to be built. Its 
increafe fince has been very rapid; a printing-office has been eftab- 
hifhed, and feveral public buildings have been ereéted, befides dwel- 
ling houfes, flores, &c. The inhabitants are plentifully and conve~’ 

niently 
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niently fupplied with water, brought to their cellars in wooden pipes, 
from a fpring two miles from the town. 

-It ftands on an eminence, from which are extenfive big delightful 
views to the north-weft, north, and round that way to the fouth- 
eaft, confifting of hills and. vallies, variegated with woods and or- 
chards, cori-fields and meadows, with the river, which is in moft 
places a mile over, and may be feen a confiderable diftance to the 
northward, forming a number of-bays and creeks. From the fouth- 
eaft to the fouth-weft, the city is {creened with hills at different dif- 
tances, and weft, afar off over the river and a large valley, the prof- 
pect is bounded by a chain of fiupendous mountains, called the Katts- 
kill, ruaning to the weft-north-weft, which add magnificence and - 
fablimity to the whole fcene. 

Upwards of twelve hundred fleighs sitered: the city daily, for fe= 
veal days together, in February, 1786, loaded with grain of various 
kirds, boards, fhing'es, ftaves, hoops, iron ware, ftone for build- 
ing fire-wood, and fundry articles of provifion for the market, from 
whth fome idea may be formed of the advantage of its fituation — 
witl refpect to the country adjacent, which is every way extenfive 
and fertile, particularly weftward. The original proprietors of 
_ Hudon offered to purchafe a tra& of land adjoining the fouth part of 
the ity of Albany, and were conftrained, by a refufal of the propo- 
fitior, te become competitors for the commerce of the northern 
counry, when otherwife they would haye added great wealth 

and onfequence to Aaa - 


POUGHKEEPSIE. 


- Powhkeepfie is. hie fhire town of Duchefs county, and is fituated 
-uponthe eaft fide of Hudfon’s river, and north of Wapping- 
kall orcreek. It is a pleafant little town, and has eas been 
the fez of the State government. 


_ ~‘LANSINBURGH, j 
Lannburgh, formerly called the New City, ftands on the eaft 
fide ofthe Hudfon, juft oppofite to the fouth branch of Mohawk . 
_ Fiver, ad nine miles north of Albany. Itis a very flourifhing piace, 
pleafany fituated on a plain at the foot ofa hill. 


Tt oA ig RANGE 
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KINGSTON. 


Kingtton j is the county town of Uliter. Before it was burnt by the 
Britifh, in 1777, it contained about two hundred houfes, regularly 
built on an elevated dry plain, at the mouth of a little pleafant fiream, 
called Efopus-kill or creek, that empties into the Hudfon, but 1 is 
nearly two miles weft from the river. The town has been rebuilt. 


SKENECTADY. a ‘ 


Skenedady 1s fixteen miles north-weft of Albany, in Albany 
county, fituated on the banks of the Mohawk river. The town is ” 
compact and regular, built of. brick, and, excepting a few, in the — 
old Dutch ftyle, on-a rich flat of low land, furrounded with hills. 
The windings of the river through the town, and the fields, which 
are often overflowed in the fpring, afford a beautiful profpect about 
harveft time. As it is at ihe foot of a navigation on a long rive, 
which paffes through a very fertile country, one would fuppofe itto 
embrace much of the commerce of it; but originally knowingjo- 
other than the fur trade, fince the revolution the place has decayidy 
and no advantage been taken of its happy fituation. 


PLATTSBURGH. 


Plattfburgh is an extenfive townfhip in Clinton county, fituted 
on the weft margin of lake Champlain. From the fouth part ofthe 
town the mountains turn away wide from the lake, and leve ae 
charming tract of excellent land, of a rich loam, well watered,and 
about an equal proportion fuitable for meadow and for tillage. The 
land rifes in a gentle afcent for feveral miles fram the lake, of whith 
every farm will have a delightful view. Seven years ago, this bwn- 
fhip, and the whole county, indeed, which at prefent contais fee’ 
veral thoufand inhabitants, was a wildernefs; now they hve a: 
houfe for public worfhip, a court houfe, and gaol. The couts of 
common pleas and general feffions of the peace fi fit here twictin a 
year. They have artifans of almoft every kind among then and 
farnifh among themfelves all the materials for building, gifs ex- 
cepted. Polite circles may here be found, and the genteel tweller 
be entertained with the luxuries of a fea port, a tune on the arpfi- 
chord, and a philofophical converfation. This, with many other 


inflances of the kind, ferve to verify a prophetic remark, in letter 
2 7 of. 
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of Congrefs tq their conftituents, written in a time of gloomy defs. 
pondency, to the following purport: ‘* Vaft lakes and TIVErsy 
{carcely known or explored, whofe waters have rolled for ages in 
filence and obfeurity to the ocean, and extenfive wilderneffes of fer~ 
tile foil, the dwelling place of favage beats, fhall yet hear the dig 
of induftry, become fubfervient to commerce, and boait delightful 
villas, gilded {pires, and fpacious cities rihag on their hanks, and 
fields loaded with the fruit of cultivation,” 


POPULATION. 


‘The number of inhabitants in this State, in 1786, was two hua: 
hundred and thirty-eight thoufand eight hundred and ninety-feven, of 
which eighteen thoufand eight hundred and eighty-nine were blacks. 
In 1756, there were eighty-three thoufand two hundred and thirty- 
three whites, and thirteen thoufand five hundred and forty-two blacks, . 
_ ninety-fix thonfand feven hundred and feventy-five in the whole. In 

1771, there were one hundred and forty-eight thoufand one hundred 
and twenty-four whites, and nineteen thoufand eight hundred and 
eighty-three blacks ; total one hundred and fixty-eight thoufand and 
feven. From the above enumerations it appears, that the average in- 
“ ereafe of inhabitants, from 1756 to 1786, was four thoufand five 
hundred and fifty-four. The population in 1790, was three hundred 

and forty t thoufand one hundred and twenty ; but from what has ale 
ready been obferved re{fpecting New-York, Albany, &c. it is evident 
that the prefent number of inhabitants cannot be much fhort of four 
hundred thoufand, A confiderable part of thefe have emigrated from 
Europe and the New-England States. Thefe emigrations have been 
very numerous, particularly from Rhode-Ifland, Connecticut, and 
Maffachufetts, fince the peace of 1783. 

The following tables exhibit the number of inhabitants in a 
_ town according to the cenfus of 1790; 


RICH: 
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RICHMOND COUNTY. 
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NEW-YORK, CITY AND COUNTY. 


16 years. 


Free white males of 16 
years and upwards 
Free white males under 

Free white females. 
All other free perfons. 


Aggregate total. 
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DUCHESS COUNTY, CONTINUED. 


TOWNS: 


Free white males of #6 
years and upwards 
16 years. 


» Free white males under 
Free white females. 
| All other free perfons. 
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ORANGE COUNTY. 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY. 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY. 
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CLINTON COUNTY. 
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SUMMARY OF POPULATION. 


_ COUNTIES. 


16 years. 


5 


Free white males of 16 
years and upwards 
Free wh te males under 

-Freé white females. 
A}l other free Perfons. 


|} Richmond County, . | 949). 751) 1449 127! 
BOGS AO. ie cece. * 903}. .700! -44144- 46) 
beveecen’s do... . . | 9564) 2903p 6480 S08 
pumolk dé... 6 | 3756) 3273] 7187 1126) 
N.YorkCity& County} 8sgco! 5907) 15254 1101 
Welt-Chefter County,| 5939, 5330 10958 357 
Ducheis do. . . . «| 10968, 11062) 20940 440 
Orange do, 3... «| 4060) ~4940). 838e: ger 
inter dare, 7058| 6791) 1248s 167! 

Columbia,do.° ...:4)) 6993) $6799! Ze74a oss! 
}Albany do. . . . .| 18549 18866 34227. 170) 
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Clinton dos: 2S. SAO Bb a O98 EG 
Ontario do. 2... G2 ha GOR. 194e ot 6 


83700 78122 152320 4654 21324 340120 


CURIOSITIES. 

In the county of Montgomery is a fmall, rapid fiream, emptying 
into Scroon lake, weft of lake George; it runs under a hill, the bafe 
of which is fixty or feventy yards diameter, forming a moft curious 
‘and beautiful arch in the rock, as white as fnow. The fury of 
the water, and the roughnefs of the bottom, added to the terrific 
noife within, has hitherto prevented any perfon from pafling through 
the chafm, 

In the townfhip of Willfhorough, in-Clinton county, is a curious 
fplit rock. A point of a mountain, which projected about fifty 
yards into lake Champlain, appears to have been broken by fome 
violent fhock of nature. Itis removed from the main rock or mouns 
tain about twenty feet, and the oppofite fides fo exactly fuit each 
other, that there needs no other proof of their having been once 
united. The point broken off contains about half an acre, and is 
: covered with wood. The height of the rock on each inde of the fif- 
Es | Uuz fure 
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fure is about twelve feet. Round this point is a fpacious bay, fhel. — 
tered from the fouth-weft and north-weft winds by the furrounding ti, 


hills and woods. On the weft fide are four or five: finely cultivated © 


farms, which altogether, at certain feafons, and in certain fituations, 
form one of the moft beautifal landfcapes imaginable. ‘¢ Sailing 
under this coaft for feveral miles before you come to Split Rock, the 
mountains, rude and barren, feem to hang over the paflenger and 
threaten deftru@tion.—A water, boundlefs to thé fight, lies before 


him ; man feels his own littlenefs, and infidelity itfelf pays an un- ” 
willing homage to the Creator. Inftantly and unexpectedly the , 


fcene changes, and peeping with greedy eye through the’ fiffure, 


nature prefents to the view a filver bafon, a verdant lawn, a humble 
cottage, a golden: harveft, a majeftic foreft, a lofty mountain, an_ 


azure -fky, rifing one above another “ in juft sali to the ama= 


zing whole.’’* 
In the beginning of the year 1792 a very extraordinary cavern, 
at a place called by the Indians, Sepaicot, on the eftate of the Mifs 


‘Rutfens, at Rhynbeck, in. Duchefs county, was difcovered. A or: 


lad, by chance, pafling near its entrance, which lay between two 
huge rocks on the declivity of a fteep hill, on. prying: into the 


gloomy recefs, faw the top of a ladder, by which he defcended about ~ 


ten feet, and found himielf in a fubterraneous apartment, more ca- 
pacious than he-chofe to inveftigate. He found, however, that it 


had been the abode of perfons, who probably during the war not 


daring to be feen openly, had taken fhelter there, as bits of cloth 
and pieces of leather were fcattered about its floor. He then left the 


place, -and little more was thought of it, until the month of October ~ 


following, when the writer of the following: account made one of 


a large party, who went from the feat of a gentleman in the neigh 
bouthood on’ purpofe to examine it. * We found its entrance — 


much fmaller than we expected, and with,fome difficulty gained the ~ 


ladder, by means of which the remaining defcent was made -tolerably 


eafy. Two young ladies were with us, who had heroifm, enough to 


make the trophimium tour with us. We had fix candles to {erutinize 
the receffes of the apaitment, where, perhaps, light, for upwards of 


five thoufand years before, had, never gleamed. We found the — 


‘cave divided by a narrow paflage into two divifions ;. the firft being 
about feventeen feet in length, and fo low, that a child of eight years 


% Mr. M.L. Woolfey, of Plattfburgh. To this ‘ingenious gentleman the public 


are indebted for much valuable information concerning Clinton county. 
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old could but juft walk upright in it; the breadth is abouteight or 
ten feet. The fecond, between twelve and fourteen feet in length, 
but much higher and broader than the firft. In this laft room we 
found that three bats had taken up their winter quarters, and huny 
fufpended from the roof, as if were, by the very tips of the wings. 
But what makes the cave peculiarly worthy of notice is the petrify- 
ing quality of the water, that by a gentle oozing, continually drops 
from every part of the ceiling, the whole of which exaétly refembles - 
a mil! gutter in a frofty morning, with a thonfand icicles impend- 
yng. Thefe concretions are formed by the water, and probably are 
conitantly increafing. They have.in almoft every refpe@ the appear- 
ance of icicles, and'may be broken off by the hand if not more than | 
two inches in-circumference. They appear of a confiftence much 
hike indurated lime, almoft tranfparent,’ and are all perforated quite 
through the whole length, with a hole of the fize of that ina tobacco” 
pipe, through which aperture the water unremittedly drops, although 
very flow. When a perfon is in the remoteft room, and the lights 
are removed into the firft, thofe pendant drops of water make an 
appearance more fplendid than can well be imagined. Some of thofe | 
) Stony icicles have at length reached the bottom of the cave, and now 
form pillars, fome of more than two feet in girth, of the appearance 
of marble, and almoft as hard. They put one in mind of Solomon’s - 
Jachin and.Boaz, imagination very eafily giving them Siaulsines and 
ehapiters, and even wreathen work. 
But what we moft admired, was the fkeleton of a large fnake, 
turned into folid ftone by the petrifying quality of the water before 
- mentioned. It was with fonie dithculty torn up with an axe from the | 
tock itlay upon, fome of which adhered to it, and is now in the pof- 
feflion of the relator. | 
We found the inmoft receffes of this cavern very warm, and expe- 
rienced the want of free air by a difficult refpiration, although the 
candles burnt very clear.”* 


RELIGION AND CHARACTER. 


The conftitution of this State provides “ for the free exercife 
and enjoyment of religious profeflion and worfhip, without difcri- 
mination or preference within the State, for all mankind. Pro- 
vided that the liberty of confcience hereby granted, fhall not be fo 


%* Maflachufetts Magazine for November, 1792, | 
s con- 
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sonftrued as to excufe acts of. licentioufnefs, or juftify pactices ite 
confiftent with the peace and fatety of the State.” 

The various religious denominations in this State ate the fol- 
lowing; Englifh Prefbyterians, Dutch reformed, Baptifts, Epif- 
copalians, Friends or Quakers, German Lutherans, Moravians, 
Methodifts, Roman Catholics, Jews, Shakers, and a few of the 
followers of Jemima Wilkinfon, The Shakers are principally 
fettled at New-Lebanon, andthe followers. of Jemima Wilkinfon at 
Geneva, about twelve miles fouth-weft of the Cayoga lake. For 
the peculiar fentiments of thefe various religious fects, fee the ge- 
neral account of the United States, under the article Religion. 

In April, 1784, the legiflature of this State pafled an act, enae 
bling all religious denominations to appoint trufiees, not lefs than 
three, or. more than nine, who fhall be a body corporate, for the 
purpofe of taking care of the temporalities of their refpective congres 
gations, and for the other purpoies therein mentioned. 

The spinifters of every denomination in the State are fupported 
by the voluntary contribution of the people, raiied generally by 
fubfcription, or by a tax upon the pews; except the Dutch churches 
in New-York, Skenectady, and Kingfton, which have, except the 


two laft, large eftates confirmed by charter. The Epitcopal church © 


- alfo in New-York poffeffes a very large eflate in and near the city. 
The effets of the Revolution have been as greatly and as happily 


felt by this, as by any of the United States.. The acceffion of inhabi- 
tants within a few years has been great, even beyond caiculation; and _ 


fo long as lands can be obtained upon advantageous terms, and with 
a good title, andthe general government continues to proteét indufs 
try and encourage commerce, fo long they will cantinue to increafes 
The new fettlements that are forming in the northern and weftera 
parts of the State, are principally by people from New-England. It 

is remarkable that the Dutch enterprife few or no fettlements.—= 
Among all the new townthips that have been fettled fince the peace 
(and they have been aftonifhingly numerous) it is not known that 
one has been fettled by the Dutch. Although they are as “+ intent 
upon gain” as other people, they had rather reft fecure of what they 
poffefs, than hazard all or even a part, in uncertain attempts to ins 
creafe its . 
The: Englith language is generally fpoken throughout the State, 
but is not a little corrupted by the Dutch diale&, which is ftill fpoken 
in fome counties, particularly in King’s, Ulfter, Albany, and that 
part 


a 


] 
iA 
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part of Orange which fies fouth of the mountains. But as Dutch 
ichools are almoff, if not wholly difcontinued, that language, in a 


_ few generations, will probably ceafe to be ufed at all; and the in- 


creafe of Englifh fchools has already had a perceptible effe& in the 
improvement of the Englifh language. | 

The manners of the people differ as well as their language. The 
anceltors of the inhabitants in the fouthern and middle parts of Long- 
Ifland were cither natives of England or the immediate defcendants 
of the firit fettlers of New-England, and *their manners and cuftoms 


are fimilar to thofe of their anceftors. The counties inhabited by 


the Dutch have adopted the Englifh manners in a great degree, but 
fill retain many modes, particularly in their religion, which are pe- 
culiar to the Hollanders. They are induftrious, neat, and economi- 


eal in the management of their farms and their families. Whatever 


bufinels they purfue, they generally follow the old track of their fore- 
fathers, and feldom invent any new improvements in agriculture, 
manufactures, or mechanics. They were the firft fettlers of this 


‘State, and were particularly friendly to the Enelith colony that fet- 
tied at Plymouth in New-England, in 1620; and continued to 


be amicably difpofed towards the Englith colonies eaft of them until 
the unhappy difpute arofe concerning the lands on Conneécticu triver. 

The revolution, and its confequences, have had a very perceptible 
influence in diffufing a {pirit of liberality among the Dutch, and in 


difpelling the clouds of ignorance and national prejudice. Schools, 


academies, and colleges, are eftablifhed and eftablifhing for the edu- 
cation of their children in the Englith and learned languages, and in 


: ° « . . . eee 
the arts and iciences, and a literary and fcientific fpirit is evidently 


increafiog. If fuch are the buddings of improvement in the dawn of 


_ the American empire, what a rich harveft may we expect in its me- 
' vidian! 


The city of New-York is inhabited principally by merchants, phy- 


ficians, lawyers, mechanics, fhopkeepers, and tradefmen compofed of 


almoft all nations and religions. They are generally refpectable in 
their feveral profeflions, and fuftain the reputation of honeft, punc- 


, tual, and fair dealers. 


‘The manners and character of the inhabitants of ev ery Colony or 
State will take. their colouring, in a greater or lefs degree, from the 
_ peculiar manners of the firft fettlers, It is much more natural for 
emigrants to a fettlement to adopt the cuftoms of the original inha- 
“bitants, than the contrary, even shougts the emigrants fhould 4a" 


length 


& 
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length of time become the moft numerous. Hence it is that the neats 
nefs, parfimony, and indufiry of the Dutch, were early imitated by 
the firft Englith fettlers in the province, and, until the revolution, 
formed a diftingufhing trait in their provincial character. It is ftill 


difcernible, though in a much lefs degree, and will probably continue 


wifible for many years to come. 

Befides the Dutch and Englifh already mentioned, there are in this 
State many emigrants from Scotland, Ireland, Germany, and fome 
few from France. Many Germans are fettled on the Mohawk, and 
fome Scots people on the Hudifon, in the county of Wafhington. 


‘The principal part of the two former fettled'in the city of New-York, 


and retain the manners, the religion, and fome of them the lan- 


guage of their refpe€tive countries. The French emigrants fettled — 


principally at New-Rochelle and on Staten ifland, and their deicend- 
ants, feveral of them, now fill fome of the higheft offices in the 
United States, } 


/ 


AGRICULTURE, MANUFACTURES, AND TRADE. 


New-York is confiderably behind her neighbours in New-England, 
New-Jerfey, and Pennfylvania, in point of improvements in agri- 
culture and manufactures. Among other reafons for this deficiency, 
that of want of enterprize in the inhabitants is not the leaft. Indeed 


their local advantages have been fuch as that they have grown rich 


without enterprife. Befides, lands have hitherto been cheap, and 
farms of courfe large, and it requires much lefs ingenuity to raife 
one thoufand bufhels of wheat upon fixty acres of land, than to raife 
the fame quantity upon thirty acres. So long, therefore, as the far 
mer in New-York can have fixty acres of land to raife one thoufand 
bufhels of wheat, he will never trouble himfelf to find out how he 
can raife the fame quantity upon half the land. It is population 
alone that {tamps a value upon lands, and lays a foundation for high 


improvements in agriculture. When a man is obliged to maintain a 
family on a {mall farm, his invention is exercifed to find out every. 


improvement that may render it more productive. This appears to 
be the great reafon why the lands on Delaware and Conneéticut rivers 
produce the farmer twice as much’ clear profit as lands in -equal 


quantity and of the fame quality upon the Hudfon. If the preced-' 
ing obfervation be juft, improvements will keep’ pace with population 
and the increafing value of lands. Another caufe which has hereto~: 
fore operated in preventing agricultural improvements, in: this State,’ 
rene : has 
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has been their government, which, in' the manner it was conduéted 
iintil the revolution, was extremely unfavourable to improvements of 
almoft every kind, and particularly in agriculture. The governors ° 
were many of them land jobbers, bent on making their fortunes, 
and being invefted with power to do this, they either engroffed for 
themfelves, or patented away to their particular favourites, a very 
breat proportion of the whole province. This, as has been before 
obferved, proved an effectual bar to population, and of courfe, ac- 
cording to our prefent hypothefis, has kept down the price of lands, 
and fo prevented improvements in agriculture. It ought to be ob- 
ferved, in this conneétion, that thefe over-grown eftates could be 
cultivated only by the hands of tenants, who, having no right in the 
foil, and no certain profpeét of continuing upon the farm which they 
held at the will of their landlord, had no motives to make thofe ex- 
penfive improvements, which, though not immediately productive, 
would prove very profitable in fome future period. The tenant, de- 
pendent on his landlord for his annual fupport, confines his views 
and improvements to the prefent year; while the independent free- 
holder, fecure of his eftate for himfelf and his fucceffors, carries 
his views into futurity, and early lays the foundation for growing 
improvement. But thefe obftacles have been removed, in a great 
meafure, by the revolution.. The genius of the government of this 
State, however, {till favours large monopolies of lands, which have 
for fome years back been granted without regard either to quantity 
or fettlement. The fine fertile country of the Mohawk, in Montgo- 
mery county, which was formerly poffeifed by Sir William Johnfon, 
and uther land jobbers, who were enemies to the country, has been 
forfeited to the State, and is now fplit up into freehold si ga and 
fettling with aftonifhing rapidity. 

The foregoing obfervations will in a great meafure account for the 
great neglect of manufactural improvements. Mr. Smith, in his 
hiftory of New-York, more than thirty years ago, obferved, “ It is 
much owing to the difproportion between the number of our inhabie 

tants, and the vaft tracts ftill remaining to be fettled, that we 
have not as yet entered upon fearcely any other manufactures than 
fuch as are indifpenfably neceffary for our home convenience.” This 
fame caufe has operated ever fince in the fame way, though not of late 
: in the fame degree. 

| Great improvements in agr iculture cannot be expetted, unlefs 
they are made by a few individuals who have a particular genius for 
Vou. I. x x that 
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that bufinefs, fo long as lands are plenty and cheap; and improye~ 
ments in manufaétures never precede, but invariably follow i improve- 
‘ments in agriculture. Thefe obfervations apply more particularly — 
to the country. ‘The city of New-York contains a great number of 
people, who are employed in various kinds of manufactures. Among 
many, other articles manufactured in this city, are wheel carriages. 
of all kinds, loaf fugar, bread, beer, fhoes and boots, faddlery, cabi- 
net eek, cutlery, hats, wool cards, clocks, watches, potters ware, 
umbrellas, all kinds of mathematical and mufical inftruments, fhips, 
and every. thing. neceflary for their equipment. Glafs works, and 
feveral iron, works have been eftablithed in different parts of the 
country, but they never till lately haye. been very productive, 
owing folely to the want of workmen, and the high price of labour, 
its neceflary confequence. The internal refources. and advantages 
for thefe manufactories, fuch as ore, wood, water, hearth flone, pro- 
per fi fituations for bloomeries, forges, and ali kinds of water w orks, 
are immenfe. There are feveral paper mils in the State, which are 
worked to advantage. The manufacture of maple fugar, within a 
few years paft, has become an object of great importance. As many 
as three hundred . cehefts of four hundred pounds each, were made in 
the thinly inhabited county of Otfego, in the yeat 1791; befides large 
quantities, fufficient for home confumption, in other newly-fettled 
parts of the State. a 
The fitvation of New-York, with refpect to foreign markets, has 
decidedly the preference to any. of the States. It has, at all feafons 
of the year, a fhort and eafy accefs to the ocean. We have already 
mentioned that “it commands the trade of a great proportion of the 
deft fettled and beft cultivated parts of the United States. New-York 
has not been unmindful of her fuperior local. advantages, but has 
availed herfelf of them to their full extent. 

Their exports to the Weft-Indies are, bifcuit, peas, Indian corn, 
apples, onions, boards, ftaves, horfes, fheep, butter, cheefe, pickled 
oyfters, beef and pork. But wheat is the ftaple commodity of the 
State, of which no lefs than fix hundred and feventy-feven thousand 
feven hundred bufhels were exported in the year 1775, befides two 
thoufand five hunded and fifty-five tons of bread, and two thoufand 
eight hundred and twenty-eight tons of flour. In{pectors of flours 
are appointed to prevent impofitions, and fee that none is exported: 
but that which is deemed by them merchantable. Weft-India goods 


ate received in retusn for thefe articles. Befides the above meme 
tioned. 
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tioned articles, are exported flax-feed, cotton wool, farfaparilla, cof- 
fee, indigo, rice, pig iron, bar iron, pot afh, pearl afh, furs, deer 
kins, log-wood, fuftic, mahogany, bees-wax, oil, Madeira wine, 
gum, tar, pitch, turpentine, whale fins, fith, fugars, molaffes, falt, 
tobacco, lard, &c. but moft of thefe articles are imported for re-eX- 
portation. The trade of this State has greatly increafed fince the 
revolution, and the balance is almoft conftantly in its favour. The 
exports to foreign parts, for the year ending September goth, 1791, 
confifting principally of the articles above enumerated, amounted to 
two million five hundred and fixteen thoufand one hundred and 
ninety-feven dollars. This State owned in 1792 forty-fix thoufand 
fix hundred and twenty-fix tons of fhipping, befides which, fhe found 
employment for about forty thoufand tons of foreign veffels.* 

There are two or three incorporated Banks in the city of New- 
York, befides a branch of the national bank, and one has.lately been 
eftablifhed in the city of Albany. 


SO TET TES. 


There are very few focieties for improvement in knowledge or 
humanity in this State; and thefe few are in the city of New-York. 
The firft is, “© The fociety for promoting ufeful knowledge.”” This 
fociety is upon an eftablifhment fimilar to other philofophical foci- 
eties in Europe and America, but it is not incorporated. ‘The mem- 
bers meet once a month. Secondly, ‘ The fociety for the manu- 
miffion of flaves and protecting fuch of them as have been or may be 
liberated.” This fociety meets once a quarter. Both thefe focieties 
confift of gentlemen of the firft charaéter in the city, and of fome in 
other parts of the State. Befides thefe there isa marine fociety, a 

fociety for the relief of poor debtors confined in gaol, a manufac- 
turing fociety, an agricultural fociety lately eftablithed, of which 
the members of the legiflature are ex offciis members, and a medical 


/ 


fociety.. 
On the 22d of May, 1794, a fociety was inflituted at New-York, 
for the purpofe of “ affording information and affiftance to perfons 
emigrating from foreign countries.” he following refolutions and 
‘conftitution will fully explain the laudable objects of this Society. 
ia *% The great mea of American erect ee mutt have made a very confiderable 
addition to the shipping of this city fincethe above period. | | ‘ 
ae | eK 2 At 
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6“ Ata rofpectadle meeting, held in the city of New-York, for the purpofe 
of confidering on the propriety of eftablifbing a fociety for the informa~ 
tion and afifiance of perfons emizrating from foreign countries, 


« Tt was unanimoufly refolved, that from the great increafe of emi- 
gration from Europe tonthe United States, it is highly expedient to 
form fuch an inftitution. 

“ In conformity to the above refolution, a fociety was inftituted 
on the 22d of May, 1794. The following is the plan of their con- 
ftitution, | 

“© Wuereas, from the oppreflions of many of the governments of | 
Europe, and the public calamities likely to enfue, perfons of various 
defcriptions are emigrating to the United States of America for pro- 
tection and fafety: And 

s¢ Whereas emigrants, upon their firft arrival in thefe States, fre- 
quently fuftain inconveniencies in confequence of their being unac- 
quainted with the manners and cuftoms of the country, and the 
moft eligible mode of -eftablifhing themfelves in their feveral pro 
‘feffions : < 

“ We, the fubfcribers, agree to form ourfelves into a fociety, for 
the purpofe of affording information and encouragement to perfons of 
the above defcription: And for the better effecting thefe objects, 
adopt the following 


CONSTITUTION? 


«© This fociety fhall be known and diftinguifhed by the name and 
defcription of ‘“* The New-York fociety for the information and 
affiftance of perfons emigrating from foreign countries.” 

*¢ 2, The fociety thal] meet regularly the frft Thurfday in every 
month, or oftener if neceflary, at {uch time and place as they may 
appoint, 

s¢ 3. No perfon fhall be admitted into this fociety but upon the re- 
cammendation of two Members, and with the confent of a majority, 
to be taken by ballot at the meeting of the fociety immediately fucs 
ceeding that at which fuch perfon fhall have been propofed. 

* 4. The officers of this fociety fhall confift of a prefident, vice- 
prefident, treafurer, fecretary, anda committee of conference and cor- 
refpondence, to be elected by ballot every fix months. 

* ¢. The committee of conference and correfpondence fhall confitt 
af feyen members, of whom the fecretary for the time being fhall be 

4 one 5 


OF NEW-YORK. 341 


one; they fhall correfpond with individuals and public bodies for 
promoting the objects of this inftitution; and upon the arrival of emi- 
grants, fhall afford them fuch information and affiftance as their re- 
fpective circumftances may require, and the funds of the fociety 
enable them to grant. 

“6. This conftitution fhall not be altered, except fuch alteration 
be propofed at one meeting, and agreed to at the fucceeding megting 
by three-fourths of the members prefent.” 

Wm. SinG, Prefident, 
L. Waytanp, Secretary, 


é 


il Dea A CR 


Until the year 1754, there was no college in the province of New- 
York. The ftate of literature, at that time, I fhall give in the words 
of their hiftorian:* ‘* Our {chools.are in the loweft order ; the in- 
ftructors want inftruction, and through a long and fhameful negle& 
of all the arts and fciences, our common {peech is extremely corrupt, 
and the evidences of a bad tafte, both as to thought and language, 
_ are vifible in all our proceedings, public and private.” This may 
have been a juft reprefentation at the time when it was written; but 
much attention has fince been paid to education. There are eight 
incorporated academies in different parts of the State; but many 
parts of the country are yet either unfurnifhed with {fchools, or the 
{chools which they have are kept by low, ignorant men, which are 
worfe than none; for children had better remain in ignorance than 
be badly taught. We are happy to add, that the legiflature have Jately. 
patronized collegiate and academic education, by granting a large 
gratuity to the college and academies in this State, which, in addition 
to their former funds, renders their endowments is mili and ade- 
quate to their expenditures. 

King’s college, in the city of New-York, was principally founded 
by the voluntary contributions of the inhabitants of the province, 
afifted by the General Affembly, and the corporation of Trinity 
‘Church ; in the year 1754, a royal charter (and grant of money) 
being then obtained, incorporating a number of gentlemen thereia 
mentioned, by the name of ‘* ‘The Governors of the College of the 
Province of New-York, in the City of New-York, in America ;” 
and granting to them and their fucceffors for ever, amongft 
various other rights and privileges, the power of conferring 


all 
& Smith's Hiftory of New-York, 
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all fuch degrees’ as’ ate iwi conferred by either of the Engliffz 
univerfities. 

- By the charter it was provided’ that the pref dent fhall always be a 
member of the church of England; and-that a form of prayer collected 
from the liturgy of that church, with a particular prayer for the col- 
lege, fhall be daily ufed, morning and evening, in the college 
chapel; at the’ fame’ time, no teft of their religious perfuafion was 
required from any of the fellows, profeffors, or tuters ; and the 
advantages of' education-were equally extended to ftudents of all de- 
nominations. ” 

The building, which is only one third of the intended ftrudture, 
confifts of an elegant ftone edifice, three complete ftories high, 
with: four ftair cafes, twelve apartments in each, a chapel, hall, 
library, mufeum, anatomical theatre, and fchool for experimental 
philofophy. 

The'college is fituated cn adry gravelly foil, about one hundred 
and fifty’ yards from the bank’ of Hudfon’s river, which it overlooks ; 
commanding a moft extenfive and beautiful profpedt. 

Since the revolution, the legiflature paffed an aé conftituting 
twenty-one gentlemen, of whom the governor and lieutenant-go- 
vernor for the time being are members ex offciis, a body corporate’ 
and*politic, by the name’of “ The regents of the univerfity of the: 
State of New-York.” They are entrufted with the care of literature 
in ‘general’ in the State, and have power to grant charters of incorpo- 
ration for'erecting colleges'and academies throughout the State, they’ 
are’ to vifit thefe inftitutions as often as they fhall think proper, and 
report their ftate: to the'legiflature once a year. 

- King’s ‘colleee, which we have already defcribed, is now called . 
CorvmBia Cotrece. This college, by an act of the legifiature 
paffed in the fpring of 1787, was put under the care of twenty-four 
gentlemen, who aré a body corporate, by the name and ftyle of 
"The Truftees’of' Columbia College in the city of New-York.” 
This body poffefs all the powers vetted in the governors of King’s 
college before the revolution, or in the regents of the univerfity 
fince the revolution, fo far as their power refpected this inftitution. 
No regent can-be a truftee of ‘any particular college or academy in the 
State. The ‘regents of the’ univerfity have power to confer the 
higher degrees, and them only. 

The college edifice has received no additions fince the peace. The 


funds, exclufive of the liberal grai.t of the legiflature, amount to be- 
tween 
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tween twelve and thirteen thoufand pounds currency, :the income of 
which is fufficient for prefent exigencies. | 
This. college is now ina thriving ftate, .and has about one hundred 
ftudents in the four claffes, befides medical ftudents. ‘The officers of 
inftruction and. immediate government are a prefident,: profeffor of 
mathematics and natural philofophy,. a profeffor of logic and geogra- 
phy, anda profeffor of languages. A complete medical fchool ‘has 
been lately annexed to the college, and able profeflors appointed by 
the truftees in every branch of that important fcience, who regularly 
teach their refpective branches. with reputations. Lhe number. of 
medical ftudents is about filty,. but they are increafing... The library 
and mufeum were deftroyed during the war. The philofophicat 
apparatus is new and complete. | fort dea 
Of the eight incorporated academies, one is at Flatbuth, in King’s 
county, on Long-Iiland, four miles from Brooklyn-ferry. It is 
fituated in a pleafant, healthy village. The building is large, 
handfome, and convenient, and is called Erafmus Hall. The aca- 
demy. is flourifhing under the care of a principal-and other fubordi- 
nate inftructors, i 
There is another at Eaft Hampton, on the eaft end of Long- 
Hand, by the name of Crinron Acapemy. ‘The others are in 
different parts of the State. Befides thefe there are {chools eftablithed 
and maintained by the voluntary contributions of the parents. A 
Spirit , for. literary improvement is evidently diffufing its influence 
throughout the State. . 


CONSTITUTION,’ 


Conftitution ef the State of New-York, eftablifbed by the Convention, 
authorifed and empowered for that Purpofe, April 20, Tyg Senne 


I, This Convention, in the name and by the authority of the 
good people of this State, doth ordain, determine, and declare, that 
no authority fhall, on any pretence whatever, be exercifed over the 
people or members of this State, but fuch as fliall be derived from and 
granted by them. : + 

If. “Phis Convention doth further, in the name and by the autho- 

| rity of the good people of this State, ordain, determine, and declare, 
that the fupreme legiflative power, within this State, fhall be velted 
mm two feparate and diftinét bedies of men; the one to be. called, | 


~ 


_ ) 


‘ 
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Tue AsseMBLY oF THE STATE oF New-York; thé other to be 
called, Tue SENATE oF THE State of New-York; who, together, 
fhall form the legiflature, and meet once at leaft in every year for 
the difpatch of bufinefs. 

{1I. And whereas laws inconfiftent with the {pirit of this Conftitu- 
tion, or with the public good, may be haftily and unadvifedly paffed, 
be it ordained, that the governor for the time being, the chancellor, 
and the judges of the Supreme Court, or any two of them, together 
with the governor, fhall be, and hereby are conftituted a council 
to revife all bills about to be paffed into laws by the legiflature ; 
and for that. purpofe fhall affemble themfelves, from time to 
time, when the legiflature fhall be convened ; for which, neverthe- 
lefs, they fhall not receive any falary or confideration, under any pre- 
tence whatever. And that all bills which have paffed in the Senate 
and Affembly, fhall, before they become laws, be prefented to the 
faid council for their revifal.and confideration ; and if upom fuch re- 
vifal and confideration, it fhould appear improper to the faid council, 
ora majority of them, that the faid bill fhould become a law of this _ 
State, that they return the fame, together with their objections 
thereto in writing, to the Senate or Houfe of Affembly, in which 
foever the fame fhall have originated, who fhall enter the objections 
fent down by the council at large in their minutes, and proceed 
to re-confider the faid bill.. But if after fuch re-confideration, two- 
thirds of the faid Senate or Houfe of Aflembly fhall, notwithftanding 
the faid objections, agree to pafs the fame, it fhall, together withthe 
objections, be fent to the other branch of the legiflature, where it 
fhall alfo be re-confidered, and if approved by two-thirds of the mem- 
bers prefent, fhall be a law. 

And in order to prevent any unneceffary delays, be it farther or- 
dained, that if any bill fhall not be returned by the council within 
ten days after it fhall have been prefented, the fame fhall be a law, 
unlefs the legiffature fhall, by their adjournment, render a return of 
the faid bill within ten days impracticable ; in which cafe the bill thalf 
be returned on the firft day of the meeting of the SENS after 
the expiration of the faid ten days. 

IV. That the Affembly fhall confift of at leaft ein members, 
to be annually chofen in the feveral counties, in the proportions fole 
lowing, viz. 

The city and county of New-York, xize, 
The city and county of Albany, ten. | 
; The 
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‘Lhe county of Duchels, fever. 
The county of Weft Chefter, /fx. : 
‘The county of Ulfter, fx. 
The county of Suffolk, fwe. | 
‘The county of Queen’s, four. 
The county of Orange, four. 
The county of King’s, two. 
The county of Richmond, swe. 
The county of Tryon, fix. 
The county of Charlotte, four. 
The county of Cumberland, zhree. 
| The county of Gloucefter, tao. 
V. That as foon after the expiration of feven years fubfequent to the 
termination of the prefent war as maybe, a cenfus of the electors 
and inhabitants in this State be taken, under the direction of: the le- 
giflature. And if onfuch cenfus it fhall appear that the number of re . 
_prelentatives in Affembly from the faid counties, is not juftly propor- 
tioned to the number of electors in the faid counties re{pectively, 
that the legiflature do adjuft and apportion the fame by that rule. And 
farther, that once in every feven years after the taking of the faid 
firft cenfus, a juft account of the electors refident in each county 
fhall be taken; and if it fhall thereupon appear that the number’ of 
electors in any county fhall have increafed or diminifhed one or more 
feventieth parts of the whole number of electors which on the faid 
Airft cenfus fhall be found in this State, the number of reprefen~ 
atives for fuch county: fall be increafed or diminifhed accor- 
dingly, that is to fay, one reprefentative for every feventieth part as 
aforefaid. 

VI.. And whereas an opinion hath long prevailed among divers of 
the good people of this State, that voting at elections by ballot 
would tend more to preferve the liberty and equal freedom of the 
people than voting vivd voce: to the end, therefore, that a fair exe 
periment be made, which of thofe two methods of voting is to be 

, preferred, 

Be it ordained, that as foon as may be after the termination of the 
| prefent war. between the United States of America and Great Britain, 
anact or acts be paffed by the legiflature of this State, for caufing all 
elections thereafter to be held in this State, for fenators and repre- 
fentatives'in Affembly, to be by ballot, and dire¢ting the manner in 
which the fame fhall be conduéted. And whereas itis poilible, that 

Vou. II, Yy : | after 
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after all the care of the legiflature in framing the faid act or acts, cere 


tain inconveniencies and mifchiefs, unforefeen at this day, may be 


found to attend the faid mode of electing by ballot, 
It is farther ordained, that if after a full and fair experiment fhall be 
made of voting by ballot aforefaid, the fame fhall be found lefs con- 
ducive to the fafety or intereft of the State than the method of voting 
vivd voce, it fhail be lawful and conftitutional for the legiflature to 
abolifh the fame; provided two-thirds of the members prefent in each 
houfe refpectively fhall concur therein: and farther, that during 
the continuance of the prefent war, and until the legiflature of 
this State fhall provide for the election of fenators and reprefen- 


tatives in Affembly by ballot, the faid eleétions fhall be made vind 


VOCE. 


VI. That every male inhabitant of full age, who fhall.have per- - 


fonally refided within one of the counties of this State, for fix months 


immediately preceding the day of eleétion, fhall, at fuchelection, be 


entitled to vote for reprefentatives of the faid county in Affembly, if, 


during the time aforefaid, he fhall have been a freeholder poffefling-a 


‘freehold of the value of twenty pounds, within the faid county, or — 


‘have rented a tenement therein of the yearly value of forty fhillings, 
and been rated and aétually paid taxes to this State: provided 
always, that every perfon who now is a freeman of the city of Al- 
bany, or who was made a freeman of the city of New-York, on or 


“before the fourteenth day of Oétober, in the year of our Lord one. 


‘thowfand feven hundred and feventy-five, and fhall be actuallyand 
ufually refident in the faid cities refpeétively, fhall be entitled ta 


i 


vote for repr oe in Affensbly within his faid place of refis | 


dence, 


required by the returning officer, or either of the infpectors, take an 


Vill. That every cledlor, before he is admitted to vote, fhall, f | 


oath, or, if of the people called Quakers, an affirmation of allegiance — 


to the State. 


IX. That the Affembly thus-conftituted fhall choofe their own J 
fpeaker, be judges of their own members, and enjoy the fame privi- ~ 


leges, anu proceed in doing bufinefs in like manner as the Affemblies © 
of the colony of New-York of right formerly did ; and that a majority 


of the faid members fhall, from time to time, conftitute a houfe ta 


proceed upon bufinefs. 


X. And this Convention doth farther, in the name and by the au- - 
thority of the geod people of this State, ordain, determine, and de= » 


I clare, 


) 
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-€lare, that the fenate of the State of New-York fhall confift of 
twenty-four frecholders, to be chofen out of the body of the free- 
holders, and that they be chofen by the freeholders of this State pof- 
feffed of freeholds of the value of one hundred pounds over and 
above all debts charged thereon. 

XI. ‘That the members of the fenate be eleéted for four years, 
and immediately after the firft election, they be divided by lot into 
four claffes, fix in each clafs, and numbered one, two, three and 
four; that the feats of the members of the firft clafs fha!l be vacated 
at the expiration of the firit year, \the fecond clafs the fecond year, 
and fo on continually; to the end that the fourth part of the fenate, 
as nearly as poflible, may be annually chofen. 

XII. That the election of fenators fhall be after this manner : that 
fo much_ of this State as is now parcelled into counties, be divided 
into four great diftricts; the fouthern diftri€t to comprehend the city and 
county of New-York, Suffolk, Weft-Chefter, King’s, Queen’s, and 
Richmond counties ; the middle diftri& to comprehend the counties 
of Duchefs, Ulfter and Orange; the weftern diftriG, the city and 
county of Albany, and Tryon county; and the eaftern diftrict, the 
counties of Charlotte, Cumberland, and Gloucefter. That the fe- 
nators fhall be elected by the freeholders‘of the faid diftri@s, quali- 
fied as aforefaid, in the proportions following, to wit, in the fouthern 
diftri& nine, in the middle diftri€t fix, in the weftern diftrict fix, 
and in the eaftern diftrict three. And be it ordained, that a cenfus 
fall be taken as foon as may be after the expiration of feven years 
from the termination of the prefent war, under the direction of the 
legiflature: and if on fuch cenfus it fhall appear, that the nugber 
of fenators is not juftly proportioned to the feveral diftridts, that 
the legiflature adjuft the proportion as near as may be to the num- 
ber of freeholders, qualified as aforefaid in each diftrict. “Phat when 
the number of eleétors within any of the faid diftridts fhall have 
increafed one twenty-fourth part of the whole number of electors, 
which, by the faid cenfus, fhall be found to be in this State, an ad- 
ditional fenator fhall be chofen. by the electors of fuch diftriad. That 
a majority of the number of fenators to be cholen as aforefaid fhall 
be neceflary to conftitute a fenate fufticient to proceed upon bufinefs, 
and that the fenate fhall, in like manner with the Aflembly, be the 
"judges of itsown members. And be it ordained, that it fhall be in the 
power of the future legiflatures of this State, for the convenience 
‘and advantage of the good people thereof, to divide the fame into 

Ss fuch 
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fuch farther and other counties and diftriéts, as fhall to them appear 
neceflary, 

XUI. And this convention doth farther, in the name and by the 
authority of the good people of this State, ordain, determine, and 

‘declare, that no member of this State flvall be disfranchifed, or de- 
prived of any of the rights or privileges fecured to the fubjetts of 
this State by this conftitution, unlefs by the law of the Jand, or the 
judgement of his peers. 

XIV. That neither the Affembly nor the fenate fhall have power 
to adjourn themfelves for any longer time than two days, without | 
the mutual confent of both. 

XV. That whenever the Affembly and fenate difagree,.a conference 
fhall be held in the prefence of both, and be’managed by commit- 
tees to be by them refpectively chofen by ballot. That the doors both 
of the fenate and Affembly {hall at all times be kept open to all per- 
fons, except when the welfare of the State fhall require their de- 
bates to be kept fecret. And the journals of all their proc ceedings 
fall be kept in the manner heretofore accuftomed by the General 
Affembly of the colony of New-York, and except fuch parts as they 
fhall, as aforefaid, refpectively determine not to make public, be 
from day to day (if the bufinefs of the legiflature will permit) pub- 
lithed. . 

XVI. It is neverthelefs provided, that the number of fenators 
fhall never exceed one hundred, nor the number of Affembly three 
hundred; but that whenever the number of fenators fhall amount to 
one hundred, or of the Affembly to three hundred, then, and, in 
fuch cafe, the legiflature fhall from time to time thereafter, by laws 

for that purpofe, apportion and diftribute the faid one hundred fe- 
‘nators, and three hundred reprefentatives, among the great diftricts 
and counties of this State, in proportion to the number of their re- 
fpective electors; fo that the reprefentation of the good people of 
this State, both in the Senate and Affembly, fhall for ever remain 

proportionate and adequate. 

XVI. And this convention doth farther, in the name and by the 

authority of the good people of this State, ordain, determine and — 
declare, that the fupreme executive power and authority of this St ate 
fhall be vetted in a governor ; and that ftatedly, once in every three 

years, and as often as the feat of government fhall become vacant, a _ 

wife and difcreet freeholder of this State fhall be by ballot elected 

governor by the frecholders of this State, qualified as before deicribed 
t@ 
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fo elect fenators ; which elections fhall be always held at the times 


-and places of chufing reprefentatives in Affembly for each refpective 


county; and that the perfon who hath the greateft number of votes 
within the faid State fhall be governor thereof. 

XVI. That the governor fhall continue in office three yéarsy 
and fhall, by virtue of his office, be general and commander in chief 
of all the militia, and admiral of the navy of this State; that he fhall 
have power to convene the Affembly and fenate on extraordinary 
occafions, to prorogue them from time to time, provided fuch proro- 
gations fhall not exceed fixty days in the {pace of any one year; and 
at his difcretion to grant reprieves and pardons to perfons conviéted of 
crimes, other than treafon or murder, in which he may fufpend the 
execution of the fentence, until it fhall be reported to the legiflature 
at their fubfequent meeting; and they fhall either pardon or. direct 
the execution of the criminal, or grant a farther reprieve. 

XIX. That it fall be the duty of the governor to inform the le- 
giflature, at every feflions, of the condition of the State, fo far as may 


_refpect his department; to recommend fuch matters to their con 


pres 


fideration as fhall appear to him to concern its good gevernment, 


welfare and prefperity ; to correfpond with the Continental Congrefs 


and other States, to tranfact all neceVary bufinefs with the officers 
of government, civil and military ; and to take care that the laws are 
faithfully executed to the beft of his ability ;-and to expedite all fuck 
meafures as may be refolved upon by the legifiature. 7 ‘ie 
XX. That a heutenant-governer fhall, at every eleCtion of a go- 


vernor, and as often as the heutenant-governor fhall die, reign, of 


be removed from office, be elected in the fame manner with the go- 
vernor, to continue in office until the next election of a governor ;_ 
and fuch lieutenant-governor fhall, by virtue of his office, be prefi- 
dent of the fenate, and, tpon an equal divifion, have a cafting voice 
in their decifions, but not vote en any other occafion. 

And in cafe of the impeachment of the governor, or his removat 


’ from office, death, refignatien, or abfence,from. the State, the lieu+ 


tenant-governor fhall exercife all the power and authority appertain- 
ing to the office of governor, until anotk her be chofen, or the gover 
nor-abfent or impeached, fhall return or be acquitted. Provided, 
that’ where the governor fhall, with the confent of the legiflature, 

be out of the State, in time of war, at the head of a military force 


‘thereof, he fhall ftill continue in his command of all the military - 


force of the State, both by fea and land. 
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XXI. That whenever the government fhall be adminiftered by 
the lieutenant-governor, or he fhall be unable to attend as prefident 
of the fenate, the fenators fhall have power to elect.one of their own 
members to the office of prefident of the fenate, which he fhall exercife 
pro hac vice. And if, during fuch vacancy of the office of governor, 
the lieutenant-governor fhall be impeached, difplaced, refign, die, 
or be abient from the State, the prefident of the fenate fhall in like 
manner as the lieutenant-governor, adminifter the government, until 
others fhall'be elected by the fuffrage of the people at the {ucceeding 
election. 

XXII. And this Convention doth farther, in the name and by the 
authority of the good people of this State, ordain, determine and 
declare, that the treafurer of this State fhall be appointed by aét of 
the legiflature, to originate with the Affembly ; provided, that he 
fhall not be eleéted out of either branch of the legiflature. 

XXIH. That all officers, other than thofe who by this conftitution 
are directed to be otherwife appointed, fhall be appointed in the 
manner foilowing, to wit, the Affembly fhall once in every year 
openly nominate and appoint one of the fenators from each great dif 
trict, which fenators fhal! form a council for the appointment of the 
faid officers, of which the governor for the time being, or the lieutenant- 
governor, or the prefident of the fenate, when they fhall refpectively 
adminifter the government, fhall be prefident, and have a cafting 
voice, but no other vote ; and with the advice and confent of the faid 
council fhall appoint all the faid officers; and that a majority of the 
faid council be a quorum. And farther, the faid fenators fhall not 
_ be eligible to the faid council for two years fucceifively. 

XXIV. That all’ military othcers be appointed during pleafure ; 
that all commiffioned officers, civil and military, be commiffioned 
by the governor; and that the chancellor, the judges of the fupreme | 
court, and firft judge of the county court in every county, hold their 
offices during good behaviour, or until they fhall have refpeétively 
attained the age of fixty years. 

XXV. That the chancellor and judges of the fupreme:court fhall 
not at the fame time hold any other office, excepting that of delegate 
to the General Congreis upon fpecial occafions; and that the fir 
judges of the county courts in the feveral counties fhall not at the 
fame time hold any other office, excepting that of fenator or delegate 


to the General Congrefs. But if the chancellor, or either of the fard 
judges, 
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judges, be ele&ted or appointed to any other office, excepting as is 
before excepted, it fhall be at his option in which to ferve. 

XXVI. That fheriffs and coroners be annually appointed; and 
that no perfon fhall be capable of holding either of the faid offices 
more than four years fucceffively, nor the fheriff of See od 
' other office at the fame time. 

XXVII> And be it furthet ordained, that the regifter and clerks in 
chancery be appointed by the chancellor ; the clerks of the fu preme 
court by the judges of the faid court; the clerk of the court of 
probates by the judge of the faid court ; and the regifter and marfhal 
of the court of admiralty by the judge of the admiralty ; the faid 
marfhal, regNters and clerks, to continue in office during the pleafure 
of thofe by whom they are to be appointed as aforefaid. 

And that all attornies, folicitors and counfellors at law, hereafter 
to be appointed, be appointed by the court, and licenfed by the firit 
judge of the court in which they fhail refpectively plead or practife ; 
and be regulated by the rules and orders of the faid courts, 

XXVIII. And be it farther ordained, that where by this Conven- 
tion the duration of any office fhall not be afcertained, fuch office 
fhall be conftrued to be held during the pleafure of the council of 
appointment: provided, that new commiffions fhall be iffued to 
judges of the county courts (other than to the firft judge) and to 
juftices of the peace, once at the leat in every three years. 

XIX, Phat town-clerks, fupervifors, affeflors, conftables and 
collectors, and all other officers heretofore eligible by the people, 
fhall always continue to be fo eligible, in the manner directed by the 
prefent or future acts of legiflature. 

That lean officers, county treafurers, and clerks of the fupervi- 
fors, continue to be appointed in the manner directed by the prefent 
or future acts of the legiflature. | 

XXX. That delegates to reprefent this State in the General Con- 
grefs of the United States of America be annually appointed as fol- 
lows, to wit, the Senate and Affembly fhali each openly nominate 
as many perfons as fhall be equal to the whole number of delegates 
to be appointed; after which nomination they fhall meet together, 
and thoie perfons named in both lifts fhall be delegates; and out of 
thofe perfons whofe names are not in both lifts, one half thall be 
chofen by the joint ballot of the {enators and members of Affembly 
fo met together as aforefaid, ae 

| XXXL. That 
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XXXI. That the ftyle of all laws fhall be as follows, to wit, * Be 
it enacted by the people of the State of New-York, reprefented in 
Senate and Affembly,’?. And that all writs and other proceedings 
fha\l. run in the name of ‘ the People of the State 6f New-York,” 
and be attefted in the name of the chancellor or chief judge of the 
court from whence they fhall iffue. 

XXXII. And this Convention doth farther, i 10 he name and by 
the authority of the good people of this State, ordain, determine 
‘and declare, that a court fhall be inftituted for the trial of impeach- 
ments, and the correction of errors, under the regulations which {hall 
be eftablifhed by the legiflature; and to confift of the prefident of 
the fenate for the time being, and the fenators, chancellor and judges 
of the fupreme court, or the major part of them; except, that 
when an impeachment fhall be profecuted againft the chancellor, or 
either of the judges of the fupreme court, the perfon fo impeached 
fhall be fufpended from exercifing his office until his acquittal: and 
in like manner, when an appeal from a decree in equity fhall be 
heard, the chancellor hall. inform the court of the reafons of his 


decree, but fhall not. have a voice in the final fentence. And if the - 


caufe to be determined fhall be brought up by writ of error ona 
queftion of law, ona judgment in the {upreme court, the judges of 
that court fall aflign the reafons of fuch their judgment, but fhall 
not have a voice for its affirmance or reverfal. / . 

- XXXII. That the power of impeaching all officers of the State, 


for mal and corrupt conduét in their refpective offices, be vefted in | 


the reprefentatives of the people in Affembly; but that it hall always 
eneceffary that two-third parts of the members prefent fhall confent 


i and agree in fuch impeachment. Phat previous to the trial of every . : 


impeachment, the members of’ the faid court fhall refpectively be 
fworn, truly and impartially to try and determine the charge in quef- 
tion according to.evidence ; and that no judgment of the faid court 
fhall be valid, unlcfs it be affented to by two-third parts of the mem- 
bers then prefent; nor fhall it extend farther than to removal from 
efiice, and difqualification to hold and enjoy any place of honour, 
truft or profit, under this State. But the party fo convicted fhall be, 
neverthelefs, liable and fubje& to indiétment, trial, judgment and 
puntihment, according to the laws of the land, 


XXKIV. And it is farther ordained, that in every trial on ime. 


peachment or indi&tment for crimes or mifdemeanors, the party im- 
peached or inditted fhall be allowed counsel as in civil actions. 


‘XXXY. And 


Grew owe (fe 
* SRKV. Ald that this Convention doth farther, in the name and 
“a the authority of the good people of this State, ordain, determine 
and declare, that fuch parts of the common law of England, and of 
the flatute law of England and’Great-Britain, and of the aéts of the 
legiflature of the colony of New-York, as together did form the 
Jaw of the faid colony on the’19th day of April, in the year of our 
Lord one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-five, fhall be and cons 
tinue the law of this State ; fitbject to fuch alterations and provifions 
as the legiflature of this State fhall from time to time make concern- 
ing the fame. That fuch of the faid a€&s as are temporary fhall 
expire at the times limited for their duration re{pectively. That all 
fuch parts of the faid common law, and all fuch of the faid ftatutes 
and acts aforefaid, or parts thereof, as may be conftrued to eftablifh 
or maintaih any particular denomination of Chriftians or their mi- 
nifters, or concern the allegiance heretofore yielded £05 and the fu- 
premacy, fovereignty, government or pees aN: claimed or eX 
ercifed by the King of Great-Britain and his pr edeceffors over, the, cos 
lony of New-York and its inhabitants, or are repugnant to , this’ cons 
ftitution, be, and they hereby are, abrogated and rejeéted: And 
this Convention doth farther ordain, that the refolves or refolutions 
of the congreffes of the colony of New-York and of the Convention 
of the State of New-York now ih force, and not repugnant to the 
government’ eftablifhed by this Saat fhall be confidered as 
making part of the laws of this State; fubjeG, neverthelefs, to fach 
‘dlterations and provifions as the eaitratlie of this State may, from 
time to'time, make concerning the fame. biti 
XXXVI. And be it farther ordained, that all grants of lands within 
this State, made by the King of Great-Britain, 6r perfons adting 
lihder his authority, after the fourteenth day of @étober, oné tho ule 
fand feven hendred and feventy -five, thall be null and void; ‘but 
that nothing in this conftitution contained fhall be conftrued to afinck 
any grants of land, within this State, made by the authority of the 
faid king or his predeceffors, or to annul any charters to bodies poli- 
tic, by him or them, or any of them, made prior to that' day. And 
that none of the faid charters fhall be adjudged to be void, by rede 
fon of any non-ufer or mif-wfer of any of their refpective ri ights or 
spriviteges, between the nineteenth day of April, in the year of our 
Lord: one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-five, and the publica. 
‘tion of. this conftitution. And farther, that all fuch of the officers 
defcribed in the faid charters re{petively, as by the terins of the’, 
Pron... “Zz | faid 
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laid charters were to be appointed by the governor of the colony of 
New-York, with or without the advice and confent of the council of - 
the faid king in the faid colony, fhall henceforth be appointed by the 
council eftablifhed by this conftitution for the appointment of officers 
‘gn this Stare, until otherwife directed by the legiflature. 
- XXXVIL And whereas it is of great importance to the fafety of 
this State, that peace and amity with the Indians within the fame be 
at all times fupported and maintained ; and whereas the frauds too 
often practifed towards the faid Indians, in contraéts made for their 
lands, have in divers inftances been productive of dangerous dif 
contents and animofities, be it ordained, that no purchafes or con- 
tracts for the fale of lands, made fince the fourteenth day of October, 
in the year of our Loyd one thoufand feven hundred and feventy- 
five, or which may hereafter be made with or of the faid Indians 
within the limits of this State, fhall be binding on the faid Indians, 
or deemed valid, unleis made under the authority and with the con- 
fent of the legiflature of this State. 

~XXXVIU. And whereas we are required by the benevolent princi- 
ples of rational liberty, not only to expel civil tyranny, but alfo to 
guard againft that fpiritual oppreflion and intolerance wherewith the 
bigotry and ambition of weak and wicked priefts and princes have 
fcourged mankind; this Convention doth farther, in the name and 
by the authority of the good people of this State, ordain, determine, 
and declare, that the free exercife and enjoyment of religious pro- 
feffion and worfhip, without difcrimination or preference, fhall for 
ever hereafter be allowed within this State to all mankind. Pro-> 
vided, that the liberty of confcience hereby granted fhall not be fo 
tonftrued as to excule acts of licentioufnefs, or juftify pratices in- 
éonfiftent with the peace or fafety of this State. 

XXXIX. And whereas the minifters of the gofpel are by their 
profeffion dedicated to the fervice of God and the cure of fouls, and 
dught rot to be diverted from the great duties of their function ; 
therefore no minifter of the gofpel, or prieft of any denomination 
whatfoever, fhall at any time hereafter, under any pretence or des 
Scription whatever, be eligible to, or capable of holding any civil or 
amilitaty office or place within this State. 

XL. And whereas it is of the utmoft importance to the fafety of 
every State, that it fhould always be in a condition of defence ; and it 
is the duty of every man who enjoys the protection of fociety to be 
prepar-d ind willing to defend it ; this Convention, therefore, in the. 

name 
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Wame and by the authority of the good people of this State doth 
ordain, determine, and declare, that the militia of this State, at all 
times hereafter, as well in peace as in war, fhall be armed and difci- 
plined, and in readinefs for fervice. That al} fuch of the inhabitants 
of this State, being of the people called Quakers, who, from fcruples 
of confcience, may be averfe to the bearing of arms, be therefrom, 
excufed by the legiflature ; and do pay to the State fuch fums of 
money in lieu of their perfonal fervice, as the fame may, in the 
judgment of the legiflature, be worth: and that a prpper magazine 
of warlike ftores, proportionate to the number of inhabitants, be for 
ever hereafter at the expenfe of this State, and by aéts of the legifla- 
tire, eftablithed, maintained, and continued in eyery county in this_ 
State. | 
XLI. And this Convention doth further ordain, determine, and 
declare, in the name and by the authority of the good people of this 
State, that trial by jury, in all cafes in which it hath heretofore been 
ufed in the colony of New-York, thall be eftablifhed, and remain 
inviolate for ever; and that no acts of atrainder fhall be paffed by the 
legiflature of this State for crimes, other than thofe committed be- 
fore the termination of the prefent war; and that fuch afts fhall not 
work a corruption of blood. And farther, that the legiflature of this — 
State fhall at no time hereafter jnftitute any new court or courts 
but fuch as fhall proceed according to the courie of the common law. 
XLII, And this Convention doth farther, in the name and by the 
authority of the good people of this State, ordain, determine, and de- 
clare, that it fhall be in the difcretion of the legiflature to naturalize 
ali fuch perifons, and in fuch manner, as they thall think proper, 
provided all fuch of the perfons fo to be by them naturalized, as 
being born in parts beyond fea, and out of the United States of 
- America, fhall come to fettle in, and become fubjects of this State, 
fhall take an oath of allegiance to this State, and abjure and re- 
nounce all allegiance and fubjection to all and every foreign king, 
prince, potentate, and ftate, in all matters ecclefiaftical as well aw 
civil. 


In 1787, the legiflature of this State ceded to the Commonwealth ~ 
of Maffachufetts, all the lands within their jarifdiction, weit of a 
meridian that fhall be drawn trom a point in the north boundary 
line of Peanfylvania, eighty-two miles weft from the Delaware (ex-' 
cepting one mile along. the eaft fide of Niagara river) and allo ten 
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townfhips between the Chenengo and Owegy rivers, referving the. 
jurifdiction to the State of New-York. This ceffion was, made to, 
fatisfy a claim of Maffachufetts founded upon their oyiginal charter. 

All free governments abound with lawyers, Of thefe America fur 
nifhes a plentiful growth, and New-York has.its fhare, as it contains. 
not lefs than,one hundred and twenty licenfed attornies. In this 
State the praétice of law is conformed to the Englifh mode, but is 
nore confiftently adminiftered than in that country ——Law, indeed, 
in N:w-York, is not an engine whereby the innocent are entrapped 
and rained, or by whch the worthy citizen is deprived of his liberty 
and property at the pleafure of his governors. The lawyers, 
of New-York are in general men of honour. The feveral de- 
grees in the profeffion, the number of critical examinations that 
candidates are obliged to pafs through before they can be ad~* 
mitted as counfellors in the higher courts, together with. the, 
time of ftudy required by the rules of admiflion, render.an accefs, 
to the firft honours of the bar fo dificult as to preclude ignorant 
pretenders to the important fcience of law. New-York can boatt of. 
many eminent charaéters in all the learned profeffions, and has fur- 
nifhed America with kane of her moft able legiflators. It is how- 
ever to be feared, that a ‘too rigid adhererice to the forms of legal 
procels j in England has fometimés per plexed the road to juftice, and 
prevented valuable improvements in the practice, not only of this 
but of moft of the other States. | 


FINANCES. 


A variety of circumftances have confpired to fill the treafury of this 
‘State, and wholly to fuperfede .the néceffity of taxation for feveral 
years paft; firft, confifcations and economical management of that 
property; fecond, fules of unappropriated lands; and third, a duty, 
on imports previous to the eftablifhment of the federal government. 
The. two former were fold for continental certificates, at a time 
when the credit of the State was, perhaps, above the par of the 
Union, which was the caufe of getting a large fum of the public debt 
into the treafury of the State at.a depreciated value. Thefe certifi- 
cates, fince the funding {vftem came into operation, added to the 
affumed State debt, a vaft quantity of which was alfo in the trealury, 
forms an enormous mafs of property, yielding an annuity of upwards 
of one hundred thonfand dollars ; and when the deferred debt fhall 
become a fix per cent.‘ftock, this annuity will be increafed to ups 
wards of two hundred thoufand dollars. 


The 
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» The ability of the State, therefore, is abundantly competent to aid. 
public inftitutions of every kind, to make roads, ereé& bridges, open 
canals, and to pufh every kind of improvement to the moft defirable 
length. It coyld be withed, that thofe citizens who were exiled 
during the war, and whofe property was expofed during its continue. 
ance to wanton depredations, were amply rewarded by a legiflature 
poffetfing fo fully the means of difcriminating this unhappy clats 
ef fufferers, and making them compenfation for their voluntary 
facrifices, we are not without hope that this will foon be the cafe. 


MILITARY STRENGTH. 


By official returns of the militia of this State, made to the governor 
by the adjutant-general, it appears that the total number in 1789, was 
forty-two thoufand fix hundred and feventy-nine; 1730—forty- four 
thoufand two hundred and fifty-nine ; pare’ thoufand three 
hundred and ninety-nine. Befides thefe, there are as many as five 
or fix thoufand of the militia in the new fettlements, who are-not yet- 
arganized. : 
FORTS, &c. 

Thefe are principally in ruins. The demolition of the fort in the 
city of New-York has been mentioned. Remains of the fortifications 
en Long-Ifland, York-Ifland, White-Plains, Weft-Point, and other 
places, are ftill vifible. Fort Stanwix, built by the Britifh in 1758, 
at the expenfe, it is faid, of fixty thoufand pounds, is one hundred 
and feven miles weftward of Skenectady, on an artificial eminence 
bordering on the Mohawk river, and in travelling this diftance, you 
pafs Fort Hunter, Fort Anthony, Fort Plain, Fort Herkemer, and 
Fort Schuyler. As you proceed weftward of Fort Stanwix, you pats 
Fort Bull, and Fort Breweton, at the weft end of Oneida lake. Fort 
George is at the fouth end of lake George. At the point where 
Jake George communicates with lake Champlain is the famous pot 
of Ticonderoga, by which word the Canadians underftand noify.— 
The works at this place are in fuch a ftate of dilapidation, that a 
firanger can {carcely form an idea of their conftru€tion. They are,. 
however, fitnated on fuch high ground as to command the comnmu- 
nication between the lakes George and Champlain. Oppofite, on 
the fouth fide of the water that empties out of lake George, is a 
mountain, to appearance inacceffible, called Mount Defiance, where 
General Burgoyne, in the late war, with a boldnefs, fecrecy, and 
difpatch almoft unparalleled, conveyed a number of cannon, ftores,. 
and troops, ‘The cannon were raifed by large brafs tackles from 
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tree to tree, and from rock to rock, over dens of rattle-fnakes, te 
the fummit, which entirely commands the works of Ticonderoga. 
This circumitance muft ever be eonfidered asa full juftification of 
General Sinclair’s fudden retreat with the American army, and the 
obfervation which he made on his trial, in his own defence, that. 
s* though he had loft a pott, he had faveda State,” was afterwards’ 
verified. 

Crown-Point is fifteen miles north of Ticonderoga on lake Cham- 
plain. The fort at this place, in which a Britifh garrifon was always 
kept, from the reduétion of Canada till the American Revolution, 
was the moft regular, and the moft expenfive of any ever conftructed 
and fupported by the Britith government in North-America. The 
walls are of wood and earth, about fixteen feet high, and twenty feet 
thick, and nearly one hundred and fifty yards fquare, furrounded by 
a deep and broad ditch cut through a fol'd rock. It ftands on a rifing 
sround, perhaps two hundred yards from the lake, with which there 
was a covered way, by which the garrifon could be fupplied with 
water in time of a fiege. The only gate opens on the north towards 
the lake, where there was a draw-bridge. On the right and left, as 
you enter the fort, are arow of ftone barracks, not inelegantly built, 
fufficient to contain fifteen hundred or two thoufand troops ; the pa-' 
rade is between them, and is a flat {mooth rock. ‘There were jeverak 
gut-works, which are now ia ruins, as is the principal fort, except the 
walls, and the walls of the barracks, which till remain. 


INDIANS. 


‘The body of the fix nations inhabit the weftern parts of this Srate, 
The principal part of the Mohawk tribe refide on Grand river, in 
Upper Canada ; and there are two, villages of Senecas on the Alle- 
gany river, near the north line of Pennfylvania, and a few Dela- 
wares and Skawgghkees, on Buffaloe creck. Including thefe, and. 
the Stockbridge and Mohegan Indjans, who have migrated and 
feted in the vicinity of Oneida, there are, in the hx nations, acs 
cording to an accurate eftimate lately made by the Rev, Mr. Kirk- 
Jand, miffionary among them, fix thoufand three hundred and 
thirty fouls. He adds, that among thefe there is comparatively but 
very few children. | 

The following extract of a letter from Mi. Kirkland, will 
give the reader an idea of the charaéters, which, according to In- 
dian tradition, are excluded from the happy country: “ The region, 
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of Pure Spirits, the five nations call Efkanane. The only characters 
which, according to their traditions, cannot be admitted to participate 
of the pleafures and delights of this happy country, are reduced to 
i. viz. fuicides; the difubedient to the counfels of the chiefs ; 

d fuch as put away their wives on account of pregnancy. Accor 
ina to their tradition, there is a gloomy, fathomlefs gulph,° near the 
borders of the delightful manfions of Efkanane, over which all good 
and brave fpirits pats with fafety, under the conduét of a faithful 
and fkilful guide appointed for that purpofe ; but when-a fuicide,. or 
any of the above-mentioned charaéters, approach this gulph,. the 
conductor, who poffeffes a moft penet rating eye, infantly difcovers 
their fpiritual features and charaéter, and denies them his aid, ats 
figning his reafons. They will, however, attempt to crofs upon a 
fmall pole, which, before they reach the middle, trembles and 
fhakes, till prefently down they fall with horrid fhricks. In this 


_ dark and dreary gulph, they fuppofe refides a great dog, fome fay a 


dragon, infedled with the itch, which makes him perpetually refte 
lefs and fpiteful. The guilty inhabitants of this miferable regiony 
all catch this difeafe of the great dog, and grope and roam from fide 
to fide of their gloomy manfion in perpetual torments. Sometimes 
they approach fo near the happy fields of Efkanane, that they can 
hear the fongs and dances of their former companions... This only 
Aerves to increafe their torments, as they can difcern no light, nor 
difcover any paffage by which they can gain accefs to them. They 
fuppofe ideots and dogs go into the fame gulph, but have a more 
comfortable apartment, where they enjoy fome little light," . Mrs 
Kirkland adds, that feveral other nations of Indians with whom he 
has converfed on the fubject, have nearly the fame traditionary no- 
tions of a future ftate. They almofl univerfally agree in thiss 
that the departed {pirit is ten days in its paffage to their happy 
elyfium, after it leaves the body; fome of them fuppofe its 
courle is towards the fouth ; others that it afteuds from fome lofty 
mountain. 

The Oneidas inhabit on Oneida creek, twenty one miles weft of 
Fort Stanwix. 

The Txjcaroras migrated from North-Carolina and the frontiers 
ef Virginia, and were adopted by the Oneidas, with whom they have 
ever fince lived. They were originally of the fame nation. . 

_ The Senecas inhabit the Cheneflee river, at the Chenefiee cattle, 
They have two towns of fixty or feventy fouls each, on French 

cr eek, 
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creek, in Pennfylvania; and another town on Buffaloe creek, dts 


tached to the Britifh; two {mall towns on Allegany river, attached, | 


to the Aimericans. Obeil, or Cornplanter, ore of thé Seneca chiefs; 
refided here. . 

The Mohawks were acknowledged by the other tribes, to ufe their 
own expreffions, to be “ the true old heads of the confederacy ;” 
and were, formerly, a powerful tribe, inhabiting on the Mohawk 
river, As they were ftrorgly attached to the Jolinfon family on ac 
‘count of Sir Wilham Johnfon, they emigrated to Canada, with Sir 
John Johnfon, about 'the year 1776. There is now only one family 
of them inthe State; and they livé about 4 mile from Fort Hunter. 
"The fathet of this family was drowned in the winter of 1788. 

All the Gonfedérated tribes, except the Oneidas and Tuft aroras, 
fided with the Britifh in the late war, ate fought againft the Ame- 
ricans. 

The Onondagas live near the Onondaga lake, about twenty-five 
miles from the Oucida lake. In the fpring of 1770, a regiment of 
men were fent from Albany, by General J. Clinton, againft the 
Onondagas. This regiment furprifed their town, took thirty-three 
prifoners, killed twelve or fourteen, and returned without the lofs of 
aman. A patty of the Indians were at this time ravaging the Ame 
Fican frontiers, 

There are very few of the Delaware tribe in this State. 

The Five'Confederated Nations were fettléd along the banks of 


the Sufquehannah, and in the adjacent country; until the yeal 17795- 


when General Sullivan, with ah army of four thoufand men, drove 
them from their country to Niagara, but could not bring them to 
action. They waited, but waited in vain, for the affiiftance of the 
elements, or, as they expreffed themfelves, for the affiftance of the 
Great Spirit. Had heavy rains fallen while General Sullivan’s army 
was advanced into their country, perhaps few of his foldiers would 
have efeaped, and none of their baggage, ammunition, or artil lery- 


tI 


This expedition had a good effect. General Sullivan burnt feveral 


of their towns and deftroyed their provifions. Since this irruption 


into their country, their former habitations have been moftly de- 


ferted) and many of them have gone to Canada. 

On the 13th of November, 1787, John Livingfton, Efq. and four 
others, obtained of the Six Nations of Indians a leafe for nine hune 
dred and ninety-nine years, on a yearly rent referv ed of two 


thoufand doilars, of all the country included in the following limits, 
Viz. 


\ 
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viz. Beginning at a place commonly known by the name of Canada 
creek, about feven miles weft of Fort Stanwix, now Fort Schuyler, 


thence north-eaftwardly to the line of the province of Quebec; 
thence along the faid line to the Pennfylvania line; thence eaft on 
the faid line, Pennfylvania line, to the line of property, fo called by 
the State of New-York ; thence along the faid line of property to 
Canada creek aforefaid. And on the 18th of January, 1788, the 
fame perfons obtained a leafe of the Oneida Indians for nine hundred 
and ninety-nine years, on a rent referved for the firft year, of twelve 
hundred dollars, and increafing at the rate of one hundred dollars 
a year, until it amounts to one thoufand five hundred dollars, 
of all the tract of land commonly called the Oneida country, 
except a refervation of feveral tracts {pecified in the leafe. Eut 
thefe ieafes having been obtained without the confent of the legif- 
lature of the State, the Senate and Affembiy, in their feflion, March 
1788, refolved, “ That the faid leafes are purchafes of lands, and 
therefore, that by the conftitution of this State, the faid leafes are 
not binding on the faid Indians, and are not valid.” Since this a treaty 
has been concluded with the faid Indians, the bargain of the leafes 
annulled, and all the country purchafed of the natives, except a re- 
fervation to the Oneidas, Cayugas, and Onondagas, defined by cer= 
tain marks and boundaries. 


Vo. I. 3A STATE 


EO Somey 


STATE OF 


NE W-JERSEY. 


SITUATION, EXTENT, &c. 


Tus State is fituated between 39° and 41° 24’ north latitude, 
and the greateft part of it lies between the meridian of Philadelphia, 
and 1° eaft longitude. It is one hundred and fixty miles long, and 
fifty-two broad; and is bounded eaft, by Hudfon river and the 
fea; fouth, by the fea; weft, by Delaware bay and river, which di- 
vide it from the States of Delaware and Pennfylvania; north, by a 
line drawn from the mouth of Mahakkamak river, in latitude 41° 
24’ to a point on Hudfon river in latitude 41°. Containing about 
eight thoufand three hundred and twenty fquare miles, equal to five 
million three hundred and twenty-four thoufand eight hundred 
acres. 


FACE OF THE COUNTRY, SEA COAST, &c. 


The counties of Suffex, Morris, and the northern part of Bergen, 
are mountainous. The South mountain, which is one ridge of the 
great Allegany range, croffes this State in about latitude 41°. This 
mountain embofoms fuch amazing quantities of iron ore, that it may 
not improperly be called the Iron Mountain. The Kittatinny ridge 
paffes through this State north of the South mountain. Several 
fpurs from thefe mountains are projected in a fouthern direction. 
One paffes between Springfield and Chatham; another runs weft 
of it, by Morriftown, Bafkinridge, and Vealtown, The interior 
country is, in general, agreeably variegated with hills and vallies. 
The fouthern counties which lie along the fea coaft, are pretty uni- 
formly flat and fandy. The noted Highlands of Navefink, and 
Center hill, are almoft the only. hills within the diftance of many 
miles from the fea coaft. The Highlands of Navefink are on the 
fea coaft near Sandy-Hook, in the townthip of Middleton, and are 

; the 
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the firft lands that are difcovered by mariners, as they come upon 
the coaft.. They rife about fix hundred feet above the furface of the 
water. 

As much as five-eighths of moft of the fouthern counties, or one 
fourth of the whole State, is almoft a fandy, barren wafte, unfit in 
many parts for cultivation. The land on the fea coaft in this, like 
that in the more fouthern States, has every appearance of made 
ground. The foil is generally a light fand; and by digging, on an 
average, about fifty feet below the furface, which can be done, 
even at the diftance of twenty or thirty miles from the fea, without 
any impediment from rocks or ftones, you come to falt marfh. The 
gentleman who gave this information adds, “ 1 have feen an oyfter 
fhell that would hold a pint, which was dug out of the marth, 
at fifty feet deep, in digging a well.”—** About feven years fince,”’ 
continues our informer, ‘+ at Long Branch, in the county of Mon- 
mouth, in the banks of the Atlantic, which were greatly torn by a 
great rife of the fea in a violent eafterly ftorm, was difcovered the 
fkeleton of fome huge carnivorous animal. The country people who 
firft faw it had fo little curiofity, as to fuffer it to be wholly deftroyed, 
except a jaw tooth which I faw. This was about two and an half 
inches wide, five inches long, and as many deep. The perfon who 
helped to take it out of the bank affured me, there was one rib feven 
feet four inches, and another four feet long.”? The bones of another 
of thefe animals have lately been difcovered in a meadow, in the 
county of Gloucefter, on the river Delaware, by a negro, who was 
digging a ditch, three or four feet deep. Part of thefe bones were 
fent ta Philadelphia. ‘Po account for thefe curious phenomena is 
not our bufinefs; this is left for the ingenious naturalift, who has 
abilities and leifure to compare facts and appearances of this kind, 
and who probably may thence draw conclufions which may threw 
much light on the ancient hiftory of this country. 

New-Jerfey is wafhed on the eaft and fouth-eaft, by Hudfon 
river and the ocean; and on the weit, by the river Delaware. 
The mof remarkable bays are, Arthur Kill, or Newark. bay, 
forthed by the union of Paffaik and Hackinfack rivers. This bay 
opens to the right and left, and embraces Staten-Ifland. There is 
a long bay formed by a beach, four or five miles from the. fhore, 
extending along the coaft north-eaft and fouth-weft, from Manaf- 
quand river, in Monmouth county, almoft to Cape May. Through 
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this beach are a number of inlets, by which the bay communicates” 
with the ocean. 

On the top of a mountain, in Morris county, is a lake or pond, 
three miles in length, and from a mile to a mile and an half in 
breadth, from which proceeds a continual ftream. It is in fome 
places deep. The water is of a fea green colour; but when taken 
up in atumbler, is, like the water of the ocean, oleae and of acry f- 
talline colour. 

The rivers tn this State, though not large, are numerous. A tra» 
veller, in pailing the common road from New-York to Philadelphia, 
croffes three confiderable rivers, viz. the Hackinfack and Paffaik, be- 


tween Bergen and Newark, and the Raritan by Bruofwick. The ~ 


Hackinfack rifes in Bergen county, runs a fouthwardly courfe, and 


empties into Newark bay. At the ferry, near its mouth, it is four’ 


hundred and fixty yards wide, and is navigable fifteen miles. 

Paffaik is a very crooked river. It rifes in a large fwamp in 
Morris county. Its general courfe is from weft north-weft to eaft- 
fouth-eaft, until it mingles with the Hackinfack at the head of Newark 
bay. It is navigable about ten miles, and is two hundred and thirty 
yards wide at the ferry. The cataraét (or Great Falls) in this river, 
is one of the greateft natural curiofities in this State. The river is 


about forty yards wide, and moves in a flow, gentle current, until 


coming within a fhort diftance of a deep cleft in the rock, which 
crofies the channel; it defcends and falls above feventy feet perpen- 
dicularly, in one entire fheet. One end of the cleft, which was evi- 
dently made by fome violent convulfion in nature, is clofed; at the 
other, the water rufhes ont with incredible fwiftnefs, forming an 


acute angle with its former direction, and is received into a large 


bafon, whence it takes a’ winding courfe through the rocks, and 
fpreads into a broad fmooth ftream. The cleft is from four to twelve 
feet broad. The falling of the water occafions a cloud of vapour te 
acife, which by floating amidft the fun beams, prefents to the view 


rainbows, that add beauty to the tremendous fcene. The new ma-— 


nufacturing town of Patterfon is erected upon the Great Falls in this 
river. The weftern bank of the river, between Newark and the 


Falls, affords one of the pleafanteft roads for a party of pleafure in. 


New-Jerfey. The bank being high, gives the traveller an elevated 
and extenfive view of the oppofite fhore, which is low and fertile, 


forming a landfcape, picturefque and beautiful. Many handfome 


country feats adorn the fides of this river; and there are elegant 
fituations. 
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fituations for more. Gentlemen of fortune might here difplay their 
tafte to advantage. The fifh of various kinds with which this river 
abounds, while they would furnifh the table with an agreeable 
repaft, would afford the {portfinan an innocent and manly amufe- 
ment. 

Raritan river is formed by two confiderable ftreams, called the 
north and fouth branches ; one of which has its fource in Morris, 
the other in Hunterdon county. It pafles by Brunfwick and Amboy, 
and mingles with the waters of the Arthur Kill found, and helps to 
form the fine harbour of Amboy. It isa mile wide at its mouth, 
two hundred and fifty yards at Brunfwick, and is navigable about fix- 
teen miles. It is fuppofed that this river is capable of a very fteady 
lock navigation, as high as the junction of the north and fouth 
branches; and thence up the fouth branch to Grandin’s bridge in 
Kingwood. Thence to Delaware river is ten or twelve miles. It is 
fuppofed a portage will be here eftablifhed by a turnpike road: or the 
waters of the Raritan may be united with thofe of the Delaware, 
by a canal from the fouth branch of the Raritan to Mutconetcony 
river, which empties into the Delaware, or from Capoolong creek, 
a water of the Raritan, emptying at Grandin’s bridge, and Necef- 
fackaway, a water of the Delaware. It is fuppofed alfo that an in- 
Jand navigation from Philadelphia to New-York may be effected by 
‘proceeding up the Afanpink, a water of the Delaware, emptying at 
Trenton, towards Princeton; and from thence by a canal to the 
Millftone, a water of the river, to New-Brunfwick. 

At Raritan hills, through which this river pafles, is a {mall caf- 
cade, where the water fails fifteen or twenty feet, very romantically, 
between two rocks. This river oppofite to Brunfwick is fo fhallow, 
that it is fordable at low water with horfes and carriages, buta little 
below it deepens fo faft that a twenty gua thip’may ride fecurely at 
any time of tide. ‘The tide, however, rifes fo high, that large fhal- 
lops pafs a mile above the ford; fo that it is no uncommon thing to 
fee veffels of confiderable burden riding at anchor, and a number of 
large river craft lying above, fome dry, and others on their beam 
ends for want of water, within gunfhet of each other. 

Bridges have lately been erected, and are now nearly or quite com- 
pleted (agreeably to laws of the State paffed for that purpofe) over 
the Paflaik, Hackinfack, and Raritan rivers, on the poft road between 
Wew-York and Philadelphia. ‘Thefe Daltiges will greatly lee 
the intercourfe between thefle twa great cities, 
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Befides thefe are Cefarea river, or Cohanfey creek, which rifes ia 
Salem county, and is about thirty miles in length, and navigable 
for vet{els of an hundred tons to Bridgetown, twenty miles from its 
mouth. 

Mulicus river divides the counties of Gloucefter and Burlington, 
and is navigable twenty miles for veffels of fixty tons. 

Maurice river rifes in Gloucefter county, runs fouthwardly about 
forty miles, and is navigable for veffels of an hundred tons, fifteen 
miles, and for fhallops ten miles farther. 

Alloway creek, in the county of Salem, is navigable fixteen miles 
for fhallops, with feveral obftructions of drawbridges. Ancocus 
creek, in Burlington county, is alfo navigable fixteen miles. Thefe, 
with many other {maller itreams, empty into the Delaware, and 
carry down the produce which their fertile banks and the neighbour- 
jng country afford. 

That part of the State which borders on the fea, is indented with 
a great number of fmall rivers and creeks, fuch as Great Egg-har- 
bour, and Little Egg-harbour rivers, Navefink, Shark, Matticung, 
and Forked rivers, which, as the country is flat, are navigable for 
{mall craft almoft to their fources. 

Paulin’s Kiln, in Suffex county, is navigable for craft fifteen 
miles; and the Mufconetcony, which divides Hunterdon from Suffex, 
4s capable of beneficial improvement, as is the Pequeft, or Pequaffet, 
between the two laft-mentioned rivers. 

This State is remarkable for mill feats, eleven hundred of which 
are already improved; five hundred with flour mills, and the reft 
with faw mills, fulling mills, forges, furnaces, flitting, and rolling 
mills, paper, powder, and oil mills. 

Sandy-Hook, or Point, is in the townfhip of Middletown ; and 
on this point ftands a light houfe, one hundred feet high, built 
by the citizens of New-York, 


SOIL AND PRODUCTIONS. 


This State has all the varieties of foil from the worft to the beft 
kind. It has a great proportion of barrens. The good Jand in the 
fouthern counties lies principally on the banks of rivers and creeks. 
The foil on thefe banks is generally a ftiff clay ; and while ina {tate 
of nature, produces various fpecies of oak, hickory, poplar, chefnut, 
afh, gum, &c. The barrens produce little elfe but fhrub oaks and 


yellow pines. Thefe fandy lands yield an immente quantity of bog 
iron 
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aron ore, which is worked up to great advantage, in the iron works in 
thefe counties. ‘There are large bodies of fault meadow along the 
lower part of the Delaware river and bay, which afford a plentiful 
pafture for cattle in fummer, and hay in winter; but the flies and 


' muiketoes frequent thefe meadows in large fwarms, in the months 


of June, July, and Auguft, and prove very troublefome both to 
man and beaft. 1n Gloucefter and Cumberland counties are feveral 
large tracts of banked meadow. Their vicinity to Philadelphia ren- 
ders them highly valuable. Along the fea coaft the inhabitants 
fubfift principally by feeding cattle on the falt meadows, and by the 
fifth of various kinds, fuch as rock, drum, fhad, perch, &c. black 


turtle, crabs, and oy{ters, which the fea, rivers and creeks affordin 


great abundance. They raife Indian corn, rye, potatoes, &c. but not 
for exportation. Their fwamps afford lumber, which is eafily con- 
veyed to a good market. The fugar maple tree is commcn in Suffex 
county upon the Delaware. 

In the hilly and mountainous parts of the State, which are not too 
rocky for cultivation, the foil is of a flronger kind, and covered in 
its natural itate with flately oaks, hickories, chefnuts, &c. and when 
cultivated produces wheat, rye, Indian corn, buck wheat, oats, 
barley, flax, and fruits of all kinds common to the climate. The 
land in this hilly country is good for grazing, and farmers feed great 
numbers of cattie for New-York and Philadelphia markets; and many 
of them keep large dairies, as there are large traéts of fine meadows 
between the hills. 

The orchards in many parts of the State equal any in the United 
States, and their cyder is faid, and not without reafon, to be the 
beft in the world, It is pretty certain, that it cannot be furpafled in 
goodnefs. 

The markets of New-York and Philadelphia receive a very confi- 
derable proportion of their fupplies from the contiguous parts of New- 
Jerfey. And it is worthy of remark, that thefe contiguous parts are 
exceedingly well calculated, as to the nature and fertility of their 
foils, to afford thefe fupplies; and the intervention of a great number 
of navigable rivers and creeks renders it very convenient to market 
their produce.. Thefe fupplies confift of vegetables of many kinds, 
apples, pears, peaches, plums, ftrawberries, cherries, and other 
fruits ; cyder in large quantities, and of the beft quality ; butter, 
cheeie, beef, pork, mutton, aed the lefler meats. 


This 
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This State embofoms vatt quantities of iron and copper ore. The 
zvon ore is of two kinds ; one is capable of being manufactured into 
malleable iron, and is found in mountains and in low barrens; the 
other, called bog ore, grows in rich bottoms, and yields iron of a. 
hard, brittle quality, is commonly manufactured into hollow ware, 
and ufed fometimes inftead of ftone in building. 

A number of copper mines have been difcovered in different parts 
of the State: one isin Bergen county, which, when worked by. the 

chuylers, (to whom it belonged) was confiderably productive ; but 
they have for many years been neglected. 

The following account of a copper mine at New-Brunfwick 
is given by a gentleman of diftinétion, well informed upon the 
fubject : | 

«© About the years 1748, 1749) 1750 feveral lumps. of virgin 
copper, from five to thirty pounds weight, in the whole upwards 
of two hundred pounds, were plowed up in a field belonging to 
' Philip French, Efq, within a quarter of a mile of New Bruniwick. 
Thisinducecd Mr. Elias Boudinot, of the city of Philadelphia, to take 
a leafe of Mr. French, of this land, for ninety-nine. years, in order 
to fearch for copper. ore, a body of which, he concluded, miuft 
be contained in this hill. He took in fevera! partners, and about 
the year 1751, opened a pit in the low grounds, about two hundred 
or three hundred yards from the river. He was led to this fpot by a 
friend of his, who a little before, pafling by at three o’clock in the ~ 
morning, obferved a body of flame arife out of the ground, as large 
as a common-fized man, and foon after die away. He drove a ftake 
on the fpot. About fifteen feet deep, Mr. Boudinot came on a vein 
af bluifh ftone, about two feet thick, between two perpendicular 
loofe bodies of red rock, covered with a fheet of pure virgin copper, 
a little thicker than gold leaf. This blue ftone was filled with {parks 
of virgin copper, very much like copper filings, and now and then a 
large lump of virgin copper, from five to thirty pounds weight. He 
followed this vein almoft thirty feet, when, the water coming in 
very faft, the expenfe became too great for the company’s capital. 
A ftamping-mill was erected, when, by reducing the bluifh ftone to 
a powder, and wafhing it in large tubs, the {tone was carried off, 
and the fine copper preferved, by which means many tons of the 
pureft copper were fent to England without ever pafling through the 
fire; but labour was too high to render it poffible for the company 


to proceed. Sheets of copper about the thicknefs of two pennies, 
4 a ' and 
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‘and three feet fquare, on an average, have been taken from between 


the rocks, within four feet of the furface, in feveral parts of the hill. 
At about fifty or fixty feet deep, they came to a body of fine folid 
ore in the midft of this bluifh vein, but between rocks of a white 
flinty {par, which, however, was worked out in a few days. Thefe 
works lie now wholly neglected, although the vein when left, was 
richer than ever it had beens There was alfo a very rich vein of 
copper ore difcovered at Rocky Hill, in Somerfet county, which has 


alfo been neglected from the heavy expenfe attending the working of 


it. There have been various attempts made to fearch the hills beyond 
Boundbrook, known by the name of Van Horne’s mountain, but thefe 
for the fame reafon are now neglected. This mountain difcovers 
the greateft appearance of copper ore of any place in the State: it 
may be picked up on the furface of many parts of it. A fineltinge 
furnace was erected before the revolution, inthe neighbourhood, by 
two Germans, who were making very confiderable profit on their 
work, until the Britifh deftroyed it in the beginning of the war. 
The inhabitants made it worth their while by coileéting the ore from 
the furface, and by partially digging into the hill, to fupply the fur- 


“mace. Befides, a company opened a very large fhaft on the fide of 


the hill, from which alio a great deal of valuable ore and fome 
virgin copper were taken. Two lumps of virgin copper were 
found here in the year 1754, which weighed one thoufand nine 
hundred pounds.” | 

A lead-mine has been difcovered in Hopewell townthip, four miles 
from Trenton. ‘There is faid to be coal on Raritan river, below 
Brunfwick, and at Pluckemin ; and turf in Bethlehem, at the head 
of .its fouth branch; and alfo at Springfield on Raway river, which 


ds remarkable for mill feats. 


In the upper part of the county of Morris is a cold mineral fpring, 
which is frequented by valetudinarians, and its waters have been 
ufed with very confiderable fuccefs. In the townthip of Hanover, in 
this county, on a ridge of hills, are a number of wells, which regu« 
larly ebb and flow about fix feet, twice in every twenty-four hours. 


"Thefe wells are nearly forty miles from the fea in a ftraight line. 


In the county of Cape May is a {pring of frefh water, which boils up 
from the bottom of a falt water creek, which runs nearly dry at low 
tide ; but at flood tide is covered with water dire€tly from the ocean, 
to the depth of three or four feet ; yet in this fituation, by letting 
down a bottle, well corked, through the falt-water into the tpring, 
Vou. 3B oa oe 
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and immediately drawing the cork with a fring prepared for thal 


purpofe, it may be drawn up full of fine untainted frefh water— 


There are f{ prings o: this kind in various ether parts of the State. In 
the county of Hunterdon, near the top of Mufkonetcony mountain, 1s 
a noted medicinal {pring, to which inyalids refort from eyeiy quarter, 
Tt iffues from the fide of a mountain, and is conveyed into an arti- 


ficial refervoir for the accommodation of thoie who wifh to bathe in, ~ 


as well as to drink, the waters. It is a ftrong chalybeate, and very 
cold. Thefe waters have been ufed with very confiderable fuccefs ; 
but perhaps the exercife neceffary to get to them, and the purity_of 
the air in this lofty fituation, aided by a lively imagination, have ag 
great efucacy in curing the patient as the waters. 

A curious fpring has been difcovered, about two hundred yards. 
from the fouth branch of Raritan river, from which, even in the 


dryeft feafons, a {mail ftream iffues, except when the wind continues — 


to blow from. the noith-weft for more than two days fucceflively, 
when it ceafes to run; and if the water be taken out of the cafk 


placed in the ground, it will remain empty until the wind changes, 


when it is again filled, and flows as ufual. 


In the townfhip of. Shr ewfbury, i in Monmouth county, on the fide — 


of a branch of Navefink river, is a remarkable cave, in which there 
are three rooms. ‘The cave is about thir ty feet long and fifteen feet 


broad. Each of the rooms are arched; the center of the arch is 


_about five feet from the bottom of the cave; the fides not more than 
two and an half, _The mouth of the cave is fmall; the bottom is a 
loofe fand ; and the arch is formed in a foft rock, through the pores 
of which the moifture is flowly exudated, and falls in drops on 
the fand. below, , 

CIVIL DIVISIONS, 
New-Jeriey., is divided into thirteen counties, viz. Cape May, 
Cumberland, Salem, Gloucefter, Burlington, Hunterdon, and Suffex, 
which lie from fouth to north on Delaware river. Cape May and 


Gloucefter extend acrofs to ‘the fea; Bergen, Effex, Middlefex, and — 


Monmouth, which lie from north to fouth on the eaftern fide of the 


State; Somertet,-and Morris, Thefe counties are fubdiyided into 


ninety-four townthips or precinéts, 


CHIEF TOWNS, 


There are a number of towns in this State, nearly of equal fize 
and importance, and none that has more than about two hundred 
houfes compactly built, ‘  - FRENTON¢ 
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TRENTON, ss 

* Trenton i one of the largeft towns in New-Jerfey and the capital of 
the State. It is fituated on the north-eaft fide of the river Delaware, 
‘oppofite the falls, nearly in the center of the State, from north to 
feuth, in latitude 40° 15’, and about 20’ eaft of the meridian of Phi- 


Jadelphia, The river is not navigable above thefe falls, except for 


boats which will carry from five to feven hundred butfhels of wheat. 


This town, with Lamberton, which joins it on the fouth, contains 


upwards of two hundred houfes, befides public buildings.—Here 
the legiflature ftatedly meets, the fupreme court fits, and moft of 
the public offices are kept. The inhabitants have lately erected 
a handfome court houfe one hundred feet by fifty, with a femi-hexa- 
gon at each end, over which is to bea balluftrade. In the neigh 
bourhood of this pleafant town aré feveral gentlemen’s feats, finely 
fituated on the banks of the Delaware, and ornamented with talte 
and elegance. This town, being a thoroughiare between the eaftern 
parts of the State and Philadelphia, has a confiderable inland trade. 


BURLINGTON CITY. 

Burlington extends three miles along the Delaware, and one 
mile back, at right angles, into the county of Burlington, and is 
twenty miles above Philadelphia by water, and feventeen by land. 
"The ifland, which is the moft populous part of the city, is a mile and 


-aquarter in length, and three quarters of a mile in breadth, Tt 


has four entrances over bridges and caufeways, and a quantity of 
bank meadow adjoining. On the ifland are about one hundred 
and fixty houfes, and feveral public buildings; few of the negroes. 
in this city are flaves. The main ftreets are conveniently fpa- 


‘cious, and moftly ornamented with trees in the fronts of the 


houfes, which are regularly arranged. The Delaware, oppofite the 
town, is about a milé wide; and under fhelter of Mittinnicunk and 


“Burlington iflands, affords a fafe and convenient harbour. It is 


commodioufly fituated for trade, but is too near the opulent city of 
Philadelphia to admit of any confiderable increafe of foreign com- 
merce. There are two houfes for public worfhip in the town, one 
for the Friends or Quakers, who are the me i numerous, and one for 
Epifcopalians. The other public buildings are two market houfes, 
a court houfe, and the beft gaol in the State. Befides thefe, there is 
an academy, a free fchool, a nail manufactory, and an excellent diftil- 

2B 3 | lery, 
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lery, if that can be called excellent which produces a poifon both te 


health and morals. 

The city was a free port under the State. ‘The mayor, recorder, 
and aldermen, hold a commercial court, when the matter in contro- 
verfy is between foreigners and foreigners, or between foreigners and 
citizens. ‘The ifland of Burlington was laid out, and the firft fettle- 
ments made, as early as 1677. In 1682, the ifland of Mittinnicunk, 
or Free-School-Ifland, was given for the ufe of the ifland of Burling- 
ton ; the yearly profits arifing from it, which amount to one hundred 


and eighty pounds, are appropriated for the education of poor 
children. 


PERTH-sAMBOY CITY. 


Perth-Amboy city took its name from James Drummond, Earl of © 


Perth, and Ambo, the Indian word for point, and ftands on a neck 


of land included between Raritan river and Arthur Kill found. Its. 


fituation is high and healthy. It lies open to Sandy-Hook, and has 
ofie of the beft harbours on the continent. Veffels from fea may 


enter it in one tide in almoft any weather. Great efforts have been 
made, and legiflative encouragements offered, to render it a place of 


trade, but without fuccefs.. This town was early incorporated wich 
eity privileges, and continued to fend two members to the General 
Affembly until the revolution : until this event, it was the capital of 
Faft-Jerfey; and the legiflature and <vupreme court ufed to fit here 
and at Burlington alternately. 


BRUNSWICK CITY. 


Brun{wick city was incorporated in 1784, and is fituated on the , 


fouth-weft fide of Raritan river, over which a fine bridge has lately 
been built, twelve miles above Amboy. It contains about two hundred 


houfes, and more than two. thoufand inhabitants, one half of whom — 


are Dutch. Its fituation is low and unpleafant, being on the bank 
of a river, and under a high hill which rifes at the back of the towne 
The ice, at the breaking up of the river in winter, frequently lodges 
on the fhallow fording place juft oppofite the town, and forms a 
temporary dam, which occafions the water to rife many feet above 
its ufual height, and fometimes to overflow the lower floors of thofe 
houfes which are not guarded againft this inconvenience by having 


their foundations elevated. The ftreets are raifed and paved with” 
ftone. The water in the fprings and wells is in general bad. The_ 


inhabitants are beginning to build on the hill above the town, which 
I is 
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“Ys very pleafant, and commands a very agreeable profpect. The 
citizens have a confiderable inland trade, and es ah {mall veffels 


belonging to the port. 
PRINCE TOWN. 

Prince town is a pleafant village, of about eighty houfes, fifty-two 
miles from New-York, and forty-two from Philadelphia. Its public 
buildings are a large college edifice of ftone, and a Prefbyterian churcls 
built of brick. Its fituation is remarkably healthy. 


ELIZABETH TOWN. 


Elizabeth town is fifteen miles from New-York. Its fituation is 
pleafant, and its foil equal in fertility to any in the State. In the 
compact part of the town there are about one hundred and. fifty 
houfes. The public buildings are a very handfome Prefbyterian brick 
church lately built,* an Epifcopal church alfo of brick, and an aca-= 
demy. This is one of the oldeft towns in the State. It was pur- 
ehafed of the Indians as early as 1664, and was fettled foon after. 


\ NEWARK. 

Newark is feven miles from New-York. It is a handfome, 
flourifhing town, about the fize of Elizabethtown, and has two 
Prefbyterian churches, one of which is of ftone, and is the largeft and 
moft elegant building in the State. Befides thefe there is an epif- 
copal church, a court houfe, and a gaol, This town is celebrated 
for the excellence of its cyder, and is the feat of the largeft fhoe 
manufactory in the State: the average number made daily through- 
eut the year, is eftimated at about two hundred pair. 


POPULATION. 


In 1745, there were fixty-one thoufand four hundred and three 


inhabitants in this State, of which four thoufand fix hundred and fix 


were flaves: in 1783, the number was forty-feven thoufand three 


hundred and fixty-nine, of which three thoufand nine hundred and 


eighty-oue were flaves. 

In 1784, a cenfus of the inhabitants was made by enter of the 
legiflature, when they amounted to one hundred and forty thoufand . 
four hundred and thirty five, of which ten thoufand five hundred and 


a Their former church, which was very'elegant, was burntin 1780 by a refugee, we 
was a native, and an inhabitant of Elizabethtown, 


one 
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one were blacks: of thefe blacks, one thoufand nine hundred an@ — 
thirty-nine only were flaves; fo that the proportion of flaves to the 


whole of the inhabitants in the State was only one to feventy-fix.— 
According to the cenfus of 1790, the State of population was as 


follows: 
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MORRIS COUNTY. 


TOWNS. 
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CUMBERLAND COUNTY. 
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According to the foregoing ftatemient, the average anniial increafe 

of population in this State, fince 1738, has been two thonfand fix 

“hundred and thirty, exclufive of emigrationts, which, fince 1783, 

have been numerous to the country weft of the Allegany mountains: 

“Thefe emigrations will leffen in proportion as the inhabitants turn 
their attention to manufactures. | 


RELIGION AND CHARACTER. 
There are in this Staté about fifty Prefbyterian congregations, 
Fubject to the care of three Prefbyteries, viz. That of New-York, of 
-New-Brunfwick and Philadelphia. A part of the charge of New- 
York and Philadelphia Prefbyteries lies in New-Jerfey, and part ia 
their own refpective States. 

Befides thefe, there are upwards of forty ar of Friends, 
thirty of the Baptifts, twenty-five of Epifcopalians, twenty-eight of 
Dutch Reformed, befides Methodifts and a fettlement of Moravians. 

All thefe religious denominations live together in peace and har- 
mony, and worfhip Almighty God agreeably’ to the dictates of their 
own confciences; they are not compelled to attend or fupport any 
worfhip contrary to their own faith and judgment. All Proteffanz 
inhabitants of peaceable behaviour are eligible to the civil offices of 
the. State. 

Many circurf{tances concur to render the character of the inhabitants 
various in different parts of the State. They are a collection of Low 
Dutch, Germans, Englith, Scotch, Irifh, and New-Englanders, or their 
defcendants. National attachment and mutual convenience have gene- 
rally induced thefe feveral kinds of people to fettle together in a 
body, and in this way their peculiar national manners, cuftoms and 
characters, are ftill preferved, efpecially among the poorer clafs of 
people, who have little intercourfe with any but thofe of their own 
nation. Religion, although its tendency is to unite people in thofe 
things that are effential to happinefs, occafions wide differences as 
to manners, cuftoms, and even character.. The Prefbyterian, the 
Quaker, the Epi{copalian, the Baptift, the German and Low Dutch 
Calvinift, the Methodift and the Moravian, have each their diftin- 
guifhing characteriftics, either in their worfhip, their difcipline, or 
their drefs. There is {till another characteriftical difference, diftiné 
from either of the others, which arifes from the intercourfe of the 
jnhabitants with different States. The people in Weft-Jerfey trade 
to Philadelphia, and of courfe imitate their faflions and imbibe their 
manners. The inhabitants of Eaft-Jerfey trade to New-York, an 
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regulate their fafhions and manners according to thofe in New-York, 
So that the difference, in regard to fafhions and manners, between 
Eaft and Welt Jerfey, is nearly as great as between New-York and 
Philadelphia. Add to all thefe the differences common in all coun- 
tries, arifing from the various occupations of men, fuch as the ci- 
vilian, the divine, the lawyer, the phyfician, the mechanic; the 
clownifh, and the refpeétable farmer, ail of whom have different 
purfuits, or purfue the fame thing differently, and of courfe 
muft have different ideas and manners. When we take into view all 
thefe differences, (and all thefe differences exift in New-Jerfey, and 
many of them in all the other States) it cannot be expected that 
many general obfervations will apply. It may, however, in truth | 
be faid, that the people of New-Jerfey are generally induftrious, 
frugal and hofpitable. There are, comparatively, but few men of 

learning in the State, nor can it be faid, that the people in general 
have a tafte for the fciences. The poorer clafs, in which may be in- 
cluded a confiderable proportion of the inhabitants of the whole 
State, have been i inattentive to the education of their children, who are 
but too generally left to grow up in ignorance. There are, however, a 
number of gentlemen of the firft rank in abilities and learning in the 
civil offices of the State, and in the feveral learned profeffions. 

It is not the bufinefs of a geographer to compliment the ladies, nor 
would we be thought to do it when we fay, that there is at leaft as 
great a number of induftrious, difcreet, amiable, genteel and hand- 
fotiie women in New-Jerfey, in proportion to the number of inha- 
bitants, as in any of the Thirteen States. 


MANUFACTURES, TRADE, &c. 


The trade of this State is carried on almoft folely with and from 
thofe two great commercial cities, New-York on one fide, and Phi» 
fadelphia on the other, though it wants not good ports of its own. 
Several attempts have been made by the legiflature to fecure to the. 
State its own natural advantages, by granting extraordinary privi- 
leges to merchants who would fettle at Amboy and Burlington, two 
very commodious ports. But the people having long been accuf- 
tomed to fend their produce to the markets of Philadelphia and 
New-York, and of courfe having their correfpondencies eftablifhed, 
and their mode of dealing fixed, they find it difficult to turn their 
‘trade from the old channe!. Befides, in thefe large cities, where 
are fo many able merchants, and, fo many wants to be fupplied, 

credits 
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tredits are more eafily obtained, and a better and quicker market is » 
found for produce than could be expected in towns lefs populous and 
flourifhingy Thefe and other caufes of the fame kind have hitherto 
rendered abortive the encouragements held out by the legiflature. 

The articles exported, befides thofe already mentioned, are wheat, 
flour, horfes, live cattle, hams, which are celebrated as being among 
the beft in the world, umber, flax-feed, leather, iron in great quan- 
tities, in pigs and bars, and formerly copper.ore; but the mines 
have not been worked fince the commencement of the late war. 
The imports confift chielly of Weft-India goods. 

The manufactures of this State have hitherto been very Incon- 
fiderable, not fuflicient to fupply its own confumption, if we except 
the articles of iron, nails and leather. A {pirit of induftry and im- 
provement, particularly in manufactures, has, however, greatly in- 
creafed in the four laft years. Moft of the families in the country, 
and many in the populous towns, are clothed in ftrong, decent 
homefpun; and it is a happy circumftance for the country, that this 
plain American drefs is every day growing more fafhionable, not 
only in this but in all Aes States. 

In Trenton, Newark and Elizabeth-Town are feveral very valuable 
tan-yards, where leather in large quantities, and of an excellent qua- 
lity, is made and exported to the neighbouring markets. Steel was 
manufactured at Trenton in the time of the war, but not confidera- 
bly fiance. 

In Gloucefter county is a glafs-houle. Paper-mills and nail-ma- 
nufaftories are erected and worked to good advantage in feveral parts 
of the State. Wheat alfo is manufactured into flour, and Indian 
corn into meal, to good account, in the weftern counties, where 
wheat is the ftaple commodity. But the iron manufacture is of all 
others the greateft fource of wealth to the State. Jron works are 
erected in Gloucefter, Burlington, Suffex, Morris, and other coun- 
ties. The mountains in the county of Morris give rife to a number 
of ftreams neceffary and convenient for thefe works, and at the fame 
time furnifh a copious fupply of wood and ore of a fuperior quality. 
In this county alone are no lefs than feven rich iron mines, from 
which might be taken ore fufficient to fupply the United States ; and 
to work it into iron are two furnaces, two rolling and flitting mills, 
and about thirty forges, containing from two to four fires each. 
Thefe works produce annually about five hundred and forty tons of 
bar iron, eight hundred tons of, pig, befides large quantities of hol- 
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low ware, fheet iron and nail rods. In the whole State, it is fupe 
pofed there 1s yearly made about twelve hundred tons of bar iron, 
twelve hundred tons of pig, cight hunderd tons of nail rods, exclufive 


of hollow ware, and various other caftings, of which vaft quantities 


made. 

Early in the late war, a powder-mill was erected i in Mor riftown by. 
Colonel Ford, who was enabled, by the amp ejupply of falt-petre 
furnifhed by the patriotic inhabitants, to make a confiderable quan- 
tity of that valuable and neceffary article, at a time when it was moft 
needed; and when the enemy were at the door it afforded a timely 


fupply. 


A manufacturing company was incorporated, in 1791, by the lee 


giflature of this State, and favoured with very great privileges. The 
better to encourage every kind of manufacture, a fub{cription was 
opened, under the patronage of the fecretary of the treafury of the 
United States, for this important fervice. Each fubicriber promifed 
to pay, for every fhare annexed to his name, four hundred dollars 
to the truftees appointed to receive it. A fum of upwards of five 
hundred thoufand dollars was almoft immediately iubfcribed, and the 


dire&tors of the affociation have fince taken the proper meafures to — 


carry into effect their extenfive plan. ‘They have fixed on the Great 
Falls in Paffaik river, and the ground adjoining, for the erection of 
mills, and the town, which they call Paterfon, in honour of the 
prefent governor of New-Jerfey. Every advantage appears to be 
concentrated in this delightful fituation, to make it one of the moft 


eligible in the United States for the permanent eftablifhment of ma- | 


nufaétures. Already a large fum of money has been expended, and 
the works are in forwardnefs. “4 


Although the bulk of the inhabitants in this State are farmers, yet 


agriculture has not been improved (a few inftances excepted) to that 
degree, which from long experience we might rationally expect, and 
which the fertility of the foil, in many places, feems to encourage. 
A great part of the inhabitants are Dutch, who, although they are 
in general neat and induftrious farmers, have very little enterprife, 
and feldom adopt any new improvements in hufbandry, becaufe, 
through habits and want of education to expand and liberalife teir 
mindss they think their old modes of tilling the beft. Indeed, this 
is the cafe with the great body of the common people, and proves al« 
moit an infyrmountable obftacle to agricultural improvements. 


. 
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LITERATURE, IMPROVEMENTS, &c. 


‘There are two colleges in N ew-Jerfey ; one at Prince town, called 
Naffau-Hall; the other at Brunfwick, called Queen’s College. The 
college at Prince town was firft founded by charter from John Hamil- 


ton, Efq, Prefident of the Council, about the year 1738, and en- 
‘larged by Governor Belcher in 1747. The charter delegates a power 
-of granting to ‘¢ the {tudents of {aid college, or to any others thought 


worthy of them, all fuch degrees as are granted in either of the uni- 
verfities, or any other college in Great-Britain.” It has twenty-three 
truftees. ‘The governor of the State, and the prefident of the col- 


lege are, ex oficiis, two of them. It has an annual income of about 


nine hundred pounds currency, of which two hundred pounds arife 
from funded public fecurities and lands, and the reft from the fees of 
the ftudents. 

The prefident of the college is alfo profeffor of eloquence, criti- 
cifm and chronology. The vice-prefident is alfo profeffor of divinity 
and moral philofophy, There is alfo a profeflor of mathematics 
and natural philofophy, and two matters of languages. The four 
clailes in college contain commonly from feventy to one hundred ftu- 
dents. There is a grammar-{chool of about twenty fcholars, con- 
nected with the college, under the fuperintendance of the prefident, 
and taught fometimes by a fenior fcholar, and fometimes by a 
graduate, | 

Before the war, this college was furnifhed with a philofophical 
apparatus, worth five hundred pounds, which (except the elegant 
orrery conftructed by Mr. Rittenhoufe) was almoft entirely deftroyed 
by the Britifh army in the late war, as was alio the hbrary, which 
now confifts of between two and three thouiand volumes, 

The college edifice is handfomely built with ftone, and is one hun- 
dred and eighty feet in length, fifty-four in breadth, and four ftories 
high, and is divided into forty-two convenient chambers for the ac- 
commodation of the ftudents, befides a dining-hal', chapel, and room 
for the library. Its fituation is elevated, and exceedingly pleafant 
and healthful. It is remarkable, that fince the removal of the college 


Ao Prince town, in 1756, there have been but five or fix deaths among 


the ftudents. The view from the college balcony is extenfive and 


gharming. 
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The college has been under the care of a fucceflion of prefidents, 
eminent for picty and learning, and has furnifhed a number of ci- 
vilians, divines and phyficians, of the firft rank in America. 

‘The charter for Queen’s College, at Brunfwick, was granted juft 
before the war, in confequence of an application from a bedy of the 
Butch church. Its funds, raifed wholly by free donations, amount- 
ed, foon after “its eftablifhment, to four thoufand pounds, but they 
were confiderably diminithed by the war. The grammar-{chool, 
which is connected with the college, confifts of between thirty and 
forty ftudents, under the care of the trnitees. The college at prefent 
is not in a very flourifhing fate. 

There are a number of good academies in this State; one at Free- 
hold in the county of Monmouth; another at Trenton, in which are 
about eighty ftudents in the different branches; it has a fund of about 
ene hundred and fifty pounds per annum, arifing from the intereft 
en public fecurities; another in Hackinfack, in the county of Ber- 
gen, of upwards of an hundred fcholars ; mftrudtion and board are 
{aid to be cheaper here than in any other part of the State. ‘There 
ts another flourifhing academy at Orangedale, in the county of Effex, 
confifting of nearly as many {cholars as any of the others, furnifhed 
with able inftru€ors and good accommodations. Another has lately 
Been opened at Elizabeth town, and confifts of upwards of twenty 
fiudents in the languages, and is increafing. An academy, by the 
same of Burlington academy, has lately been eftablifhed ateBurling~ 
ton, under the direction of feven truftees, and the inftruction of two 
preceptors. The fyftem of education adopted in this academy is de~ 
fioned to prepare the fcholars for the ftudy of the more difficult claffics 
and the higher branches of fcience in a college or univerfity. At 
- Newark, an academy was founded in June 1792, and promifes to 
be a ufeful inftitution. Befides thefe, there are grammar {chools at 
Springfield, Morriftown, Bordentown, Amboy, &c. There are no 
regular eftablifhments for common fchools in the State. ‘The ufual 
mode of education is for the inhabitants of a village or neighbour- 
hood to join in affording a temporary fupport for a fchoolmatter, 
upon fuch terms as are mutually agreeable., But the encouragement 
which thefe occafional teachers meet with, is generally fuch, as that 


no perfon of abilities adequate to the bufinefs will undertake it; and. 


of courfe, little advantage is derived from thefe fchools. The ime 
provement in thefe common {chools is generally in proportion to the 


pay of the teacher. It is therefore much to be regretted that the - 
; fl 
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legiflature do not take up this fubje@t, and adopt fuch method of 


fupporting public fchools as has been practifed upon with vifible 
good fuccefs in fome of the New-England States. 

There is a medical fociety in this State, confifting of about thirty 
ef their moft refpectable phyficians, who meet twice a year. No 
perfon is admitted to the practice of phytic without a licence from 
the fupreme court, founded on a certificate from this fociety, or at 
leaft two of its Call teftifying his fkill and abilities. It is re= 
markable, that in the county of Cape May no regular phyfician has 
ever found fupport. Medicine has been adminiftered by women, ex- 


cept in fome extraordinary cafes. 


CONSTITUTION, 


The following is the conftitution of this State : 

Whereas all the conftitutional authority ever poffeffed by the kings 
of Great-Britain over thefe colonies, or their other dominions, was 
by compact derived from the people, and held of them for the com- 
mon intereft of the whole fociety, allegiance and protection are, in 


‘the nature of things, reciprocal ties, each equally depending upon 


the other, and liable to be diffolved by the other’s being refufed or 
withdrawn. And whereas George the Third, King of Great-Britain, 
has refufed protection to the good people of thefe colonies ; and, 
by affenting to fundry acts of the Britifh Parliament, attempted to | 
fubje€t them to the abfolute dominion of that body ; and has alfo 
made war upon them in the moft cruel and unnatural manner, for 
no other caufe than afferting their juft rights ; all civil authority 
under him is neceffarily at an end, and a diffolution of government 
in each colony has confequently taken place. 

And whereas in the prefent deplorable fituation of thefe colonies, 
expofed to the fury ‘of a cruel and relentleis enemy, fome form of 
gover nment is abfolutely neceffary, not only for the prefervation of 
good order, but alfo the more effectually to unite the people, and 
enable them to exert their whole force in their own neceflary de~ 
fence ; ; and as the honourable the Continental Congrefs, the fupreme 
council of the American colonies, has advifed fuch of the colonies 
as have not yet gone into the meafure, to adopt for themfelves re- 
fpectively fuch government as fhall bef conduce to their own hap- 
pinels and fafety, and the well- being of America in general; we, the 
reprefentatives of the colony of New-Jerfey, having been elected by 
all the counties in the freeft manner, and in Congrefs affembled, 


Vou. II. 3D have, 
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have, after mature deliberations, agreed upon a fet of charter righty 
and the form of a conftitution, in manner following, viz. 


: 


I, That the government of this province fhall be vefted in a Go- 


vernor, Legiflative Cewncil and General Affembly. 

Ii. That the Legiflative Council and General Affembly thall be 
chofen, for the firft time,’on the fecond Tuefday in Auguft next; 
the members whereof fhall be the fame in number and qualifications 
as is herein’ after mentioned; and fhall be and’ remain vefted with all 
the powers and authority to be held by any future Legiflative Coun- 
cil and Affembly of this colony, until the fecond Tuefday in Oéto- 
ber which fhall be in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hun- 
dred ‘and feventy-feven. 

III. That on the fecond Tuefday in October yearly, and every 


year for ever, (with the privilege of adjourning from day to day, as. ~ 
occafion may require) the counties fhall feverally chufe one perfon 


to be a member of the Legiflative Council of this colony, who fhall 
be and have been for one whole year next before the election, an 


Inhabitant and freeholder in the county in which he is chofen, and ~ 


- worth at leaft one thoufand pounds, proclamation money, of real 
and perional eftate within the faid county: that, at the fame time, 
éach county fhall alfo chufe three members of Affembly ; provided, 
that no perion fhall be entitled toa feat in the faid Affembly, unlefs 
he be and have been for one whole year next before the election an 
inhabitant of the county he is to reprefent, and worth five hundred 


pounds, proclamation money, in real and perfonal eftate, in the fame 


county: that on the fecond Tuefday next after the day of election, 
the Council and Affembly fhall feparately meet ; and that the con- 
fent of both Houfes fhall be neceffary to every law ; provided, that 
feven fhall be a quortim of the Council for doing bufinefs, and that 
no law. fhall pats, unlefs there be a majority of all the reprefenta- 
tives of each body perfonally prefent, and agreeing thereto. Pro- 
wided always, that if a majority of the reprefentatives of this pro- 


‘vince, in Council and General Affembly convened, fhall, at any time, 


or times hereafter, judge it equitable and proper to add to or di- 
minifh the number or proportion of the members of Affembly for 
any county or counties in this colony, then, and in fuch cafe, the 
fame may, on the principles of more equal reprefentation, be law- 
fully done, any thing in this charter to the contrary notwithftanding, 
fo that the whole number of reprefentatives in Affembly fhall not at 
any time be lefs than thirty-nine, 


iv 
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IV. That all the inhabitants of this colony of full age, who are 
worth fifty. pounds, proclamation money, clear eftate in the fame, and 
have refided within the county in which they claim a vote, tor twelve 
months immediately preceding the election, fhall be entitled to vote 
for reprefentatives in Council and Affembly : and allo for all other 
public officers that fhall be elected by the people of the county at 
large. 

V. That the Affembly, when met, fhall have power to choofe a 

{peaker, and other their officers; to be judges of the qualifications and 
elections of their own members; fit upon their own adjournments 5 
‘prepare bills to be paffed into laws ; and to empower their fpeaker 
to convene them, whenever aly extraordinary occurrence fhall render 
it neceflary. 
- VI. That the Council fhall have power to prepare bills to pafs inte 
Jaws, and have other like powers as the Affembly, and in all re- 
{pects to be a free and independent branch oi the Jegitiature of this co- 
lony ; fave only, that they fhall not prepare or alter any money bill, 
which fhall be the privilege of the Affembly. That the Council fhall 
from time to time be convened by the governor or vice-pretident, but 
muft be convened at all times when the Affembly fits; for which pure 
pofe the fpeaker of the Houfe of Affembly fhall always immediately 
after an adjournment give notice to the governor or vice-prefident of 
the. time and place to which the Houfe is adjourned. | 

VII. That the Council and Affembly jointly, at their firft meeting’ 
after each annual ele€tion, fhall, by a majority of votes, elect fome fit 
perfon within the colony 0 be governor for one year, who fhall be 
conftant prefident of the council, and have a cafting vote in their 
proceedings, and the Council themielves fhall chootea vice-prefident, 
who {hall aét as fuch in the ablence of the governor, 

VUI. That the governor, or, in his abience, the vice-prefident of 
the council, fhall have the fupreme executive power, be chan- 
cellor of the colony, and aét as captain-general and commander in 
chief of all the militia and other military“force in this colony ; 
and that any three or more of the council fhall, at all times bea 
privy-council to confult them ; and that the governor be ordinary, 0 or 
furrogate-general. 

IX. That the governor and council, feven whereof fhall be a 
quorum, be the court of appeals in the laft refort in all cafes of law, 
as heretofore ; and that they poffefs the power of granting pardons 

2 Dig. to 


| 
| 
| 
| 
/ F ® 
. ‘ 
: 


388 GENERAL DESCRIPTION 


to criminals after condemnation, in all cafes of treafon, felony, or a 
other offences. . 

X. That captains, and all other inferior officers of the militia, fhall a 
be chofen by the companies in the refpeéctive counties ; but field and — 
general officers by the Council and Affembly. : 

XI. That the Council and Affembly fhall have power to make the — ? 
great feal of this colony, which fhall be kept by the governor, ‘or in . 
“his abfence, by the vice-prefident of the council, to be ufed by them 
‘as oceafion may require; and it fhall be called, the great /cal of the 
colony of New-Ferfey. |  - 

XU. That the judges of the fupreme court fhall continue in office © : 
for feven years; the judges of the inferior court of common — 
pleas in the feveral counties, juftices of the peace, clerks of the fu-~ 


Ss 
“ 
q 
im 
‘preme court, clerks of the inferior court of common pleas and — . 

| 4. ‘4 
quarter feffions, the attorney-general, and provincial fecretary, — i 


‘fhall continue in office for five years; and the provincial treafurer : 

fhall continue in office for one year ; and that they fhall be, feverally 
appointed by the Council and Affembly in manner aforefaid, and ‘| 
commiffioned by the governor, or-in his abfence the vice-prefident — 5 
‘of the council. Provided always, that the faid officers feverally, — 
fhall be capable of being re-appointed at the end of the terms feverally 
‘before limited ; and that any of the faid officers fhall be liable to be 
difmiffed, when adjudged guilty of mifbehaviour, by the Council on 
an impeachment of the Affembly. | 
XII]. That the inhabitants of each county, qualified to vote as afore- 
faid, fhall, at.the time and place of electing their reprefentatives, an- 
-nually: eleét one fheriff, and one or more coroners; and that they 
may re-elect the fame perfon to fuch offices until he fhall have ferved 
three years, but no longer; after which three years muft elapfe be- 
fore the fame perfon is capable of being elected again. When the © 
election is certified to the governor or vice-prefident, under the hands” 
of fix freeholders of the county for which they were eleéted, they ~ 
flall be immediately Sen OnSe to ferve in their refpective of- : 
fices. , 
XIV. That the fowni ities at their annual town meetings for oles 
ing other officers, fhall chuie conftables for the diftricts refpectively ; 
‘and alfo three, or more judicious frecholders of good charaéter, to 
hear and finally dete:mine all appeals relative to unjuit affefiments | 
in cafes of public taxation ;- which commiffioners, of appeal flall, » 
for that purpofe,’ fit at fame {uitable time or times to be by 4 
them 
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them appointed, and made known to the 2p by advertife- 
ments. 

XV. That the laws of the colony fhall Bosh in the following ftile, 
viz. Be it enatted by the Council and General Affembly of this colony, 
and it is hereby enaéled by authority of the fame: that all commifhons 
granted by the governor or vice-prefident fhall run thus, The colony 
of New-Ferfey, to A.B. &e. greeting 3 and that all writs fhall like- 
wife run in the name of the colony: and that all indiétments fhall 
conclude in the following maoner, viz. Againf? the peace of this colony, 
the government and dignity of the fame. 

“XVI. That all criminals hall be admitted to the fame  pri- 
vileges of witneffes and counfel, as their profecutors are or fhall be 
entitled to. B's 
, XVI. That the eftates of fuch perfons as fhall deftroy their own 
lives fhall not, for that offence, be forfeited, but fhall defcend in the 
fame manner as they would have done, had fuch perfons died in the 
natural way; nor fhall any article which may occafion accidentally the 
death of any one, be henceforth deemed a deodand, or in any wiife 
forfeited on account of fuch misfortunes. 

XVIII. That no perfon fhall ever within this colony be deprived of 
the ineftimable privilege of worfhipping Almighty God in a man- 
ner agreeable to the dictates of his own confcience; nor under any 
pretence whatever be compelled to attend any place of worfhip, con- 
trary to his own faith and judgment ; nor fhall any perfon within this- 
colony ever be obliged to pay tithes, taxes, orany other rates, for the 
purpote of building or repairing any other church or churches, place 
or places of worfhip, or for the maintenance of any minifter or mi- 
niftry, contrary to what he believes to be right, or has i: ess or 
voluntarily engaged himfelf to perform. | 

XIX. That there fhall be no eftablifiment of any one religious fect ; 
in this province, in preference to another ; and that no Proteftant inha- 
bitant of this colony fhail be denied the enjoyment of any civil right, 

merely on account of his religious principles ; but that all perfons, 
profeffing a belief in the faith of any Proteftant fe&, who fhall demean 
themfelves peaceably under the government as hereby eftablithed, 
fiiall be capable of being elected into any office of profit or truft, or | 
being a member of either branch of the Jegiflature; and fhall fully 
and freely enjoy every privilege and immunity enjoyed by others their 
fellow fubjects. 

XX. That 
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XX. That the legiflative department of this government may, ag. : 
much as poflible, be preferved from all fufpicion of corruption, none 


of the judges of the fupreme or other courts, fheriffs, or any other 


perfon or perfons poffeffed of any polt of profit under the govern. ~ 
ment, other than juftices of the peace, fhall be entitled toa feat in the — 
Affembly ; but that on his being elected and taking his feat, his of. 


fice or poft fhall be confidered as vacant. 
XXI. That all the laws of this province contained in the edition 


lately publifhed by Mr. Allinfon, fhall be and remain in full force, © 


until altered by the legiflature of this colony, fuch only excepted as 


are incompatible with this chaiter, and fhall be, according as hereto- — 
fore, regarded in all refpeéts by all civil officers, and others the good 


people of this province. 
XXII. That the common law of England, as well as fo much of 


the {tatute law as has been heretofore praétifed in this colony, fhall a 
ftill remain in force, until they fhall be altered by a future law of the ~ 


Jegiflature ; fuch parts only excepted as are repugnant to the rights and 


privileges contained in this charter; and that the ineftimable right of 
trial by jury fhall remain confirmed, as a part of the law of this cos” 


jony, without repeal for ever. 


XXII. That every perfon who fhall be eleéted as aforefaid to bea 


member of the Legiflative Council or Houfe of Affembly, fhall, pre- 
vious to his taking his feat in Council or Aflembly, take the following 
eath or afirmation, viz. 

“¢ ] A.B. do folemnly declare, that as a member of the Legiflative 
Council or Affembly, as the cafe may be, of the colony of New- 
Jerfey,.I will not affent to any Jaw, vote, or proceeding, which fhall 
appear to me injurious to the public welfare of faid colony ; nor that 
fhall annul or repeal that part of the third feGtion in the charter of 
this colony, which eftablifhes that the eleCtions of members of the 
Legiflative Council and Affembly fhall be annuals nor that part of 
the twenty-feconddedtion im faid charter, refpecting the trial by jury, 


nor that fhall annul, repeal, or alter any part or parts of the eigh- — 


teenth or nineteenth fections of the fame.” 


And any perion or perfons who fhall be elected as aforefaid, /18 3 
hereby impowered to adminifter to the faid members the faid oath or © 


aiiirmation. | 
Provided always, that it is the true intent and meaning of. this 
congrefs, that ifa reconciliation between Great-Britain in thefe colo- 


nies fhould take place, and the latter be taken again under the protece - 
I tion ~ 
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tion tana government of ds erouiek Britain, this charter fhall be null 


and void, otherwife to remain firm and inviolable. 


COURTS OF JUSTICE, LAWS, &c. 
T** courts of juftice in this State are, firft, Juices Courts. A 


“competent number of perfons are appointed in each county by the 


Council and Affembly in joint meeting, who are called juftices of the 
peace, and continue in oflice five years; who, befides being confer- 
vators of the peace, agreeably to the Englifh laws, are authorized 
to hold courts for the trial of caufes under twelve pounds, 
From, this court, perfons aggrieved may appeal to the quarter 
feffions. 

Secondly, Courts of Quarter Seffions of the Peace are held quar- 
terly in every county, by at leaft three of the juitices. This court 
takes cognizance of breéches of the peace, and is generally regulated 
by the rules of the Englifh law, 

Thirdly, Courts of Common Pleas, which are held seihecia. by 
judges appointed for that purpofe, in the fame manner as the juf+ 


‘tices of the peace, and who are commonly of their number, and hold 


their commiffions five years, This court may be held by a fingle 


_jadge, and has cognizance of demands to any amount, and is 


conftruGed on, and goreenes: by the eaprane of the Englifh 
laws. 

Fourthly, Supreme Courts, seiaiet are held four times in a yeary 
at Trenton, by three judges appointed for that purpofe, who hold’ 


their offices three years ;, but one judge only is neceflary to the hold» - 


ing this court.’ This court has cognizance of all actions, both civiland 
criminal, throughout the State, having the united authority of the 
courts of king’s bench, common pleas, and exchequer inEngland. The 
courts of oyer and terminer and nifi prius, commonly held once a 
year in each county, for the trial of caufes arifing in the county, and 
brought to iffue in the fupreme court, are properly branches of this 


~ eourt, and are held by one of the judges of it, except that in the courts 


. 
. 


of oyer and terminer, fome of the gentlemen of the county are always 
added in the commiffion as afliftants to the judge; but they cannot 
“hold the court without him. 

Fifthly, Orphan's Courts, lately eftablithed by a&t of Affembly, 
are held by the judges of the court of common pleafe, ew oficiis, 
and have ace of all matters relating to wills, adminiftra- 


| tions, &c. 


sixthly, 
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Sixthly, Court of Chancery, held by the governor ex officio, als -; 
ways open. It isa court of law and equity, founded on the fame © 


principles, and governed by the fame rules as the court of chancery 
in England. ~ . , 


Seventhly, High Court of Errors and Appeals, compofed ct the ; 
governor, and feven of the council, and is a court of appeals in the rr 


laft refort in all cafes of law. 

All the Englith laws which have been prattifed upon in the State, 
and which are not repugnant to revolution principles; were adopted 
by the conftitution, and very few alterations of confequence have 
fince been made, except in the defcent of the real eftates,; which, ins 


ftead of defcending to the eldeft fon, agreeable to the old feudal fy — 


tem, ‘as formerly, are now divided, where there is no will, two 
fhares to each fon, and one flaare to each dauyhter, i. e. the fons have 
double the daughter’s portions, but all the tons have equal portion, 
and all the daughters. 

No perfon is permitted to practife as an eS in any court with- 


out a licence from the governor. ‘This cannot be obtained unlefs the — 


candidate fhould be above twenty-one years of agé, and fhall have 


ferved a regular clerkthip with fome licenfed attorney for four years, — 
and have taken.a degree in fome public college, otherwife he muff © 


ferve five years. This regulation is confidered by fome as a depre- 
ciation of rights in regard to citizens of other States, and a bar to the 


progre{fs of knowledge. He muft alfo fubmit to an examination by_ 


three of the moft eminent counfellors in the State, in the prefence of 
the judges of the fupreme court. After three years practice as an ate 
torney, he becomes a candidate for a counfellor’s licence, which is 
granted on a like examination. Many of the people kere, however, 
as in other States, think, becaufe perhaps they are inftruments in 
obliging them to pay their debts, that the lawyers know too much. 
But their knowledge will not injure thofe who are innocent, and 
who will let them alone. Experience has verified this obfervation in 


the county of Cape May. No lawyer lives within fixty miles of that ~ 


county, and it is feldom that they attend their courts. 


MILITARY. STRENGTH. 


The military ftrength of New-Jerfey confifts of a meas of be- 
tween thirty and forty thoufand men. 
This State was the feat of war for feveral years, during the conteff 


between Great-Britain and America. Her loffes both of men and 


Oi property, 
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property, in proportion to the population and wealth of the State, was 
greater than any other of the thirteen States. When General Wath- 
ington was retreating through the Jerfeys, almoft forfaken by all 
‘others, her militia were at all times obedient to his orders ; and. for 
2 confiderable length of time, compofed the .ftrength of his army. 
There is hardly a town in the State that lay in the progrefs of the 
Britifh army, that was not rendered fignal by fome enterprize or ex- 
ploit. At Trenton the enemy received a check, which may be faid 
‘with juftice to have turned the tide of war. At Prince town, the feat 
‘of the mufes, they received another, which, united, obliged them 
to retire with precipitation, and take refuge in difgraceful winter 
quarters. But whatever honour this State might derive from the re- 
dation, it is not our bufinefs to enter upon an otherwife unprofitable 
defcription of battles or fieges; we’ leave this to the pen of the hif~ 
torian, whofe objec is to furnifh a minute detail of ‘every occurring 
‘circumftance, and only obferve in general, that the many military 
achievements performed by the Jerfey foldiers, give this State one 
of the firft ranks among her fifters in a military ‘view, and entitle 
her toa fhare of praife in the accomplifhment of the late glorious 
‘evolution, that bears no proportion to her fize. 
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STATE OF 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


sffUATION AKD BOUNDARIES. 4 


Tuts State is fituated between 0° 20’ eaft, and 50° weft longls | a 
tude; and between 39° 43’, and 42° north latitude. Its length is 
two hundred and eighty-eight miles, and its breadth one hundred 
and fifty-fix. It is bounded eaft by Delaware river, which divides it : 
from New-Jerfey ; north, by New-York, and a territory of about. ” 
two hundred and two thoufand acres, on lake Erie, purchafed of Cons — by 
gtefs by this State; north-weft, by a part of lake Erie, where there ~ 
is a edod port ; weft, by the weftern territory, and a part of Vir- ) 
ginia; fouth, by apart of Virginia, Maryland, and ee The * 
State lies in the form of a parallelogram. = 
3 

FACE OF THE COUNTRY, &c. 

This part of the Union is well watered, here are fix con- 4 
fiderable rivers, which, with their numerous branches, penin- 
fulate the whole State, viz. Fhe Delaware, Schuylkill, Sulquesam 
hannah, Youghiogeny, Monongahela, and Allegany. The bay — 
and river Delaware are navigable from the fea up to the great 
or lower falls at Trenton, one huadred and fifty-five miles; and 
are accommodated with a light houfe, on cape Henlopen, and with — 
buoys and piers for the direction and fafety of fhips. The diftance / 
of Philadelphia from the fea is about fixty miles acrofs the land ina 
fouth-weft courfe, to the New-Jerfey coaft, and one hundred and — 
twenty miles by the fhip channel of the Delaware. So far it is navi- 
gable for a feventy-four gun fhip. Sloops go thirty-five miles farthery 
to Trenton falls. The river is navigable for boats that carry eight or 
~ nine tons, an hundred miles farther, and for Indian canoes, ee 


Eafton it receives the Lehigh from the weft, which is navigable thirty 
miles. The tide fets up ashighas Trenton falls, and at Philadelphia — 


3 é ifeo 


feveral fmall falls or portages, one hundred and filty miles. At 
q 
: 


a 
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tifes generally about five or fix feet, A north-eaft and eaft wind 


raifes it higher. 


Between cape Henlopen and cape May is the entrance into the De- 
laware bay. The entrance into the river is twenty miles farther up, 
at Bombay Hook, where the river is four or five miles wide, from 
Bombay Hook to Reedy-Iland is twenty miles. This ifland is the 
rendezvous of outward-bound fhips in autumn and {PEMD waiting for 


| a favourabl le wind. The cour(e from this to the feaisS. 5. E. fo thata 


N. W. wind, which is the prevailing wind in thefe feafons, is fair 
for veffels to put out to fea. This river is generally frozen one or 


two months in the year at Philadelphia, fo as to prevent navigation, 


but veffels may at all times make a fecure harbour at port Penn, at 


Reedy-Ifland, where piers have been ereéted by the State. Veffels 


are generally from twelve to twenty-four hours in afcending this 
beautiful river to Philadelphia; and the navigation is fafe, and 
in the milder feafons, efpecially in the fummer, is indefcribably 


-pleafant. 


From Chefter to Philadelphia, twenty miles by water, and fifteen 
by land, the channel of the river is narrowed by iflands of marth, 
which are generally banked and turned into rich and iss Sapo | va- 
luable meadows. 7 

Billinfport, twelve miles below Philadelphia, was fortified in the 
late war for the defence of the channel. Oppofite this fort, feveral 
large frames of timber, headed with iron fpikes, called chevaux de 
frizes, were funk to prevent the Britifh fhips from paifing. Since 
the peace, a curious machine has been invented in Philadelphia to 
raife them. 
~The Schuylkill rifes north-weft of the Kittatinny mountains, 


through which it paffes, into a fine champaign country, and runs, 


from its fource, upwards of one-hundred and twenty miles in a fouth- 
eait direction, and pafling through the limits of the city of Philadel- 


_ phia, falls into the Delaware oppofite Mud-Ifland, fix or feven miles 
phia, Ph ? 


below the city. It is navigable from above Reading, eighty-five or 
ninety miles to its mouth. here are four floating bridges thrown 
acrots it, made of logs fattened together, and lying upon the water, 
in the vicinity of Philadelphia. 

The north-eaft branch of the Sufquehannah river rifes in lakes Ot- 
fego and Otego, in the State of New-York, and runs in fuch a wind- 
ing courfe as to crofs the boundary line between New-York and 
pai vane three times. It receives Tyoga river, one of its prin- 

g3E2 cipal 
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cipal branches, in latitude 41° 57’, three miles fouth of the boums 


dary line. ‘The Sufquehannah branch is navigable for batteaux to, . 


its fource, whence to Mohawk river is but twenty miles. The 
Tyoga branch is navigable fifty miles for batteaux ; and its fource is 
but a few miles from the Cheneflee, which empties into lake Ontario. 
From Tyoga point, the river proceeds fouth-eaft to. Wyoming 
without any obftruction by falls, and then fouth-eaft, over Wyo~ 
ming falls, till at Sunbury, in about latitude 41°, it meets the weft 
branch of Sufquehannah, which is navigable ninety miles from its 
mouth, and fome of the branches of it are navigable fifty miles, and 
approach very near fome of the boatable branches of the Allegany 
river. This noble river is paffable to Middletown, below Harris’ 
_ ferry, with boats, carrying feveral hundred bufhels, and with rafts 
of boards, &c. from the State of New-York, as well as down the 
Tyoga, and Juniata branches, feveral hundred miles, in their dif- 
ferent windings, but it is attended with difficulty and danger on ac- 
count of the numerous falls below Middletown. About fifteen miles 
above Harrifburg, it receives the Juniata from the north-welt, pro- 
ceeding from the Allegany mountains, and flowing through a moun, 
tainous, broken, yet cultivable country. This river is navigable 
one hundred and twenty miles from its mouth. 

The Swetara, which falls into the Sufquehannah from the north- 
eaft, is navigabie fifteen miles. About half a mile from the mouth 
of this river, and a mile from Middletown, is a grift mill, which 
merits particular notice. It is a very large and handfome ftone build- 
ing, has four pair of ftones, and is, perhaps, in every refpect one 
of the moft complete in the State.. But the moft remarkable circum- 
ftance relative to it, is the race, which is a canal from twenty to 
thirty feet wide, and carried with fuch a degree of. boldnefs to a 
length of four hundred and feventy-fix rods or perches, through, 


rocks and hills, and every obftacle in its courfe, as cannot fail to exs. 


cite a very high idea of the enterprize and perfevering induftry of 
Mr. George Frey, the undertaker and owner. 

From Swetara to the Tulpehoken branch of Schuylkiil, a canal 
and lock navigation is undertaken, and the works commenced, by 
an incorporated company whofe capital is four hundred thoufand 
dollars. This leads through the Schuylkill to Philadelphia. When 
this fhall be effected, a paffage will be open to Philadelphia from the 
Juniata, the Tyoga, and the eaft and weit branches of the Sufque- 
hannah, which waters at Jeaft fifteen millions of acres. From 


this 


SS 


— 
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this junction, the general courfe of the Sufquehannah is about 
fouth- eaft until it falls into the head of the Chefapeak bay at Havre 
de Grace. It is above a mile wide at its mouth, and is navigable 
for fea veffels but about five miles, on account of its rapids. The 
banks of the river are very romantic, particularly where it pafles 
through the mountains. This paflage has every appearance of having 
been forced through by the preffure of the water, or of having been 
burft open by fome convulfion in nature. 

The feveral branches of the Yovighiogeny river rife on the wet 
fide of the Allegany mountains. After running a fhort diftance, 


they unite and form a large beautiful river, which, in paffing fome 


of the moft weftern ridges of the mountain, precipitates itfelf over.a 
Tevel ledge of rocks, ‘bying nearly at right angles to the courfe of the 


fiver. Thefe falls, called the Ohiopyle falls, are about twenty feet 
pies perpendicular height, and the river is perhaps eighty yards wide, 


For a confiderable diftance below the falls, the water is very rapid, 


and boils and foams vehemently, occafioning a continual mift to rie 


- from it, even at noon day, and in fair weather. The river at this 
_. place runs to the fouth-weft, but prefently winds round to the northe 
weit, and continuing this courfe for thirty or forty miles, it lufes its 


‘name by uniting with the Monongahela, which comes from the 


- fouthward, and contains, perhaps, twice as much water. Thefe 


united ftreams,. fhortly after their junction, mingle with the 
waters of the Allegany and Pittfburgh, and together form the grand 


(7 Fiver Ohio. 


The Monongahela. has been. already particularly deferibed, and 
fome obfervations made on the navigation of the Al legany. In ad- 
dition it may be obferved, that at the junction of French creek, which 
comes from the north-weit, with the Allegany, are the remains of a 
a Britifh fortification; and about a mile above is Fort Franklin, 
built in 1787, and then guarded by a company of American foldiers. 
The Pennfylvania north line crofles French creek about three miles 
above Le Beeuf, where there was formerly aiort. From Le Beeuf 
to Prefqueifle, fifteen or fixteen miles, is an old waggon road, cut 
by the French in the war of 1755. Ihe lands on French creek 
are very rich, and moftly cleared, which is an evidence that its for- 
mer Indian inhabitants were numerous. Fourteenmiles from the 
-mouth of this creek is a gentle rapid, thence to its mouth it is flow, 
deep, and imooth, 

| There 
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There is {aid to be a practicable communication ‘between the q 
fouthern branch of the Tyoga and the branch of the Allegany, the 
head waters of which are but a fhort diftance from each other. The 
Seneca Indians fay they can walk four times in a day, from the 
boatable waters of Allegany to thofe of the Tyoga, at the place now 
mentioned. And between the Sufquehannah, juft before it croffes 


into Pennfylvania the firft time, and the Delaware, is a portage of 
only twelve miles. Rafts of timber, plank, boards, and ftaves, 
with other articles upon them, can be brought down the Delaware 
from the counties of Montgomery and Otfego in New-York, two 
hundred miles above the city by the courfe of the river. Some mo- 
ney was expended by the government and landholders in‘impreving — 
the navigation up towards the fource, beforé the revolution, and 
there has been a furvey fince made, for the purpofe of proceeding in 
the improvement of this and the other principal rivers of Pennfylva- 
nia, and for making communications by canals in the improved part, 
and by roads in the unimproved part of the State. Great progrefs 
has already been made in thefe improvements, and the exertions for 


= \ oa ") Gi one 


their completion are ftill continued. The Pennfylvanians are much 
inchned to fuch enterprizcs, having found great benefit from them. 
On the completion. of the prefent:plans, the State will be as conveni- 

ently interfected by roads as any other of its fize in the Union, * 


~ 


_which will greatly facilitate the fettlement of its new lands. A flight 
view of the map of Pennfylvania will fhew how finely this State is 
watered by the Delaware and its branches, the Schuylkill, the Ju- 
niata, the Sufquehannah and its branches, the Ohio, the Allegany, 
Youghiogeny, and Monongahela. The Potomak and lake Erie alfo ; 
afford profpeéts of confiderable benefit from their navigation. Na- 
ture has ‘done much for Pennfylvania in ‘regard to inland water car- 
riage, which is ftrikingly exemplified by this fa&, that although Phila- 

delphiaand lake Erie are diftant from each other above three hundred 

miles, there is nd doubt but that the rivers of the State may be fo im- 
proved, as to reduce the land carriage between them-nine tenths. In ~ 
the fame way the navigation to Pittfburg, after due improvement, . ‘ 
may be ufed inftead ‘of land carriage for the whol e diflance, except 
twenty-three miles. By thefe routs it is clear, that alarge proportion 7 
of the foreign ar ticles ufed on the weftern waters muft be tran{ported, 
and their furs, fkins, ginfeng, hemp, flax, pot afh, and other va-~ — 
luable commodities, brought to Philadelphia. The hemp and oak ‘ 
timber for the Ruffian navy is tranfported by inland navigation one , 


thoufand 
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thoufand two hundred miles, and yet hemp is fhipped: from that 
-kingdem ‘on lower terms than from any other part of the known 
world. Ruffia, long fince the fettlement of Pennfylvania by civilifed 
and enlightened people, was in a fate of abfolute barbarifm, and 
deftitute of thefe improvements: much, therefore, is to be expeéted 
from the continued exertions of the prudent, induftrious, and fen- 
fible inhabitants ef Pennfylvania, in’ the courfe of the prefent 
century. 

One remark muft not be omitted here, and that is, that in all the 
back country waters of this State, even in thofe high up in the 
mountains, marine petrifactions are found in great abundance. 

The only fwamps worth noticing are, the Great Swamp, between 
Northampton and Luzerne counties, and Butialoe Swamp in the State” 
of New-York, fome diftance north of the Pennfylvania line. Thefe 
fwamps, on examination and furvey, are found to be bodies of farm ~ 
land, thickly covered with beach and fugar maple. 

A confiderable proportion of this State may be called mountain- 
ous; particularly the counties of Bedford, Huntingdon, Cumber- 
land, part of Franklin, Dauphin, and part of Bucks and Northamp- 
ton, through which pafs, under various names, the numerous ridges 
and fpurs, which collectively form what we chufe to call, for the 
fake of clearnefs, The Great Range of Allegany Mountains. The 
principal ridges in this range, in Pennfylvania, are the Kittatinny, 
or Blue mountains, which pafs north of Nazareth in Northampton 
county, and purfue a fouth-weft courfe acrofs the Lehigh, through 
Dauphin county, juft above Harrifburg, thence on the weft fide of 
the Sufquehannah through Cumberland and Franklin counties. Back 
of thefe, and nearly parallel with them, are Peter’s, Tufcarra, and 
Nefcopek mountains, on the eaft of the Sufquehannah ; and on the 
weft, Shareman’s hills, Sideling hilis, Ragged, Great Warriors, 
Evit’s and Will’s mountains; then the great Allegany ridge, which 
being the largeft, gives its name to the whole range ; weft of this are 
the Chefnut ridges. Between the Juniata and the weft branch of the: 
Sufquehannah are Jack’s, Tufly’s, Nittiny, and Bald Eagle moun- 
tains. The vales between thefe mountains are generally of a'rich, 
black foil, fuited to the various kinds of grain and grafs. Some of 
the mountains will admit of cultivation almoft to their tops. The 
‘other parts of the, State are generally level, or agreeably variegated 
with hills and vallies. . ; | : 

In 


' 
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In this connection, we beg leave to introduce the remarks of Mrs 
Charles Thompfon, the late fecretary: of Congrefs, which were fugs 
gefted on his reading Mr. Jefferfon’s defcription of the paflage of the 
Potomak through the Blue ridge. ** The refle@ions I was led into 
on viewing this paflage of the Potomak through the Blue ridge were, 
that this country muft have fuffered fome violent convulfion, and 
that the face of it muft have been changed from what it probably 
was fome centuries ago; that the broken and ragged faces of thé 
mountain on each fide the river; the tremendous rocks, which 
are left with one end fixed in the precipice, and the other jutting out 
and feemingly ready to fall for want of fupport; the bed of the 
river for feveral miles below obftructed, and filled with the loofe 
ftones carried from this mound ; in fhort, every thing on which you 
caft your eye evidently demonftrates a difrupture and breach in the 
mountain, and that, before this happened, what is now a fruitful 
vale, was formerly a great lake or collection of water, which pof- 
fibly might have here formed a mighty cafcade, or had its vent to the 
ocean by the Sufquehannah, where the Blue ridge feems to terminate. 
Befides this, there are other parts of this country which bear evident 
traces of alike convulfion. From the beft accounts I have been able 
to obtain, the place where the Delaware now flows through the Kit« 
tatinny.mountain, which is a continuation of what is called the North 
ridge, or mountain, was not its original courfe, but that it paffed 
through what is now called ¢ the Wind:-gap,’ a place feveral miles to 
the weftward, and above an hundred feet higher than the prefent 
bed of the river. This wind-gap is about a mile broad, and thé 
{tones in it fuch as feem to have been wathed for ages by water run- 
ning over them. Should this have been the cafe, there mutt have 
been a large Jake behind that mountain, and by fome uncommon 
{well in the waters, or by fome convulfion of nature, the river mutt 
have opened its way through a different part of the mountain, and 
meeting there with lefs obftrudtion, carried away with the oppofing 
mounds of earth, and deluged the country below with the immenfe 
collection of waters, to which this new paflage gave vent. There 
are ftill remaining, and daily difcovered, innumerable inftances of 
fuch a deluge on both fides of the river, after it paffed the hills above 
the fall. of Trenton, and reached the champaign. On the New- 
Jerfey fide, which is flatter than the Pennfylvania fide, all thé coun 
try below Crofwick hills {eems to have been overflowed to the dif 
tance 


\ 
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tance of from ten to fifteen miles’ back from the river, and to have 
acquired a new {oil by the earth and clay brought down and mixed 
With the native fand. The fpot ‘on which Philadelphia ftands evi- 
dently appears to be made ground. ‘The different ftrata through 
which they pafs in digging to water, the acorns, leaves, and fome- 
times branches, which are found above twenty feet below the fur- 
face, all feem to demonftrate this. I am informed, that at York- 
town, in Virginia, in the bank of York river, there are different 
firata of fhells and earth one above another, which feem to point out 
that the country there has undergone feveral changes; that the fea 
fora fucceffion of ages, occupied the place where dry land now 
‘appears; and that the ground has been fuddenly raifed at various 


“periods. What a change would it make in the country below, fhould 


the mountains at Niagara, by any accident, be cleft afunder, and’a 
paffage fuddenly opened to drain off the waters of Erie and the Up- 


- per lakes! While ruminating on thefe fubjefs, 1 have often been 


‘hurried away by fancy, and led to imagine, that what is now the bay 
‘of Mexico, was once’a champaign country ; and that from the point 
or cape of Florida, there was a continued range of mountains through 
Cuba, Hifpaniola, Porto Rico, Martinique, Guadaloupe, Barbadoes, 
and Trinidad, till it reached the coatt of America, and formed the 
fhores which bounded the océan, and guarded the country behind ; 

that, by fome convalfion or thock of nature, the fea had br ah 
through thefe mounds, and deluged that vait plain, till it reached | 


the foot of the Andes; that being’ there heaped up by the trade winds, 


always blowing’ from one quarter, it had found its way back, as it 
continues to do, through the gulph between Florida and Cuba, car- 
rying with it the loom and fand it may have {cooped from the couns 
try it had occupied, part of which it may have depofited on ie | 
fhores of North- -America, and w hich part formed the banks of New- 
foundland.—But thefe are only the vifions of fancy.’?* 

In the neighbourhood of Reading is a {pring about fourteen feet 
“deep, and about an hundred feet fquare; a full mill ftream iffued 


from it; the waters are clear and full of fifh of different ‘kinds, 
From appearances, it is probable that this fpring is the outlet of a 


very confiderable river, which a mile and an half or two miles above 
this place, finks into the earth, and is apparently conveyed to this 


| outlet, ina ee ees channel. 


* Jefferfon’s Hittery of Virginia, Appendix, “No. LL. 
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In the northern parts of Pennfylvania there is a creek called Oif 
Creek, which empties into the Allegany river ; it iffues from a fpring, 
on the top of which floats an oil, fimilar to that called Barbadoes tar, 
and from which one man may gather feveral gallons ina day. The 
troops fent to guard the weftern pofts halted at this fpring, collected 
Yome of the oil, and bathed their joints withit. This gave them 
great relief from the rheumatic complaints with which they were af- 
fected ; the waters, of which the troops drank freely, operated as a 
gentle cathartic. | 

There are three remarkable grottos, or caves, in this State; one 
near Carlifle, in Cumberland county ; one in the townfhip of Durham, 
in Bucks county ; and the other at Swetara, in Lancafter county ; the 
latter is on the eaft bank of Swetara river, about two miles above its 
confluence with the Sufquehannah. Its aperture is under a pretty 
high bank, and from fifteen to twenty feet wide, and from feven to 
ten inheight. You enter, by a gradual defcent, fo low, as that the 
furface of the river is rather higher than the bottom of the cave, 
and in your progrefs pafs through a number of paflages and apart- 
ments of various dimenfions, fome low and narrow, others very 
high and fpacious, vaulted by magnificent canopies, fretted with a 
variety of depending petrifactions, fome of which are drawn to a 
great length, by means of the conftant exudation and accretion of. 
petrifying matter, till folid pillars have been gradually formed. Thefe 
appear as fupports to the roof, which is of folid lime ftone, perhaps 
twenty feet thick. Thirty years ago there were ten fuch pillars, 
each fix inches in diameter, and fix feet high, all fo ranged, that 
the place they enclofed refembled a fanétuary in a Roman church 5 
no royal throne ever exhibited more grandeur than this /u/fus natura. 
The refemblances of feveral monuments are found indented in the 
walls on the fides of the cave, which appear like the tombs of de- 
parted heroes. Sufpended from the roof is * the bell,’ which is 
nothing more than a {tone projeéted in an unufual form, fo called 
from the found it occafions when ftruck, which is fimilar to that of © 
a bell. 3 “s 
Some of the ftalaétites are of a colour like fugar-candy, and others 
refemble loaf-fugar ; but their beauty is much defaced by the fmoke 
of the torches which are frequently employed in conducting the cu- 
rious traveller through this gloomy recefs. The water, which 8 
exudated through the roof, runs down the declivity, and is both 
pleafant and. wholefome to drink. There are feveral holes in the 

bottom 
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bottom of the cave defcending perpendicularly, perhaps into an 
abyfs below, which renders it dangerous to walk without a light. 
At the end of the cave is a pretty brook, which, after a fhort courfe, 
lofes itfelf among the rocks. Beyond this brook is an outlet from 
the cave by a very narrow aperture. Through this the vapours con- 
tinually pais outwards with a ftrong current of air and afcend, re- 
fembling at night the fmoke of a furnace. {art of thefe vapours 
and fogs appear, on afcending, to be condenfed at the head of this 
great alembic, and the more volatile parts to be carried off through 
the aperture communica!ing with the exterior air before- mentioned, 
by the force of the air in its paffage 

On a high hill, near the joel river, a little to the fouthward 
of the line which divides New-York from Pennfylvania, are 
the remains of an ancient fortification. The form of it is cir- 
cular, and it is encompaffed with an entrenchment; the entrench- 
ment only remains. ‘The Indians are entirely ignorant of the origin 
of thefe works. The hill is an excellent fituation fora fort, and 
commands a delightful view of the country around it, which is low 
and ferti'e. There is a fortification of .a fimilar kind at Unadilla, in 
the flat lands, and they are numerous in ihe weftern counties. 


SOIL, PRODUCTIONS, TRADE, MANUFACTURES, &c. 


“The foil of Pennfylvania is of various kinds; in fome parts it is barrens 
a great proportion of the State is, however, good land, and no incon- 
fiderable part is very good: perhaps the proportion of the firft rate 
land is not greater in any of the United States. The richeft part 
of the State that is fettled is Lancafter county, and the valley through 
Cumberland, York, and Franklin. The richeft that is unfettled, is 
between Allegany river and lake Erie, in the north-weft corner of the 
State, and in the country on the heads of the eaftern branches of the 
Allegany. Of this fine traé, near one hundred thoufand acres, lying 
on, and near French Creek, are for fale by the State. The conve- 
nient communications through this creek into. the Allegany, and 
from the Allegany through various creeks and rivers to the Sufque- 
hannah and Potomak, have already been mentioned. 

The fouth fide of Pennfylvania is the beft fettied land throughout, 
owing entirely to the circumiftance of the weftern road having been 
run by the armies, prior to 1762, through the towns of Lancafter, 
_Carlifle, and Bedford, and thence to Pittfburgh. For the purpofe of 
| ons the tide of fettlers from this old channel into the unfettled 
3.2% parts 
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parts of the State, the government and landed intereft.of Pennfyl- 
vania have been, and are ftill bufy in cutting convenient roads. 
During the fummer of 1788 they run a road north, from a former 
road beyond Bethlehem, to the north portage between the Delaware and 
Sufquehannah; and thence north cighty degrees weft to the mouth 
of the Tyoga, the firft is feventy miles, and the laft above fixty. It is 
now in contemplation to cut a road from Sunbury, at the forks of 
the eaft and weft branches of the Sufquehannah ; weft one hundred 
and fifty miles to the mouth of Toby’s creek, which empties into the 
‘Allegany river from the eaft. This road will be through~a tra& of 
rich land, now for fale by the State. A road is alfo cut from the 
mouth of the Tyoga, fouthward, to the mouth of the Loyal, a branch 
of the weft branch of the Sufquehannah. Another road is. cut from 


Huntingdon town, on Franks’ town branch of the Juniata, weitward , 


thirty miles to Conemagh, a navigable branch of the Allegany. 
Thus the well-judged policy of this State is paving the way for 

_ the fettlement of all their wafte lands; and to evidence their bene- 

volence, and their wifhes to have the advantages of education in- 


creafed and more extenfively enjoyed, they have allotted fixty thonfand _ 


‘acres of thefe waite lands for the ufe of public {chools ; and above 
fixty thoufand more have been granted for that purpofe, and to the 
focieties eftablifhed for the promotion of knowledge, the arts, re- 
ligion, &c. A confiderable part of the lands of this State remain at 
prefent for fale by the public. The Pennfylvanians having no dif- 
putes with the Indians about boundaries, and all the lands within 
the State being purchafed at a fair and open treaty, and there being 


fome fettlements weftward of the Pennfylvania line, there is jittle 


apprehenfion of the Indians any where, and in moft parts of the 
State no danger at all. 

Among the natural advantages of Pennfylvania, her almoft ine 
numerable mill feats ought not to be omitted; they are conveniently 
diftributed by Providence throughout the State, and afford the 


means of eftablifhing, every {pecies of mill work and labour-faving 


machines, to meet the produce and raw materials almoft at the far- 


mers doors. In the prefent fituation of this country, wanting hands ~ 


for farming, and in the prefent ftate of manufactures, when inge- 


nious mechanifm is every day and every where invented to leflen the. 


neceflity for manual labour, this natural advantage muft appear of 
ineftimable importance. Hemp and flax are among the mott profitable 


proc luétions of the rich midland and new counties, the creams of which, 


is 
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is yet to be fkimmed. It is therefore a moft pleafing fact, that they 
have in this State the full-fized and complete movements or works of 
a water mill and machinery, to fliver, rove and fpin flax and hemp 
into threads or yarns, fit for linen of thirty cuts to the pound, or 
any coarfer kind, fheetings, towelling, fail cloth, ofnaburghs, twine, 
and the ftrans or yarns for cordage. The fame machinery is calcu- 
lated for the roving or preparing, and {pinning of combed wool 
into worfted yarn. They have alfo the movements and complete 
machinery of Sir Richard Arkwright’s water mill for {pinning yarns of 
cotton. And though the climate of this State is not fit for cultivating 
that raw material, yet cotton can be raifed with profit in every State 
in the Union fouthward of Pennfyl vania, and imported from the Eaft 
and Welt Indies. 3 

It is certain, that this extraordinary capacity of the country for 
mechanical works has either called forth, in an unufual degree, the 
mechanical powers of the human mind, or that Providence has be- 
flowed upon the people of this and the fifter States an uncommon 
_ portion of this talent, which its nature and fituation require. Ris. 

TENHOUsE and Frankuin fland unrivalled in mechanical philofo- 
phy : and thofe who know the country aré wellinformed, that to thefe 
two great names we could adda confiderable lift of philofophical and 
practical mechanics, in a variety of branches. : 

. So many of the neceflary and convenient arts and trades depend 
upon the plenty and cheapnefs of fuel, that it appears proper to take 
notice of this article. . Till the revolution, the dependence of the 
people was almoft entirely upon wood fuel, of which, in the moft 
populous places, there is {till a great abundance, and in ail interior 
fituations immenfe quantities ; but the increafe of manufactures has 
occafioned the inhabitants to turn their attention to coal: of this ufeful 
foflil, Providence has given them very great quantities in the middle 
and weftern country. In the vicinity of Wyoming, on the Suique- 
hannah, is one bed of the open burning kind, and of the moft in- 
tenfe heat. On the head waters of Schuylkill and Lehigh are fome 

confiderable bodies. At the head of the weftern branch of. Sufque- 
hannah is a moft extenfive body, which ftretches over the country 
fouth-weftwardiy, fo as to be found in the greateft plenty at 
Pittfburgh, where the Allegany and Youghiogeny unite, and 
form the head of the Ohio. All the coal has hitherto been 
accidentally found on the furface of the earth, or difeovered 
in the digging of common cellars, fo that when the wood fuel 


fhall 
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fhall become fcarce, and the European methods of boring fhall 
be fkilfully purfued, there can be no doubt of its being found in 
many other places. At prefent, the ballafting of fhips from coat 
countries abroad, and the coal mines in Virginia, which lie conve- 
nient to fhip navigation, occafion a good deal of coal to be brought 
to the Philadelphia market. From this great abundance and variety 
of fuel itrefults, that Pennfylvania, and the United States in general, 
are well fuited to all manufaétories that are effected by fire, fuch as 
furnaces, foundaries, forges, glafs-houfes, bre-veries, diftilleries, fteel 
works, fimith fhops, and all other manufadtories in metal, foap 
boilings, pot afh works, fugar and other refineries, &c. &c. 

Ship building is a bufine{s in which the port of Philadelphia ex- 
ceeds moft parts of the world. Mafts, {pars, timber, and plank, not 
only from their own State and the other States on the Delaware, are 
con{tantly for fale in their market ; but the mulberry of the Chefi- 
peak, andthe evergreen or live oak and redcedar of the Carolinas 
and Georgia, are fo abundantly imported, that nine-tenths of their 
veffels are built of them. No veftels are better than thefe. A live 
oak and cedar fhip of two hundred tons, carpenter’s meafurement, 
can be fitted to take in'a cargo for fourteen pounds currency per ton; 
and there is not a port in Europe in which an oak fltip can be 
equally well built and fitted for twenty pounds per ton currency, or 
twelve pounds fterling. This fact may appear doubtful or extraordi- 
nary, but it is certainly true; and it is greatly in favour of the fhip 
carpenters and other tradefmen employed in fitting and building fhips, 
as well as merchants and farmers, whofe interefts are fo much con- 
nected with navigation. | 

The diftance of Philadelphia from the fea has been made an ob- 
jection by fome, and the clofing of the river by the ice, which hap- 
pens almoft every winter. Amfterdam, the greateft port in Europe, 
is inacceffible in winter. But it is a faét, that, notwithftanding thefe 
objections, their veffels make as many Weft-India voyages as thofe 
of the two other principal fea ports of the Middle States ; and though 
the river is frozen from three to nine weeks almoft every winter, yet 
there are occafional openings, which give opportunities for fleets of 
merchantmen to go out and come in. ‘The fine corn and provifion 
country which lies near Philadelphia, enables the merchants to load 
their veffels in the winter, and the market is regularly fupplied with 
flour, pork, beef, lumber, ftaves, iron, and many other of their prin- 

cipal 
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<ipal articles of exportation. Little time is therefore loft, and their 
trade increafes. The crop of 1789, and the other exports from the 
harveft of that year to that of 1790, it was fuppofed, would load one 
hundred and twenty thoufand tons of fhipping. A very extenfive 
back country, and many large bodies of new lands, are fettling faft, 
which mutt fend their produce to the Philadelphia market. | 

The produce, manufactures, and exports of Pennfylvania are 
very many and various; viz. wheat, flour, middlings, fhip ftuff, bran, 
fherts, {hip bread, white water bifcuit, rye, rye flour, fteel, Indian 
corm er mage, Indian meal, buck-wheat, buck-wheat meal, bar 
and pig iron, nail rods, nails, iron hoops, rolled iron, tire, gun- 
powder, cannon ball, iron cannon, mufquets, fhips, boats, oars, 
handipikes, mafts, fpars, fhip timber, fhip blocks, cordage, {quare 
timber, fcantling, plank, boards, ftaves, heading, fhingles, wooden 
hoops, tanners bark, corn fans, coopers wares, bricks, coarfe 
¢arthen or potters ware, a very little ordinary {tone ware, glue, 
parchment, floes, boots, fole leather, upper leather, dreffed 
deer and fheep fkins, and gloves and garments of the fame, fine 
; hats, many common, and a few coarfe; thread, cotton, worfted 
and yarn hofiery, fine writing, wrapping, blotting, fheathing, 
and hanging paper, flationary, playing cards, copper, filver and 
gold, clocks and watches, muiical inftruments, fnuff, manufactured 
tobacco, chocolate, muftard feed and muftard, flarch, hair powder, 
flax feed, flax feed oil, flax, hemp, wool, and cotton cards, pickled 
-beef, pork, fhad, herrings, tongues and fturgeon, hams and other 
bacon, tallow, hogs lard, butter, cheefe, candles, foap, bees-wax, 
loaf fugar, pot and pearl ath, rum and other ftrong liquors, beer, 
porter, hops, winter and fummer barley, oats, fpelts, onions, pota- 
toes, turnips, cabbages, carrots, parfnips, red and white clover, ti- 
mothy, and moft European vegetables and graffes, apples, peaches, 
plums, pears, apricots, grapes, both native and imported, and other 
European fruits, working and pleafurable carriages, horfes, black 
cattle, fheep, hogs, wood for cabinet-makers, lime-ftone, coal, freee 
’ {tone, and marble. 

Some of thefe productions are fine, fome indifferent; fome of the 
manufactures are confiderable, for a young country, circumftanced as 
this has been, fome inconfiderable ; but they are enumerated to fhow 
the general nature of the State, and the various purfuits of the inha- 
bitants. In addition to them we may mention, that a Jead mine and 
two or three fal: {prings have been difcovered in the new country, 
which will no doubt be worked, as foon as the demand for thefe ar 
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ticles to the weftward increafes. We ought alfo to notice the great 


forefts for making 5 pot and pearl afh. Marble is found in many parts 


of the State. 

The manufa€tutes of Pennfylvania have need exceedingly 
withina few years, as well by mafter workmen and journeymen from 
Europe, as by the increafed {kill and induftry of their own citizens. 
Houfehold or family manufactures have greatly advanced, and va- 
luable acquifitions have been made of implements and machinery to 
fave labour, either imported, or invented in the United States. The» 


hand machines for carding and fpinning cotton have been introduced 


by Europeans, and improved upon; and they have lately obtained 
the water mill for {pinning cotton, anda water mill for flax, which 
is applicable alfo to {pinning hemp and wool. Thefe machines pro- 


_mife an early eftablifhment of the cotton, linen, and hempen 


branches, and muft be of very great fervice in the woollen branch. 
Additional employment for weavers, dyers, bleachers, and other 
manufacturers, muft be the confequence. Paper mills, gunpowder 
mills, fteel works, rolling and flitting mills, printing figured goods 
of paper, linen, and cotton, coach making, book printing, and fe- 
veral other branches, are wonderfully advanced, and every month 
feems to extend the old manufactures, or to introduce new ones. » 
There are upwards of fifty paper mills in Pennfylvania which work 
materials of no intrinfic value. ‘The manufaétures from the mills are 
computed at two hundred and fifty thoufand dollars. The hands em- 
ployed in them do not exceed three hundred. It is calculated that 
their paper'mills alone indemnify them for five-eighths of their quota 
of the expenfes of si general government, and the intereft of the 
public debt. : 

The advancement of the agriculture of Pennfylvania is the beft 
proof that can be given of the comfort and happinefs it affords to its 
farming, manufacturing, and trading citizens. In the year 1786, their 
exports of flour were one hundred and fifty thoufand barrels, exclu- 
five of many other articles; in 1787, they were two hundred / 
two thoufand barrels; in 1788, they were two hundred and twenty 


‘thoufand barrels; and in 1789, they were three hundred and 


fixty-nine thoufand fix hundred and eighteen barrels, ‘which 
ex¢eeds any export ever made in the times of the province 
or in the times of the commonwealth. Since that period they 
have increafed in a like proportion. The produce of flax is in- 
creafed in a much greater degree, and that of wool is confiderably 
more than it was before the revolution. “A new article is likely to 
‘be added to the lift. of their produétions, which is fugar, made of 
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“the maple- tree. It has been proved by many fair and careful experi- 
ments, that it is in the power of a fubftantial farmer that has a fa- 
mily about him, eafily to make twelve hundred weight of this fugar 
every feafon, without hiring any additional hands, or any utenfils but 
thofe that are neceffary for his family and farm ufe. The time in 
which it can be made is from the middle of Febr uary to the erld of 
March, when farmers in this country have very little to do, as it is 
too early to plough ordig. The price of fugar being lower here than 
in Europe, this article may be réckoned at one hiindred Mexican 
‘dollars per annum to every careful and fkilful farmer, that owns land 
bearing the fugar maple, Of thefe there are fome.millions of acres in 
Pennfylyania and the adjacent States, and at leaft one or two millions 
belonging to this State for fale. It feems alfo highly probable that 
this valuable tree may be tranfplanted, and thus be obtained by al- 
moft any farmer in the State, and that men of property, who will 
_ purchafe kettles and hire hands for the above fhort period, may make 
| large quantities. 7 

No difficulty lies in the way of any perfon who defires to become a: 
free and equal citizen of this State. On the day of his landing he may 
buy a farm, a houfe, merchandize, or raw materials; he may open 
-a work-fhop, a counting-houfe, an office, or any its place of law- 
ful bufinefs, and purfue, his calling without any hindrance, or the 
payment of any fum of money to the public. The right of elect~ 
ing, and being elected, which does not affe@t his bufinefs or his 
fafety, is not granted till the expiration of two years, which pru-_ 
‘dence requires. 

A privilege, almoft ecu to this State, has been granted to fo- 
reigners by the legiflature; that of buying and holding lands and 
houfes within this Commonwealth, without relinquifhing their alle- 
giance to the country in which they were born, or changing their 
efidence. They can fell or bequeath the lands, receive the rents, 
and, in fhort, have every territorial and pecuniary right that a natue 
ral-born Pennfylvanian has ; but no civil rights. As they profefs to 

_ owe allegiance to a foreign prince or government; and refide in a fo- 
feign country, where they of courfe have civil rights, they cannot 
claim, nor ought they to defire, them here, fince no man can ferve © 
. two matters. Ifthey chufe, at any time atter purchafe, to fettle in - 
this country and make themfelves citizens; or if they chufe to give 
their eftate to'a child, or other perfon, who will do fo, either of them 

/ may become citizens to all intents and purpofes, 
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Such is the prefent fituation of things in Pennfylvania, which # 1 


: 
| 


more or lefs the fame in feveral other of the American States, viz. 


Diftri& of Maine, New-Hampfhire, Vermont, New-York, Virginia, 
the Carolinas, and Georgia; but though not fo in the reft, the prin- 
cipal difference is, that they are fo fully peopled, that there are few 
new lands of any value unfold, and farming lands, that are improved, 
are of courfe dearer. In thofe States, however, agriculture, com- 
merce, manufactures, the fifheries, and navigation, afford comfor- 
table fubfiftence and ample rewards of profit to the induftrious and 
well-difpofed, amidft the bleffings of civil and religious liberty. 


CUV ihe DEV 1S TO es: 


Pennfylvania is divided into twenty-two counties, which, with 


their county town, fituation, é&c. are mentioned in the fol-— 


lowing table, as alfo the various kinds of mines and minerals im 


the State: 


IES AEN SORE UROL OUI. (I pth Saat NT Sees eee Se 
Couuties. | Chief Towns. | Situation. pee Mines, &c. | 


ed 


Philadelphia - |Philadelphia bn Delawa. R.| All}: 


Chefter Weit-Chefteriditto All Iron ore 
{Delaware Chefter ditto ~All 

Bucks Newtown {ditto All [Iron ore & lead 
Montgomery Norriftown jon Schuylk R,| All |Iron ore 
Lancafter Lancafter fon Sufqueh.R., All |Iron ore & cop. 
Dauphin Harifburgh ditto | 2 {Iron ore 

Berks Reading on Schuytk R.,, # |Lore,co. mi.&c.| 
Northampton  j|Eaiton on Delawa. R.| 4 [Iron ore 
Luzerne Wilkfburgh fonSafqueh.R.; % |I.ore,co.mi.&c.! 
York. York _ |ditto 2 {iron ore [ 
Cumberland Carlifle ditto | 3 {T. ore & lead mi,} 
Northumberland/Sunbury onw. bran.Su.'*-%|I. ore, falt fp. 
Franklin Chamberftonjon Sufqueb.R.} 2 {Iron ore 
Bedford _ [Bedford | oa JuniataR. | 4 |Iron mines, &c. 
Huntington Huntington {ditto 4 {Coal & lead mi. 
Mifflin ' (Lewifburgh nes + |Iron ore 
Weftmorland  jGreenfburgh jon’ Allegan.R.! 3 |Coal mines 
Payette s (Union on Mononga. , 3 {Coal & iron mi. 
Wafhington i\Wafhington |S.W.cor. State 4 {ditto, ditto 
\Allegany iPittfburgh . jonAlleganyR.' 2 {ditto, ditto 
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* A very large proportion of the vacant lands in the State are in this county (Northum~ 


Berland) to the amount of eight millions of acres, 
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CHIEF TOWNS. | 


PHILADELPHIA. 


The city of Philadelphia, capital of the State of Pennfylvania, and. 
the prefent feat of government of the United States of America, lies 


in latitude 39° 56’ north, and longitude 75° 8’ 45” weft from Green- 


wich, upon the weftern bank of the river Delaware, which is here 
but a mile in breadth, about one hundred and twenty miles from the 


Atlantic ocean, by the courfe of the bay and river, about fifty-five 


miles from the fea, in a fouth-eaitward direction, 

it was laid out by William Penn, the firft proprietary and finde? 
of the province, in the year 1683, and fettled by a colony from Eng- 
land, which arrived in that and the preceding years, and was in- 
creafed by a conftant and regular influx of foreigners, to fo great a 
degree, that in lefs than a century, and within the life-time of the 
firft perfon born within it of European parents, it was computed to 
contain fix thoufand houfes and forty thoufand inhabitants in the city 
"and fuburbs. ‘ 

ihe ground plot of the city is an oblong {quare, about one mile 
north and fouth, and two miles eaft and weit, lying in the narroweft 
part of the ifthmus between the Delaware and Schuylkill rivers, 


about five miles in a right line above their confluence. The plain is fo 


nearly level, except upon the bank of the Delaware, that art and la- 
bour were neceflary to dig common fewers and watercourfes in many 
places to drain the ftreets. In the beginning of this fettlement it was 
expected, that the fronts on both rivers would be firft improved for 
the convenience of trade and navigation, and that the buildings would 
extend gradually in the rear of each, until they would meet and form 
one town extending from eaft to weft; but experience foon convinced 


the fettlers that the Delaware front was alone fufficient for quays and 


landing places, and that the Schuy!kill lay at too great a diitance to 
form part of the town on its banks; whence it followed that the 


_ town increafed northward and fouthward of the original plot, on the 


Delaware front, and now occupies a {pace near three miles in 
length, north and fouth, while the buildings i in the middle, where 
they are moft extended, do not reach a mile from the Delaware. 

The city has been twice incorporated, andthe limits thereof re- 


-ftrained to the oblong originally laid out by William Penn, without 


including the northern or fouthern fuburbs. This a is interfected 
g3G2.. feed ©) 
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by a number of ftreets at right angles with each other, nine of which 


run eaft and weft from Delaware to Schuylkill, and twenty-three 


north and fouth, crofling the firft at right angles, forming one hun- 
hundred and eighty-four fquares of lots for buildings. ‘The ftreets 
running eaft and weft are named, except High ftreet, near the middle 
of the city, from the trees found in the country upon the arrival of 
the colony; Vine, Saflafras, Mulberry, High, Chefnut, Walnut, 
Spruce, Pine, and Cedar ftreets, and thofe running north and fouth 
from their numeral order, Pion second, Third, Fourth, &c. to 
Broad ftreet, which is midway between the two rivers. In deeds, 
and other defcriptive writings, which require exaéinefs, thefe ftreets 
‘have the Delaware.or Schuylkill prefixed to their numeral names, to 
diftinguifh to which front they belong; as Delaware Second fircet, 
&c. but as there are very few buildings weftward of Broad ftreet, this 
addition is never made in common converfation, but-when they are 
named they are underftood of the Delaware front, unlefs Schuylkill 
be added. 

Of thefe, High {treet is one ered feet, Broad ftreet one hundred 
and thirteen, Mulberry fixty, and all the others fifty feet wide. 
Within the improved parts of the city they are paved in the middle 
with pebble {tones for carts and carriages, which ufually contain 
three-fifths of the whole breadth, and on each fide with bricks for 
foot paffengers ; between the brick and ftene pavements are gutters, 
paved with brick, to. carry off the water, and the foot ways are de- 
fended from the approach of carriages by rows of pofts placed 
without the gutters, at the diftance of ten or twelve feet from each 
giheres 

Befides the forementioned ftreets, there are many others not 
originally laid down in the plot, the moft public of which are Water. . 
ftreet and Dock ftreet. Water ftreet is thirty feet wide, running be- 
low the bank, at the diftance of about forty feet eaftward from and 
parallel to Front ftreet, extending frem the north line of the city. 
fouthward to the bridge over the dock, which was formerly a drawal 
bridge, and retains that name in common ule, although it was cons 
verted into a ftone arch above thirty years fince ; from the bridge it 
is forty feet wide in a right line to Pine ftreet, and leaves a row of 
houfes without yards, on the bank, in its whole length, between it 
and Front ftreet ; fouthward of Pine ftreet, there is an offset of about 
eighty feet eave and the fireet from thence to Cedar ftreet is 

“forty-five fet wide, and called Penn ftreet. This ftreet, inthe ori~ 
-gipal plan, was intended only for a cart way to accommodate the 
_wharfs 
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terharfs or {tores to be erected under the bank, and not to rife more 
than four feet above it, fo as to leave the river open to the view from | 
the weft fide of Front ftreet ; but the inh: bitants were foon con» 
vinced that the ground, on both ftreets, was too valuable to be kept 
unimproved, in any degree, merely for the fake of a profpect, and 
it is clofely built with lofty houfes, except a very few vacancies here 
and there, throughout the whole front on both fides, and commodi« 
ous wharfs are extended into the river, at which the largeft fhips that 
ufe the port, can lie in fafety to difcharge and receive their cargoes, 
and are defended from the ice in winter by the piers, made of logs 
extending into the river, funk with ftone and filled with earth, fo ag 
to be equally firm with the main land. 
Dock ftreet is the only crooked ftreet in the city ; beginning at 

-the bridge in Front ftreet, and extending north-weftward ina {ferpen~ 
tine tract through two fquares, acrofs Second and Walnut ftreets, and 
terminates at Third ftreet ; another branch of it extends fouth-wett. . 
ward acrofs Spruce ftreet, and terminates at Second ftreet. The 
ground occupied by this ftreet, and by an open {pace between it and 
"Spruce ftreet, below the bridge, was formerly a fwamp, and was 
given by William Penn to the corporation for the ufe of the city; it 
was intended as a place to dig a bafon and docks to fhelter the fhip- 
ping, but experience proved that fhips could be defended from the 
ice by the piers extended into the river, and that the dock could not 
be kept clean but at an expenie far beyond its utility, wherefore it 
was neglected till it became a nuiiance offenfive ‘to the fmell andj Injus 

- rious to the health ofthe inhabitants, and was by an aé of Affembly, 

ordered to be arched over and covered with earth, whereby the 
city acquired a beautiful ftreet more than one hundred feet in br eadth 
towards the water, and not lels than ninety feet in the narrowett 
part. 

The number of the ftreets, lanes, and alleys, id out by the 

owners of the lots before they were built on, is too great to be enu- 
merated here, there being {carce a fquare that is not interfected by 


- one or more of them, fome of them continued ina right line through - 


feveral fquares, and fo fpacious as to be eafily miftaken for main 
' fireets, others only through one {quare. 

The city was firft incorporated by charter under the great me of 
the province, in the year 1701; before that period it was called the 
town of Philadelphia. By this charter William Penn nominated the 

firft mayor, recorder, aldermen, and common councilmen, and 
_granted them, among other privileges and franchifes, that of electing 
others 
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others to fupply vacancies, and even to increafe their own number a# 
pleafure. The public grounds were granted to them by the name 
of the mayor and commonalty of the city of Philadelphia, but the 
commonalty had no flare in the government or eftate of the city, the 
whole body being felf-elective, and not accountable to the citizens in 
any refpect. It would be difficult to account for fo extraordinary @ 
charter from the wifdom of William Penn, did not tradition inform 
us, that among the firft fettlers were a confiderable number from the 
city of Briftol in England, whofe charter, granted at an early period, 
before the rights of the commonalty were well underftood, had beers 
familiarized by habit, which induced them to requeft a fimilar one ; 
a copy of the Briftol charter was accordingly procured, and with 
hittle variation adopted. It was not long, however, before the com- 

monalty began to be diflatisfied with it, and to make frequent com- 
plaints to the Affembly, of the abufes that were practifed under it ; 
many of which appear upon the minutes of the houfe. At an early 
period after the charter, the legiflative powers of this corporation 
were very limited ; they could not levy a fhilling by taxes for < any 
ufe whatever, and could employ the income of the city eftates only 
for the ufe and embellifhment of the city ; wher efore we fee few mos 
numents raifed to preferve the memory of that corporation. Al- 
though the firft men for integrity and abilities to be found in the city 
were elected into the office of the body politic, yet fich is the nature 
‘ef unlimited power, not accountable to the people, that it will divert 
the beft men from purpofes, which, before they were invefted with 
the power, they would have highly approved. The jealoufy which 
the citizens entertained of the corporation pervaded the General Afs 
fembly of the province, and when the lighting, watching, and 
paving the city became a defirable objeé, -the reprefentatives of the 
freemen would not entruft the corporation alone with the power of 
raifing or expending the money neceflary for thefe purpofes; they 
could not, however, caft fuch: a reficétion on the refpectable cha- 
racters of which that body was compofed, as wholly to veft thefe 
powers with others; they purfued a middle line, and conftituted two 
feparate bodies by the names of city wardens and ftreet_ commif= 
fioners, to the former of whom the lighting and watching, and to the 
latter the paving of the ftreets, was committed ; the mayor, or re- 
corder, and four of the aldermen concurring with each body in lay- 
ing the taxes and prefcribing the mode of expending them ; thus the 
city legiflation for thefe PHFpore: became ecmmponndea of two 
branches 


Se 
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A cilchien: the wardens and commiflioners immediately elected by the 
people, in the fame manner as their reprefentatives in Affemb! lys 
eonftituted the democratic, and the mayer and aldermen the arifto- 
eratic branch. Thefe bodies, thus compounded, conduéted the bus 
finefscommitted to them with great harmony, nor is there the léaft 
recollection of any difagreement between them ; the taxes were laid 
with equality, collected with moderation, and sah for the real 
ufe and improvement of the city; one complaint only had foun- 
dation, which arofe from the nature rather than from any abufe 
of the powers: the number of wardens and ftreet commifiioners 
was fo great, as at very moderate wages to vender thofe boards too 
expenfive. | 
For the honour of the late corporation it ought not to be omitted, 
that the mayor’s court was always filled with an able lawyer for the 
‘recorder, and another for the profecution of criminal offences ; 
and fuch was the orderly and upright adminiftration of juftice in 
if, that no court in the province, or perhaps in any other country 
exceeded it. : | 

The prejudices under which the old eiinenaon laboured from its _ 
original conftitution, were fo ftrong, that upon the revolution, the 
General Affembly declared, by an ac paffed during their firft feffion, 
«© ‘That the powers and jurifdiction hitherto exercifed by the mayor, 
recorder, and aldermen of the city of Philadelphia, were not founded 
on the authority of the people, and are therefore become null and 
void.” .Wherefore, by that and feveral fubfequent aéts, the powers 
of the corporation, were diftributed between the fupreme executive 
council, the city magiftrates, and the wardens and ftreet commif- 
fioners, who exercifed them from the year 1777, to 1789. The 
prejudices, which had no foundation as againft corporations in ge- 
neral, but only againft the conftitution of the late corporation of the 
city, were however fo ftrong, that it was with difficulty the people 
could be prevailed upon to fubmit to a new incorporation of the city. 
i The defeéts in the adminiftration of juftice and governing the police 
| of the city at length became fo glaring, ,that they were feen by all 
_claffes of people, and their minds: eae ed for an act of incorpora-. 
- tion. The General Affembly, in the winter feffions of 1789, favour- 
_ ing the wifhes of the citizens, paffed an act, intitled, An A& to in- 
corporate the city of Philadelphia, which, witha pus gee paffed in 
1790, conftitutes the prefent city charter. | 
bier Mp ss 


#16 GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
By thefe acts the common council confifts of two branches ; fifteest 
aldermen are chofen by the freeholders to continue in office for fevert 


vears; they chufé a recorder from the citizens at large for feven years, 
a) ‘ - * 


anda mayor from their own number for one year. Thirty common 
councilmen are chofen by the citizens at large, entitled to vote for reé 
prefentatives in Affembly, to continue in office for three years ; thefe 
were intended to form a balanced government, upon the principle 
that the choice by freeholders, and for a longer term, would produce 
amore felect body of aldermen, and that the citizens at large would 
chufe characters fitter to reprefent and form the popular branch of 
city government. Hight aldermen and fixteen common councilmen 
form a quorum or board to tranfact bufinefs, at which the mayor or 
recorder prefides; they fit and deliberate together, but no aé is 
legal, unlefs a majority of the aldermen, a majority of the common 
«councilmen prefent, and the mayor or recorder, concur. 

There is not perhaps in the world a more liberal plan of city gd- 
vernment; every clafs of citizens have an opportunity of reprefenting 
and being reprefented. The body is fufficiently numerous to con- 
tain fome of every defcription, and of every {pecies of talents and in- 
formation neceflary for deliberation and execution, and yet not fo 
darge as to be incumbered with its own weight ; it poffeffes the powers 
of legiflation and taxation in all cafes.neceflary for the well-governing 
and improving the city, except in contradiction to acts of the Ge- 
neral Affembly ; and from the many improvements already intro« 
duced, there is reafon to hope that its police will be equal to that .of 
any modern city. 

A city court is held by the mayor, recorder, and aldermen four 
times in a year, and holds cognizance of all crimes and mifdemeanors. 
committed within the city. 

A court of aldermen, having cognizance of debts above forty fhil- 
lings, and not exceeding ten pounds, is held every week, beginning 
on Monday morning, and fitting by adjournments until the bufinefs 
- of the week is finifhed. 


Each alderman has feparate cognizance of debts under, forty fhils 


lings. 

The number of inhabitants within the city and fuburhs, including 
the diftri& of Southwark and the compaétly’ built part of the Nor- 
thern liberties, which, to every purpofe but as to their govern« 
ment, are confidered as parts of the city, was found by the late cenfirs 


to be forty-two thouiand five hundred and twenty, and the number ~ 


of 


ae 
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‘of houfes fix thoufand fix hundred and fifty-one, and ftores or work- 


fhops four hundred and fifteen, 

The houfes for public worfhip are numerous, and are as fol. 
‘lows : | | | 
The Friends or Quakers, have 5* The Swedifh Lutherans, . 
The Prefbyterians and Sece- The Moravians,’ 25 f0ai0% 

DES Gn ie ROR MECM ane MR IP yi cuice js Lea gee 
The Epifcopalians, - + 3 The Univerfal Baptifts, . 
% 
I 


t 


The German Lutherans, . "Phe Methodilts.. is. 0% os 
_ The German Calvinifts, . Aedes 3 cn al Aiea 
SGC BENOUCS 5 te Pt 

The other public buildings in the in, befides the univerfity and 
college, are the following : 
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A ftate houfe and offices, Two incorporated banks, 

Two city court houfes, A houfe of correction, 

A county court houfe, A dramatic theatre, 

A carpenters hall, A public obfervatory, 

A philofophical fociety’s hall, A. medical theatre and elaboratory, 
A difpenfary, Three brick market houfes, 
Hofpitals, and offices, A fifh market, — 

An alms houfe, A public gaol, &c. 


The ftate houfe is in Chefnut ftreet, between Fifth and Sixth ftreets, 


cand was erected as early as 1735. The building is rather magnifi- 


cent than elegant, but when it is remembered that it was built within * 
fifty-three years after the firft European cabin was erected in Penn- 
fylvania, its architeCture is juftly admired. The ftate houfe yard 
is a neat, elegant, and fpacions public walk, ornamented with 
rows of trees; but a high brick wall, which enclofes it, limits the 
profpect. : 

In 1787, an elegant court houfe was erected on the left of the 
ftate houfe ; and on the right, the town hall or new court 
houfe, and a philofophical hall. Thefe add much to the beauty of 


the {quare. |. 
' South of the ftate houfe is the public way built of ftone. Te has 


ta ground half ftory, and.two ftaries above it. Every apartment is 


* One of thefe houfes is for thofe Quakers who took up ai ms in defence of their 
gountry in the late war, contrary to the eitablifhed principles of ‘the Friends, They 
call themfelves Free Quakers. 

+ This is the oldeft church in or near the city, $08 has nee been annexed to the 
Epilcopalian order. 
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arched with ftone againft fire and force. It is a hollow {quare, one 
hundred feet in front, and is the neateft and moft fecure*building of — 
the. kind in America. To the gaol is annexed a work houfe, with 
yards to each, to feparate the fexes, and criminals from debtors. 
There have lately been added apartments in the yards for folitary 
confinement of criminals according to the new penal code. Of four 
thoufand and fixty debtors, and four thoufand criminals, in the whole 
eight thoufand and fixty who were confined in this new gaol, between 
the 28th of September, 1780, and the fifth of September, 1790, 
twelve only died a natural death in the gaol. 

The hofpital and poor houfe, in which are upwards of three 
hundred poor people, whether we confider the buildings, or 
the defigns for which they were ereéted, are unrivalled in America. 

The German church, lately erected, is one of the moft elegant, 
churches in America. Mr. D. Taneberger, one of the united bre- 
thren’s fociety at Litiz, a great mechanical genius, has completed 
_and erected a large organ for this church. 

The market houfe in High ftreet is acknowleged by Europeans to 
exceed any thing they have feen of the kind ; it is one thoufand five 
hundred feet in length, and in the extent, neatnefs, variety and abun- 
dance of provifions, is not equalled in America. ‘There are two 
others at different parts of the city, which do honour to the citizens 
and their police. 

The city is provided with a number of public and private chari- 
table inftitutions ; the principal of which are, the houfe of employ- 
ment, a large cbanidicts building, where the poor of the city and 
fome adjoining townfhips are fupported and employed in coarfe 
manufactures to aid in defraying their expenfes, under the care of 
the overfeers and guardians of the poor, who are a corporate body 
_ created for this purpofe by act of Affembly, with power to lay taxes 
for its farther fupport. 

The Pennfylvania hofpital. 

The Quakers’ alms houfe is fupported by that fociety for the ufe 
of their own poor; it is divided into a number of feparate houfes — 
and rooms for families or fingle perfons who have fallen into decay ; 
moft of them contribute by their induftry towards their own fupport, 
but are fupplied with whatever their induftry falls fhort of procuring, 
by a committee of the fociety, and live more comfortably than many 
who in full health, and unhurt by accident, provide for their own 
fubfiftence ; there is a confiderable garden belonging to this houfe,- 
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from which the city is fupplied, at very moderate pr ices;, with Hey 
kind of medicinal herbs common to the climate. 

The hofpital for lunatics is a fine elegant building, and well oS : 
it has a library, in which there is an elegant butt of Franklin, The 
hall on the firft floor is appropriated to fick men, and the fecond floor 
to women. The lunatics have each a cell furnithed with a bed and 
table, anda ftove for the conveniency or warming the cell in winter. 
Mott of the patients that this hofpital has received have been the | 
victims of religious melancholy, or difappointed love. 

The following interefting account of the Quaker’s Hofpital, or 
Bettering Houte, as it is properly called; is extraéted from Brissor’s 
Travels in the United States, Letter XI. page 167. “ This hofpital 
is fituated in the open country, in one of thofe parts of the original 
plan of Philadélphia not yet covered with houfes ; it is conftruéted of 
bricks, and compofed of two large buildings ; ene for men, and 
the other for women. ‘There is a feparation in the court, which is 
common to them. This inftitution has feveral objects : they re- 
ceive into it the poor, the fick, orphans, women in travail, and 
perfons attacked with venereal difeafes. They likewife confine here 
vagabonds, diforderly perfons, and girls of fcandalous lives. oe 

“ There exifts, then, you will fay, even in Philadelphia, that dif« 
gutting commerce of difeafes, rather than of pleafures, which for fo 
long a time has empoifoned our continent. Yes, my friend, two 
or three of the moft confiderable maritime towns of the new conti: 
ent are afflidted by this leprofy. It.was almoit unknown before the 
revolution ; but the abode. of foreign armies has naturalized it, and 
it is one of thofe {courges fot which the free Americans are indebted 
tous. But this traffic is not carried on fo fcandaloufly as at Paris 
or London. It is reftrained, it is held in contempt; and almoft im- 
. perceptible. I ought to fay, to the honour of thé Americans, that it 
is nourifhed only by emigrants and European travellers ; for the 
fandity of marriage is ftill univerfally refpected in America. Young 
people marrying early, and without obftacles, are not tempted to ga" 
and difhonour ahd empoifoa themfelves in places of proftitution. 

& But, to finith my account of this hofpital, theré are particular 
halls appropriated to each clafs of poor, and to each fpecies of fick- 
nefs: and esch hall has its fuperintendant: This inftitution was 
tich and well adminiftered before the war. The greater part of the 
eaiiraors were Quakers. The war and paper money intro- 
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duced a different order of things: The legiflature refolved not ¢@ . 
admit to its adminiftration any perfons but fuch as had taken the oath 
of fidelity to the State. The Quakers were by this excluded, and 
the managersent of it fell into hands not‘fo pure. The {pirit of dee 
predation was manifeft in it, and paper money was ftill more injue 
tious. Creditors of the hofpital were paid, or rather ruined, by this 
operation. About a year ago, on the report of the infpectors of the 
hofpitals, the legiflature, confidering the abufes practifed in that ad- 
miniftration, confided that of the bettering houfe again to the 
Quakers. Without any refentment of the affronts they had received 
during the war, and only anxious to do good and perform their duty, — 
the Friends accepted the adminiftration, and exercife it as before 
with zeal and fidelity. This change has produced the effe& which 
was expected. Order is vilibly re-eftablifhed ; many adminiftrators - 
are appointed, one of whom, by turns, is to vifit the hofpital every 
day: fix. phyficians are attached to it, who perform the fervice 
gratis. 

“I have feen the hofpitals of France, both at Paris and in the 

provinces.—I know none of them but the one at Befangon, that car 
be compared to this at Philadelphia, Every fick and every poor per- 
fon has his bed well furnifhed, but without curtains, as it fhould be. 
Every room is lighted by windows placed oppofite, which introduce 
plenty of light, that great confolation to a man confined, of which 
tyrants for this reafon are cruelly {paring. Thefe windows admit a 
free circulation of air; moft of them open over the fields, and as 
they are riot very high, and are without grates, it would be very eafy 
for the prifoners to make their efcape, ‘but the idea never enters thetr 
heads. This fa& proves that the prifoners are happy, and, confe- 
quently, that the adminiftration is good, 
_  The’kitchens are well kept, and do not exhale that fetid odour 
which you perceive from the beft kitchens in Franeee The eating 
rooms, which are on the ground floor, are equally clean, and well 
aired: neatnefs and good air reign in every part. A large garden af 
the end‘ of the court furnifhes vegetables for the kitchen. I was fur- 
prifed to: find there a great number of foreign fhrubs and plants.— 
The garden is well cultivated. In the yard they rear a great number 
of hogs ; for, in America, the hog, as well as the ox, does the honours 
of the table through the whole year. 

‘“‘ I could fearcely defcribe to you the different fenfations which 
by turns rejoiced and afiicted my heart in going through their dif+ 

ferent 
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ferent apartments. An hofpital, how well foever adminiftered, is 
always a painful {pectacle to me. It appears to me fo confoling for 
a fick man to be at his own home, attended by his wife and children, 
and vifited by his neighbours, that I regard hofpitals as vaft fepul- 
chres, where are brought together a crowd of individuals, ftrangers 
to each other, and feparated from all they hold dear. And what is" 
man in this fituation ?>—A leaf detached from the tree, and driven 
down by the torrent—a fkeleton no longer of any confiftence, and 
bordering on diffolution. 
Weise But this idea foon gives place to another. Since Societies are 
condemned to be infefted with great cities, fince mifery and vice are 
the neceflary offspring of thefe cities, a houfe like this becomes the | 
afylum of beneficence; for, without the aid of fuch inftitutions, 
what would become of the greater part of thofe wretches who here 
find a refuge; fo many women; fo many perfons blind and deaf, 
rendered difguiting by their numerous infirmities ?—They mutt 
very foon perifh, abandoned by all the world, to whom they are 
ftrangers. No door but that of their common mother earth would 
receive thefe hideous figures, were it not for this provifion made by 
their common friend, Society. | 

“¢ T faw in this hofpital ali that calif, and difeafe can sleet i 
faw women fuffering on the bed of pain; others, whofe meagre 
vifages, rendered difgufting by eruptions, atteft the fatal effects of in- 
continence ; others, who waited with groans the moment when Hea- 
ven would deliver them from a burden of Iife, becaufe afflicted with 
excruciating pain ; others, holding in their arms the fruit, not of a 
legal marriage, but of Jove betrayed. Poor innocents! born wader 
the ftar of wretchednefs! Why fhould men be born predeftinated 
to misfortunes? But, blefs God, at leaft, that you are in a country 
where baftardy is no obftacle to refpectability and the rights of citi- 
zenfhip. Ifaw with pleafure thefe unhappy mothers carefling their 
infants and nurfing them with tendernefs. ‘There were few children” 
-.in the hall of the little orphans; thefe were in good health, and ap- 
peared gay and happy. Mr. Shoemaker, who conducted me thither, 
and another of the directors, diftributed fome cakes among them | 
which they had brought in their pockets. Thus the direétors think 
of their charge even at a diffance, and occupy themfelves with their 
happinefs. Good God! there is then a country where the soul of 
the governor of an hofpital is not a foul of brafs! 

‘ & Blacks 
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*¢ Blacks are here mingled with whites, and lodged in the farid 
apartments. This, to me, was an edifying fight; it feemed a balm 
to my fouls Ifaw a negro woman eae with activity by the fide 
of her bed. Her eyes feemed to expect from the director a word of 
confolation—She obtained it; and it feemed to be heaven to her to 
shear him. I thould have been more happy had it been for me to 
have fpoken this word: I fhould have added many more. Unhappy 
negroes ! how much reparation do we owe them for the evils we have 
occafioned them—the evils we ftill occafion them !—and they love 
us! 3 

“© The happinefs of this sete was not equal to that which I faw 
fparkle on the vifage of a young blind girly who feemed to leap for 
joy at the found of the direétor’s voice. He atked after her health : 
fhe anfwered him with tranfport. She was taking her tea by the fide. 
of her little table—Her tea!—My friend, you are aftonifhed at this 
luxury in-an hofpital—It is becaufe there is humanity in its adminif= 
tration, and the wretches are not crowded in here in heaps to bé 
ftifled. They give tea to thofe whofe conduét is fatisfactory ; and 
thofe who by their work are able to make fomie favings, enjoy the 
fruits of their induftry. 1 remarked in this hofpital, that the women 
were much more numerous than the men; and among the latter, I 
faw none of thofe hideous figures fo common in the hofpitals of 
Paris, figures on which you trace the mark of crimes, mifery, and in- 
dolence. They have a decent appearance: many of them afked the 
‘diretor for their enlargement, which they obtained. 

«¢ But what refources have they on leaving this houfe? They 
have their hands, anfwered the director, and they may find ufeful 
occupations. . But the women, replied I, what can they do? , Their 
condition is not fo fortunate, faid he. Ina town where fo many men 
are occupied in foreign commerce, the number of unhappy and dif- 
orderly females will be augmented. To prevent this inconvenience, 
jt has been lately propofed to form a new eftablifhment, which fhall 
give to girls of this defcription a ufeful occupation, where the pro- 
duce of the induftry of each perfon fhall be preferved and given to 
her on leaving the houfe ; or if fhe fhould choofe to remain, fhe fliall 
always enjoy the fruit of her own labour. 

“¢ This project will, without doubt, be executed; for the Quakers 
are ingenious and perfeveri ing when they have in view the fuccour of 


the unhappy.” 
A houfe 
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A houfe founded by the late Dr. John Kearfley the elder, for the 
fupport of twelve elderly widows of the Proteftant Epifcopal com- 
munion, in which a number of perfons of that’ defcription, who 
have feen better days, are very comfortably and decently provided 
for. : 

The humane fociety for recovering perfons fuppofed to be dead 
by drowning, eftablithed upon fimilar principles with thofe of the 
‘fame name in moft fea ports in Europe; it is under the care of 
twelve managers, annually chofen by the fubfcribers ; the phyficians 
afford their aid to this inftitution gratis, a number of thefe being ape= 
pointed for the purpofe by the managers, 
~ Almoft every religious fociety has a fund under proper direction, 
fome of which are incorporated for the relief of the widows and 
children of their clergy, or other diftreffed members of their com- 
raunion. e | | 

There are alfo focieties formed for the relief of particular defcrip- 
tions of perfons, with funds raifed by fubfcriptions or otherwife, for 
the purpofe, fuch as the fea captains fociety, the Delaware pilots 
fociety, feparate focieties for the relief and affiftance of emigrants 
and other diftreffed perfons, from England, Scotland, Ireland, Ger- 
many, &c. fome of which are incorporated, fo that there can fearce 
happen an inftance of individual diftrefs, for which a mode of ad- 
vice, affiftance or relief, is not provided without refort to public 
begging. | 

Seminaries of learning are eftablithed upon the moft enlarged and 
liberal principles, of which the principal are, the univerfity of Penn- 
fylvania and college of Philadelphia. 

- Almoft every religious fociety have one or more fchoo!s under 
their immediate direction, for the education of their own youth of 
both fexes, as well of the rich, who are able to pay, as of the poor, 
who are taught and provided with books and ftationary gratis ; be- 
fides which, there are a number of private {chools under the direétion 
of mafters and miftreffes, independent of any public ‘body; and 
there are feveral private academies for the inftruction of young ladies 
in all the branches of polite literature, fuitable to the fex; and there 
is no individual, whofe parents or guard) ans, mafters or miftrefles, 
will take the trouble to apply, but will be admitted into fome one of 
thefe fchools, and if they are unable to pay, will be taught gratis ; 
it ought not to be omitted, that there is a fchool for the Aside 
of every fhade or colour, kept under the care and at the expenfe of 
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the Quakers, into which are admitted gratis, flaves as well as free 
perfons of whatever age, of both fexes, and taught reading, writing, 
arithmetic, knitting, fewing, and other ufeful female accomplifh- 
ments: this fchool was originally inftituted by private fub{criptions- 
of the fociety, with a view to prepare that degraded race for a better 
fituation in civil life; but the will of the late Anthony Benezet, of 
benevolent memory, a confiderable donation from the fociety in Eng- 
land, and fome other charitable devifes, have provided funds ade- 
quate to its future fupport, and it will no longer be burthenfome to 
individuals. 

Sunday {chools, for the inftruétion of children who would other- 
wife {pend that day in idlenefs or mifchief, have lately been initi- 
tuted, and it is to be hoped will tend to amend the morals and cons 
duct of the rifing generation. 

The public library of Philadelphia j is a moft ufefal inftitution ; it 
contains near ten thoufand volumes, well felected, for the intone 
tion and improvement of all ranks of the citizens,; they are depofited 
in an elegant building lately erected, in a modern ftyle, and are 
acceflible evegy day in the week except Sunday. Here the man of 
Jearning may confult the work of the remoteft ages, and trace hif- 
tories, arts and iciences,. from .their infancy to this prefent ftate of 
improvement ; and the mechanic, the labourer, the ftudent or ap- 
prentice, may be fupplied with books to improve their minds. or 
amufe them in their vacant hours athome. ‘The company confifts 
of fome hundreds of proprietors, incorporated by charter, who pay 
ten fhillings annually for the purchafe of new books and defraying 
incidental expenfes; twelve directors are annually chofen, who ma- 
nage the concerns of the company and keepa corre{pondence with 
_ Europe, from whence they are regularly fupplied wah new publicas 
tions of reputation and merit. 

The corporation have lately ordered the ftreets, lanes, and alleys 
_ to be marked at every interfe€tion of each other, and the houfes to 
be numbered. The names painted on boards, with an index hand 
pointing tothe progreflion of the numbers, are already affixed at the 
corners of the ftreets, fo that with the aid of the directory a ftranges 
may find, without difficulty, any houfe whofe {treet and number 
known, 

Lhe city, within a few years paft, has experienced a very remark. 
able revolution in refpe to the healthinefs of its inhabitants: the 
bill of mortality proves that the number of deaths has confiderably 
decreafed fince the year 1783, notwithftanding the great increafe of 

: its; 
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its population; this change in favour of health and life is afcribed 


| ; by phylicians to the co- -operation of the following caufes: ift, The 


arching the dock, whereby a very noxious and offenfive nuifance 
was removed. 2d, The cultivation of the lots adjoining and partly 
furrounding the city, whereby another extenfive fource of putrid 
exhalations is dried up. 3d, An increafed care in cleanfing the ftreets. 
4th, An increafe of horticulture, and confequently a greater con- 


fumption of vegetable aliments. sth, The inftitution, of the difs 


penfary, which has extended medical aid to many hundreds in a year, 
who either perifhed for the want of it, or were facrificed by quacks. 
6th, The more improved ftate of phyfic, whence feveral difeafes 
formerly fatal in moft inftances are better underftood and treated, 
and therefore more generally cured. And 7th, From a general dif- 
fufion of knowledge among all clatles of people, from their libraries, 
their numerous focieties, monthly, weekly, and daily publications, 
whence the people at large are better acquainted than former ly with 
the means of preferving their health, as may be exemplified in one 
inftance ; there was but one death in the fummer of 1792 from 
drinking cold water, whereas fome years ago twenty has not been an 
uncommon number from this fingle caufe. 

In this account of Philadelphia, it may be neceffary to notice, in as. 
concife a manner as poflible, the malignant fever which made fuch 
dreadful ravages there in the year 1793. This account we {hall ex- 
tract from a pamphlet written on that fubje@ by Matthew Carey, 
M.D. of Philadelphia. 

 Previoufly to the appearance of the malignant fever at Philadel- 
phia, the profperity of that city was fuch as, by the introduction of 
luxury, could not but ‘ferioufly alarm thofe who confidered ‘ how 


far the virtue, the liberty, and the happinefs of a nation depend on 


its temperance and fober manners ;’ and although it were prefumption, 
adds the author, to ¢ attempt to fcan the decrees of Heaven, yet few, 
I believe, will pretend to deny, that fomething was wanting to hum- 
ble the pride of a city, which was running on in full career to = 
goal of prodigality and diffipation.’ 

How low this prodigal and luxurious city was s- bowed 3 in the au- 
tumn of 1793, may be gathered from the fubjoined ftatement : 

‘ Moft people who could by any means make it convenient, fled 
from the citys. Of thofe who remained, many flut themfelves up 
vin their houtes, and were afraid to walk the ftreets. The fmoke of. 
“tobacco being regarde d as a preventative, many perfons, even wo- 
5 Vou. IL. g 1 | men 
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men and finall boys, had fegars conftantly in their mouths. Others 
placing full confidence in garlic, chewed {it almoft the whole day ; 
fome kept it in their fhoes. ‘Many were afraid to allow the barbers 
or hair-dreffers to come near them, as inftances had occurred of 
fome of them having fhaved the dead, and many of them had en- 
gaged as bleeders. Some who carried their caution pretty far, 
bought lancets for themfelves, not daring to be bled with the lancets 
of the bleeders. Some, houfes were hardly a moment in the day free 
from the fmell of gunpowder, burned tobacco, nitre, fprinkled 
vinegar, &c. Many of the churches were almoft deferted, and fome 
wholly clofed. The coffee-houfe was fhut up, as was the city li- 
brary, and moft of the public offices; three out of the four daily | 
papers were dropped, as were fome of the other papers. Many were 
almoft inceflantly purifying, fcouring and whitewafhing their rooms. 
Thofe who ventured abroad, had handkerchiefs or fponges impreg- 
nated with vinegar or camphor at their nofes, or elfe {melling-bottles 
with the thieves’ vinegar. Others carried pieces of tarred rope in 
their hands or pockets, or camphor bags tied round their necks. 
The corpfes of the moft refpectable citizens, even thofe who did 
not die of the epidemic, were carried to the grave on the fhafts of a 
chair, the horfe driven by a negro, unattended by a friend or re- 
lation, and without any fort of ceremony. People haftily fthifted 
their courfe at the fight of a hearfe coming towards them. Many 
never walked on the foot path, but went into the middle of the 
ftreets, to avoid being infected in pafling by houfes wherein people 
had died. Acquaintances and’friends avoided each other in the 
ftreets, and only fignified their regard by a cold nod. The old 


3 ~euftom of fhaking hands fell into fuch general difufe, that many 


were affronted even at the offer of the hand, A perfon with a crape 
or any appearance of mourning, was fhunned like a viper. And many 
valued theméelves highly on the fkill and addrefs with which they got 
to windward of every perfon they met. Indeed it is not probable 
that London, at the laft ftage of the plague, exhibited ftronger 
marks of terror than were to be feen in Philadelphia, from the 25th 
er 26th of Auguft till pretty late in September. When people fum- 
moned up refolution to walk abroad and take the air, the fick-cart ~ 
conveying patients to the: hofpital, or the hearfe carrying the dead 
to the grave, which were travelling almoft the whole day, foon 
damped their fpirits, and plunged them again into defpondency.”, 
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How entirely fociety was diffolved, and all the charities and ac- 
commodations of life fufpended, the following circumftances will 
thew : 

‘< With the poor the cafe was, as might be expected, SaGeiichs 
worfe than with the rich. Many of thefe have perifhed, without a 
human being to hand them a drink of water, to adminifter medi- 
cines, or to perform any charitable office for them. Various in- 
{tances have occurred, of dead bodies found lying in the flreets, of 
perfons who had no houfe or habitation, and cou!d procure no 
fhelter. 

«¢ A man and his wife, once in affluent circumftances, wete found 
lying dead in bed, and between them was their child, a little infant, 
who was fucking its mother’s breafts, How long they had lain thus 
was uncertain. 

“A woman, whofe hufband had juft died of a fever, was feized 
with the pains of labour, and had nobody to affift her, as the women 
in the neighbourhood were afraid to go into the houfe. She lay for 
a confiderable time in a degree of anguith that will not bear defcrip- 
tion; at length fhe ftruggled to reach the window, and cried out 
for affiftance: two men, pafling by, went up ftairs, but they came 
at too late a ftage ; fhe was ftriving with death, and actually in a eae 
minutes expired in their arms. ; 

“Another woman, whofe hufband-and two children lay dead in 
the room with her, was in. the fame fituation as the former, without 
a midwife, or any other perfon to aid her. Her cries at the window 
brought up one of the carters employed by the committee for the re- 
lief of the fick. With his affiftance fhe was delivered of a child, 
which died in a few minutes, as did the mother, who. was utterly ex- 
haufted by her labour, by the diforder, and by the dreadiul {pectacle 
before her. And thus lay in one room no lefs than five dead bodies, 
an entire family, carried off in an hour or two. . Many inftances 
have occurred of refpeétable women, who, in their lying-in, have 
been obliged to depend on their maid fervants for affiftance ; and 
fome have had none but from their hufbands. Some of the midwives 
were dead, and others had left the city. 

“A fervant girl belonging to a family in this city, in which the 
fever had prevailed, was appr ehenfive of danger, and refolved to re- 
move to a relation’s houfe in the country ; fhe was, however, taken 
fick on the road, and returned to town, where fhe could fiud no pers 
fon to receive her. One of the guardians of the poor provided a 

Cee : Carty 


428 GENERAL DESCRIPTION 


eart, and took her to the alms-houfe, into which fhe was refufed ad- 
mittance. She was brought back, and the guardian offered five dol- 
lars to procure her a fingle night’s lodging, but in vain. And in 
fine, after every effort made to provide her fhelter, fhe abfolutely 
expired in the cart. : 

“© To relate all the frightful cafes of this nature that occurred 
would fill a volume. 

¢¢ The public diftrefs was confiderably increafed by the abfence of 
the prefident, and of moft, if not all, of the other federal officers : 
the governor too, and almoft all the officers of ftate, were abfent or _ 
had retired: except the mayor and one other magiftrate, the muni- 
cipal officers likewife were away: fo that, when the city moft needed 
counfellors, fhe was moft deftitute of counfel. The firft victim, as 
far as is known, was feized by the diforder on the 26th or 27th of 
July, and died on the 6th or 7th of Auguft. ‘The difeate {pread 
during Auguft; and the alarm increafed to fuch a degree, that on 
the zoth of September the Mayor called a meeting of the citizens, 
“at which very few attended, thongh ten citizens offered themfelves 
vas affiftants to the guardians of the poor. On the 14th, a committee 
“was appointed to tranfaé the whole of the bufinefs relative to the 
fick, to procure phyficians, nurfes and attendants. It confifted of 
twenty-fix perfons: but, by the death of four, and by the defertion 
of four others, it was reduced to eighteen. . Thefe eighteen, men 
chiefly in the middle walks of ‘life, from the day of their appoint- 
ment till the ceffation of the fever, watched over the fick, the poor, 
the widow and the orphan, with fuch vigilance as ta check the pro- 
grefs of defiruction, eminently to relieve the diftreffed, and to reftore 
‘confidence to the terrified inhabitants of Philadelphia.” . 

Of the operations ‘of this cominittec, an inflructive accountis given 
by our author, which we cannot detail. “They conlifted principally in 
meafures for the burial of the dead, in the removal of the fick ta the hof- 
pital at Bufh-hill, and in borrowing money from the bank of Norih- 
America to relieve the diftrefled ; of whom there occurred weekly ~ 
twelve hundred people, many of them having families of four, five, and 
fix perfons. The numerous deaths of heads of families left a very large 
body of children} for. whom it was neceflary to provide ; and hence 
the committee "found themfelves obliged to eftabuth an orphan 
houfe: nor were their labours clofed till they had provided for the 
cleanfing and purification of the houfes in which the fever had pre- 
vailed. It was not till the r4th of November that they finally ad= 
dreffed their fellow-citizens, informing them of the reftoration of the 
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city t to as great a degree of health as ufually had prevailed at the fame 
feafon. 

Dr. Carey beftows great and merited praife on Mr. Stephen Gerrard, 
a wealthy merchant, anda mative of France, who, witha {pirit truly 
benevolent and magnanimous, offered to fuperintend the hofpital at 
Bufh-hill. To the energetic philanthropy, and perfevering exertions 
of this exalted character, and his voluntary affociates, is to be attri- 
buted the ultimate eradication of this dreadful contagion from the city. 
‘They found the hofpital in the moft wretched and deplorable ftate, 
but, thro’ their united efforts, the greateft order was foon introduced. 
In this hofpital, before Sept. 16th, ‘‘a profligate, abandoned fet of. 
nurfes and attendants (hardly any of good charaéter could at that 
time be procured) rioted on the provifions and comforts, pre- 
pared for the fick, who, unleis at the hours when the doétors 
attended, were left almoft entirely deftitute of every affiftance. 
‘The dying and dead were indifcriminately mingled together. 
The evacuations of the fick were allowed to remain in the moft 
offenfive ftate. imaginable ; not the’ fmalleft appearance of or- 
der or regularity exifted. It was, in fat, a great human flaughter- 
houfe, where numerous victims were immolated at the altar of riot 
and intemperance. No wonder, then, that a general dread of the 
place prevailed through the city, ‘and that a removal to it was confie - 
dered as the feal of death. In confequence, there were various in- 
{tances of fick perfons locking their rooms, and refifting every at- 
tempt to carry them away. At length, the poor were fe much afraid of 
being fent to Bufh-hill, that they would not faa ce. 6 their illnets, 
until it was no longer poffible to conceal it.’ 

Such, however, was the regularity introduced by the managers; 
and fuch was the care and tendernefs with which they treated the pa- 
tients, and which they obliged the attendants to obferve, that, ina 
week or two, the application for admithon became importunate ; 
and it was neceflary, by requiring a certificate from a phyfician, 
{pecifying that the bearer laboured under the fever, to guard againgt 
improper objects. Of the humber of patients received, about five 
hundred died (one third of the whole) within two wii after their 
admiffion. 

At the end of his account of the Bufh- hill | hofpital, Dr. Ohi 
adds the following obfervation concerning its active and beneficent 
managers, which we feel a pleafure in inferting ; 

“ Before I conclude this chapter, let me add, that the perfeverance 
of the managers of that noipital has been equally meritorious ‘with 
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their original beneficence. During the whole calamity to this time 
they have attended uninterruptedly, for fix, feven, or eight hours a 
day, renouncing almoft every care of private affairs. They have 
had a laborious tour of duty to. perform—to encourage and comfort 
the fick—to hand them neceffaries and medicines—to wipe the fweat 
off their brows—and to perform many difgutting offices of kindnefs for _ 
them, which nothing could render tolerable, but the exalted mo- 
tives that impelled them to this heroic conduct.” 

This difeafe proved particularly fatal to phyficians and to the 
clergy, in confequence of its contagious nature. Of the profligate, 
and of the corpulent, few are faid to have recovered. The French, 
- who were fettled in Philadelphia, efcaped its ravages in a remarkable 
manner. The negroes did not totally efcape, though not many were 
feized with the fever; and in thefe it is faid to have yielded more 
eafily to medicine than in the whites. An opinion’ prevailed that 
cold and rain extinguifhed the diforder, but this is fhewn ‘by the 
prefent writer, from a ftatement of the weather, to have been 
erroneous. A fimilar error concerning the plague and other 
contagious difeafes has been current in moft countries among the 
_ aninformed. | 

Among the defultory fadts and reflections, wih which Dr. Carey’s 
work abounds, fome appear worthy of the notice of European 
readers. The late dreadtul fufferings—the lofs of four thous 
fand lives—the terror and uncomfortable ftate of the reft—the 
injury fuftained by the commercial intereft of the ftate—might 
all have been prevented, if the magiftrates had been invefted | 
- ‘with authority to interpofe in time, and if they had exerted that au- 
thority properly. 

“For a whole month, the difeafe lurked in one ftreet, and was con- 
fined to afew houfes in that ftreet. Who can doubt that it might 
eafily have been ftifled in its birth ?”? but.then, is Mr. Carey certain 
that the phyficians and magiftrates were apprized of the deleterious 
nature of the contagion? It might probably, for fome time, have 
been confounded with an ordinary epidemic; and ftatefmen have not 
‘yet condefcended to frame ‘regulations for checking the ravages that 
common contagious fevers produce ; though the defign is important, 
‘and, as we believe, praéticable—The affertion (p. 85) “ that half 
or athird of thofe who died (one thoufand four hundred, or two 
thoufand perfons) perithed for want of the neceflary care and atten- 
‘tion, owing to the extraordinary panic,” muft fill every breaft, in 
which common fympathy for human fufferings refides, with indig- 
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nant grief, and. many at Philadelphia with the moft lively regret. 
The ties of blood and of affection appear indeed to have been torn 
afunder by fear, with a degree of violence which is inconceivable to 
a f{pectator of the ufual afpeét of fociat life. 
The following occurs (p. 107) among his detached obfervations s 
** Shall I be pardoned for paffing a cenfure on thofe, whofe mif- 
taken zeal Jed them, during the moft dreadful ftages of the calamity, 
to crowd fome.of our churches, and aid this frightful enemy in his 
work of deftruction ? who, fearful left their prayers and adoration at 
home would not find acceptance before the Deity, reforted to 
churches filled with bodies of contagious air, where, with every 
breath, they inhaled noxious miafmata? ‘To this fingle caufe I am 
bold in afcribing a large proportion of the mortality; and it is remark- 
ablé that thofe congregations, whofe places of worfhip were mok 
erowded, have fuffered the moft dreadfully. Will men never acquire 
wifdom ? Are we yet to learn, that the Almighty Archite& of the 
heavens and the earth does not require ‘ temples made with men’s 
hands ?”” that going to a place of worfhip, againft the great law of 
felf-prefervation, implanted in indelible characters by his Divine 
hand, on the breaft of every one of his creatures, conftitutes no part 
of the adoration due to the Maker and Preferver of mankind? That 
“a meek and humble heart’ is the temple wherein he delights to be 
worfhipped ? I hope not—I hope the awful leffon fome of our con- 
gregations hold forth on this fubject, by a mortality out of all pro- 
portion to their numbers, will ferve asa memento at all future times 
in the like critical emergencies!” 
To this account we fubjoin the following lift of the number of 
perfons who fell a prey to this deftructive malady : 
Re OI a 6 pac ae < nae 
PmerCrneE 5 Fg ed I ae 
oO 1 Nea agi eae aa ae RA a cg Se 
Pe MONEE Boy fe 5 gk Oe eee eee 
Wi yene. seared ingress ee ars 2 
¥ Baptifts, CU esse | ee ana 50 
Me DUAROUIBS, GAO gS eae 
RO Nee Mees ILO Re a eee 39 
“ German part of St. Mary’s congregation . . 39 


Total 4031* 
* SeeCaney’s Shert Account of the Malignant Fever, er Svo. 34 edit, 
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No city can boaft of fo many ufeful improvements in manufactures, 
in the mechanical arts, in the art of healing, and particularly in the 
fcience of humanity, as Philadelphia.. The tradefmen and manufac 
turers have become fo numerous, that they: are beginning to afflo- 
ciate for mutual improvement, and to promote regularity and uni- 
formity in their feveral occupations. The carpenters, the cord- 
wainers, the taylors, the watch-makers, the joiners, and hair-dref- 
fers, have already affociated, and others are forming into companies 
upon the fame plan. 

The Philadelphians have exerted their endeavours with happy 
and growing fuccefs, to prevent the intemperate ufe of fpirituous li- 
quors. In accomplifhing this benevolent purpofe, on which fo much 
of the profperity and glory of their empire depends, every good citizen 
in the Union ought cheerfully to lend his aid and influence. As one 
important flep towards effecting their defign, they are encouraging 
breweries, which are faft increafing. There are fourteen already in 
the city, and feven or eight in the country. The increafe of the con- 
. fumption of beer, in the courfe of a few years paft, in every part of 
America, and particularly in Pennfylvania, has been aftonifhing. It 
has become.a fafhionable drink, and it is not improbable, but that 
in a few years it will come into univerfal ufe among all clafles of. 
people. . In proportion as the ufe of beer increafes, in the fame pro- 
portion will the ufe of fpirituous liquors decreaie. _ This will 
be a happy change. The Philadelphia porter, which is exported. 
to various parts, is reckoned equal to that which is manufactured in 
London. | : 

In fhort, whether we confider the local fituation, the fize, the 
beauty, the variety and utility of the improvements in mechanics, 
agriculture, and manufactures, or the induftry, the enterprize, the 
humanity, and the abilities of the inhabitants of the city of Phi- 
ladelphia, it merits to be viewed as the capital of the flourihing em- 
pire of United America. 


LANCASTER. 


The borough of Lancafter is the largeft inland town in the United 
States. It is the feat of juftice in Lancafter county, and ftands on 
Coneftoga creek, fixty-fix miles, a little to the north of the weft 
from Philadelphia. Its trade is already large, and mutt increafe ir 
proportion as the furrounding country populates. It contains about 
feven or eight hundred houfes, befides a moft elegant court houfe, 

a num- 
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a aaa of handfome churches, and other public buildings, and 
about five thoufand inhabitants, a great proportion we whom are 


manufacturers. 
CARLISLE. 


Carlifle is the feat of juftice in Cumberland county, and is one 
hundred and twenty miles weitward of Philadelphia. It contains up« 
wards of fixteen hundred mhabitants, who live in more than three 
hundred ftone houfes, and worfhip in three churches. They 
have alfo a court houfe and acollege. Forty years ago, this {pot 
was a wildernefs,: and inhabited by Indians and wild. beafts. A 
like inftance of the rapid progrefs of the arts of civilized life is 
{carcely to be found in hiftory. 


PITTSBURGH, 


On the weftern fide of the Allegany mountains, three hundred 
and twenty miles weftward of Philadelphia, is beautifully fituated on 
alarge plain, which is the point of land between the Allegany and 
Monongahela river, and about a quarter of a mile above their con- 
fluence, in latitude 40° 26’ north. It contains about two hundred 
houfes, ftores, and fhops, and about a thoufand inhabitants, who 
are chiefly Prefoyterians. and Epifcopalians. .The furrounding 
country is very hilly, but good land, and well ftored with excellent 
coal. The rivers abound with fine fifh, fuch as pike, perch, and 
cat fifh, which are all much larger than the fame fpecies on the eaftern — 
fide of the mountains. , 

This town is laid out on Penn’s plan, and is a thoroughfare for 
travellers from. the Eaftern and Middle States, to the fettlement on 
the Ohio... 


& 


The fhire town of Northumberland county, is fituated on 1 the eaft 
fide of Sufquehannah river, juft below the junction of the eatt and 
weit branches, in about latitude 40° 53’, and about one hundred 
and twenty miles north-weft from Philadelphia, and contains 


about one hundred houfes. 
| BETHLEHEM. 


SUNBURY, 


Bethlehem is fituated’ on the river Lehigh, a weftern branch of 
_the sdcpitinns: fifty-three miles north of Philadelphia, in latitude 
40°:37's The town being built partly on high mfing ground, and 
partly: on the lower banks of the Manakes, a fine creek, which af- 
fords trout and other filh, has avery pleafant and. healthy fituation, 
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and is frequently vifited in the fummer feafon by gentry from different 
parts. The profpectis not extenfive, being bounded very near.by a 
chain of the Lehigh hills. To the northward is a tract of land called 
the dry Jands. 

In the year 1787, the number of inhabitants amounted to between 
five and fix hundred, and the houfes were about fixty in number, 
moftly good flrong buildings of lime-ftone. The town has fince 
confiderably increafed, and the number of inhabitants at prefent are 
about one thoufand. 

Befides the church or publi¢e maceting-hall, there are three large 
fpacious buildings, &c. 

1. The fingle brethren’s or young men’s houfe, facing the main © 
ftreet or public road. Here the greateft part of the fingle tradef- 
men, journeymen, and apprentices of the town are boarded at a mo- 
derate rate, under the infpection of an elder and warden, and have, ~ 
befides the public meetings, their houfe for devotions, and morning 
and evening prayers. Different trades are carried on in the houfe for 
the benefit of the fame. 

2. The fingle fifters, or young women’s houfe, where they live 
under the care of female infpectors. Such as are not employed in 
private families, earn their bread moftly by fpinning, fewing, fine 
needle-work, knitting, and other female occupations. 

Though this houfe has its particular regulations to preferve order 
and decorum, and may perhaps bear fome refemblance toa nunnery, 
being fometimes improperly fo called, yet the plan is very different. 
The ladies are at liberty to go about their bufinefs in the town, 
or to take a walk for recreation; and fome are employed in pri- 
vate families, or live with their parents ; neither are they bound to 
remain fingle, for every year a number of them enter into the mar- 
ried ftate. 

As to their almoft uniform drefs, the women in general, for the 
fake of avoiding extravagance, and the follies of fafhion, have hitherto 
kept to a particular fimple drefs, introduced among them by the 
Germans many years ago. 

3. The houfe for the widow women; where fuch as have not a 
houfe of their own, or means to have their own houfe furnifhed, 

live nearly in the fame way as do the fingle fifters. Such as are poor, 
infirm, and fuperannuated, are affifted or maintained by the congre- 
gation, as is the cafe with other members of the fame that are not able 
to obtain fubfiftence for themfelves, 
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There is, befides, an inftitution of a fociety of married men, be- 
gun fince the year 1770, for the fupport of their widows. A confi- 
~ derable fund or principal has been raifed by them, the intereft of 
which, as wellas the yearly contributions of the members, is regu- 
larly divided among the widows whofe hufbands have been members 
of the inftitution. , 7 
In the houfe adjoining the church is the {choo} for girls; and fince 
the year 1787, a boarding fchool for young ladies from different 
parts, who are inftruéted in reading and writing, both Englifh and 
German, grammar, arithmetic, hiftory, geography, needle-work, 
mufic, &c. 

The minifter of the place has the fpecial care and infpetion of this 
as well as of the boys fchool, which is kept in a feparate houfe, fitted 
to that purpofe, and are taught reading and writing in both lan- 
guages, the rudiments of the Latin tongue, arithmetic, &c. Thefe 
{chools, efpecially that for the young ladies, are defervedly in very 
high repute, and fcholars, more than can be accommodated, are of 
fered from all parts of the United States. 

Befides the different houfes for private tradefmen, mechanics, and 
others, there is a public tavern at the north end of the town, with 
good accommodations ; alfo a ftore, with a general affortment of 
goods; an apothecary’s fhop; a large farm yard ; and on the lower 
part, on Manakes creek, is a large tan yard, a currier’s and dyer’s 
fhop, a grift mill, fulling mill, oil mill and faw mill; and on the 
banks of the Lehigh, is a brewery. 

The town is fupplied with good water from a fpring, which being 
in the lower part of the town, is raifed up the hill by a machine of a 
very fimple conftruction, to the height of upwards of one hundred 
feet, into a refervoir, whence it is conduéted by pipes into the fe- 
veral itreets and public buildings of the town. | 

The ferry acrofs the river is of fuch particular contrivance, that a 
flat, large enough to carry a team of fix horfes, runs on a ftrong rope 
fixed and ftretched acrofs; and, by the mere force of the ftream, 
without any other affiftance, croffes the river backwards and forwards; 
the flat always being put in an oblique direction, with its foremoft 
end verging towards the line defcribed by the rope. 

The greater part of the inhabitants, as well as the people in the 
neighbourhood, being of German extraction, this language is more 
in ule than the Englith. The latter, however, is taught in the 
tchools, and divine fervice is performed in beth languages. 
ie 3K 2 NAZARETH. 
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NAZARETH. 


Nazareth is ten miles north from Bethlehem, and fixty-three north 
from Philadelphia ; it is a tract of good land, containing about five 
thoufand acres, purchafed originally by the Rev. Mr. George Whit- 
field in 1740, and fold two years after to the brethren. The town 
was laid out almoft in the center of this tract in 1772... Two ftreets 
crofs each other at right angles, and form a fqtiare in the middle, of 
three -hundred and forty, by two hundred feet. The largeft build- 
ing is a ftone houfe, erected in 1755, named Nazareth hall, ninety- 
eight by forty-fix long, and fifty-four in height. In the lowermoft 
ftory is a {pacious meeting hall, or church; the upper part of the — 
houfe is chiefly fitted for a boarding-fchool, where youth, from dit- 
ferent parts, are under the care and infpection of the minifter of the 
place and feveral tutors, and are inftructed in the Englith, German, 
Latin, and French languages ; in hiftory, geography, book-keeping, 
mathematics, mufic, drawing, and other fciences.. The front of 
the houfe faces a large fquare open to the fouth, adjoining a fine 
piece of meadow ground, and commands a mott beauriful and ex- 
tenfive profpect. Another elegant building oa the eaft fide of Na- 
zareth hall is inhabited by fingle fifters, who have the fame regula- 
tions and way of living as thofe in Bethlehem. Befides their prin- 
cipal manufactory for {pinning and twifting cotton, they have lately 
begun to draw wax tapers. 

At the fouth-weft corner of the aforefaid fquare, in the middle of 
the town, is the fingle brethren’s houfe, and on the eaft-fouth-eaft 
corner a ftore. On the fouthernmoft end of the fireet is a good ta- 
vern. Phe houfes are, a few excepted, built of lime ffone, one or 
two ftories high, inhabited by tradef{men and mechanics, moitly of 
German extraction. ‘The inhabitants are fupplied with water con- 
veyed to them by pipes from a fine {pring near the town. The place 
is noted for having an exceedingly pleafant fituation, and enjoying a 
pure and falubrious air, The number of inhabitants in the town and 
rarms belonging to it, Schoeneck included, conftitutin ig one congre- 
gation, and meeting for divine fervice on Sundays and holidays at 
Nazareth hall, was, in the year 1788, about four hundred and fifty, 
fince which time they are confiderably increafed. 


LITIZ. 


Litiz is in Lancafter county and Warwick townfhip, eight miles 
from Lancatter, and feventy miles weft from Philadelphia. This fet-. 
tlement 
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tlement was begun in the year 1757. ‘There are now, befides an 
elegant church, and the houfes of the fingle brethren and fingle 
fifters, which form a large fquare, anumber of houfes for private 
families, with a ftore and tavern, allin one ftreet. There is alfo a 
good farm and feveral mill works belonging to the place. The 
number of inhabitants, including thofe that belong to Litiz congrega- 
tion, living on their farms in the neighbourhood, amounted in 1787, 
- to upwards of three hundred. 

The three laft-mentioned towns are fettled chiefly by Moravians, 
or the United Brethren. 


HARRISBURGH. 


Harrifburgh, as it is commonly called, but legally ftiled Louif- 
burgh, is the principal town in Dauphin county, is a very flourifh- 
ing place, about one hundred miles weft by north from Philadelphia. . 
It contained, in 1789, one hundred and thirty dwelling houfes, a 
fione gaol, and a German church. At that period it had been 
fettled but about three years. 


WASHINGTON, 


Three hundred miles weft of Philadelphia, and beyond the Ohio, 
has. been ettled fince the war, and is remarkable for the variety ut 
its manufactures for fo young and interior a town ; it has thirty-two 
manufactures of twenty-two different kinds. be 


POPULATION. 


In the grand convention held at Philadelphia in 1784, the inhabi- 
tants in this State were reckoned at three hundred and fixty thoufand. 
In 1790, according to the cenfus then taken, they were four hundred 
and thirty-four thoufand three hundred and feventy-three, being an 
increale of feventy-four thoufand three hundred and feventy-three, or 
twenty-four thoufand feven hundred and ninety-one per ann. Reck- 
oning only on the fame proportion of increafe, the prefent number 
- of inhabitants in Pennfylvania cannot be much lefs than five hundred 
and fifty thoufand. Thenumber of militia in this State is eftimated at 
about one hundred thonfand, between eighteen and fifty-three years 
- of age. 

al ie following table fhews the proportionate population of each 
county, according to the cenfus of 1790, 


PENN: 
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PENNS YLVANTA. 


All other free perfons 


COUNTIES. 


Free white males of 16 
years and upwards 
16 years. 


Free white males under 
Free white females. 


wn 
vo 
- 
ay 
n tH 


ere een | 


City of Philadelphia. .| 7739} 5270) 13883|1420| 210) 28522 
Subuths foseretie. evtat. [ungO2Z1 325740 BOR) 2801 TiGstmaeoge 


Total of city and fuburbs, 11360] 8244] 20838)1805| 273) 42520 


Remainderof Philadel- 
‘ehia eounty ge sy 3126} 2652! 5682] 297) 114) 11871 
Montgomery . ~~ -| 6008) 5383] 10984) 440) 114) 22929 


Bucks sce ws ec. se. OS 75). 0471 120371 S81] 201) Senate 
MCIAWGLe. 4 fe. eo cers 2536) 2113) 4495) 289 50} 9483 
Chefter. . . 2. + «| 7488! 6595] 13166] 543) 145) 27937 
Parca ter 6 en ease 20us 9713; 8070 17471 545| 348) 36147 


Berks 1... <. 5 a>e. 6) 7754. 7551) 14048) 2071 On ogoigG 
Northampton .. - «| 6008) 6410] 11676) 133] 23) 24250 
Mrernes os ees. ce ee) 1230) LISS. °2213| ais ea ooo 
Dauphin . . . 9. + «| 4657] 4437] 8814! 57) 212] 18177 
Northumberland . . .{ 4191) 4726} 8046) 109, 8g} 17161 
{1 Mifflin . . « + » otal TOSS L1O4QN  96f5) | a2 co eos 
Huntingdon... ©. . | 1872) 2089) 3537) 24] 43) 7565 
Cumberland. . . - «| 4821] 4537) 8456) 206] 223) 18243 


Bedford. —.% (sf) 2_ 2887! 38411 6316) 34! 46) 13124] 
Franklin . . 2 + © «} 4022} 3860) 7170) 273} 330) 15655 
York. + 2 8 ee 9213} 9527) 17671] 837] 499) 37747 


Weftmoreland . . - «| 4013} 4355; 7483] 39 128) 16018 
Allegany . . 2 + + «| 2635 2745) 47611 9g} 159) 10309 
| Wafhington . . .- > 5334} 7170} 11087] 12] 263] 23866 
Payette’. «sj. 9-3 a. 3425) 3416 6154} 48} 282] 13325 


110788)106948 206363 6557/3737 434373 
Sani | 


RELIGION AND CHARACTER. 


The fituation of religion and religious rights and liberty in Penn- 
fylvania isa matter that deferves the attention of all fober and well- 
difpofed people, who may have thoughts of feeking the enjoyment 
of civil and religious liberty in America. This State always afforded 
an afylum to the perfecuted feéts of Europe. No church or fo- 
ciety ever was eftablifhed here, no tithes or tenths can be demanded ; 


4 and 
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and though fome regulations of the crown of England excluded two 


' churches from « ihare in the government of the province, thefe are 


now done away with regard to every religious fociety whatever. A 
convention of fpecial reprefentatives of the citizens of Pennfylvania 
have had under confideration ail the errors that had inadvertently 
crept into their conftitution and frame of government, and, in the 
act they have publifhed for the examination of the people, they 
have rejected the deteffable baif-way doétrine of Toleration, and have 
eftablifoed, upon firm and perfectly equal ground, ai denominations 
of religious men. By the provifions of the new code, a Proteftant, 
a Roman Catholic, and a Hebrew, m may elect or be elected to any 
office in the State, and purfue any lawful calling, occupation, or — 
profeffion. 

The inhabitants of Pennfylvania are principally the defepediine 
of the Englifh, Irith and Germans, with fome Scotch, Welch, 
Swedes and a few Dutch. There are alfo many of the Irifh and 
Germans who emigrated when young or middle-aged. The Friends 
and Epifcopalians are chiefly of Englith extraction, and compofe 
about one-third of the inhabitants. They live principally in the 
city of Philadelphia, and in the counties of Chefter, Philadelphia, 
Bucks and Montgomery. The Irifh are. moftly Prefbyterians, but 
fome Catholics. Their anceftors came from the north of Ireland, 
which was originally fettled from Scotland ; hence they have fome- 
times been called Scotch Irifh, to denote their double defcent; but 
they are commonly and more properly called Irith, or the defcend- 
ants of people from the north of Ireland. They inhabit the weftern 
and frontier counties, and are numerous. 

The Germans compofe about one quarter of the inhabitants of 
Pennfylvania. They are moft numerous in the north parts of the 
city of Philadelphia, and the counties of Philadelphia, Montgomery, 
Bucks, Dauphin, Lancafter, York, and Northampton, moftly in 
the four laft, and are {preading in other parts. They confift of Lu- 
therans (who are the moft numerous fect) Calvinifts or Reformed 


Church, Moravians, Catholics, Mennonifts, Tunkers (corruptly 


called Dunkers) and Zwingfelters, who are a fpecies of Quakers, 
Thefe are all diftinguifhed for their temperance, ames and 
economy. 

The Germans have ufually fifteen of fixty-nine sere in the 
Affembly ; and fome of them have arifen to tHe firft honours in the 
State, and now fill a number of the higher offices ; yet the body of 

them 


he 
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them want education. <A literary fpirit has however of late been inte 
creafing among them. 

The Baptifts, except the Mennonift and Tunker Baptides, who 
are Germans, are chiefly the defcendants of emigrants from 
Wales, and are not numerous. A proportionate affemblage of the 
national prejudices, the manners, cuftoms, religions, and political 
fentiments of all thefe, will form the Pennfylvanian character. As _ 
the leading traits in this character, thus conftituted, we may venture 
to mention induftry, frugality, bordering in fome inftances on parfi- 
mony, enterprize, a tafte and ability for improvements in mechanics, 
in manufactures, in agriculture, in public buildings and inftitutions, 
in commerce, and in the liberal fciences; temperance, plainnefs, 
and fimplicity in drefs and manners; pride and humility in their ex- 
tremes; inoffenfivenefs and intrigue; and in regard to religion, vA- 
RIETY and HARMONY. Such appear to be the diftinguifhing traits 
in the collective Pennfylvanian character. 


LITERARY, HUMANE, AND OTHER USEFUL 
SOCIETIES. 


Thefe are more numerous and flourifliing in Pennfylvania, than ia 
any of the United States. The names of the principal of thele im- 
proving inftitutions, the times when they were eftablithed, and the fum- 
mary of the benevolent defigns they were intended to ees 
will be mentioned in their order. 

1. The American Philofophical Society, held at Philadelphia, for 
promoting ufeful knowledge. This fociety was formed January ad, 
1769, by the union of two other literary focieties that had fubfitted for 
fome time in Philadelphia, and were created one body corporate and 
politic, with fuch powers, privileges, and immunities as are necef- 
fary for anfwering the valuable purpofes which the fociety had origi- 
nally in view, by a charter granted by the Commonwealth of Penn- 
fylvania, on the 15th of March, 1780. This fociety have already 
publifhed three very valuable volumes of their tranfactions ; one in 
1771, One in 1786, and the other in 1793. 

In 1771, this fociety confifted of nearly three hundred mem- 
bers ; and upwards of one hufftired and twenty have fince been 
added; a large proportion of which are perfons of the firft diftine- 
ion in eae 
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Their charter allows them to hold lands, gifts, &¢. to the amount 
ef the clear yearly value of ten thoufand bufhels of wheat. The 
number of members is not limited. 

2. The Society for promoting Political Inquiries, pasting, of 
fifty members, inftituted in February, 1987. 

3. The College of Phyficians, inftituted in 1787, for the pre- 
_ motion of medical, anatomical, and chemical knowlege, incorpo- 
rated by act of Affembly, March, 1789. 

4. The Pennfylvania Hofpital, a humane inftitution, which was 
firft meditated in 1750, and carriéd into effect by means of a liberal 
fubicription of about 30001. and by the affiftance of the Affembly, 
who, in 171, granted as much more for the purpofe. The prefent 
building was begun in 1754, and finifhed in 1756. This hofpital 
is under the direction of twelve managers, chofen annually, and ig 
vifited. every year by a committee of the Affembly. The accounts 
of the managers are fubmitted to the infpeétion of the legiflature. 
Six phyfcians attend gratis, and generally prefcribe twice or three 
times in a week, in their turns. This hofpital is the general receptacle 
of lunatics and madmen, and of thofe affeéted with other diforders, 
and are unable to fupport themfelves. Here they are humanely 
treated and well provided for. 

5. The Philadelphia Difpenfary, for the medical relief of the poor. 
This benevolent inftitution was eftablifhed on the rath of April, 
1786, and is {upported by annual fubfcriptions of thirty-five fhillings 
each perfon. . No lefs than eighteen hundred patients were admitted 
within fixteen months after the firft opening of the difpenfary. It 
is under the direction of twelve managers and fix phyficians, all of 
whom attend gratis. This inftitution exhibits an application of 
fomething like the mechanical powers to the purpofes of humanity. 
‘The greateft quantity of good is produced this way with the leat 
money. Five hundred pounds a year defrays all the expenfes of the 
inftitution. The poor are taken care of in their own houfes, and 
provide every thing fer themfelves, except medicines, cordials, 
drinks, &c. cell 

6. The Pennfylvania Society, for promoting the abolition of 
flavery, and the relief of free negroes unlawfully held in bondage. 
This fociety was begun in 1774, and enlarged on the 23d of April, 
1787. The officers of the fociety confift of a prefident, two vice- 
prefidents, two fecretaries, a treafurer, four counfellors, an electing 
committee of twelve, and an acting committee of fix members ; 3 all 
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of whom, except the laft, are to be chofen annually by ballot orf thé 
firft Monday in January. The fociety meet quarterly, and each 
member contributes ten fhillings annually, in quarterly payments, 
fowards defraying its contingent expenfes. 

The legiflature of this State have favoured the humane defigns H 
this fociety, by “ An A& for the gradual Abolition of Slavery,” 
paffed on the firft of March, 1780; wherein, among other things, 
it is ordained, that no perfon born within the State, after the pafling 
of the act, fhall be confidered as a fervant for life; and all perpetual 
flavery is by this at for ever abolifhed. The act provides, that 
thofe who would, in cafe this act had not been made, have been 
born fervants or flaves, fhall be deemed fuch, till they fhall attaim 
the age of twenty-eight years; but they are to be treated in all re- 
fpeéts as fervants bound by indenture for four years. 

7. The Society of the United Brethren, for propagating the gofpel 
dmong the heathens, inftituted in 1787, to be held ftatedly at Beth 
Iehem. An aét, incorporating this fociety, and invefting it with ail 
neceflary powers and privileges for accomplifhing its pious defigns, 
was pafled by the legiflature of the State on the 27th of February, 
1788. They can hold lands, houfes, &c. to the annual amount of 
two thoufand pounds. 

Thefe pious Brethren, comrhonly called Moraviazis, began a mif- 
ffon among the Mahikan, Wampano, Delaware, Shawanoe, Nan- 
tikok and other Indians, about fifty years ago, and were fo fuccefs- 
ful, as to have baptized more than one thoufand fouls on a profeflion 
of Chriftianity. Six hundred of thefe have died in the Chriftian faith ; 
about three hundred Hivé with the miffionaries near lake Erie, and 
the reft are either dead or apoftates in the wildernefs. 

8. Tlie Pennfylvania Society, for the encouragement of manu+ 
faGtures and ufeful arts, inftituted in 1787, open for the reception 
of every citizen in the United States which will fulfil the engage- 
ments of a member of the fame. ‘The fociety is under the direction 
‘ef a prefident, four vice-prefidents and tw rélve matiagers, befides 
fubordinate officers. Each member, on his admiffion, pays ten fhil- 
tings at ‘leaft into the general fund; and the fame fun annually, till 
the fhall ceafe to be a member. © 

Befides thefe, a very refpectable infurance company nis lately been 
eftablifhed in Philadelphia, with a capital of fix hundred thoufand 
dollars, who have commenced bufinefs to advantage.— There is alfo 
a Society for alleviating the Miferies of Prifons; and a Humane 
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Society, for the recovering and reftoring to life the bodies of drowned 
perfons, inftituted in 1770, under the direCtion of thirteen ma- 
nagers.—And a Society. for the aid and protection of Irifh emi- 
grants. 

Alfo, an Agricultural Society ; a Society for German emigrants s 
a Marine Society, confifting of captains of veffels; a Charitable 
Society for the fuppert of widows and families of Prefbyterian 
elergymen; and St. George’s, St. Andrew’s, and the Hibernian’ 
Charitable Societies. Moft of thefe focieties are in the city of Phi: 
ladel phia, 


COLLEGES, ACADEMIES, AND SCHOOLS. 


From the enterprifing and literary {pirit of the Pennfylvanians, we 

fhould naturally conclude, what is fact, that thefe are numerous. 
- In Philadelphia is the univerfity of Pennfylvania, founded and 
endowed by the legiflature during the war. Profefforfhips are efta- 
blifhed in all the liberal ars and {ciences, and a complete courfe of | 
education may be purfued here from the firft rudiments of literature 
to the higheft branches of fcience. 

The college and academy of Philadelphia was founded by charter 
between thirty and forty years ago, and endowed by fubfcriptions - 
of liberal-minded perfons. Though this inftitution was interrupted | 
in-its progrefs for feveral years during the late war, yet being re- _ 
eftablifhed fince the peace, it has rapidly recovered its former ftate of 
profperity, and to the bench of profeffors has lately been added one 
of common and federal law, which renders it in reality, though not 
in name, an univerfity. An act to unite thefe two inftitutions has 
paffed the legiflature. By their union they will conftitute one of the. 
moft refpectable feminaries of learning in the United States. 

Dickinfon College, at Carlifle, an hundred and twenty miles 
weftward of Philadelphia, was founded in 1783, and has a principal, 
three profeffors, a philofophical apparatus, a library confifting of 
nearly three thoufand volumes, four thoufand pounds in funded cer- 
fificates, and. ten thoufand acres of Jand; the laft, the donation of ~~ 
the State. In 1787, there were eighty ftudents belonging to this 
college: this number is annually increafing. It was named after his 
Excellency John Dickinfon, author of the Pennfylvania Farmer’s 
Letters, and formerly prefident of the Supreme Executive Council 
of this State. oe 
gL% In 


Add GENERAL DESCRIPTION 


In 1787, a college was founded at Lancafter, fixty-fix miles frong 
Philadelphia, and honoured with the name of Franklin college, after 
his Excellency Dr. Franklin. This college is for the Germans, in 
which they may educate their youth in their own language, and in, 
conformity to their own habits. ‘The Englith language, however, 
is taught in it. Its endowments are nearly the farne as thofe of 
Dickinfon college. Its truftees confift of Lutherans, Prefbyterians, 
and Calvinifts, of each an equal number. The principal is a Lu- 
theran, and the vice-principal is a Calvinift. 

The Epifcopalians have an academy at York town, in York 
county. There are alfo academies at German town, at Pittfburg, 
at Wafhington, at Allen’s town, and other places ; thefe are endowed 
by donations from the legiflature, and by liberal contributions of 
individuals. | 

The {chools for young men and women in Bethlehem and Naza- 
yeth, under the direction of the people called Moravians, are 
upon the beft eftablifhment of any {chools in America. Befides 
thefe, there are private fchools in different parts of the State; and. 
to promote the education of poor children, the State have appropri- 
ated a large tract of land for the eftablifhment of free {chools, A 
great proportion of the labouring people among the Germans and 
{rifh are, however, extremely ignorant. 


NEW INVENTIONS, 


Thefe have been numerous and ufeful: Among others are the 
following :—a new model of the planetary worlds, by Mr. Ritten- 
houfe, commonly, but impropefly, called an orrery ; a quadrant, by. 
Mr. Godfrey, cailed by the plagiary name of Hadley’s quadrant; a 
iteam boat, fo conftructed, as that, by the affiftance of fteam, ope- 
rating on certain machinery within the boat, it moves with confideray 
ble rapidity againft the ftream without the aid of hands. Meff. Fitch 
and Rumfay contend with each other for the honour of this inven- 
tion. Befides thefe, there have been invented many manufacturing 
machines for carding, fpinning, winnowing, &c. which perform an 
immenfe deal of work with yery little manual affiftance. 
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CONSTITUTION. 
he iS Conpiiunon of the Commonwealth of Pennfylvania, as ratified in 
Convention the 2d day of Septembers 1790. 

WE, the people of the Commonwealth of Pennfylvania, ordain 
and eftablith this conftitution for its government. 

Article I. The legiflative power of this commonwealth fhall be 
vefted in a general Affembly, which fhal confift of a fenate and houfe 
of reprefentatives. 

Il, The reprefentatives fhall be chofen annually by the citizens 
of the city of Philadelphia, and of each county reipectively, on the 
fecond Tuefday of O&tober. 

Ill. No perfon fhall be a reprefentative who fhall not have at- 
tained the age of twenty-one years, and have been a citizen and in- 
habitant of the State three years next preceding his ele@tion, and the 
laft year thereof an inhabitant of the city or county in which he 
fhall be chofen ; unlefs he fhall have been abfent on the public bufi- 

nets of the United States, or of this State. No perfon refiding 
within any city, town or borough, which fhall be entitled to a fepa- 
rate reprefentation, fhall be elected a member for any county; nor 
hall any perfon, refiding without the limits of any fuch city, town 
or borough, be elected a member therefor. 

IV. Within three years after the firft meeting of the general Af- 
fembly, and within every fubfequeht term of feven years, an enu- 
meration of the taxable inhabitants fhall be made, in fuch manner as 
fhall be directed by law. The number of reprefentatives fhall, at 
the feveral periods of making fuch enumeration, be fixed by the legif- 
lature, and apportioned among the city of Philadelphia, and the fe- 
veral counties, according to the number of taxabie inhabitants in 
each; and fhall never be lefs than fixty, nor greater than one hun- 
dred. Each county fhall have, at leat one repreientative ; but no 
county, hereafter erected, fhall be entitled to a feparate reprefenta- 
tion, until a fufficient number of taxable inhabitants fhall be con- 
tained within it, to entitle them to one reprefentative, agreeable to 
the ratio which fhall then be eftablithed. 

V. The fenators fhall be chofen for four years by the citizens of 
Philadelphia, and of the feveral counties, at the fame time, in the 
fame manner, and at the fame places, where they fhall vote for ree 
prefentatives. | 

VI. The number of fenators fhall, at the feveral periods of 
making the enumeration before mentioned, be fixed by the legifla- 

Vou. I. | gee ture, 


446 GENERAL DESCRIPTION 


ture, and apportioned among the diftri€ts formed as herein after dis 
rected, according tothe number of taxable inhabitants in each; and 
fhall never be lefs than one-fourth, nor greater than one-third, of 
the number of reprefentatives. 

VII. The fenators fhall be chofen in “diftri@s to be formed by 
the legiflatures each diftri€t containing fuch a number of taxable 
inhabitants as fhall be entitled to elect not more than four fenators. 
When a diftrié& thall be compofed of two or more counties, they 
fhall be adjoining. Neither the city of Philadelphia, nor any county, 
fhall be divided in forming a diftrrét. 

VIII. No perfon hall be a fenator, who fhall not have attained 
the age of twenty-five years, and have beem a citizen and inhabitant 
of the State four years next before his election, and the laft year 
thereof an inhabitant of the diftri€t for which he fhall be chofen ; 
unlefs he fhall have been abfent on public bufinefs of the United 
States, or of this State. 

EX. Immediately after the fenators fhall be affembled, in “tonfe- 
quence of the firft election, fubfequent to the firft enumeration, they 
fhall be divided by lot, as equally as may be, into four claffes. The 
feats of the fenators of the firft clafs, fhall be vacated at the expira- 
tion of the firft year; of the fecond clafs, at the expiration of the 
fecond year; of the third clafs, at the expiration of the third year; 
and of the fourth clafs, at the expiration of the fourth year; fo that 
one-fourth may be chofen every year. 

X. The general Affembly fhall meet on the firft Tuefday of De- 
cember in every year, unlefs fooner convened by the governor. 

XJ. Each houfe fhall chufe its fpeaker and other officers ; and the 
fenate fhall alfo chufe a fpeaker, pro tempore, when the fpeaker fhalk 
exercife the office of governor. 

XII. Each houfe fhall judge of the qualifications of its eee tits 
Contefted elections fhall be determined by a committee to be felected, 
formed, and regulated in fuch manner as fhall be directed by law. 
A majority of each houfe fhall conftitute a quorum to do bufinefs ; 
but a fmaller number may adjourn from day to day, and may be 
authorifed, by law, to compel the attendance of abfent members, in 
fuch manner, and under fuch penalties, as may be provided. 

XIII. Each houfe may determine the rules of its proceedings - 
punifh its members for diforderly behaviour ; and, with the coneur- 
rence of two-thirds, expel a member; but not a fecond time for 
the fame caufe ; and fhall have all other powers neceffary for a branch 
of the legiflature of a free State. 

3 XIV. Each 
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XIV. Each houfe fhall keep a journal of its proceedings, and pub- : 


Hith them weekly, except fuch parts as may require fecrecy. And 
the yeas and nays of the members, on any queftion, fhall, at the 
defire of any two of them, be entered on the journals. 

XV. The doors of each houfe, and of committees of the whole, 
fhall ‘be open, unlefs when the bufinefs fhall be fuch as wey to be 
kept fecret. 

XVI. Neither houfe fhall, without the confent of the other, ad- 
journ for more than three days, nor to any other place than that ia 
which the two houfes final! be fitting. 

XVII. The fenators and reprefentatives fhall receive a compenfa- 
tion for their fervices, to be afcertatned by law, and paid out of the 
treafury of the commonwealth... They fhall, in all cafes, except 
treafon, felony, and breach or furety of the peace, be privileged 
from arreft during their attendance at the feffion of the refpective 
houfes, and in going to and returning from the fame. And for any 
fpeech or debate in either houte they fhall not be quntnentns in any 
other place. 

XVIII. No fenator or reprefentative fhall, during the time for 
which he fhall have been elected, be appointed to any civil office 
under this commonwealth, which fhall have been created, or the 
emoluments of which fhall have been increafed, during fuch time ; 
and no member of Congrefs, or other perfon holding any office, 
except of attorney at law, and in the militia, under the United 
States or this commonwealth, fhall be a member of either houfe, 
during his continuance in Congrefs or in office. 

XIX. When vacancies happen in either houfe, the fpeaker fhall 
iffue writs of election to fill fuck vacancies. : 

XX. All bills for raifing revenue fhall originate in the houfe of 
reprefentatives ; but the fenate may propofe amendments as in other 
“bills. | 

XXI. No money fhall be drawn from the treafury, but in confes 
quence of appropriations made by law. 

_ XXII. Every bill, which fhall have paffed both houfes, fhall be 
prefented to the governor. If he approve he fhall fign it; but if 
he fhall not approve he {hall return it, with his objections, to the 
houfe in which it fhall have originated, who fhail enter the objec- 
tions at large upon their journals, and proceed to re-confider it. If, 
after fuch re-confideration, two-thirds of that houfe fhall agree to 
pafs the bill, it fhall be fent, with the objections, to the other houfe, 
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by which likewife it fhall be re-confidered ; and if approved by two 
thirds of that houfe, it fhall bea law. But in fuch cafes, the votes 
of both houfes fhall be determined by yeas and nays; and the names 
of the perfons voting for or againft the bill fhall be entered on the 
journals of each houfe refpectively. If any bill fhall not be re- 
turned by the governor within ten days, Sundays excepted, after it 
fhall have been prefented to him, it fhall be a law, in like manner 
as if he had figned it, unlefs the general Aifembly, by their adjourn. 
ment, prevent its return; in which cafe it fhall be a law, unlefs fent 
back within three days after their next meeting. 

XXiT, Every order, refolution or vote, to which the concurrence 
of both houfes may be neceflary, except on a queftion of adjourn- 
ment, fhall be prefented to the governor; and, before it fhall take. 
efiect, be approved by him; or, being difapproved, fhall be re-pafied 
_ by two-thirds of both houfes, according to the rules and limitations 
prefcribed in cafe of a bill. 


ARTICLE It. 


I. The fupreme executive power of this commonwealth fhall be 
vefted i lin a governor. 

Il. The governor fhall be chofen on the fecond Tuefday of Odto- 
ber by the citizens of the commonwealth, at the places where they 
fhall refpectively vote for reprefendgéives. The returns of every 
election for governor fhall be fealed up, and tran{mitted to the feat 
of government, directed to the fpeaker of the fenate, who fhall open 
and publifh them in the prefence of the members of both houfes of 
the legiflature. ‘The perfon having the higheft number of votes 
fhall be governor. But if two or more fhall be equal and highett in 
votes, one of them fhall be chofen governor, by the joint vote of 
the members of both houfes. Contefted ‘eletions fhall be deter. ' 
mined by a committee, to be feleéted from both houfes of the le- 
giflature, formed and regulated in fuch manner as fhall be directed 
by law. | | 

III. The governor fhall hold his office during three years from the 
third Tuefday of December next enfuing his election; and fhail not 
_ be capable of holding it longer than nine in any term.of twelve 
years. 

IV. He fhall be at leaft thirty years of age, and have been a citizen 
and inhabitant of this State feven years next before his election ; un- 
lefs 


xX 


OF PENNSYLVANIA, 449 


Refs he fhall have been abfent on the public bufinefs of the United 
States, or of this State. | 

V. No member of Congrefs, or perfon holding any office under 
the United States, or this State, fhall exercife the office of governor. 

VI. The governor fhall, at ftated times, receive for his fervices a 
compenfation, which fhall be neither increafed nor diminithed during 
the period for which he fhall have been elected. 

Vil. He fhall be commander in chief of the army and navy of | 
this commonwealth, and of the militia; except when they fhall be 
called into the actual fervice of the United States. 

Vill, He fhall appoint all officers, whofe offices are eftablifhed by 
this conftitution, or fhall be eftablifhed by law, and whofe appoint- 
ments are not herein otherwife provided for; but no perfon fhall be 
appointed to an office within any county, who fhall not have been a 
citizen and inhabitant therein one year next before his appointment, 
if the county fhall have been fo long ere&ted ; but if it fhall not have 
been fo long erected, then within the limits of the county or 
counties out of which it fhall have been taken. No member of 
Congrefs from this State, nor any perfon helding or exercifing any 
office of truft or profit under the United States, thall, at the fame 
time, hold or exercife the office of judge, fecretary, treafurer, pro- 
thonotary, regifter of wills, recorder of deeds, fheriff, or any office 
in this State, to which a falary’is by law annexed, or any other office 
which future legiflatures fhall declare incompatible with offices or 
appointments under the United States. ta . 

IX. He fhall have power to remit fines and forfeitures, and grant 
reprieves and pardons, except in cafes of impeachment. 

X. He may require information, in writing, from the officers in 
the executive department, upon any fubject relating to the duties of 
their refpective offices. 

XI. He hall, from time to time, give to the general Affembly in- 
formation of the ftate of the commonwealth, aad recommend to 
their confideration fuch meafures as he fhall judge expedient, 

XU. He may, on extraordinary occafions, convene the general 


_ Affembly ; and, in cafe of difagreement between the two houfes with 


refpect to the time of adjournment, adjourn them to fuch time as he 
fhall think proper, not exceeding four months. _ 
XIII. He fhall take care that the laws be faithfully executed. 
XIV. In cafe of the death or refignation of the governor, or of 
his removal from office, the {peaker of the fenate fhall exercife the 
| office 
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office of governor, until another governor fhall be duly qualified. 
And if.the trial of a contefted eleétion fhall continue longer than 
until the third’ Tuefday in December next enfuing the election of a 
governor, the governor of the laft year, or the fpeaker of the fe- 
nate, who may be in the exercife of the executive authority, fhall 
continue therein until the determination of fuch contefted eleéction, 
and until a governor fhall be qualified as aforefaid. 

XV. A fecretary fhall be appointed and commiffioned during the 
- governor’s continuance in office, if he fhall fo long behave himfelf 
well, Ele fhall keep a fair regifter of all the official acts and pros 
ceedings of the governor, and fhall, when required, lay the fame, 
and all papers, minutes and vouchers relative thereto, before either 
branch of the legiflature; and fhall perform fuch other duties as fhall 
be enjoined him by law. ; 


ARTICLE III, 


J. In eleions by the citizens, every freeman of the age of twenty- 
one years, having refided in the State two years next before the 
eleGtion, and within that time paid a State or county tax, which 
fhall have been affeffed at leaft fix months before the election, fhall 
enjoy the rights of an elector; provided, that the fons of perfons 
qualified as aforefaid, between the ages of twenty-one and twenty- 
two years, fhall be entitled to vote, although they fhall not have 
paid taxes. | 7 

II. All eleGtions fhall be by ballot, except thofe by perfons i int 
their reprefentative capacities, whe fhall vote viva voce. 

Ill. Electors fhall, in all cafes, except treafon, felony, and breach 
or furety of the peace, be privileged from arreft during their attend- 
ance at eleions, and in going to and returning from them, 


ARTICLE IV, 
I. The houfe of reprefentatives fhall have the fole power of im- 
peaching. ; 
II. All impeachments fhall be tried by the fenate. When fitting 
for that purpofe, the fenators fhall be upon oath or affirmation. -No 
perfon fhall be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of 
the members prefent. 
Il]. The governor, and all other civil officers, under this com- 
monwealth, fhall be liable to impeachment for any mifdemeanor in 


office: but judgment, in fuch’ cafes, fhall not extend farther than 
3 +a 
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to removal from office, and difqualification to hold any office of ho- 
nour, truft or profit, under this commonwealth. The party, whether 


convicted or acquitted, fhall neverthelefs be liable to indictment, trial, 
judgment and punifhment according to law. 


ARTICLE. ¥, 


I. The judicial power of this commonwealth thall be vefted in a 
fupreme court, in courts of oyer and terminer and general jail de- 
livery, in a court of common pleas, orphans’ court, regifters’ courts, 
and a court of quarter feflions of the peace for each county, in juf- 
tices of the peace, and fuch other courts as the legiflature may, from 
time to time, eftablith. 

If. The judges of the fupreme court, and of the feveral courts 
of common pleas, fhall hold their offices during good behaviour ; 
but for any reafonable cauie, which fail not be fufficient ground of 
impeachment, the governor may remove any of them, on the ad- 
drefs of two-thirds of each branch of the legiflature. The judges 
of the fupreme court, and the prefidents of the feveral courts of 
cominon pleas, fhall, at {tated times, receive for their fervices an 
adequate compenfation, to be fixed by law, which fhall not be di- 
minithed during their continuance in office ; but they fhall receive no 
fees or perquifites of office, nor hold any other office of profit under 
this commonwealth. 

ILI. The jurifdition of the fupreme court fhall extend over the 
State; and the judges thereof fhall, by virtue of their offices, be 
juftices of oyer and terminer and geaeral jail delivery in the feveral 
counties. 

IV. Until it fhall be otherwife directed by law, the feveral courts 
ef common pleas fhall be eftablifhed in the following manner: The 
governor fhall appoint, in each county, not fewer than three, nor 
more than four judges, who, during their continuance in office, 
fhall refide in fuch county. The State fhall be divided by law into 
circuits, none of which fhall inciude more than fix, nor fewer than 
three counties. A prefident fhall be appointed of the courts in each 
circuit, who, during his continuance in office, fhall refide therein. 
The prefident and judges, any two of whom thall be a quorum, 
fhall compofe the refpective courts of common pleas. 

V. The judges of the court of common pleas, in each county, 
fhall, by virtue of their offices, be juftices of oyer and terminer and 
general jail delivery, for the trial of capital and other offenderstherein 

| any 
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any two of the faid judges, the prefident being one, fhall be a qao- 
rum; but they fhall not hold a court of oyer and terminer or jail 
delivery in any county, when the judges of the fupreme court, or 
any of them, fhall be fitting in the fame county. The party accufed, 
a3 well as the commonwealth, may, under fuch regulations as fhalf 
be prefcribed by law, remove the indiétment and proceedings, or a 
tranfcript thereof, into the fupreme court. 

VI.-The fupreme court and the feveral courts of common pleas 
fall, befide the powers heretofore ufually exercifed. by them, have 
the powers of a court of chancery, fo far as relates to the perpe- 
tuating -teftimony, the obtaining of evidence from places not within 
the State, and the care of the perfons and eftates of thofe who are 
son compotes mentis; and the legiflature fhall veft in the {aid courts 
fuch other powers, to grant relief im-equity, as fhall be found ne- 
ceflary ; and may, from time to time, enlarge or diminifh thofe 
powers, or veft them in fuch other courts as they fhall judge proper, 
for the due adminiftration of juttice. 

VII. The judges of the court of common pleas of each county, 
any two of whom {hall be a quorum, fhall compofe the court of 
quarter feflions of the peace and orphans’ court thereof; and the 
regifter of wills, together with the faid judges, or any two of them, 
fhall compofe the regifter’s court of each county. | 

VII. The judges of the courts of common pleas fhall; within 
their refpective counties, have the like powers with the judges of 
the fupreme court, to iffue writs of certiorari to the juftices of the 
peace, and to caufe their proceedings to be brought before them, 
and the like right and juftice to be done. 

IX. The prefident of the court in each circuit, within fuch cir- 
cuit, and the judges of the court of common pleas, within their re- 
{peftive counties, fhall be juftices of the peace fo far as relates to 
criminal matters. 

X. The governor fhall appoint a competent number of juftices of 
the peace, in fuch convenient diftriéts in each county, as are or fhalk 
be directed by law; they fhall be commiffioned during good beha- 
viour, but ‘may be removed on conviction of mifbehaviour in office, 
or of any infamous crime, or on the addrefs of both houfes of the 
legiflature. 

XI. A regifter’s office for the probate of wills and granting letters 
of adminiftration, and an office for the recording of deeds, fhall be 


kept in each county. 
SIL The 
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| RIL The ftyle of all proceffes fhall be, The commonwealth of 
Pennfylvania 3 all profecutions fhall be carried on, in the name and 
‘by the authority of the ‘cotimonwealth of Pennfylvania, and con- 
clude, againft the peace and dignity of the fame. 


ARTICLE VI 


I. Sheriffs and corotiers fall, at the times and places of election 
‘of reprefentatives, be chofen by the citizens of each county. Two 
‘perfons fhall be chofen for each ‘office, one of whom, for each ref- 
“‘pedtively, fhall be appoirited by the governor. They fhall hold their 
‘offices for three years, if they thall fo long behave themfelves well, 
‘and uatil a fucceffor'be duly qualified; but no perfon fhall be twice 
‘chofen or appuinted ‘fheriff in any term of fix years. Vacancies in 
‘either of the faid offices fhall be filled by a new appointment to be 
‘made by the governor, to continue until the next general election, 
‘and until a fucceffor fhall be chofen and qualified as aforefaid. 

If. The freemen of this commonwealth fhall be armed and difci- 
plined for its ‘defence. Thofe who confcientioufly {cruple to bear 
arms, fhall not be compelled to do fo, but fall pay an equivalent 
‘for perfonal feryice. The militia officers thall be appointed in fuch 
manner and for fuch time as thall be directed by law. 

III. Prothonotaries, clerks of the peace, and orphans’ courts, re- 
‘corders of deeds, regifters of wills, and fheriffs, fhall keep their of- 
fices in the county town of the county in which they refpectively 
fhall be officers, unlefs when the governor fhall, for fpecial reafons, 
difpenfe therewith for any term not exceeding five years, after the 
‘county fhall have been erected. | | % 

IV. All commiffions fhall be in the name and by the authority 
of the commonwealth of Pennfylvania, and be fealed with the {tate 
feal, and figned by the governor. | oe 

_ V. The ftate treafurer thall be appointed annually by the joint 
vote of the members of both honfes ; all other officers in the treafury 
department, attornies at law, election officers, officers relating to 
_ taxes, to the ‘poor and highways, conftables, and other townfhip 
officers, fhall be appointed in fuch manner as fs or fhall be directed 
by law. 
| ARTICLE VI. 

I. The legiflature thall, as foon as conveniently may be, provide 
by law for the eftablithment of ichools throughout the State, in fuch 
manner that the poor may be taught gratis, 

Vor. II. © AA ; I]. The 
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II. The arts and fciences fhall be promoted in one or.more gest 
naries of learning. 

Ill. The rights, privileges, immunities, and eftates of een 
focieties and corporate bodies, fhall remain as if the conftitution of this 
State had not been altered or ere: 


ARTICLE VIII. 


“Members of the general Affembly, and all officers, executive and 
judicial, fhall be bound by oath or affirmation to fupport the confti- 
tution of this commonwealth, and to perform ne duties of their re- 
{pective offices with fidelity. 


ARTICLE IX. 


That the general, great, and effential principles of liberty. 
and free government may be recognifed and unalterably 
eftablifhed, We declare, 

I, That all men are born equally free and independent, and have 
certain inherent and indefeafible rights, among which are thofe of 
enjoying and defending life and liberty, of acquiring, poffefling, and 
protecting property and EpEetion and of purfuing their ewn hap- 
pineis.. — 

Il. That all power is inherent in the people; and all free govern- 
ments are founded on their authority, and inftituted for their peace, 
fafety and happinefs. For the advancement of thofe ends, they have, 
at all times, an unalienable and indefeafible right to alter, reform, 
or abolifh their government, in fuch manner as they may think 
proper. 

TfL. That all men have a natural and indefeafible right to worfhip 
Almighty God according to the diétates of their own con{ciences ; 
that no man can, of right, be compelled to attend, erect, or fupport 
any place of worfhip, or to maintain any miniftry, againft his con- 
ferit; that no human authority can, in any cafe whatever, control 
or interfere withyibe rights of confcience; and that no preference 
fhall ever.be given, by law, to any religious eftablifhments or modes 
of worthip. | 

IV. That no perfon, who acknowledges the being of a God, and 
a future ftate of rewards-and punifhments, fhall, on account of his 
religious fentiments, be difqualified to hold any office or apes of 
truft or profit under this commonwealth. ) 

V. That elections fhall be free and equal. 


VI. That 
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VI. That trial by jury fhall be as heretofore, and the right thereof 
remain inviolate. 

VIL. That the printing preffes fhall be free to ne perfon, who 
undertakes to examine the proceedings of the legiflature or any 
branch of government; and no law fhall ever be made to reftrain 
the right thereof, The free communication of thoughts and opinions © 
ig one of the invaluable rights of man ; and every citizen may freely 
{peak, write, and print on any fubject, being refponfible for the 
abufe of that liberty. In profecutions for the publication of. par 
pers, inveftigating the official conduét of officers, or men in a public 
capacity, or where the matter publifhed is proper for public informa~_ 
tion, the truth thereof may be givenin evidence. And, in all in- 
di&tments for libels, the jury fhall have a right to determine the law 
and the facts, under the direction of the court, as in other cafes. 

Vill. That the people fhall be fecure in their perfons, houfes, 
papers and poffefions, froma unreafonable fearches and feizures 5 and 
that no warrant to fearch any place, or to feize any perfon or things, 
fhall iffue without defcribing them as nearly as may be, nor ae 
probable caufe, fupported by oath or affirmation. 

IX. That, in all criminal profecutions, the accufed hath a righ 

to be heard by himfelf and his council; to demand the nature and 
caufe of the accufation againft him; to meet the witneffes face to 
face; to have compulfory procefs for obtaining witnefles in his fa~ 
vour; and, in pr ofecutions by indi€tment or iniormation, a fpeedy_ 
public trial, by an impartial jury of the vicinage; that he. cannot be 
compelled to give evidence againft himfelf; nor can he be deprived 
_of his life, liberty or property, unlefs by the judgment of his peers, 
or the law of the land. 

X. That no perfon fhall, for any indictable offence, be proceeded 
againtt criminally by information, except in cafes arifing in the land: 
or naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual fervice, in time of 
war. or public danger, OF, by leave of the court, for oppreffion and 
mifdemeanor in office. No perfon fhall, for the fame offence, be 
twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor fhall any man’s property’. 
be taken or applied to public ufe without th@Ponfent of his repre- 
fentatives, and without jutt compenfation being made. 

XI. That all courts fhall’be open; and every man, for an injury 
done him in his lands, goods, perfon or reputation, fhall have re- 
medy by the due courfe of law, and right on juttice adminiftered 
without fale, denial or deb lay. ae may be brought againtt the com- 
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monwealth in fuch manner, in fuch courts, and in fuch cafes, as the. 
legiflature may by law direct. 

XII, That no power of fufpending laws hall be eeereehs unlefs 
by the legiflature or its authority. 

XIN. That exceffive bail fhall not be required, nor exceflive fines, 
impofed, nor cruel punifhments inflicted. | 

XIV. That all prifoners fhall be bailable by fufficient fureties, unlefs. 
for capital offences, when the proof is evident or Presi pean great; 
and the privileges of the writ of habeas corpus fhall not be fut 
pended, unlefs when, in cafes of rebellion or invafion, the public 
fafety may require it. 

XV. That no commifiion of oyer and terminer or jail delivery. 
fhall be iffued. | 

XVI. That the perfon of a debtor, where there is not {trong pre- 
{umption of fraud, fhall not be continued in prifon after delivering 
up his eftate for the benefit of his creditors, in fuch manner as fhall, 
be prefcribed by law. 

XVII. That no ex poft facto law, nor any law i impairing contraéts, 
fhall be made. 

XVIL. That. no perfon fhall be attainted of treafon or felony by 
‘the legiflature. 

XIX. That no attainder fhall work corruption of blood, nor, ex- 
cept during the life of the offender, forfeiture of eftate to the com- 
menwealth ; that the eftates of fuch perfons as fhall deftroy their. 
own lives, fhall defcend or veft asin cafe of natural death ; and if 
any perfon, fhall be killed by cafualty, there fhall be no forfeiture by 
reafon thereof. 

XX. That the citizens have a right, in a peaceable manner, to afs 
femble together for their common good, and to apply to thofe in- 
vefted with the powers of government for redrefs of grievances, or 
other proper purpofes, by petition, addrefs or remonftrance. 

XXI. That the right of the citizens to bear arms, in defence of 
themfelves and the State, fhall not be queftioned. 

XXII, That no ftanding army fhall, in time of peace, be kept 
up without the confent of the legiflature : and the military fhall, in 
all cafes, and at all times, be in ftrict fubordination to the civil 
power. 

XXIII. That no foldier fhall, in time of. peace, be quartered in. 
any houfe without the confent of the owner, nor in time of war, but 
in a manner to be preferibed by law. ne : 

. XIV. That 
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XXIV. That the legiflature fhall not grant any title of nobility or 
hereditary diftinétion, nor create any office, the appointment to 
which fhall be for a longer term than during good behaviour. 

XXV. That emigration from the State fhall not be prohibited. 

XXVI. To guard againft tranfgreffions of the high powers which 
we have delegated, We declare, That every thing in this article is 


excepted out of the general powers of government, and thall for 
ever. remain inviolate, 


SCHEDULE, 


That no inconvenience may arife from the alterations and 
amendments in the conftitution of this commonwealth, 
and in order to carry the fame into complete operation, 
it ig hereby declared and ordained, 

I, ‘Fhat all laws of this commonwealth, in force at the time of 
making the faid alterations and amendments in the faid conftitution, 
sand not inconfiftent therewith, and all rights, actions, profecutions, 
claims and contracts, as well of individuals as of bodies corporate, 
flall ‘continue as if the faid alterations and amendments had not been 
made. 

Il. That the preGdent and fupreme executive council fhall cone 
tinue to exercite the executive authority of this commonwealth as 
heretofore, until the third Tuefday of December next ; but no in- 
termediate vacancies in the council fhall be fupplied by new elections. 

Mt. That all officers in the appointment of the executive depart- 
ment fhall continue in the exercife of the duties of their refpective 
offices until the firft day of September, one thouiand feven hundred 
and ninety-one, unlefs their commiffions fhall fooner expire by their 
own limitations, or the faid offices become vacant by death or re- 
fignation, and no longer, unlefs re-appointed and commiflioned by 
the governor ; except that the judges of the fupreme court fhall hold 
their offices for the terms in their commiffions refpectively expreffed. 

IV. That juftice fhal! be adminiftered in the feveral counties of 
this State, until the period aforefaid, by the fatrte juftices, in eee 
fame courts, and in the fame manner as heretofore. 

V. That no perfon, now in commiffion as fheriff, fhall be eligible 
at the next election, for a longer term than will, with the time 
which he fhall have ferved in the {aid office, complete the term of 
three years. i 


VI. That 
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VI. That, until the firft enumeration fhall be made, as directed 
sn the fourth feétion of the firft article of the conftitution, eftablifhed 
by this convention, the city of Philadelphia and the feveral counties 
{hall be refpectively entitled to elect the fame number of reprefenta- 
tives as 1s NOW prefcribed by law. ee | : 

VIL. That the firft fenate fhall confift of eighteen members, to be 
chofen in diftriéts, formed as follows, to wit: The city of Phila- — 
delphia and the counties of Philadelphia and Delaware fhall be a 
diftri&, and elect three fenators: the county of Chefter fhall be a 
diftriG, and fhail elect one fenator;: the county of Bucks fhall be a dif- 
trict, and fhall elect one fenator: the county of Montgomery fhalh 
be a diftri€t, and fhall elect one fenator the county of Northamp- 
ton fhall be a diftri€, and fhall elect one fenator + the counties of 
Lancafter and York fhall be a diftrict, and fhall elect three fenators ¢ 
the counties of Berks and Dauphin fhall be a diftriét, and fhall elec 
two fenators: the counties of Cumberland and Mifflin {hall be a 
diftriGt, and fhall elect one fenator: the counties of Worthumber- 
Jand, Luzerne and Huntingdon, fhall be a diftrict, and fhall elect 
one fenator: the counties of Bedford and Franklin fhall be a diftrict, 
and fhall eleét one fenator: the counties of Weftmoreland and Als 
legany fhall be a diftrict, and fhall eleét one fenator ; and the couzn- 
ties of Wafhington and Fayette fhall be a diffri€, and fhall et 2 
two fenators ; which fenators {hall ferve until the firft enumeration 
before mentioned fhall be made, and the reprefentation in both 
houfes of the {egiflature fhall be eftablifhed by law, and chofen as 
in the conftitution is directed. . Any vacancies which fhail happen in 
the fenate, within the faid time, fhall be {upplied as prefcribed in 
the nineteenth fection of the firtt article. “ 

Vill. That the election of fenators, fhall be conducted, and the 
returns thereof made to the fenate, in the fame manher as is pre- 
fcribed by the election laws of the State for conduéting and making 
return of the election of reprefentatives. In thofe diftriéts, which 
| confift of more than one county, the judges of the diftriat elections 
within each county, after having formed a return of the whole election 
within that county, in fuch manner as is directed by law, fhall fend 
the fame, by one.or more of their number, to the place herein after 
mentioned within the diftrict of which fuch county is a part, where 
the judges fo met fhall. compare and caft up the feveral county re- 
turns, and execute, under their hands and feals, one general and true 
return for the whole diftridt; that is to fay, the judges of the dif- 

trict 
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wa compofed of ‘the city of Philadelphia, and the counties of Phis 
ladelphia and Delaware, fhall- meet in the State-houfe in the city of 
Philadelphia ; the judges of the-diftriét compofed of the counties of 
Lancatter and York fhall meet at the court-houfe in the county of 
Lancafter ; the judges of the diftrict compofed of the counties of 
Berks and se nae {hall meet at Middletown in the county of Berks ; 
the judges of the diftrict compofed of the counties of Cumberland 
and Mifflin thall meet in Greenwood towntfhip, county of Cumber= 
land, at the houfe now occupied by David Miller; the judges of 
the diftriad compofed of the counties of Northumberland, Luzerne; 
and Huntingdon, fhall meet in the town of Sunbury; the judges of 
the diftri compofed of the counties of Bedford and Franklin fhall 
meet at the houfe now occupied by John Dickey, in Air townthips 
~ Bedford county; the judges of the diftri€t compofed of the counties 
of Weftmoreland and Allegany fhall meet in Weftmoreland county, 
at the court-houfe in the town. of Greenfborough; and the judges of 
the diftri& compofed of the counties of. Wafhington and Fayette 
_ fhall meet at the court-houfe in the town of Wathington, in Wath. 
ington county, on the third Taeieey, in O&tober relpeciixes y for the 
purpofes aforefaid. —_ 
IX. That the election of the covernor fhall be BAER Vel in the 
feveral counties, in the manner preicribed by the laws of the State 
for the election of reprefentatives ; and the returns in each county 
fhall be fealed by the judges of the elections, and tranfmitted to 
the prefident of the fupreme executive council, directed to the 
Speaker of the fenate, as foon after the. eleétion as may be. 

Done in Convention the fecond day of September, in the 

year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and ninety, 
and of the independence of the United States of America, 
_ the fifteenth. In teftimony whereof we have hereunto 
fubfcribed our names. 

THOMAS MIFFLIN, PRESIDENT«. 
James WILSON, oc. &c. 
JosepH REDMAN, ‘Secretary. 
Jacoz SHALLUS, Af_ifiant Secretary. 


4 


Among other ufeful laws of this State, of a public nature, are, 
ene that declares all rivers and creeks to be highways; a law for 
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the emancipation of negroes, already mentioned; a bankrupt law, 
nearly on the model. of the bankrupt laws of England ; and in this 
‘year, 1794, the legiflature of Pennfylvania, with a view to foften 
the rigour of petal law, have paffed an att, declaring that no crime, 
except miirder of the fitft degree; fhall be punifhed with death— 
Murder of the firft degree is defined to be; a killing by means of 
poifon, by lying in wait, or with dther kind of wilful, deliberate; 
premeditated intention, or which fhall be committed ir the prepa- 
tation or attempt to perpetrate any arfon, rape, robbery, or bur- 


glary. 
All other kinds of killing fhall be deemed murder in the fecond ~ 


degree. The kind of murder to be afcertained by a jury. 

Perfons liable to be profecuted for petit treafon fhall be proceeded 
againft and punifhed as in other cafes of murder. 

High tredfon is punifhed with confinement i prifon and the peni- 
tentiary houfe, not lefs than fix, nor more than twelve years. 

Rape not lefs than ten, nor more than twenty*one years. 

Murder 6f the fécond degree not lefs than five, nor more than 
tighteen years. 

Forgery not lefs than four, nor more than fifteen years; with pay- 
ment of a fine not to exceed one thoufand dollars. 

Manflaughter not lefs than two, nor more than ten years, and 
giving fecurity for good behaviour during life. 

Maiming not lefs than two, nor more than ten years; with a fine 
not exceeding one thoufand dollars. 

Perfons being charged with irivoluntary PiaEttadehiee the att6r- 
ney-general, with leave of the court, may wave the felony, and pros 
ceed againft them as for a mifderneatior, arid give in evidence any 
att of manflaughter; or the attorney may charge both offetices iii 
the fame indictment, and the jury may acquit the perfon of one or 
both, 

The benefit of the clergy is for ever abolifhed. 
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SITUATION, EXTENT, &c. 


"Tus State is fituated between 38° 30%, and 40° north latitude, 
and -o° and 1° 45’ weft longitude. It is ninety-two miles long, and 
twenty-four miles broad. It is bounded on the eat, by the river and 
bay of the fame. name, and the Atlantic ocean; on the fouth, by a line 
from Fenwick’s-ifland, in latitude 38° 29° 30%, drawn weft till it in- 
terfeéts' what is commonly called the samgent line, dividing it from 
the State of Maryland; on the weft, by the faid tangent line, paf- 
fing northward up the peninfula, till it touches the weltern partof 
the territorial circle; and thence on the north, by the faid circle, 
defcribed with a radius of twelve miles about the town of New- 
caftle. 

This State appears to have derived its name from Lord Delawar, 
who completed the fettlement of Virginia. 


FACE OF THE COUNTRY, SOIL AND PRODUCTIONS. 


The State of Delaware, the upper parts of the county of New- 
caftle excepted, is, to fpeak generally, extremely low and level. 
Large quantities of ftagnant water, at particular {eafons of the year, 
overfpreading a great proportion of the land, render it equally unfit 
for the purpofes of agriculture, and injurious to the health of the in- 
habitants. The fpine, or higheit ridge of the peninfula, runs 
through the State of Delaware, inclined to the eaftern or Delaware 
fide. Itis defi gnated in Suffex, Kent, and part of Newcatftle county, 
by a remarkable chain of {wamps, from which the waters defcend on 
each fide, paffing on the eaft to the Delaware, and on the weft to the 
Chefapeak. Many of the fhrubs and plants growing in thele {wamps 
are fimilar to thofe found on the higheft mountains. 

Delaware is chiefly an agricultural State. It includes a very fertile 
tract of country; and fcarcely any part of the Union can be feleéted 
more de to the different purpofes of agriculture, or in which a 

greater 
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greater variety of the moft ufeful productions can be fo conveniently 
and plentifully reared. The foil along the Delaware river, ine 
from eight to ten miles into the interior country, is generally a rich 
clay, producing large timber, and well adapted to the various pur- 
- pofes of agriculture. From thence to the fwamps above mentioned 
the foil is light, fandy, and of an interior quality. 

The general afpect of the country is very favourable for cultivas. 
tion. Excepting fome of the upper parts of the county of Newcaftle, 
the furface of the State is very little broken or irregular. The 
heights of Chriftiana are lofty and commanding; fome of the hills of 
Brandywine are rough and {tony ; but eet from thefe, and a 
few others, the lower country is fo little diverfified as almoft to form 
one extended plain. In the county of Newcaftle, the foil confifts of a - 
{trong clay ; in Kent, there is a confiderable mixture of fand; and 
in Suffex, the quantity of {and altogether predominates. Wheat is 
the ftaple of this State: it grows here in fuch perfection as not 
only to be particularly fought by the mannfacturers of flour through- 
out the Union, but alfo to be diftinguifhed and preferred, for its fu- 
perior qualities, in foreign Hatin ‘This wheat poffeffes an uncom- 
mon foftnefs and whitenefs, very favourable to the manufacture of 
fuperfine flour, and in other refpects far exceeds the hard and flinty 
grains railed in general on the high lands. Befides wheat, this State 
generally produces plentiful crops of Indian corn, barley, rye, oats, 
flax, buck-wheat, and potatoes. It likewife abounds in natural and ar- 
tificial meadows, containing a large variety of grafles. Hemp, 
cotton, and filk, if properly attended to, doubtlefs would flourifh 
very well. 

‘The eaftern fide of the State is indented with a large number of 
erecks, or‘ fmall rivers, which generally have a fhort courfe, ny- 
merous fhoals and foft banks, fkirted with very extenfive marthes, 
and empty into the river and bay of Delaware. In the foutherm and 
weftern parts.of this State {pring the head waters of Pocomoke, 
WG icomico, Nanticoke, Choptank, Chefter, Saffafras, and Bohemia 
rivers, all falling into Chefapeak bay, and fome of them navi- 
gable twenty or thirty miles into the country, for veffels of fitty or 
fixty tons. 

The county of Suffex, befides producing a confiderable quantity 
of grain, particularly of Indian corn, -poffeffes excellent grazing 
lands. This county alfo exports yery large quantities of lumber, ob- 
_ tained chiefly from an 1 extenfive {wamp, called the Zadian River or 
»2 Cyprete, 
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Cyprefs ‘Swamp, lying partly within this State, and partly in the 
State of Maryland. This morafs extends fix miles from eaft to wett, 
and nearly twelve from north to fouth, including an area of nearly 
fifty thoufand acres of land. The whole of this {wamp is a high and 
level bafon, very wet, though undoubtedly the higheft land between 
the fea and the bay, whence the Pocomoke defcends on one fide, and 
Indian river and St. Martin’s on the other. This fwamp containsa 

gteat variety of plants, trees, wild beafts, birds, and reptiles. 

In the county ef Suffex, among the branches of the Nanticoke 
river, large quantities of bog iron ore are to be found. Before the 
revolution, this ore was worked toa confiderable extent; it was 
thought to be of a good quality, and peculiarly adapted to the pur- 
pofes of caitings. Thefe works have chiefly fallen into decay, 


CIVIE- DIVISIONS. 


This State is divided into three counties, viz. Newcaftle, Kent, 
and Suffex, which are fubdivided into hundreds. 
Before the revolution this diftrict of country was denominated, 


© The three lower Counties.” 


CHIEF TOWNS. 
DOVER. 


Dover, in the county of Kent, isthe featof government. It ftands 
on Jones’s creek, a few miles fromthe Delaware river, and confifts of 
about one hundred houfes, principally of brick. Four ftreets inter- 
fect each other at right angles, whofe incidencies form a {pacious 
parade, on the eaft fide of which is an elegant ftate-houfe of brick. 
The town has a lively appearance, and drives on a confiderable trade 
with Philadelphia. Wheat is the principal article of export. The 
landing is five or &x miles from the town of Dover. 

| \ 
NEWCASTLE. | 

This town is thirty-five miles below Philadelphia, on the weft bank 
of Delaware river. It was firft fettled by the Swedes, about the year 
1627, and called Stockholm ; it was afterwards taken by the Dutch, 
and called NewAmfterdams When it fé!) into the hands of the Englith, 
it was:called by its prefent name. It contains about fixty houfes, 
which have the afpe€t of decay; it was formerly the feat of go- 
vernment, and was the Arf town fettled on Delaware river. 


WILMING- 
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WILMINGTON. 


Wilmington is fituated a mile anda half weft of Delaware river; on 
Chriftiana creck, twenty-eight miles fouthward of Philadelphia. It is 
much the largeft and pleafanteft town in the State, containing upwards 
ef four hundred houfes, which are handfomely built upon the gentle 
afcent of an eminence, and fhow to great advantage as you fail up 
the Delaware; it contains about two thoufand four hunded inhabi- 
tants. In this town are two Prefbyterian churches, a Swedifli Epif- 
copal church, a Baptift, and a Quaker meeting, and a few Metho- 
difts. There is alfo a fourifhing academy of about forty or fifty fcho- 
Jars, who are taught the languages, and fome of the fciences. This 
academy, in proper time, is intended to be ereéted into a college. 
‘There is another academy at Newark in this county, which was in- 
corporated in 1769. Thefe academies were interrupted during 
the war, and their funds ruined by the depreciation of continentak 
paper money. Since the peace learning feems to revive and flourith. 


MILFORD. 


Milford is fituated at the fource ofa fmall river, fifteen miles from 
Delaware bay, and one hundred and fifty fouthward of Philadelphia. 
This town, which contains about eighty houfes, has been built, 
except one heufe, fince the revolution; it is laid out with much good 
tafte, and is by no means difagreeable, The inhabitants are Epifcoe 
palians, Quakers, and Methoditts. . 


DUCK CREEK CROSS ROADS 


Is twelve miles north-weft from Dover, and has eighty or mnety 
Ahoufes, which ftand on one ftreet. It carries on a confiderable trade 
with Philadelphia, and is one of the lar geft wheat markets in the 
State. Kent is alfe a place of confiderable trade. 


/ 


LEWES 


Is fituated a few miles above the light-houfe on Cape Henlopen 3 

it contains about one hundred and fifty houfes, built chiefly on a 
-ftreet, which is more than three miles in length, and extending along 
a creek which feparates the town from the pitch of the cape. The 
fituation is high, and commands a full profpect of the light-ehoufe 
and the fa. ‘Fhe court-houfe and gaol are commodious buildings, 
agd give an air of importance to the town. The fituation of this 
place 
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place mult at fome future time render it confiderably i important. 
Placed at the entrance of a bay, which is crowded with veffels trom all 
parts of the world, and which is frequently clofed with ice a part of 
the winter feafon, neceflity feems to require, and nature feems to 
fuggeft, the forming this port into a harbour for thipping. Nothing 
has prevented this heretofore but the deficiency of water inthe creek. 
This want can be cheaply and eafily fupplied by a {mall canal, fo as 
to afford a paffage for the waters of Rehoboth into Lewes creek, 
which would enfure an adequate fupply. The circumjacent country 
is beautifully diverfified with hills, wood, ftreams, and lakes, form- 
ing an agreeable contraft to the naked fandy beach, which ter- 


minates in the cape; but it is greatly infefted with mufketoes and 
fand flies. 


( POPULATION. 
The population of Delaware, in the fumimer of 1787, was reck- 


oned at thirty-feven thoufand, which is about twenty-fix for every 
fquare mile, according to the cenfus of 1790 it was as follows : 
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If the population of this State has increafed fince 1790, in a like 
proportion, its prefent population muft be upwards of one hundred 
thoufand. 


REA, F-G TOON, 


In this State there is a variety of religious denominations. Of the 
Prefbyterian fect, there are twenty-four churches ; of the Epitcopal, 
fourteen ; of the Baptift, feven; of the Methodift, a outed 
number, efpecially in the two lower counties of Kent and Suffex, the 
number of their churches is not exactly afcertained. Befides thefe, . 
there is a Swedifh church at Wilmington, which is one of the olde ft 

Vou, MI, 3Q churches 
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churches in the United States. With refpeé to the character of tlié 
people of this State, there is no obvious diftinction between them 
and the Pennfylvanians. 


TRADE AND MANUFACTURES. 


We have already mentioned wheat as the ftaple commodity of this 
State. This is manufactured into flour and exported in large quan- 
tities. The exports from the port of Wilmington, where a number 
of fquare-rigged veffels are owned, for the year 1786, in the article’ 
of flour, was twenty thoufand feven hundred and eighty-three bar- 
rels fuperfine ; four hundred and fifty-feven ditto common ; two hun- 
dred and fifty-fix ditto middlings; and three hundred and forty-fix 
ditto fhip tuff. The manufacture of flour is carried to a higher de- 
gree of perfection in this State, than in any others in the Union. 
Befides the well-conftructed mills on Red Clay and White Clay creeks, 
and other ftreams in different parts of the State, the celebrated col- 
lection of mills at Brandywine merit a particular defcription. Here 
are to be feen, at one view, twelve merchant mills (befides a faw 
mill) which have double that number of pairs of ftones, all of fu- 
perior dimenfions, and excellent conftruction. Thefe mills are three 
miles from the mouth of the creeks on which they ftand, half a mile 
from Wilmington, ard twenty-feven from Philadelphia, on the poft 
road from the eaftern to the fouthern States. They are called the 
Brandywine mills, from the ftream on which they aré erected. 
This ftream rifes near the Welch mountains in Pennfylvania, and af- 
fer a winding courfe of thirty or forty miles through falls, which 
furnifh numerous feats (one hundred and thirty of which are already 
occupied) for every {pecies of water works, empties into Chriftiana 
creek, near Wilmington. ‘The quantity of wheat manufactured at 
thefe mills annually is mot accurately afcertained: it is eftimatedy 
however, by the beft mformed on the fubject, that thefe mills can 
grind four hundred thoufand bufhels in a year. But although they 
are capable of manufacturing this quantity yearly, yet, from the dif- 
ficulty of procuring a permanent fupply of grain, the inftability of . 
the fiour-market, and other circumftances, there are not commonly 
niore than’ from about two hundred and ninety to three hundred 
thoufand buthels of wheat and corn manufaétured here annually. In 
the fall of 1789, and fpring of 1790, there were made at the Bran- 
dywine mills fifty thoufand barrels of fuperfine flour, one thoufand 
three hundred and fifty-four ditto of common, four hundred ditto 

2 middlings, | 
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middlings, as many of fhip ftuff, and two thoufand ditto corn meal, 
‘The quantity of wheat and corn ground, from which this flour, &c, 
was made, was three hundred and eight thoufand bufhels, equal to the 
export in thofe articles from the port of Philadelphia for the fame year. 

Thefe mills give employment to about two hundred petfons, ViZi 
about forty to tend the mills, from fifty to feventy coopers, to make 
cafks for the flour, a fuficient number to man twelve floops, of about 
thirty tons each, which are employed in the tranfportation of the 
wheat and flour, the reft in various other occupations connected 
with the mills. The navigation quite to thefe mills is fuch, that a 
veffel carrying one thoufand bufhels of wheat may be laid along fide 
of any of thefe mills ; and befide fome of them the water is of fuf- 
ficient depth to admit veilels of twice the above fize. ‘The vefiels 
are unloaded with aftonifhing expedition. There have been in- 
ftances of one thoufand bushels being carried to the height of four 
{tories in four hours. It is frequently the cafe, that veflels with one 
thoufand bufhels of wheat come up with flood tide, unlade, and 
go away the fucceeding ebb, with three hundred barrels of four on 
board. In confequence of the machines introduced by the ingenious 
Mr. Oliver Evans, three quarters of the manual labour before found 
neceflary is now fufficient for every purpofe.. By means of thefe 
machines, when made ufe of in the full exteut propofed by the ins 
ventor, the wheat will be received on the fhallop’s deck, thence car- 
ried to the upper loft of the mill, and a confiderable portion of the 
fame returned in flour on the lower floor, ready for packing, without 
the affiftance of manual labour but in a very {mall degree, in pro- 
portion to the bufinefsdone. The tr cp lees of flour from thefe 

mills to the port of Wilmington does not require half an hour; and 
it is frequently the cafe, that a cargo is taken from the mills and de- 
livered at Philadelphia the fame day. The fituation of thefe mills is 
very pleafant and healthful. The firft mill was built here about fifty 
years fince., There is now a final] town of forty houfes, principally 
ftone and brick, which, together with the mills and the. veffels load- 
- ing and unloading befide them, furnifh a charming profpect from the 


bridge, from whence they are all in full view. 
Befides the wheat and flour trade, this State exports lumber and 


various other articles. ‘The amount of exports for the year ending 
September 30, 1791, was one hundred and ninety-nine thoutang 


gight ee and forty dollars. 


302 PUBLIC 
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} PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS. 
BRIDGES, &c. 

Juft before the commencement of. the war, a work of confiderable 
importance was begun at Lewes, in the fouthern part of the State, 
viz. the erection of a bridge and caufeway from the town, over the 
creek and marfh to the oppofite cape. This expenfive work was 
jutt completed when the Britith thips fir! came into the road of 
Lewes. In order to prevent too eafy a communication, they partially 
removed i it; and it being afterwards neglected, it was in complete 
Yuins at the clofe of the war. A bridge, upon the fame plan, but 
upon a new foundation, has lately been erected at the fole expenfe 
of individuals; it extends about a quarter of a mile from the town 
to the beach, over a wide creek and marfh. The inhabitants are 
compenfated for their expenfe by the facility of the communica- 
tion between the town and the cape. 
~ Sev eral canals in different parts of this State are contemplated, one 
of which is down the waters of the Brandywi ine. 


LIGHT-HOUSEs 


The light-houfe, near the town of Lewes, was burnt 1a 17776 
Since the war it has been completed and handfomely repaired. It is 
a fine ftone ftruéture, eight ftories high; the annual expence of 

which is eftimated at about fix hundred and fifty pounds currency. 


Cabs Tok TUT 1 Ooms 
DEC LARATION OF RIGHTS. 


1. That all government of right originates from the people, is 
founded in compact only, and inftituted folely for the good of the 
whole. » 

II. That all men have a natural and unalienable right to worfhip 
Almighty God according to the dictates of their own confciences and 
underftandi ings; and that no man ought, or of right can be comes | 
pelled to attend any religious worfhip, or maintain any miniftry, con- 
trary to or againtt | his own free will and confent ; and that no autho- 
rity can or ought to be vetted in, or affumed by any power whatever, 
that fhall in any cafe interfere with, or in any manner controul, the 
Fight of confcience, in the free exercife of religious worfhip. 

OL, That, 
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fii. That all perfons profefling the Chriftian religion ought for 
~ ever to enjoy equal rights and privileges in this State, unlefs under 
colour of religion any man difturb the peace, the happinefs or fafety 
of fociety. | 

IV. That the people of this State have the fole, exclufive, and 
inherent right of governing and regulating the internal police of the 
fame. | 

V. That perfons intrufted with the legiflative and executive pow- 
ers are the truftees and fervants of the public, and as fuch account- 

able for their conduét ; wherefore, whenever the ends of governs 
ment are perverted, and public liberty manifeftly endangered by the 
‘Tegiflative fingly, or a treacherous combination of both, the people 
may, and of mght ought to eftablifh a new, or reform the old Go- 
vernment. 

VI. That the right in the people to participate in the legiflature 
is the foundation of liberty and of all free government; and “or this 
end all elections ought to be free and frequent, and every freeman 
having {ufficient evidence of a permanent common intereit with, and 
attachment to the community, hath a right of futfrage. _ 

VI. That no power of fufpending laws, or the execution of laws, 
ought to be exercifed, unlefs by the legiflature. 

VILL. That for redrefs of grievances, and for amending and 
flrengthening of the laws, the legiflature ought to be frequently con- © 
vened. 

IX. That every man hath a right to petition the legiflature for the 
redrefs of grievances, in a peaceable and orderly manner. 

X. That every member of fociety hath a right to'be protected-in 
the enjoyment of life, liberty, and property, and therefore is bound 
to contribute ‘his proportion towards the expentfe of that protection, 
and yield his perfonal fervice when neceflary, or an equivalent there- 
to; but no part of a man’s property can be judtly taken trom him, 

or applied to public ules, w ithout. his own confent, or that of his 
legal reprefentatives : nor can any man that is confcientioufly feru- 
pulous of bearing arms, in any cafe be juftly compelled thereto, if 
he will pay ‘uch equivalent. 

XI. That retrofpective laws punifhing offences committed ine 
the exiftence of fuch laws, are oppreilive and un} raft, and ought not 
to be een i ; | 

XII. That every freeman, for every injury done him in his goods; 
fands, or perion, by any other perion, ougnt to have remedy by the 
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courfe of the law of the land, and ought to have juftice and right for 
the injury done to him, freely without fale, fully without any denial, 
and {peedily without delay, according to the law of the land. 

XII. That trial by jury of facts where they arife, is one of the 
greateft fecurities of the lives, liberties, and eftates of the people. 

XIV. That in all profecutions for criminal offences, every man 
hath a right to be informed of the accufation again{t him, to be al- 
lowed counfel, to be confronted with the accufers or witneffes, to 
examine evidence on oath in his favour, and, to a {peedy trial by 
an impartial jury, without whofe unanimous confent he ought not ta 
be found guilty. 

XV. That no man in the courts of common law ought to be 
compelled to give evidence againft himfelf, 

XVI. That exceflive bail ought not to be required, nor exceffive 
fines impofed, nor cruel or unufual punifhments inflicted. 

XVII. That all warrants without oath to fearch fufpected places, 
or to feize any perfon or his property, are grievous and oppreffive ; 
and all general. warrants to fearch fufpected places, or to apprehend 
all perfons fufpected, without naming or defcribing the place or any 
perfon in fpecial, are illegal and ought not to be granted. 

XVI. That a well-regulated militia is the proper, natural, and 
fafe defence of a free Government. 

_ XIX. That flanding armies are dangerous to liberty, and ought 
not to be raifed or kept up without the confent of the legiflature. 

XX..That in all cafes and at all times the military ought to be 
under ftrict fubordination to, and governed by, the civil power. 

XXI. That no foldier ought to be quartered in any houfe in time 
of peace, without the canfent of the owner; and in time of war, in 
fuch manner only as the legiflature fhall diret. _ 

XXII. That the independency and uprightnefs of judges are ef- 
fential to the impartial adminiftration of juftice, and a great fecurity 
to the rights and liberties of the people. 

’XXIEM. That the liberty of the prefs ought to be inviolably pres 
ferved, 


FRAME OF GOVERNMENT. 


Agreed to and refolved upon by the Reprefentatives in full Con- 
vention of the Delaware State, formerly ftyled, “ The Government 
ot the Counties of Newcaftle, Kent, and Suffex, upon Delaware ;”* 
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the faid Reprefentatives being chofen by the freemen of thé faid 
state for that exprefs purpofe. 

I. The Government of the counties of Newcaftle, Kent and sur: 
fex, upon Delaware, fhall hereafter in all public and other writings 
be called, Tue DELAWARE STATE. 

Il. The legiflature fhall be formed of two diftin@ branches. 
They fhall meet once or oftener in every year, and fhail be called, 
Tue Generar Assimary of DELAWARE. 

if]. One of the branches of the legiflature fhall be called, Tue 
House of Assemsty, and fhall confift of feven Reprefentatives to 
be chofen for each county annually, of fuch perfons as are iree- 
holders of the fame. 

IV. The other branch fhall be es Tue Councir, and con- 
fift of nine members; three to be chofen for each county at the 


time of the firft election of the Aflembly, who fhall be freeholders of 


the county for which they are chofen, and be upwards of twenty- 
five years of age. At the end of one year after the general eletion, 
the Counfellor who had the fmalleft number of votes in each county 
fhall be difplaced, and the vacancies thereby occafioned fupplied by 
the freemen of each county choofing the fame or another perfon at 
a new election in manner aforefaid. At the end of two years after 
the firft general ele@tion, the Counfellor who ftood fecond in number 
of votes in each county fhall be difplaced, andthe vacancies thereby 
occafioned fupplied by a new election in manner aforefaid. And at 
the end of three years from the firft general election, the Counfel- 
lor who had the greateft number of votes in each county fhall be dif- 
placed, and the vacancies thereby occafioned fupplied by a new elec- 
tion in manner aforefaid. And this rotation of a Counfellor being 
difplaced at the end of three years,in each county, and his office fup- 
plied by a new choice, fhall be continued afterwards in due order an- 
ually for ever, whereby, after the firft general election; a Coun- 
fellor will remain in truft for three years from the time of his being 
ele&ed, anda Counfellor will be difplaced, and the fame or another 
- chofen in each county at every election. 


7 


(V. The right of fuffrage in the election of members for both | 


Houfes. fhall reavain as exercifed by law at prefent ; and each Houfe 
fhall choofe its own Speaker, appoint its own officers, judge of the 
qualifications and elections of its own members, fettle its own rules 
and direét writs of ele&tion for fupplying interme- 


of pr oceeding, 
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members for mifbehaviour, but not a fecond time in the fame fefiond 
for the fame oilence, if re-ele&ted ; and they fhall have all other 
powers nec efiary for the legiflature of a free and independent State. 

VI. All money-bills for the fupport of Government fhall origi- 
nate in the Houfe of Affembly, and may be altered, amended or 
rejected by the Legiflative Council. All other bills and ordinances 
aa take rife in the Houfe of Affembly or Legitlative Council, and 

nay be altered, amended or rejected by either. 

ait. A prefident or chief magiftrate fhall be chofen by joint bal- 
lot of both Houfes, to be taken in the Houfe of Affembly, and the 
box examined by the Speakers of exch Houfe in the prefence of the 
other members ; and in cafe the numbers for the two higheft in 
votes fhould be equal, then the fpeaker of the council fhall have an 
Hida cafting voice, and the appointment of the perfon who has 
the majority of votes fhall be entered at large on the minutes and 
journals of each Houfe ; and a copy thereof on parchment, certified 
and figned: by the fpeakers refpectively,.and fealed with the great - 
feal of the State, which they are hereby authorifed to affix, fhall be 
delivered to the perfon fo chofen prefident, who fhall continue in that 

office three years, and until the fitting of the next General Affembly, 

and no longer, nor be eligible until the expiration of three years af- 
ter he fhall have been out of that office. An adequate but moderate 
falary fhall be fettled on him during his continuance in office. He 
may draw for fuch fums of money as fhall be appropriated by the 
General Affembly, and be accountable to them for the fame. He 
may, by and with the advice of the Privy-council, lay embargoes or 
prohibit the exportation of any commodity for any time not exceed- 
ing thirty days, in the recefs of the General Affembly. He fhall 
have the power of granting pardons, or reprieves, except where the 
profecution fhall be carried ‘on by the Houfe of Aflembly, or the 
law fhall otherwife direct; in which cafes no pardon or reprieve 
fhall be ‘granted, but by a refolve of the Houfe of Affembly; and 
may exercife all the other executive powers of government, limited 
and reftrained as by this conftitution is mentioned, and according to. 
the laws of the State. Andon his death, inability, or abfence from 
the State, the fpeaker of the Legiflative Council for the time being 
fhall be vice-prefident; and in cafe of his death, inability, or ab- 
fence from the State, the fpeaker of the Houfe of Affembly fhall 
have the powers of a prefident, until a new nomination is made by 
the General Aflembly.. % 
‘ VIL. A 
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VIII. A privy-council confifting of four members fhall be chofen 
by ballot, two by the Legiflative Council, and two by the Houfe of 
Affembly : provided, that no regular officer of the army or navy in 
the fervice and pay of the Continent, or of this or of any other 
State, fhall be eligible. And a member of the Legiflative Council 
or of the Houte of Affembly being chofen of the privy council, and 
accepting thereof, fhall thereby lofe his feat. Three members fhall 
be a quorum, and their advice and proceedings fhall be entered on 
record, and figned by the members prefent, (to any part of which 
any member may enter his diffent) to be laid before the General 
Affembly, when called for by them. Two members fhall be re- 
moved by ballot, one by the Legiflative Council, and one by the 
Houfe of Affembly, at the end of two years, and thofe who remain 
the next year after, who fhall feverally be ineligible for the three 
next years. Thefe vacancies, as well as thofe occafioned by death 
or incapacity, fhall be fupplied by new eleétions in the fame man- 
ner. And this rotation of a privy counfellor fhall be continued af- 
terwards in due order annually for ever. The prefident may by 
fummons convene the privy council at any time when the public exi- 
' gencies may require, and at fuch place as he fhall think moft conve= 
nient, when and where they are to attend accordingly. 

IX. The prefident, with the advice and confent of the privy- — 
council, may embody the militia, and act as captain-general and - 
commander in chief of them, and the other military force of this 
State, under the laws of the fame. ‘ 

X. Either Houfe of the General Affembly may adjourn themfelves 
refpectively. The prefident fhall not prorogue, adjourn, or diffolve 
the General Affembly; but he may, with the advice of the privy 
council, or on the application of a majority of either Houfe, call 
them before the time to which they fhall ftand adjourned; and the 
two Houfes fhall always fit at the fame time and place; for which 
purpofe, immediately after every adjournment, the fpeaker of the 
Houfe of Affembly fhall give notice to the fpeaker of the other 
- Houfe of the time to which the Houfe of Afiembly ftands adjourned. 

XI. The delegates for Delaware to the Congrefs of the United 
States of America fhall be chofen annually, or fuperfeded in the 
mean time, by joint ballot of both Houfes in the General Affembly. 

XII. The prefident and General Affembly fhall by joint ballot ap- 
point three juttices of the Supreme Court for the State, one of 
whom fhall be chief juftice and a judge of admiralty ; and alfo four 
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juftices of the courts of Common Pleas and Orphans Courts for 
each county, one of whom in each court fhall be ftiled Chief Juftice 
(and in cafe of divifion on the ballot, the prefident fhall have an ad- 
ditional cafting voice, ) to be commiffioned by the prefident under the 
great feal, who fhall continue in office during good behaviour ; and 
during the time the juftices of the faid Supreme Court and Courts 
of Common Pleas remain in office, they fhall hold none other except 
in the militia. Any one of the juftices of either of faid courts fhall 
have power, in cafe of the non-coming of his brethren, to open and 
adjourn the court. An adequate, fixed, but moderate falary fhall be. 
fettled on them during their continuance in office. The prefident 
and privy council fhall appoint the fecretary ; the attorney-general ai 
regifters for the probate of wills, and granting letters of adminif- 
tration ;' regifters in Chancery; clerks of the Courts of Common 
Pleas and Orphans Courts, and clerks of the peace; who fhall be 
comm ffioned as aforefaid, and remain in office during five years, if 
they behave themfelves well, during which time the faid regifters 
in Chancery and clerks fhall not be juftices of either of the faid 
courts of which they are officers, but they fhall have authority to 
fign all writs by them iffued, and take recognizances of bail. The 
juftices of the peace fhall be nominated by the Houfe of Affembly ; 
that is to fay, they fhall name twenty-four perfons for each county, 
of whom the prefident, with the approbation of the privy council, 
fhall appoint twelve, who fhall be commitfioned as aforefaid, and 
continue in office during feven years, if they behave themfelves 
well; and in cafe of vacancies, or if the legiflature fhall think pro- 
per to increafe the number, they fhall be nominated and appointed in 
like manner. The members of the legiflative: and privy councils 
fhall be juftices of the peace for the whole State, during their conti- 
nuance in truft: and the juftices of the courts of Common Pleas 
fhall be confervators of the peace in their refpective counties. 

XI. The juftices of the courts of Common Pleas and Orphans 
Courts fhall have the power of holding inferior courts of Chancery. _ 
as heretofore, unlefs the legiflature fhall otherwife dired. 

XIV. The clerks of the Supreme Courts fhall be appointed by the 


“chief juftice thereof, and the recorders of deeds by the juftices of the 


courts of Common Pleas for each county feverally, and commiffioned 


_by the prefident under the great feal, and continue in office five years, 


if they behave themfelves well, 
XV. The 
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| XV. The fheriffs and coroners of the re{pective counties fhall be 
thofen annually as heretofore; and any perfon having ferved three 
years as fheriff, fhall be ineligible for three years after; and the pre- 
fident and privy council {hall have the appointment of fuch of the — 
two candidates returned for the faid offices of fheriffs and coroners, 
as they fhall think beft qualified, in the fame manner that the gover= 
nor heretofore enjoyed this power. 

XVI. The General Affembly, by joint ballot, fhall appoint the 
generals and field officers, and all other officers in the army or navy 
of this State. And the prefident may appoint during pleafure, until 
otherwife directed by the leyiflature, all neceffary civil officers not | 
“herein before mentioned, 

XVII. There fhall be an appeal from the Supreme Court of Dela- 
ware in matters of law and equity, to a court of feven perfons, to 
confift of the prefident for the time being, who fhall prefide'therein, 
and fix others; three to be appointed by the Legiflative Council, and 
three by the Houfe of Affembly, who fhall continue in office during 
good behaviour, and be commiffioned by the prefident under the great 
feal; which court fhall be ftiled, The Court of Appeals, and have 
all the authofity and powers heretofore given by law in the laft re« 
fort to the King in council, under the old government. The fecre- 
tary fhall be the clerk of this court, and vacancies therein occa- 
fioned by death or incapacity fhall be fupplied by new a im 
manner aforefaid. 

XVIII. The juftices of the Supreme Court and courts of Com- 

mon Pleas, the members of the Privy Council, the fecretary, the 
truftees of the Loan Office, and clerks of the courts of Common 
Pleas, during their continuance in office, and all perfons concerned 
in any army or navy contracts, fhall be ineligible to either Houfe of 
Affembly ; and any member of either Houfe accepting of any other - 
of the offices herein before mentioned, excepting the office of a juf- 
tice of the peace, fhall have ‘his feat thereby vacated, and a new 
election fhall be ordered, 
.. XIX. The Legiflative Council and Aflembly fhall have a power 
of making the great feal of this State, which fhall be kept by the 
prefident, or in his abfence by the vice-prefident, to be ufed by them 
as Occafion may require. It fhall be called, The Great Seal of the 
Delaware State, and fhall be affixed to all laws and commiffions. 

XX. Commiffions fhall run in the name of The Delaware State, 
and bear teft by the prefident. Writs fhall run in the fame manner, 
and bear teft in the name of the chief juftice, or juftice firft named 
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<n the commiffions for the feveral courts, and be fealed with the pubs 
lic feals of fuch courts. Indiétments fhall conclude, Againft the peace 
and dignity of the State. 

XXI. In cafe of vacancy of the offices above directed to be filled 
by the prefident and General Affembly, the prefident and Privy 
Council may appoint others in their ftead, until there fhall be a new 
election. 

XXII. Every perfon who fhall be chofen a member of either Houfe, 
or appointed to any office or place of truft, before taking his feat, or 
entering upon the execution of his office, fhall take the following 
oath, or affirmation, if confcientioufly fcrupulous of taking an oath, 
to wit, 3 

“ I A,B. will bear true allegiance to the Delaware State, fubmit 
to its conftitution and laws, and do no att wittingly whereby the 
freedom thereof may be prejudiced.” , 

And alfo make and fub{cribe the following declaration, to wit, 

«¢ J A.B. do profefs faith in God the Father, and in Jefus Chrift 
his only Son, and the Holy Ghoft, one God, bleffed for evermore 3 
and I do acknowledge the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Tef- 
ment to be given by divine infpiration.”’ 

And all officers fhall alfo take an oath of office. 

XXII. The prefident when he is out of office, and within eigh- 
teen months after, and all others, offending againft the State, either 
by mal-adminiftration, corruption, or other means, by which the 
fafety of the Commonwealth may be endangered, within eighteen 
months after the offence committed, fhall be impeachable by the 
Houfe of Affembly before the Legiflative Council; fuch impeach- 
ment to be profecuted by the attorney-general, or fuch other perfon 
or perfons as the Houfe of Affembly may appoint, according to the 
laws of the land. If found guilty, he or they fhall be either for 
ever difabled to hold any office under government, or removed. 
from office gro tempore, or fubjected to fuch pains and penalties as 
the laws fhall direct. And all officers fhall be removed on conviction 
of mifbehaviour at common law, or on impeachment, or upon the. 
addrefs of the General Affembly. 

XXIV. All aéts of Affembly in force in this State on the 15th day 
of May laft, and not hereby altered, or contrary to the refolutions 
of Congrefs, or of the late Houfe of Affembly of this State, fhall fo 
continue until altered or repealed by the legiflature of this State, 
unlefs where they are temporary, in which cafe they fhall expire at 
the times refpectively limited for their duration. | 

XXV. The 
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XXV. The common law of England, as well as fo much,of the 
ftatute law as have been heretofore adopted in practice in this State, 
fhall remain in force, unlefs they fhall be altered by a future law 
of the legiflature; fuch parts only excepted as are repugnant to the 
rights and privileges contained in this Conftitution, and the Decla- 
ration of Rights, &c. agreed to by this Convention. 

XXVI. No perfon hereafter imported into this State from Africa 
ought to be held in flavery under any pretence whatever; and no 
negro, Indian or mulatto flave, ought to be brought into this State 
for fale from any part of the world. 

XXVIL. The firft election for the General Affembly of this State 
fhall be held on the 21ft day of Odtober next, at the court houfes in 
the feveral counties, in the manner heretofore ufed in the election 
of the Afflemby, except as to choice of infpectors and affeffors, where 
affeffors have not been chofen on the 16th of September inf. which 
fhall be made on the morning of the day of eleétion, by the electors, 
inhabitants of the refpective hundreds in each county; at whicls 
time the fheriffs and coroners for the faid counties refpectively are 
to be elected; and the prefent fheriffs of the counties of Newcaftle 
and Kent may be re-chofen to that office until the rft of O&ober, 
in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-nine, 
and the prefent fheriff for the county of Suffex may be re-chofen to 
_ that office until the firft day of Odtober, in the year of our Lord ' 
one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-eight, provided the freemen 
think proper to re-elect them at every general election; and the 
prefent fheriffs and coroners refpectively fhall continue to exercife 
their offices as heretofore, until the fheriffs and coroners to be elected 
on the faid twenty-firft day of Oober hall be commiffioned and 
- fworn into office. The members of the Legiflative Council and Af- 
fembly fhall meet for tranfacting the bufinefs of the State on the 
twenty-eighth day of October next, and continue in office until the 
firtt day of O&tober which will be in the year one thoufand feven 
hundred and feventy-feven ; on which day, and on the firft day of 
O&ober in each year for ever afer, the Legiflative Council, Affem- 
bly, fheriffs and coroners, fhall be chofen by ba'lot in manner directed 
by the feveral laws of this State for regulating elections of members — 
of Affembly, and fheriffs and coroners; and the General Affembly 
fhall meet on the twentieth day of the fame month, for tranfacting 
the bufinefs of the State; and if any of the faid firft and twentieth 
days of Oétober fhould be Sunday, then, and in fuch cafe, the 
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elections fhall be held and the General Affembly meet the next da¥ 
following. 

XXVIII. To prevent any violence or force being ufed at the faid 
elections, no perfons fhall come armed to any of them; and no mufs 
ter of the militia fhall be made on that day, nor fhall any battalion 
or company give in their votes immediately fucceeding each other, 
if any other voter who offers to vote objects thereto; nor fhall any 
battalion or company in the pay of the continent, or of this or any 
ether State, be fuffered to remain at the time and place of holding 
the faid elections, nor within one mile of the faid places refpedtively, 
for twenty-four hours before the opening the faid ele€tions, nor within 
twenty-four hours after the fame are clofed, fo as in any manner to 
impede the freely and cofiveniently carrying on the faid election : 
provided always, that every elector may in a peaceable and orderly 
manner give in his vote on the faid day of elections | 

XX. There fhall be no eftablifhment of any one religious fect in 
this State in preference to another; and no clergyman or preacher 
of the gofpel, of any denornination, fhall be capable of holding any 
civil office in this State, or of being a member of either of the 
branches of the legiflature, while they continue in the exercife of 
the paftoral function. 

XXX. No article of the Declaration of Rights and Fundamental 
Rules of this State, agreed to by this Convention, nor the firft, fe+ © 
cond, fifth, (except that part thereof that relates to the right of -fuf- 
frage) twenty-fixth and twenty-ninth articles of this Conftitution, 
ought ever to be violated on any pretence whatever. No other part 
of this Conftitution fhall be altered, changed or diminifhed, without 
the confent of five parts in feven of the Affembly, and feven meme 
bers of the Legiflative Council. 
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TERRITORY N, W, or tHe OHIO, 


SITUATION, EXTENT, AND BOUNDARIES, 


"Tins territory, N. W. of the Ohio, is fituated between 39° and 
50° north latitude, and 60° and 23° weit longitude, | 

This extenfive tract of country is bounded north, by part of the 
northern boundary line of the United States ; eaft, by the lakes and 
Pennfylvania; fouth, by the Ohio river; weft, by the Mifhiffippi. 
Mr. Hutchins, the late geographer of the United States, eftimates, 
that this traét contains two hundred and fixty-three millions forty 
thoufand acres, of which forty-three millions forty thoufand are 
water; this deducted, there will remain two hundred and twenty 
millions of acres, belonging to the federal government, to be fold 
for the difcharge of the national debt ; except a narrow ftrip of land 
bordering on the fouth of lake Erie, and ftretching an hundred and 
twenty miles weft of the weftern limit of Pennfylvania, which be- 
longs to Connecticut. Be 

But a {mall proportion of thefe lands is yet purchafed of the na- 
tives, and to be difpofed’of by Congrefs. Beginning on the me- 
ridian line, which forms the weftern boundary of Pennfylvania, feven 
ranges of townfhips have been furveyed and laid off by order of | 
Congrefs. As a north and fouth line ftrikes the Ohio in an oblique 
direction, the termination of the feventh range falls upon that river, 
nine miles above the Mufkingum, which is the firft large river that 
falls into the Ohio. It forms the jun€tion an hundred and feventy- 
two miles below Fort Pitt, including the windings of the Ohio, 
though i in a direé line is but ninety miles. 

The lands in which the Indian title is extinguifhed, and which 
are now purchafing under the United States, are defined within the 
limits already mentioned. * 

On thefe lands feveral fettlements are commencing, one at Marietta, 
at the mouth of Mutkingum, under the direction of the Ohio com- 
" pany: another between the Miami rivers, under the direction of 
Colonel Sy mmes ; ; and a French fettlement at Galliopolis. There 


are 
* Poge 177, Vol. I, 


A8o GENERAL DESCRIPTION 


are feveral other tracts delineated on the map, which have beer 
granted by Congrefs to particular companies, and other tracts for 
particular ufes, which remain without any Englifh fettlements. 


FACE OF THE COUNTRY, SOIL, AND PRODUCTIONS, 


Our remarks on thefe heads, befides what the reader will find in- 
terfperfed in the defcription of the rivers, we add from an auony- 
mous pamphlet publifhed not long fince, which we prefume is the 
moft authentic, refpecting the part of that country which has been 
purchafed of the Indians, of any that has been laid before the public. 

«© The undiftinguifhed terms of admiration that are commonly 
ufed in fpeaking of the natural fertility of the country on the weftern 
waters of the United States, would render it difficult, without accu- 
yate attention in the furveys, to afcribe a preference to any particu- 
lar part; or to give a juft defcription of the territory under con- 
fideration, without the hazard of being fufpected of exaggeration : 
but in zhis we have the united opinion of the geographer, the fur- 
veyors, and every traveller that has been intimately acquainted with 
the country, and marked every natural object with the moft icru- 
pulous exactnefs—that no part of the federal territory unites fo many 
advantages, in point of health, fertility, variety of productions, and 
foreign intercourfe, as that which ftretches from the Mufkingum to 
the Scioto and the great Miami rivers, * 

¢¢ Colonel Gordon, in his Journal, {peaking of a much larger 
range of country, in which this is included, and makes unqueftion- 
ably the fineft part, has the following obfervation: *¢ The country 
on the Ohio is every where pleafant, with large level {pots of rich 
land, and remarkably healthy. One general remark of this nature 
will ferve for the whole tract of the globe comprehended between 
the weftern fkirts of the Allegany mountains; thence running fouth- 
weftwardly to the diftance of, five hundred miles to the Ohio falls ; 
then crofling them northerly to the heads of the rivers that empty 
themfelves into the Ohio; thence eaft along the ridge that feparates 
the lakes and Ohio ftreams to French creek: this country may, 
from a proper knowledge, be affirmed to be the moft healthy, the 


* A gentleman who has vifited this country, fuppofes this account is a little too 
highly embellifhed ; he acknowledges that it isa very fine country; but thinks that 
there are other parts of the weftern unfettled country, which unite at leaft as many, if 


wot mere advantages, than the tract above mentioned. 


mot 
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moft pleafant, the moft commodious and moft fertile fpot of earth, 
known to the European people. | 

«© The lands on the various ftreams above mentioned, which fall 
into the Ohio, are now more accurately known, and may be defcribed 
with confidence and precifion. They are interfperfed with all the 
variety of foil which conduces to the pleafantnefs of fituation, and - 
lays the foundation for the wealth of an agricultural and manufac- 
turing people. Large level bottoms, or natural meadows, from 
twenty to fifty miles in circuit; are every where found bordering ' 
the rivers, and variegating the country in the interior parts. Thefe 
afford as rich a foil as can be imagined; and may be reduced to” 
proper cu'tivation with very little labour. It is faid) that insmany 
of thefe bottoms a man may clear an acre a day, fit for planting with’ 
Indian corn, there being no underwood ; and the trees growing very 
high and large, but not thick together, need nothing but girdling. | 

«The prevailing growth of timber, and the more ufeful trees, 
are, maple or fugar tree, fycamore, black and white mulberry, black 
and white walnut, butternut, chefnut; white, black, Spanifh and 
chefnut oaks, hiccory, cherry, buckwood or horfe chefnut, honey 
locuft, elm, cucumber tree, lyn tree, gum tree, iron wood, afh, 
afpin, faffafras, crab apple tree, paupaw or cuftard apple, a variety’ 
of plum trees, nine-bark, {pice and leather-wood bufhes. General 
Parfons meafured a black walnut tree near Mufkingum, whofe cir- 
cumference, at five feet from the ground, was twenty-two feet. A 
fyeamore, near the fame place, meafured forty-four feet in circum> 
ference, at fome diftance from the ground. White and black oak,’ 
and chefnut, with moft of the above-mentioned timbers, grow large 
and plenty upon the high grounds: both the high and low lands 
produce vaft quantities of natural grapes of various kinds, of which 
the fettlers univerfally make a fufficiency of rich red wine for their 
own confumption. It is afferted in the old fettlement of St. Vincent, 
where they have had opportunity to try it, that age will render this 
wine preferable to moft of the European wines. Cctton is the nas 
- tural produétion of this country, and grows in-great perfection. 

‘¢ The fugar maple is a moit valuable tree for an inland country 5 
any number of inhabitants may be for ever fupplied with a fufficiency 
of fugar, by preferving a few trees for the ufe of each family: a tree 
will yield about ten pounds of fugar a year, and the labour is very 
trifling: the fap is extracted in the months of February and March, 

Vous iy: 5 Qe Pas | and 
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and granulated, by the fimple operation of boiling, to a a fgas pak 
in flavour and whitenefs to the beft Mufcovado. Lams 

és Springs of excellent water abound in every part of this aia 
tory; and fmall and large ftreams, for mills and other purpofes, are 
actually interfperfed, as if by art, fo that there feems to be no de- 
ficiency in any of the neceflaries of life. 

‘¢ Very little wafte land is to be found in.any part of, this tract of 
country ; there are no fwamps but fuch as may be readil y drained, 
and made into arable and meadow land; and though the hills are.fre- 
quent, they are gentle and fwelling, no where high or incapable of 
tillage ; they are of a deep, rich foil, covered with a heavy growth of 
timber, and well adapted to the production of wheat, .rye, Jagleee 
tobacco, &c, 

“¢ "The communications between this RPS and the fers will be 
principally i in the four following directions ; 
© 1, The route through the Scioto and Mufkingum to lake Erie, 
and fo to the river Hudfon, which has been already deicribed.. 

2. The paffage up the Ohio and Monongahela to the portage 
above mentioned, which leads to the navigable waters of the. Poto- 
mack; this portage is thirty miles, and will probably be rendered 
much lefs by the execution of the plans now on foot AOE APSE the 
navigation of thofe waters. 

f 3. The, Great» Kanhaway, nee falls into the Ohio from the 
Virginia fhore, between, the Hockhocking and the Scioto, pens an 
extenfive nayigation from the fouth-eaft, and leaves but eighteen 
miles portage from the navigable waters of James river in Virginias 
Chis communication for the country between Mutkingum and Scioto, 
will probably be more ufed than any, other for the exportation of 
manufactures and other light and) valuable articles, and efpecially 
for the importation of foreign commodities, which may be brought, 
from the Chefapeak to the Ohio much . cheaper than they are now 
carried from Philade elphia to Carlifle, and the other thick-fettled back 
counties of Pennfylvania,* . _ 

‘¢ 4. But the current down ie Ohio and Miffiffippi, for heavy 
‘articles that fuit the Florida and Weft-India markets, fuch as corn, 
flour, beef, lumber, &c, will be more frequently loaded than any 
ftreams. on earth, The diftance from the Sciato to the Mifiifiippi is 


* We think it right to notice that a gentleman of much obfervation, and a great trae 
Weller in this country, is of opinion, that this communication or route is chimerical. 


eight 
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‘eight hundred miles, from thence to the feaids nine hundred. “This 
“whole courfe is eafily run in fifteen’ days, and the paflage up thofe 
rivers is not fo dificult a3 has ufually been reprefented. - It is found, 
by late experiments, that fails‘ are ufed to great advantage againtft 
the current of the Ohio: and it is wotthy of obfervation, that in all 
probability fteam boats will be found to do infinite ee in all our 
extenfive river navigation. 

¢ The defign of Congrefs and of the’ Ohio company is, that the 
fettlements fhall proceed regularly down the Ohio, and northward 
to lake Erie; and it is probable, that not many years will elapfe, 
before the whole country above Miami will be brought to that de- 
gree of cultivation, which will exhibit all its latent beauties, and 
juftify thofe defcriptions of travellers which have fo often made it 
the arden of the world, the feat of wealth, and the center of a 
great empire. 

“No country is better ftocked with wild game of every kind ;- 
innumerable herds of deer and wild cattle are fheltered in the groves, 
and fed in the extenfive bottoms that every where abound ; an un- 
queftionable proof of the great fertility of the foil: turkies, geefe, 
ducks, fwans, teal, pheafants, partridges, &c. are, from obfervation, 
believed to be in greater plenty here, than the tame poultry are in 
any part of the old fettlements in America. 

‘© The rivers are well ftored with fi of various kinds, and many 
of them of an excellent quality: they are generally large; though of 
different fizes ; the cat fifh, which is the largeft, and of a delicious 
flavour, weighs from fix to eighty pounds.” 

The Mufkingum is a gentle river, confined by banks fo high as to 
prevent its overflowing. It is two hundred and fifty yards wide at its 
confluence with the Ohio, and navigable by large batteaux and barges ~ 
to the Three Legs ; and by fmall ones to the lake at its head. From 
thence, by a portage of about one mile, a communication 1s opened 
to lake Erie, through the Cayahoga, which is a ftream of great 
utility, navigable the whole length without any obftruction from falls; 

- From lake Erie the avenue is well known to the Hudfon, in the State 
of New-York. 

The Hockhocking refembles the Mufkingum, though fomewhat 
inferior in fize. It is navigable for large boats about teventy miles, 
and for fmall ones much farther. On the banks of this very ufeful 
ftream are found inexhauftible quarries of free-ftone, large beds of 
"a ore, and fome rich mines of lead: Coal mines and falt {fprings 

3 Q2 “sare 
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_are frequent in the neighbourhood of this ftream, as they are in every 

part of the weftern territory. The falt that may be obtained from 

thofe fprings will afford an inexhauttible ftore of that neceffary ar- 

ticle. Beds of white and blue clay, of an excellent quality, are like- 
wife found here, fuitable for the manufacture of glafs, crockery, and 
other earthen wares. Red bole and many other uwieful foflils have been 
obferved on the branches of this river. 

The Scioto isa larger river than either of the preceding, and opens 
amore extenfive navigation. It is paflable for large barges for two 

hundred miles, with a portage of only four miles to the Sandufky, a 
good navigable ftream that falls into the lake Erie. Through the 
Sandufky and Scioto hes the moft common pafs from Canada to the 
Ohio and Miffiffippi ; one of the moft extenfive and ufeful communi- 
cations that is to be found in this country. Prodigious extenfions of 
territory are here connected ; and, from the rapidity with which the 
weftern parts of Canada, lake Erie, and the Kentucky countries are 

-fettling, we may anticipate.an immenfe intercourfe between them. 

The lands on the borders of the middle ftreams, from this circum- 

ftance alone, afide from their natural fertility, muft be rendered 
very valuable. The flour, corn, flax, hemp, &c. raifed for expor- 
tation in that great country between the lakes Huron and Ontario, 
will find an outlet through lake Erie and thefe rivers, or down the 

Miflitiippi. ‘The Ohio merchant can give a higher price than thofe of 
Quebec for thefe commodities, as they may be tranfported from 
the former to Florida and the Weft-India iflands, with lefs expente, 
rifk, and infurance, than from the latter ; while the expenfe from the 
place of growth to the Ohio will not be one fourth of what it would 
be to Quebec, and much lefs than even to the Oneida lake. The 
ftream of Scioto is gentle, and no where broken by falls: at fome 
places, in the {pring of the year, it overflows its banks, thus providing 
for large natural rice plantations. Salt {prings, coal mines, white 
and blue clay, and free-{tone, abound in the country adjoining this 
river. 

The Little Miami is too {mall for batteaux navigation. Its banks 
are good land, and fo high as to prevent, in-common, the overflow- 
ing of the water. 

The Great Miami has a very ftony channel, and a fwift ftream, 
but no falls. It is formed of feveral large branches, which are paf- 
fable for boats a great diftancee One branch comes from the wef, 
and rifes in the Wabafh country; another rifes near the head waters 

of - 
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of Miami river, which runs into lake Erie; anda fhort portage 
divides another branch of Sandufky river. It alfo interlocks with the 
Scioto. 

The Wabafh is a beautiful river, with high and fertile banks. It 
empties into the Ohio by a mouth two hundred and feventy yards 
wide, one thoufand and twenty miles below fort Pitt. In the {pring, 
fammer, and autumn, it is paflable for batteaux drawing three feet 
water, four hundred and twelve miles, to Ouitanon, a fimall French 
fettlement, on the weft fide of the river; and for large canoes one 
hundred and ninety-feven miles farther, to the Miami carrying place, 
nine miles from Miami village. This village ftands on Miami river, 
which empties into the fouth-weft part of lake Erie. The communi- 
cation between Detroit, and the Ilinois, and Ohio countries, is up 
Miami river to Miami village, thence, by land, nine miles, when 
the rivers are high; and from eighteen to thirty when they are low, 
through a level country to the Wabafh, and through the various 
branches of the Wabath to the places of deftination. 

A filver mine has been difcovered about twenty-eight miles above 
Ouitanon, on the northern fide of the Wabafh. Salt {prings, lime, 
free-ftone, blue, yellow, and white clay, are found in plenty upon | 
this river. 3 
_ The rivers Avafe and Kafkafkias empty into the Mifliffippi from - 
the north-eaft ; the former is navigable for boats, fixty, and the latter, - 
about one hundred and thirty miles. ‘They both run eaxough a rich 
country, which has extenfive meadows. 

Between the Kafkafkias and Illinois rivers, which are eighty-four 
miles apart, is an extenfive tract of level, rich land, which termi- 
nates in a high ridge, about fifteen miles before you reach the Ilinois 
river. In.this delightful vale are a number of French villages, which, 
together with thofe of St. Genevieve and St. Louis, on the weftera 
fide of the Mififippi, contained in 1771, one thoufand two hundred 
and feventy-three fencible men. 

One hundred and feventy-fix miles above the Ohio, and eighteen 
miles above the Miffouri, the Illinois empties into the Miflifippi 
from the north-eaft by a mouth four hundred yards wide. This 
river is bordered with fine meadows, which in fome places extend 
as far as the eye can reach: this river furnifhes a communication with 
lake Michigan, by the Chicago river, between which and the Illinois 
are two portages, the longeft of which does not exceed four miles. 
It receives anumber of rivers, which are from twenty to one hundred 

yards 
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yatds wide, and navigable for boats from fifteen to one hunded and 
eighty miles. On the north-weftern fide of this river is a coal mine, 
which extends for half a mile along the middle of the bank of the 
river, and about the fame diftance below the coal mine are two falt 
ponds, one hundred yards in circumference, and feyeral feet in depth. 
The water is ftagnant, and of a yellowifh colour; but the French 
and natives make good falt from it. The foil of the Tllinois country 
is, in general, of a fuperior quality : its natural growth confifts of 
oak, hiccory, cedar, mulberry, &c. hops, dying drugs, medicinal 
plants of feveral kinds, and excellent wild grapes. As bar back as 
the year 176y, the French fettlers made one hundred ‘and ten hog- 
flieads of {trong wine from thefe grapes. 

There are many other rivers of equal fize and importance with 
thofe we have been defcribing, which are not fufficiently known 
for accurate defcriptions. 


CIVIL DIVISIONS. 


That-part of this territory in which the Indian title is extinguifhed, 
and which is fettling under the government of the United States, is 
divided into four counties, as follows : 

Wafhington, created July 26th, 1788 

Hamilton, 

St. Clair, —— April 27th, 1790 
June zoth, 1790 


January 2d, 1790 


Knox, 


Thefe counties have been organized with the proper civil and mi- 
litary officers. The county of St. Clair is divided into three diftriéts, 
viz. the diftrict of Cahokia, the diftrict of Prairie-du- rocher s, andthe 
diftrict of Katkafkias; Courts of general quarter feflions of the peace, 
county courts of common pleas, and courts of probate, to be held 
in each of thefe diftridts, as if each was a diftin@ county ; the 
officers of the county may a€t by deputy, except in the diftrict wherg 
they refide. 


ANTIQUITIES, CURIOSITIES, &c. 


The number of old forts found in the Kentucky country are the 
admiration of the curious, anda matter of much fpeculation ; they 
are moftly of ah oblong form, fituated on ftrong, well-chofen- 
ground, and contiguotts to’ water : when, by whom, and for what 
purpofes thefe were thrown up, is uncertain; they are undoubtedly 
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very ancient, as there is not the Jeaft vifible difference in the age or 
fize of the timber growing on, or within, thefe forts, and that.which 
grows without ; and the old natives have loft all tradition refpecing 
them. Dr. Cutler, who has accurately examined the trees on thefe 
forts, and which he thinks, from» appearances, are the fecond 
growth, is of opinion, that they muft have been built upwards of 
one thoutand years ago: they mutt have been the efforts of a people 
much more devoted tolabour than the prefent race of Indians; and 
it is diticult to conceive how they could be conftructed without the 
ufe of iron tools. Ata convenient diftance from thefe always ftands a 
{mall mound ofearth, thrown up in the form of a pyramid, and feems 
in fome meafure proportioned to the fize of its adjacent fortification. 
On examination, they have been found to contain achalky fubftance, 
fuppofed to be bones, and of the human kind. 

Under this head we may mention the extenfive meadows, or,:as 
the French call them, Prairie, which anfwer to what, in the fouthern 
States, are called Savannas ; they area rich plain, without trees, and 
covered with grafs; fome of thefe, between-St. Vincennes and the 
Mifiifiippi, are thirty or forty miles in extent. In pafiing them, as 
far as the eye can reach, there is .not.a tree to be feen ;. but there 
is plenty of deer, wild cattle, bears, and wolves, and innumerable 
flocks of turkies; thefe, with the green grafs, forma rich and beau- 
tiful profpect.. | 

The pofts eftablifhed for the protection of the: frontiers.are as 
follow: Franklm, on French creek; Harmar, at the mouth of the 
Mufkingum ; Stuben, at the rapids of the Ohio; Fayette, Hamil- 


ton, Knox, Jefferfon, St. Clair, Marietta, and St. Vincennes, 
% 


4 


POPULATION. 


The number of inhabitants in this large tra& of country has not 
been afcertained. Sut from the beft data the author has received, 
the population may be eftimated as follows : 

Trgiens 2. aitpele).t.-.0;' ailedsia es3- araanhiaiie@aOh aes 
Ohio Company purchale... cer, sisi. eorrmyon- ait tategeehe doy 


Col. Symmes’ fettlements sibs “ai ek eel 2,000 do, 


* The tribes who inhabit this country are the Piantias, on both fides the Miffliffippi ; 
the Cafquerafquias, on the Illinois; the Piankathaws and other tribes, on the Wa- © 
bath ; the Shawanefe, on the Scioto ; the Delawares, the Miainis, the Ouifcons, Maf+ 
contens, Sakies, Sioux, Mekekouakis, the Pilans, Powtowatamis, Meffaques, Ottawas, 
Chipewas, and Wiandots. The whole amounting to the above number, 
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Galhiopolis (French fettlement) oppofite the Kanhawa 


BAS LE OE AGT ee OR eee eon wee. 
Vincennes and its vicinity, on the Wabath, Hy OES Aeine euor 
Kafkafkias and Cahokia ~ ..°. 0. ae OS GBONT YT Oe 
At Grand Ruiffeau, village of St. Philip, and sect 

du-rochers TRIS POP Pa Re ns te a One 240 do. . 


Total 72,920 


In 1790, there were in the town of Vincennes about forty Ame- 
Fican familtes and thirty-one flaves; and on the Miffiffippi, forty 
American families and feventy-three flaves, all included in the above 
eflimate. On the Spanifh or weftern fide of the Miffifippi, there 
were in 1790, about one thoufand eight hundred perfons, principally 
at Genevieve and St. Louis. 


GOVERNMENT, &c. 


By an ordinance of Congrefs, paffed on the 13th of July, 1787, 
this country, forthe purpofes of temporary government, was erected 
Into one diftrict, fubject, however, toa divition, when ercamittances 
fhall make it expedient. 

In the fame ordinance it is provided, that Congrefs fhall appoint a 
governor, whofe commiffion fhall continue in force three years, un- 
lefs fooner revoked. 

The governor muft refide in the diftri&, and havea freehold 
eftate therein, in one thoufand acres of land, while in the exercife of 
his office. 

Congrefs, from time to time, are.to appoint a fecretary, to con- 
tinue in office four years, unlefs fooner removed, who muft refide 
4m the diftrict, and have an eftate of five hundred acres of land, while 
in office. 

The bufinefs of the fecretary is, to keep and preferve the aéts and 
laws of the legiflature, the public records of the diftrict, and the 
proceedings of the governor in his executive department; and to 
tranfmit atithentic copies of fuch acts and proceedings, every fix 
months, to the fecretary of Congrefs. 

The ordinance provides, that Congrefs fhall sneGie three judges, 
poffeffed each of five hundred acres of land in the diftrict in which they 
are to refide, and io hold their commiflions during good behaviour, 
any two of whom fhall forma court, which fhall have a common 

law © 
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law jurifdiGtion. The governor and judges are authorifed to adopt 
and publifh in the diftri@, fuch laws of the original States, criminal 
and civil, as may be neceflary and beft {uited to the circumfMances of 
the diftriét, to report them to Congrefs ; and, if approved, they 
fhall continue in force till the organization of the General Affembly of 

the diftriét, who fhall have authority to alter them. The governor 

is to command the militia, and appoint and commiffion their officers, 

except general officers, who are to be appointed and commiffioned by 

Congre(s. | 

Previoufly to the organization of the Affembly, the governor is to 
appoint fuch magiftrates and civil officers as fhall be deemed neceflary 
for the prefervation of peace and order. 

So foon as there fhall be five thoufand free male inhabitants of full 
age in the diftriét, they fhall receive authority to ele&t reprefenta- 
tives, one for every five hundred free male inhabitants, to reprefent 
them in the General Affembly ; the reprefentation to increafe pro- 
greflively with the number of free male inhabitants till there be 
twenty-five reprefentatives ; after which, the number and proportion 
of the reprefentatives fhall be regulated by the legiflature. A repre- 
fentative muft poffefs, in fee fimple, two hundred acres of land, and 
be a refident in the diftrict.; and muft have been a citizen of the 
United States, or a refident in the diftria, three years preceding his, 
election, An elector muft have fifty acres of land in the diftrict, mutt 
be a refident, and have been a citizen of one of the States, or muft 
poffefs the fame freehold, and have been two years a refident in the 
diftriét. The reprefentatives, when duly elected, are to continue in 
office two years. 

The General Affembly, or Legiflature, thall confit of ,the Cus: ere 
nor, Legiflative Council, and Houfe of Reprefentatives. The Legif- 
_ lative Council fhall confift of five members, to continue in office five 
years, unlefs fooner removed by Congrefs ; three make a quorum. 
The council are to be thus appointed: the governor and reprefen= 
tatives, when met, fhall nominate ten perfons, refidents in the dif: 
trict, each pofleffed of a freehold of five hundred acres of land, 
and return their names to Congrefs, who fhall appoint and commiffion 
five of them to ferve as aforefaid. 

All bills paffed by a majority in the Houfe and in Council, fhall 
‘be referred to the governor for his affent ; and no bill, or legiflative 
act whatever, fhall be of force without his affent. The governor fhall 

Vot, I. gk | have 
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have power to convene, prorogue, and diffolve the General Affembly, 
when, in his opinion, it fhall be expedient. 

The legiflature, when organized, fhall have authority, by joint 
ballot, to eleét a delegate to Congrefs, who fhall have a feat in Con- 
grefs, with a right of debating, but not of voting, during this tempo- 
rary government. 

‘¢ Anp for extending the fundamental principles of civil and reli- 
gious liberty, which form the bafis whereon thefe republics, their laws 
and conftitutions, are erected ; to fix and eftablifh thofe principles as 
the bafis of all laws, conftitutions, and governments, which for 
ever hereafter fhall be formed in the faid territory ; to provide alfo 
for the eftablifhment of {tate and permanent government therein, and 
for their admiffion to fhare in the federal councils, on an equal footing 
with the original States, at as early periods as may be confiftent with 
the general intereft: It is hereby ordained and declared, by the au- 
thority aforefaid, That the following articles fhall be confidered as 
articles of compact, between the original States and the people, and 
the States in the faid territory, and for ever remain unalterable, 
' unlefs by common confent, to wit: 

‘Arr. I. No perfon, demeaning himfelf in a peaceable and 
orderly manner, fhall ever be molefted’on account of his mode of 
worthip or religious fentiments in the faid territory. | 

«© Arr. II. The inhabitants of the faid territory fhall always be. 
entitled to the benefits of the writ of habeas corpus, and of the trial 
by jury, of a proportionate reprefentation of the people in the legif- 
lature, and of judicial proceedings, according to the courfe of the 
common law: all perfons fhall be bailable, unlefs for capital of- 
“fences where the proof fhall be evident or the prefumption great: 
all fines fall be moderate, and no cruel or unufual punifhment fhall 
be infli@ed ; no man fhall be deprived of his liberty or property but 
by the judgment of his peers, or of the law of the land; and thould 
the public exigencies make it neceffary for the common prefervation 
to take any perfon’s property, or to demand his particular fervices, 
full compenfation fhall be made for the fame; and in the juft pre- 
fervation of rights ‘and property, it is underftood and declared, 
vhat no law ought ever to be made, or have force in the faid tere 
ritory, that fhall in any manner whatever interfere with, or affect, 
private contraéts er engagements Jona fide, and without fraud previ- 
eufly formed. 
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‘¢ Art. IL. Religion, morality and knowledge, being neceflary 
to good government and the happinefs of mankind, fchools and 
the means of education fhall for ever be encouraged; the utmoft 
good faith fhall always be obferved towards the Indians; their lanas 
and property fhall never be taken from them without their confent; 
and in their property, rights and liberty, they fhall never be invaded 
or difturbed, unlefs in juft and lawful wars, authorifed by Congrefs ; 
but laws founded in juftice and humanity fhall from time to time be 
made, for preventing wrongs being done to them, and for preferving 
peace and friendfhip with them. 

“ Art. 1V. The faid territory, and the States which may be 
formed therein, fhall for ever remain a part of this confederacy of 
the United States of America, fubject to the articles of confedera- 
tion, and to fuch alterations therein as fhall be conftitutionally made; 
and to all the acts and ordinances of the United States, in Congrefs 
affembled, conformable thereto. The inhabitants and fettlers in the 
faid territory fhall be fubjec to pay a part of the federal debts con- 
tracted, or to be contracted, and a proportionable part of the ex- 
penfes of government, to be apportioned on them by Congrefs, ac- 
cording to the fame common rule and meature, by which apportion- 
ments thereof fhall be made on the other States, and the taxes for 
paying their proportion fhall be laid and levied by the authority and 
direction of the legiflatures of the diftriét, or diftricts, or new States, | 
as in the original States, within the time agreed upon by the United, 
States in Congrefs affembled. The legiflatures of thofe diftricts 
or new States fhall never interfere with the primary difpefal of the 
foil by the United States, in Congres affembled, nor with any re- 
gulations Congrefs may find necefiary for fecuring the title in fuch 
foil to the bona fide purchafers. No tax fhall be impofedon lands the 
property of the United States; and in no cafe fhali non-refident pro- 
prietors be taxed higher than refidents. The navigable waters 
leading into the Miffifippi and St. Lawrence, and the carrying 
places between the fame, fhall be common highways, and for ever. 
free, as well to the inhabitants of the faid territory, as to the 
citizens of the United States in general, and thofe of any other States 
that may be admitted into the confederacy, without any tax, impoft, 
or duty. : 3 | 

“ Art. V. There fhall be formed in the faid territory, not lefs 
than three, nor more than five States; and the boundaries of the 
States, as foon as Virginia fhall alter her act of ceffion, and confent 
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to the faine, fall become fixed and eftablithed as follows, viz. The 
weftern State in the faid territory fhall be bounded on the Mififfippi, 
the Ohio, and Wabafh rivers; a direct line drawn from the Wabafh 
and Poft Vincent due north to the territorial line between the United 
States and Canada, and by the faid territorial line to the lake of the 
Woods and the Miffifippi. The middle State fhall be bounded by 
the faid direct line, the Wabath from Poft Vincent to the Ohio ; by 
the Ohio by a direét line drawn due north from the mouth of the 
Great Miami to the faid territorial line, and by the faid territorial 
line. The eaftern State fliall be bounded by the Jaft-mentioned di- 
rect “line,” the’ Ohio; Pennfylvania, and the faid territorial line : 
provided, however, and it it is further underftood and declared, that 
the boundaries of thefe three States fhail be fubjeét fo far to be-al- 
tered, that if Congrefs hereafter fhall find it expedient, they fhall 
have authority to form one, or two States, in that part of the faid 
territory which lies north of an eaft and weft line drawn through the 
foutherly bend or extreme of lake Michigan ; and when any of the 
faid States fhall have fixty thoufand free inhabitants therein, fuck 
State fhall be admitted by its delegates into the Congrefs of the United 
States, on an equal footing with the original States in all refpects 
whatever; and (hall be at liberty to form’ a permanent conftitution 
and ftate government: provided the caniftitution and government 
fo to be formed fhall be republican, and in conformity to the prin- 
ciples contained in thefe articles ; and fo far as it can be confiftent 
with the general intereft of the confederacy, fuch admiffion fhall be 
allowed at an earlier period, and when there may be alefs number of 
free inhabitants in the State than fixty thoufand. 

‘ Arr, VI. There fhall be neither flavery nor involuntary fer- 
vitude in the faid territory, otherwife than in the punifhment of 
crimes, whereof the party fhall have been duly convicted: provided 
always, that any perion efcaping inte the fame, from whom labour 
or fervice is lawfully claimed in any of the original States, fuch fugi- 
tive may be lawfully reclaimed, and conveyed to the perfon claiming 
his or her labouror fervice as aforefaid.” | 
Such is the prefent government of the weftern territory, and fuch 
the. political. obligations of the adventurers into this fertile and de- 
lightful part of the United States, 

In the ordinance of Congrefs, for the government of this territory, 
jt is provided, that after the faid territory acquires a certain degree 
of population, it fhall be divided into States, The eaftern State, 
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that is thus provided to be made, is bounded on the Great Miami on 
the weft, and by the Pennfylvania line on the eaft. The center of 
this State will fall between the Scioto and the Hockhocking.. At the 
mouth of one of thefe rivers will probably be the feat of government 
for this State; and, if we may indulge the fublime contemplation of 
beholding the whole territory of the United States fettied by an en- 
lightened people, and continued under one extended government, on 
the river Ohio, and not far from this fpot, will be the feat of empire 
forthe whole dominion. This is central to the whole; it will bet 
accommodate every part; it is the moft pleafant, and probably the 
moft healthful. 

The fettlement of this country has been checked for feveral years 
paft, by the unhappy Indian war, an amicable termination of which, 
it is ardently wifhed, might {peedily take place. 


END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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